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Introduction 

Welcome to Paperback Writer 128 and 64 - probably the best writing tool available for inexpensive home 
computer systems. Extraordinarily easy to learn and use, Paperback Writer also offers many sophisticated 
controls over your documents, on both the video screen and printed paper. 

The philosophy behind Paperback Writer - and every software product of Digital Solutions Inc. - is to 
enable you ta start using it as soon as it's loaded into the computer's memory. 

In almost every situation, "help" is available at the touch of the <f7> key. You ' ll be offered a spectrum of 
possible courses of action, often in more detail if you press <f7 > again. You really don't need a manual that 
takes you away from the screen; use this reference guide only to clarify functions you don't understand, ta 
utilize advanced features or to solve problems. 

Best of all( what you see is what you get! You can see boldface, italics and underlining on the screen - and 
exactly wnat you see on-screen comes out on printed paper. No fancy codes fo memorize that clutter up the 
screen; no words broken up at the end of a line; no need to guess what a page will look like. 

Paperback Writer doesn't limit you to the standard 40 columns of the Commodore 64. You may choose to 
work in 80 columns, the width of most printed documents - no need to scroll sideways to see everything! 

You can also load files from Paper ClipTM, Word Pro™, Easy Script™ and other popular word processors, 
enabling you to easily switch to Paperback Writer's ease and power. (For Easy Script files, see page 34 in 
Loading.) 

And a spelling checker will help find typing and spelling mistakes. It compares the words in your documents 
with a dictionary disk you create yourself, or with a 32,000-word disk available separately from Digital 
Solutions - save proofreading time! 

PAPERBACK WRITER FOR THE COMMODORE 128: Making full use of the doubled memory, 
faster speed and 80-column capability of the 128, Paperback Writer 128 adds several new 
features to the powerful program produced for the 64. Now you can have two files in memory at 
once, making cut-and-paste operations a snap. Superscripts and subscripts now appear on­
screen as raised and lowered. Also, the program loads automatically. 

Paperback Writer 64 will also run on the Commodore 128, but only in the 64 mode. It won't use 
the 128's extra speed and capabilities, although the numeric keypad, ESC (escape), TAB and 
HELP keys will function. 

Registered owners of Paperback Writer 64 can upgrade to Paperback Writer 128 for $15 U .S. 
plus $3 for shipping and handling. Write Digital Solutions Inc. 

Paperback Writer 128 will also run on the Commodore 64, but only the 40-column format and the 
Spelling Checker. It will not run in 80 columns nor use the extra features in the 128 program. 

For the latest information on Paperback Writer, Digital Solutions Inc. and other Paperback software, see the 
file called "read me" on the Paperback Writer disk. 

SU PPORT: If you can't get some of the options to work, check the Trouble-Shooting section and the Index of 
this guide for help. If you still have problems, ask the retailer who sold you the program. If you can't get 
satisfaction from the retailer, write Digital Solutions Inc. at the address in the front of this guide . 



The Joy of Word Processing 

Paperback Writer offers all the usual benefits of writing on a word processor - and then some! You can write 
and store long documents without bothering with paper and typewriter ribbons. You can add, subtract or 
move text without retyping . And when the document is letter-perfect, you can have it printed out automati­
cally. 

Paperback Writer's other major features include: 

• wordwrap - no words break at the edge of the screen. 

• flexible cursor movement, including tabs and other timesavers. 

• deletion and insertion of characters, lines and blocks of text . 

• on-screen 	text enhancement, such as boldface, italics, underlining superscripts and subscripts, and 
foreign and other characters. 

• manipulation of blocks (ranges) of text for functions such as moving and deleting, even between files. 

• sorting lists in order of numbers and letters. 

• aligning and adding numbers in columns, helpful with tables. 

• variable margins at left and right, and paragraph indentation. 

• lines centered, justified or aligned at the right side. 

• variable page lengths and line spacing. 

• borders at top or bottom with optional title lines and page numbers. 

• 	linked files to print extra-long documents in sequence. 

• flexible printer set-up to allow use with any printer. 

• find and replace text functions that can be automatic. 

• complete or selective directories of files on the disk. 

• sequential files for mail lists and communication with other computers. 

• mail-merge, to customize form letters for a group of people . 

• 	 16-color choice on the screen. 

• fast loading on 1541 and 1571 disk drives. 

• alternate screens (on the 128), allowing rapid comparison and swapping. 

Using This Guide 
The best way to learn Paperback Writer is to load it up and start using it (see Let's Go! on page 6). We 
suggest reading all the Getting Started section before long - but after that, use on-scr'een help (the < f7 > 
or < HELP> key) to get clear and simple explanations of the functions; refer to this guide only when you 
need more detail. 

Getting Started (pages 4 to 7) describes in detail how to begin working with Paperback Writer, and how 
to create a storage disk. A typical use - writing a letter - is described from start to finish, showing some of 
the functions at your disposal. 

This section also explains basic terms to operate the keyboard, and briefly outlines editing and other 
options, suggesting that you get help on-screen from memory and disk . 
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Function Feast (pages 8 to 33) details how-to-do-it - simply at first, with more complex details following (if 
necessary). Once you understand what you want to do, you don't need to read any further. Functions are 
listed approximately in the order you'll encounter in using the program: 

Within a file (editing) : cursor movement, text manipulation , text enhancement, ranges and text format­
ting; 

Between files and printing « C= > commands): load, save, verify, join, find/replace, directories, disk 
commands and print. 

Spelling Checker (page 46) explains how to find spelling errors before you print your document. 

Creating a Printer File (pages 47 to 50) helps you use all the features available on your printer. 

Trouble-Shooting (pages 51 to 52) explains disk errors and how to solve problems that aren't dealt with 
elsewhere. 

Index lists functions, special keys and commonly understood terms in alphabetical order. Use it to quickly 
find functions in this guide and to clarify terms. 

128 USERS: Throughout this guide, sections explaining special features for Commodore 128 
users are enclosed in a box like this one for easy recognition (except for small points mentioned 
in text). In the Contents and Index, items with special information for 128 users are marked with 
asterisks (*) . 
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40-column display (for Spelling Checker) 
To use the Spelling Checker, you must lood the program using 40-column display. You can also 
choose the 40-column display for word processing on the Commodore 128, but as described 
above, this is the same program as for the 64 - using none of the 128's extro speed and 
capabilities. 

Before turning the 128 computer on, make sure the < 40/80 DISPLAY> key is in the up position. 
This tells the computer you want the screen to show 40 columns. 

Now putthe program disk in the disk drive and turn the power on. As before, the program loads 
automatically, displaying "BOOTING PAPERBACK WRITER ... ". 

If the computer is already on when the program disk is put in the drive, load the program by typing 
boot (which appears in capitals) and pressing < RETURN>. As before, "BOOTING PAPER­
BACK WRITER ... " is displayed on the screen. 

Next, you must choose between: 
"fl - 40-column word processor" and 
"f3 - Spelling Checker" 

Press the key of the option you want - <fl > or <f3> - and the program loads. 

If you chose the 40-column word processor, the title "Paperback Writer 64" appears with a 
choice of printers. Move the cursor to the name of your printer and press < RETURN>. 

If you chose the Spelling Checker, your options are now displayed, as described on page 46. 

BACK-UP: To protect the copyright, the Paperback Writer disk connot be copied. However, you con 
purchase a back-up copy when you send in your registration card (in the disk envelope) or at a later date (for 
pricing and other information, see the "read me" file on the program disk). The back-up sent to you will be 
the most up-to-date version available. 

Note: Also because of the protection system, don't try to validate the Paperback Writer disk. See Install 
Printer File, page 42, for details. 

Typical Use - Writing a Letter 
The following example of how to write a letter is in a sequence also used (approximately) in this guide. 

After loading the Paperback Writer program from its disk into the computer's memory, you arrive in edit 
mode. Now you may type the letter in, ending each paragraph by pressing < RETURN>. 

In the course of editing, you may manipulate text by inserting or deleting characters. You'll enhance 
text if you want to underline, boldface or italicize it. Blocks of text may be moved within a file, or new text 
brought from other files, using ranges. 

You'll format text to control how the letter will look on the screen or on paper, altering such factors as: 
how much space is at the top, bottom and sides; whether paragraphs are indented; and whether each page 
has a title and page number. And you may link the letter to an another file so they print in sequence. 

When finished, you may save the letter, giving it a name for reference. You can then see its name listed in the 
storage disk by looking at a directory oHiles on the disk, and can edit it again by loading it onto the screen 
(into memory). If you find a spelling error, perhaps in someone's name, you can find all occurrences of the 
error and replace them with the correct one . 

When you're satisfied with the letter, you can use the spelling checker to have the computer find errors, 
and the 80-column screen format to see exactly how the letter will appear. 

Finally, you con print it onto paper. 

At any point, you can get help (advice on your options) by pressing the < f7 > key. 
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