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uesday, 4th September 1984, at 7.20 pm in  aur
club rooms. Yizitors are welcome!

SPREAD SHEETS

& comparison of features and facilities.

BRING % BUY SALE
Bring along your unwanted Software (originals only - no copies),
and Hardware. If you have none to offer, bring along your wallet!
There could bs some resal bargains hers!!!

Workshop mesting on Sunda 16th Septamber 1984, from 1 pm till 35
75

pm o in our cleb rooms.  To get the masximum benefit from the workshop

it iz recommended that vou bring vour own computar equipmant.

Flease note that workshop meetings are for members only!
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Cannon Hill Zub-branch nes svery znd and 4th Eaturday of the
month at .30 pm, in the Canmon Hill  Etate  School. For further
infaormation ring Barry Wilson (VIC-Z0F at 299 5204 or  Augy  MNorman
{D-ad4) at P9 Z0B0, after hours.,

Springwiood Sub-branch nest

= i Zrd Thursday of the month at
7.20 pm, in the Springwcocod Pre-

hocl Dennie FRd., Springwood.

Sc
Corntact Terry Staer at Z00 3924 (after hgur ) for further details.
Fine Fiveres Sub-hranch meets cn the Znd and 4th Surday of the month
(1 pm - S pm} at the Strathpine High School (rear entrance). Fing
Dlavton Lancaster at 285 4157 (after hours? for further

information.

7y

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Copying of Commercial Softwar
ocur meetings or workshops

Failure *to camply with this regulation will result in loss of
membership!

2 iz pot allowed at




FOR ALL YOUR
COMMODORE
HARDWARE & SOFTWARE

REQUIREMENTS

and

GEMINI-10X FRINTERS
%
- CARD7+G5 INTERFACES

CONTACT: LES VAN TOVIER - FH: 221 7822

4% ADELAIDE STREET ERISRANE
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Our group is now receiving a reasonable  selection of newsletters
from other user groups. These range +from the superbh (ICFUG
newsletter from Great Eritain) to the absurd {(no names mentioned!).

The Independent Commodore Product Users Group newsletter, which is
issued guarterly, is re2ally more of a booklet than a newsletter,
and can have as many as BO pages. In future issues of "CURSOR" we
hope ta make use of same of their vary interesting articles.
Copies of this newsletter will in due course be added to our

library.
I am also very much impressed with the "VIC-UFS NEWS" from Western
Australia. Superbly printed ¢(none of your cheap computer

printersi: with lots of advertising support from local dealers and
dietributor

s, it haz reached a standard ot production, which makes
my mouth water!
The 4.2.7. newsletter iz first rate for  contents, but a bit
‘severe’ in presentation. This may have something to do with the
bureaucratic climate of the place, but I think that changez are on

the way!

We look forward to receiving copies of newsletters from all other
Commodore groups, and in turn will send them copies of our own
publication.

Because of pressure of work our secretary/treasurer John Egan has
been forced to ralinguish the treasurer component of his duties.
Lester Bennett has been coerced to take over this function.

Many thanks to John for services renderad, and a warm welcome to
lester. He will

Ralph Le Yries
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Kevin 0'Brien, the new president of the S.A. User Group, had his say in their July newsletter:
"Connittee members are authorised to switch off any computer eguipment wsed for the illegal
copying of commercial software, and to ask the offending memhers to leave the club premises.”
Strong words indeed, but if needed we may have to follow their esample.

So you thought that 200 odd members is rather a lot to manage? South Australia has close an to
500 members! Must be that cold weather that’s turning thes into computer buffs,

When are we going tc see a joystick on the market with a retractable lead? Vacuum cleaners have
had them for years!

Attention 1520 Frinter-Flotter Users: North Side Business Equipment, cnr. of énn St. & Chester
St., Fortitude Valley, have offered a special price on replacesent pens and roils of paper on
production of your membership card. Club price for a set of four penc (4 black or 4 colours) is
$4,00, conpared with a set of four Commodore pens at $8.00 to 35,00, and Tandy’s price of 4,95
for a set of three. They appear to be all the same pens. The roils of paper are available for
$3.55 per 2 rolls. If different prices are quoted ask for Lorraine. This contact was made by
Barry Wilson. Roger Haig has pointed out that rolls of paper 4rom Dick Seith are a better buy
as regards the actual quality of the paper, compared against that supplied by Tandy ,Comacdore
and Sharp.

.M, Electronics of Stones Corner now offer & combined insurance policy and cervice contract,
which includes four annual maintenance/service calis. Obviously charges for this service are
higher than & service contract only, but you are covered against virtually all types of
contingencies,

Contact Bill Brown for further details.

Tor the benefit of our new members we would like to point out that replacement ribbons for
printers can he purchased at considerably lower prices if you have the existing cartridges ar
spocls refilled,

This service is offered by Jane's Computer Supplies of I% Elgin 8t., Alderley, 4031 (ph. 331
5653).

As an example, we purchased a new ribbon on spools for the Geeini printer for 3,00 from a
computer store. Jane supplied a new ribbon for $3.00 and a refilled spocl for #1.00!

She can supply refills for the 1526 (802} cartridges, but specify carbon-film ribbon! Nylon
ribbons,as used in Epson printers. faul up the warks,

The 6502 Asseably Language Course is now to start on Wednesday Zath September 1984.
See last month’s newsletter for details.
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From our Librarian: Members have been returning library diskettes in padded bags, without
additional packaging. This has resulted in mangled diskettes, which are useless. Flease pack
disks in cardboard first, before packing thea in padded bags. Hany thanks!

One of our senicr aembers, John Naumann is also a committee member of the Micro Computer
Society. This group (founded in 1277) is interested in the promotion of & general understanding
of aicro computers. They meet every second Friday of the month in the 0ld Town Hall, cnr. of
Yulture and braham 5ts., South Brisbane. ¥

During their Septesber meeting there will be a talk on the Timex/Sinclair system, and for their
Jctober meeting there will be an interesting discussion on micro computers in education.

Visitors are always welcome, and you can phane 256 176 for more inforeation.

fre you a financial meaber? If so, bring your green membership card ts cur September meeting to
have it date-stamped for the current financial year.

152% Printer Jwners: Lester Bennet can now fit the Series 7 ROM chip to your printer. Cost is
$10.00, Contact Lester at Z00 1243 after hours.
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On the 26th July your editor stood in for our president Greg Ferry as representative of the
Users Group at the official opening of Commodore’s Brisbane orfice.

Situated at 991 Starnley 5t. East Brishane, it has the advantage of a convenient location with a
sinimua of parking problems. Our Queensland branch is managed by the charming Verilyn Saith,
while the service department is headed by Tony May, and we must not forget Fenny, the secretary!
She ably locked after the welfare of yours truly and the many dealers present at this function.
I alsc had the pleasure of meeting MNigel Shepherd, the wmanaging director of Comsodore in
Australia., Higel was sorry that breg was unable to be there, as they are sparring partners (by
telephone only!) from way way back!

On display were the current range of Cossodore computers and peripherals, as well as praototypes
of the new “Plus/4" and the "Commodore ia" in their charcoal grey cases.

I could only get a limited amount of information cut of our Comsodore friends, but somehow 1
doubt if they knew much more than I did at this stage, and if they did, they weren’t telling!
The information that I have aanaged to pick up gut of the most recent American magazines may
give us at least some idea what the new computers are all about.

The Flus/4: Version of the 254, This is not a replacement for the C-64!

The keyboard feeis good, and I like the 4 diamond shaped cursor keys, There is also a built-in
"Help" key. Ho sprites or synthesizer chip. Has 14 colours with 8 luminance levels, giving a
total of 128 hues. Has tocne generator, similar top VIC, but with improved pitch accuracy.
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Micre-processor chip is a 7201 {another upgrade of the 6502 chip!, 64K memory, of which &0K is
available for Basic programming.

There is a vastly improved versicn of Basic {version I.5), with 75 coamands, which include Sound
and Gbraphice comsands, thus far less Peeking and Poking. It also supports the DO coamands
which are known and loved by FET owners. Screen windowing facilities. Built-in machine
language monitor with 12 commands.

"Flus/4" stands for the 4 built-in programs - Wordprocessor, Data Base, GSpreadsheet, and
Business Graphics. #ccording to *Compute’s Gazette’ of Sept. 84 thic software is designed by
the American Tri-Micro company.

The "Plus/4" interfaces with existing disk drive and monitor, but a parallel drive _has been
shown in prototype (5F3 431), which loads and saves 5 times faster then the 1541, which is a
serial drive,

New plugs fitted to joysticks and cassette recorder, thus no compatibility with existing
components!

This new computer is called the "Production Machine", and seems *o be aimed at the saall
business user. But for use in business surroundings an 30-column screen would be vastly
preferatle to a 40-column screen. And how good is the built-in software? If i; is of Fhe
standard of Easy Script, Superbase, and Calcresult than most prospective users will be quite
happy, but stripped down programs will only cause dissatisfaction in the lsn% Fufi. g
Anticipated retail price is $600.00, Availability? September? Hovember? HNest year sometige?
It’s anybody’s guess.

The Comsodore 16: This is the replacesent for the VIC-20,
This computer comes in the same type case as the present YIC or o4, but the charcoal grey colour
looks rather spmber. It does have the “Help" key, but nat the new type cursor keys. Nxcgnamgd
the "Learning Machine", this is a stripped down version of the "Flus/4", mings Ehe built-in
software, with 16K of available menary, but expandabie tg 54K, New Easic {version 4.5)? and the
built-in machine language monitor, and yes, it does have those new plugs for the joysticks and
cassette recorder! There's also a built-in reset switch,

Anticipated retail price is $200.00. Availability as for the "Plus/4"!

r Basic, 40-coluan

The "Cosmodore 16" is a worthy replacement for the VIC-20, with it's bette _ _
e proposed retail price

streen, and the fact that it can be upgraded to "Plus/4" standard. At th
it should sell very well.

The "Flus/4" has tog many gquestion marks harging over it at this stage to make any predictions
about it’s tuture, but potentially it could be a winner.

Ralph De Vries
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rart 4 - Be Tidy

The next command is very easy to understand, Scratch is another singularly Commodore word, and
its use is for erasing unwanted files from disk, Why Scratch and not Erase .... well, what’s
your guess?

We started vsing WEDGE in Fart 3, so let’s stick with it. To take an unwanted file (FRG, SED,
USR, REL} from any disk, it’s a matter of-

28: FILENAKE

Be careful!!! Once the line iz typed, and you press RETURN, there 1is no escape (except a
hurried withdrawal of the disk from the drive), In another Basic, Commodore gave you an extra
chance by asking Are You Sure?’ but somewhere along the way between 1977 (when Basic 4.0 was
written) and 1987 {when the C&4 wac released) thiz simple safeguard was dropped. Ho hum.

It’s time to introduce something named "don’t care". The '#° character is used to tell the DO
to ignore any characters it finds beyond where you have put it. If you do something like-

you tall DOS to erase all the files it finde in the directory with HMASTER as the first six
letters, no matter what follows them. if you have MASTERFILE, MASTERLIST and MASTERPRINT an
your disk, this cosmand will erase them all. Be even more careful with this syntax than before.
You may lose something you meant to keep.

The sther option is termed "wild card", using *7* as the wild card character. This is really an
embedded "don’t care”, that can be used within z pame. If you have 3 files named MASTERL.MOD,
MASTERZ.HOD and HASTERI.HOD, you could erase them all in ane swoop with-

;5 MASTERT. HOD

because DOS won’t worry about the character that it finds in place of the °?’. Again, CARE.
Think before EETUEN.

Scratch doesn’t actually erase the program sector by sector from your disk. What it does is to
alter a byte in the directory, so that DOS thinks the program is no longer active. It also
alters its memory of free disk block space to reflect the fact that the sectors that were used
for the Scratched program are now available for yse. I4 you do accidentally Scratch a wanted
file, don’t write anything else to the disk, but grab a copy of one of the file recovery
programs, which can be used to restore the altered directory byte. Follow the recovery program
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directions carefully.

Copy is the next Disk Basic comsand. Copy is not as useful in a single disk drive as in a dual
drive, but there is cne particularly useful implementation of it that you must know. First otf,

the core comsand-

€03 NEWNAHE=0: OLDNAME

will copy a file named OLDNAME on Drive 0 to a file named NEWHAME on Drive 0. File OLDMAME
stays put without change. This can be useful for .... well, you think about it. I use it when
I want to keep a copy of some program that works but needs tidying up, so that I have a secand
topy of my hard work just in case.

The other use is for data file concatenation. That mouthful simply aeans sticking files
together end to end, but it only works with SEQ files, Need big data files? MWell, the syntax
is-

2C0: TOTAL=0:PARTY, 9: FARTS, CtFARTE

Up to four files may be put together this way. However, the total command string {fram '} to
"3* in the example abovel must not be more than 40 characters long, so lengthy data file names
are not on if you want to amalgamate a whole parcel of sub-files. Caution suggests doing only 2
sub-files at a time, but the command is quite reliable sg my caution may not be justified.

Duplicate is another housekeeping command that you may come across, but it will only work in
dual drives. You cannot strap two 1541 drives together and use this command, because {although
Commodore left the command pointer in the 1341} there is no working system to make it happen.

Before going on to the next topic, let’s #ill in one important use of the error channel. We
spoke before of ’conversational feedback’, so if you have a bored lock on your face right now, I
could tell that you are losing interest. After each major disk use, it is possible to check
that all went well by asking for sose feedback. The wusual syntax (after aopening the error
channel) is to ask for any error messages-

INFUTBIS,EN, EM$, ET, ES
PRINT EN, EM$, ET, ES

If EN (error nuamber) is 0, everything is OK. If EN is greater than I, then EM$ will tell you
the error. ET (npt that one') and ES will tell you the number of the track and sector where the
error happened. With WEDGE, the syntax is much easier. Just type *» (without the guctes) ang
the error essage string will be printed out for you, Play around with that unlil the next
issue,

FAUL BLAIR
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FEOFESSIONAL FROGRAM FEOTECTION

Pretection of prograss from *Firates’ or little brothers used to involve Pakes to destroy the
listing vector so that listing the program resulted in the crashing of same. But this meant
that the progras had first to be rum, which made the protection totally useless,

My protection however is set permanently into the program and makes portions of your prograa
invisible and/or replaced by a message, or false basic lines.

The method actually involves the addition of REM statements containing deletes. Thus when the
program is listed the deletes actually delete the line from the listing thus nmaking it
invisible, For ezample suppose we had this line that checks a password entry:

85 IF A% {> "PASSWORD" THEN NEW
This line obviously sust not be seen by anycne wnauthorized or it will be useless and thus it
wculd be handy te make this line invisible in a list. For example try this line:

BS IF A8$<> °"PASSWORD" THEN NEW ¢REM" ¢ 234 Deletes
The 3¢ deletes in the above line can be added in two ways. The first is to insert 36 spaces
followed by 36 deletes (this wiil appear as a line of inverted T's). The second method is by
hitting Control RVS ON and actually entering 3o inverted T's. Either will do, as the basic
screen aditor couldn't care less about the difference between a delete and an inverse T. The
quote directly atter the REM is necessary hecause, if it is not present the screen editor will
invert the inverse T's to noramal {useless) T's, (The quote also allows the use of graphics in a
SEM, for those interested!. The number of deletes in the RER statement for total deletion of
the lire is exactly the number of characters before the deletes (including the: REM"} plus one
sg that the printing cursor is positioned on the end of the line above, This insures that no
gaps are left where the deleted line was.

Another way to use this is to only delete the line so that the line number is left and add false
coding to be printed. For ezample:

BS IF A$ {>"PASSWORD" THEN NEW:REM" ¢=24 Deletes> GOTD 100
This results in the actual line being replaced in a list by BOTO 100. Thus if a line is well
chosen it can fool a possible pirate inta looking elsewhere for the protect.
A third way to hide the line is in the middle of data statements and add a false data statement
after the deletes. This is almost impossible tg find.

These methods of protection work extremely well, and are often used to hide the testing of other
protects such as extra characters in a save name, bad sector checks, passwords on disks, and as
mentioned above, password entry so that only authorized users can run the prograa in question,

I hope to have a follow up article on other foras of protection in comaon useage.

Anthony Thyssen
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VIC REVIEWS

"FACEHAKER™ by A.3.K, Bames - $28.00
"NUMBER GULPER™ by A.5.K. Gases - $2B.00
Qur copies by courtesy of Chandlers Pty, Ltd. 43 Adelaide 5t.

"FACE MAKER® gives a choice of three games - long, medium or short. The length of gase chosen
gives more versatility in the drawing of the face, e.g. straight or curly hair, beard, moustache
etc. The children certainly had a fun time playing around with this and came up with some not
very complisentary drawings of Hum with a bald head and stubbly beard. But apart from aucking
around the program did not really provide anything of educational value.

In the second program - "Number Gulper® you try te drive your car into numbers shown on the
screen to make up a given total. This can only be done via the keyboard and 1 found it very
hard to co-ordinate while working out whether the numbers displayed were to be added, aultiplied
etc. This is shown by colour in a chart displayed in the corner of the game. A very hard gage
to achieve any score of value.

I was very disappointed in these games in cosparison with "Words,Words,Words® of the same
series, reviewed some months ago.

Four Frograes froa Contronics @ £18.95 each
Supplied by Chandlers Pty. Ltd.

The first of these - "Proportion® has three levels according to the student’s age and quizzes
them on a series of ten algebra problens.

"Major Mountains" has a choice of two series of countries for the student. The student gets
three goes at the question and then the computer supplies the correct answer. There seems to be
a bug in this progras, since the screen does not clear completely in the bottos section after
the first part of the question.

0f the other two programs - "Juable® was for two players and was played by entering a group of
Words into the computer which are subsequently 'jusbled” and displayed for the other player to
unscrasble. The one problem with this game Was, that if you incorrectly unscrambled a word, the
conputer tells you the correct one and asks if this was what you have - an easy way for someone
to cheat,

The other game - "Vic Tales” is a series of five lines which keep changing either automatically
or manually by choice), to come up with some rather amusing *¥ic Tales' for tall stories). A
fun gase to keep the kids in stitches and give them some reading practice without knowing it.

{cont’d)
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DEFENDER by ntarisert - 335,90 for group members
CENTIFELE by Atarisoft - $35.00 for group aeambers
Jur copies by courtesy of Chess 3ales Qld, Bowen Hills

In *Defender” you are the pilat, and your aission is to destroy as auch as possible on the
surface of the planet below you. To help you with this, there is a radar screen on the top of
your picture. Foints are awarded according to the value for targets hit. #An action gase with
good graphics.

"Centipede” is almost the same as Video Vermin reviewed earlier in this colusn. You aust
protect your garden from the centipede by shooting off the segments as they pass over, but you
must avoid the spider who bounces up and down in wait for you - one hit and your gone.

These tuo games are available to club members on production of their card at the above mentioned
pricee,

A word of disappointment about "Centipede” - the playing screen dees not centre. Two cartridges
were tested, but neither would centre properly,

Julianne Fallen

broup members price $25.00 on production of membership card.

DRAGONFIRE - F.R.F. 34%.75 -
of CHESS SALES Qld, via Exec-u-games, K-Mart Flaza, Wynnum.

Qur copy by courtesy

The object of the game is to direct the prince (via the joystickl across a bridge, dodging
fireballs, to the store room. Once inside, move the prince to collect the treasure, escape fros
the storercon and be ready to cross the bridge again, this time avoiding the firey breath of the
dragon. With every turn the dragon gets more ferocious. The game is for ! or 2 players with 4
selectahle levels. The prince has 7 lives. The graphics are eatremely good, the actual game is
perfact and the sound is terrific. 1 can thoroughly recomsend this gage.

garry #ilson
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FLIGHT SIMULATOR II : From Sub-Logic
Recommended Retail Frice $75.53

If you are a pilot or interested in flying this program is a must.

It is definitely HOT a game but a very clever simulation of a Fiper Cherokee, requiring piloting
skills just as does the real aeroplane.

While the inexperienced person will have a lot of fun he will find it difficult to fly and to
understand all the available features. Any pilots among you are sure to find it fascinating
although somewhat demanding.

I hold a commercial pilot’s licence with instructor and instrusent ratings and I found it quite
difficult to fly at first. The pitch control (that is nose up/down cantrol) is very sensitive,
making it difficult to maintain height and airspeed. The simulator dees not  include an
autopilot. I would have thought it nmot too difficult te incorporate a heading and altitude
hold, which would make the aircraft much easier to handle,

The program comes as a package containing one disk, a Flight Manual for the aircratt, a basic
text on the Frinciples of Flight (complete with flying lessons), and charts of sections of the
u.s.

The screen format displays the cockpit instrusent panel on the lower half of the screen and the
windscreen view in the top half. The pilot may also see out of the side windows, to the rear
and also view the aircraft’s plan position relative to the ground.

Joystick control can be used tc operate aileron and elevator, such as in a real aircraft and
keyboard input operates all other functions including sagnetes, panel lights and fuel tank
selectors.

A full cosplement of radio and radic navigation equipment is provided including ILS {Instrusent
Landing System). Full IFE (Instrument Flight Rules) instrusentation is displayed and
instruments are quite readable on ay moniter although some definition is lost on a TV screen.
The visual effects are amazing considering that a few years ago sisilar 3D cockpit displays were
not even available for million dollar airline simulators. The picture is updated Z to & frames
per second giving a jerky but realistic impression of the outside world.

Significant geographical features are easily discernible, coastlines, roads, rivers, airports
and large towns. Major landmarks are also shown in good detail, including the 5Statue of Liberty
in New York. It’s great fun flying under the Hanhattan Brige and between the twc towers of the
World Trade Centre.

Eighty airports are included and you can take off and land at any of these in realistic fashion.
Cloud levels,wind,day,dusk and night effects can be selected, and at any stage particular flight
situations can be saved and stored later on disk.

Load-up time is about 5 minutes by the time you get to a useful stage although this is a probles
caused by the slow Cosmodore disk drive. I have had a few problems of program lock-up which I
suspect occurs when edit keyboard comsands are given toc quickly or in the wrong sequence.

As the progras requires access to the disk frod time to time, to obtain terrain data, the disk
is used frequently. Any disk drive probleas will therefore lead to frustrating program crashes.
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Your drive needs to he in good order and I suggest that a batkup copy be made 2s soon as you buy
your pragram for chbvious reasons.

ying skills and for teaching radio

I intend to use the simulator to maintain my instrument {1
fun to fly.

navigation methode. Apart from this it is just “rlane”

If this progras whets your appetite for tiying let me know and you can try flving the real
thing!

Bob Kennedy

COMMODORE &4 — EBEaCkaD ISk T I
HIGH SPEED (FOUR MINUTE} DISK COPYING FOR CBH-34 AHD SINGLE 1541 DRIVE!

BACKADISK I1 offers the fcllowing facilities:

lo Lueplete disk backup in 4 2iputes, 2. Fisk forpatting in I seconds.
I. Analyse disk for errors 4. Krite errors 20,21,22,23,27 and 29,
5. frase errgrs fros d:sé. . Zuftware write protection.

The most coamcn protection method for disk programs involves the use of software errors on disk.
If you capy the program. but don't re-create the errors, the copy will not work.
BARCKALISE IT will mare a workable version of many "protected” disks, thus allowing you to back
up your valuable pr:gramb and prevent the worry of losing or damaging your anly copy.
For more details send 3.4.E.
To obtain your copy send %45 to:

i~

{C.C.U.6. (B} members send 540 only)

BEAanNAanaSO0OFT

P.0. 30% 701
WOODRIDGE QLD 4114
Phone (07) 200 5926
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SCREENDUMF FOR THE CEH-24

The low resclution screendump, published in last month’s newsletter will not work as it stands
with a 1520 or BOZ printer.
The following altered lines will allow the use of these printers:

180 FOR I = 0 TO 74: READ A: POKE 3+I,A: NEXT

220 DATA Z51,16%,%06,32,147,255, 162
[use this line for Upper Case + Graphics - equiv, to second. address 0]

220 DATA 251,1e%,103,32,147,235, 162
[use this line for Lower Case + Upper Case - equiv. to second. address 7]

breg Perry

SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT MAGNETIC HMEDIA

Did you know that recording tape, video tape and computer disks and tapes are not permanent?
This means that in the course of time your precious recordings, be they of sound, pictures or
cosputer programs and data files will disappear?

This is a rather frightening thought of course, but the real guestion is: How long will the
tapes (disks) last? Fegrettably very few facts are known as regards the actual shelf life of
these products. I have found cases of audible deterioration in cassette tape after & years of
storage, but magnetic tape has steadily improved in quality over the years. Detericration in
video tape seems to take place at a far more rapid rate, but again facts are very hard to come
by. On the face of it though, your ten year old Bmm movies are much more likely to last than

the one year old video tape of your first baby.

Which brings us to magnetic media for data storage. Again facts are very sketchy, but perhaps
we have members who are, or have been involved with leng-term data storage in main frame
systems., Some factual information would be very welcome.

But let us now devote a few lines to another aspect of magnetic media.

Retailers often accuse user groups as being nothing but illegal copiers of cossercial software,
If however I buy a copy of the "Multiplan® spread sheet, I get a grand total of 1 copy-protected
disk for my $150.00! That’s really great if this one and only copy gives up the ghost.  “Easy
Script" used to come with 2 program disks, and although they shock your disk-drive out of
alignment, this did give you & backup copy. [ believe that new stocks of "Easy Script” come
with only i disk now - there’s progress for you!
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5 persist in tactics such ac described ahove, users will try to
give them an essential backup of an isportant program. The
tures to follow the example of companies such as  Hatteries
ttware, but protect it against piracy by providing a protection

As long as sofiware manufacturer
break the ccitwars prufp tion to
alternative would be for mancfac
Included, whe provide copyable sa
key {dongle).

It is up ta us, the users, to let our suppliers know that we need ‘“protection” against these
anerous practices, Aiter all, if you spend anywhere betweer 350,00 to $150.00 +or & progras
which is supplied on an unstable medius, you have the right to demand some form of backup
against failure. Az long as thic is not forthcoming, people will try to de those "illegal”
backups, and 1 for cne den’t blame thea.

":'l

lease let us have your comments and thoughts on these subjects,

Editor

TTENTIOR SOFTWARE & BOOK REVIEWERS

fis a foliow-up to the above article, I feel that it is imperative that we let prospective buyers
know 1f the scitware or book being reviewed is good value for money.

With the present ficod of programs and books coming on the sarket it is difficult for the
arospective buyer to know what is good ¢ g a regular reader of "Compute’s
Eazette" or "EUN" you will 7ind that & lot of bogks are a re-hash of inforsation previously

ublished in these and similar magazines. Consequently spending your hard earned cash on some
af these books couid be a waste of money.
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Feheng reviews of atari ¢ idges at the club "targain” price of $35.00 are a case in point.
ven at §1U (; [ would fe 1 r at "Pacman" is a rip-off. After all, it has been around for at
1&45 three years, and I am sure that Atari have pade enough profit out of it without ay

contribution.
8o, let’s "e* "critical™ 't At all times ask yourself: "Would I pay that such for such and such
a progras 7%, or “Would the kids still play it in a month’s time?".

Remamber, cur ;¢
{although we are very g
gets value for money.

cb is not to be nice to the dealer who has supplied the software for review,
rateful to them for their support), but rather to ascertain if the buyer

tditor
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Letter = to the Edi & oo

Re: Speedscript

Probably everyhody bat me knew that “Speedscript” comes back to cerrent fext affer a
save-to-tape, GNLY If you haven't sent a copy to the i8¢ printer. In the latter case the save
is pade quite satisfactorily, but the prograw stalls without any way of recovering but RUN/STOP
and RESTORE.

Carl Holzberger (Broken Hill)

Get those YIC/34's out of the Closet!

Recently I read an article in an Australian computer sagazine that indicated that (cmmodore fas
been very successful in bringing the computer to the home, but questioned now that they are in
the howe how they are to get thes cut of the closet,

By view on this matter iz that clubs sinilar t0 0urs should seek sore financial assistance frop
lowsadore or their associated dealers, and organise g (opsedore computer show.

I an not suggesting that we compete against the annual Brisbane computer show, but rather
organise a show day sisilar to the recentiy held gen show at Downey Fark, where 150 takies were
an display.

Do we have the technalogy, can we stisulate the interest, and get those [cmscderes out of the
closet?

{layton Lancaster
Your idea certainly has merit, and I hope that at our next meeting it can be discussed in more

detail. Did you know that there has been some talk in the past about a national Coamcdore show?
This is another idea that should be re-examined.

I have a (-é4, VDU, 1547 drive, and a i52¢ printer.

Problems 1 have a copy of the book “Software 64° by Ower Bishop, and have typed in the
"Rccountant” and "Qpening” programs. [ tried the opening and update parts of sape toc work with
disks, but the "SYS 16386:3Y5 §5541” in line 1100 beat me - also line 1123: BY3 16416:3¥5 63311:
etc.

Could someone please guide me with a little inforsation an how to convert these statements for
disk operation?
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Is there a “compiler’ prograk readily available - if co, how puch and where?

o

Roger fraser (Aillarney!

Regrettably we don’t have the answer to your first problea. If any of our meabers know the
program in question, they might like to let us know the answer.

Yes there is a compiler available for the C-o4, It ic "Petspeed”, published by Commodore, at a
R.ELP. of 390,00

HMEHMEEH "5 & ERT  ISEMERRT S

FOE SALE
EFROM FROGRAMMER +for VIC-Z0 - MAKE YOUR QWN CARTRIDGES 140,00
EFROM CARDE up to SE EBLOCE SWITCHABLE % 1o.00
DATRSETTE COFYIMG CARDZ, CARD OMLY ¥ 3,50
DATASETTE COFYIMG CARD, FULLY ASSEMELED & 15.00
CONTACT CLAYTOW LANCASTER AT 285 3157 (AFTER HOURS)

SALE OF CBM-24 SOFTWARE AT HALF PRICE AND LESS!

m
X

CALCRESULT EASY - Spreadshset on Cartridge F 90,00
i%8E - Very powerful, for Mailing Lists,

¥ Stock Control, and Many HMore !!! $ 75,00
20,00

H

1]
JUMFMAN JUMIOR - Cartridge version of this Famous Game

From Electronic Arts:
MUSIC CONSTRUCTION SET - The easiest way to write music! $ 30,00

ARCHON - One of the Best Computer Games Ever! 20,00

HE

Corntact Falph De VYries at 20 Z477
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COMMODORE COMPUTNBERMUSERSY GROUE {EINDYSESENRECTHOEY

Fresident: GREEE FEREY
Secretary: JOHRK EGAN
Minuts Secrestary: ROGER HAIGH
Treasurer: LESTER EBERNETT

DEREFK FARERELL
LESTER BENMETT

Educaticn O0Ffficer
Technical Officer

Chia+ lerarlan. CLIFF FOTTINGER Fh.Z277 4520
Librarian - EBooks: CUSEEEY LI E Fh. 35s 7371
Librarian — VIC: JULIANKNE FALLEM B @RacE s
Newsletter Editor: FALFH DE VRIES Fh. 30 2477
Adv. Representative: NORM CHAMEERS Fh.Z41 Z&31
VIC-Z22 Sub-Committes
Chairman: ROGER HAIGH ERSEEss BOEH
CEM=-44 Sub-Committee
Chairman TERRY STEER Sing Sa e
FET Sub-Committee
Chairman GREG FERRY B EEe=Tes

For specific computer problems contact members of the
relevant Sub-Committee. ;

Flease enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope, when
contacting committee members by mail.

Flease address all editorial matter to:

24 Kaloma Rd. The Gap, Brisbame, QLD  4061. (Not to
F.O. Box 274, Springwood please!)

Deadline for any particular month is the second Tuesday
of that month.
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Author (s), and not necessarily those of the C.C.U.G. L
or the Editor.
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For professional service and support call in to CW Electronics.
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