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Hand clap

I feelthat it is time we
stopped griping about the atrocious
cost of video games and twrned our
attention, instead, to those
programs and software houses
which deserve our praise

In my opinion, one such company
is Dosoft. They are constantly
producing extremely powerful and
user friendly software (at a
reasonable price). Al the products
are well documented and | feel that
their cuscomer services are second
10 none. Not only are the replies
excremely prompe, but they also
appear willng and very able to help
with any problems attached with
thei software. They even supply
the relevant peeks and pokes so
that you may tailor the program to
your own needs. (This is 2 problem
which does not often occur since
their programs are so flexible to
begin with).

In additon to this, many budding
machine-code programmers may
find it very intructive ust to
browse through their software since
many of the machine-code routines
are accessed from Basic and
therefore can easly be located and
disassembled.

So let's have a round of applause
for Dosoft for producing not only
useful, but also instructive software.

Dear Dosoft — we assume that
Edmond is no relation of yours.

Help

1 am writing to you for help
more than anything. | bought a

cassette from Boots the chemist at
Chesterfield. The cassette is called

Software, the program writen by |
Gardner in 1983. Well the trouble is
‘on the way back from Chesterfild |
lost the instructions on how to use

Lttel‘s

it So | would be most pleased if

see if anyone could help me.
D.T. Joel, 220 Hurst Rise, Matlock,
Derby’s, DE4 3EW.

you could ask the fellow readers to | T. Waterhouse doesn't want his CU

Keep CU asit s, and i

T-shirt send it to me.
Jock Diamond,
yr, Scotland.

be done with

The same comment might also
Kaight Games i a classic example

Warrior!
and stop going for the easy optio

ary .
Peterborough.

We're tempted to agree with
but if software houses are
there must be a market. And

games there is an element of
here. You can make

Predictable Games

When your reviewer calld for sometting new to

Bere review, uly). So many games both on the
in the arcades rely on the same basic and
very boring ideas. Move rightwards across the
screen and fight your way past nastes. No matter
how good the graphics are the same gameplay pervades. These are
just like platform games, a well tested technique that can be
repeddied time and time again for a few more pounds.

you can buy for the computer. Why on earth
more than two at the most? How come they selland keep seling!

give it an average mark, then give Woy of the Tiger a screen sta.
Surely there is ltle to separate them from a game lie Fighting

‘Why the hell can'c programmers come up wich some new ideas

going to end up looking fike. Another clone | suppose.

churning out arcade sl Lo

theseare o high qualiy — fike Beret and Ghosts and
Goblins. Many other software houses out there are

up your own mind
about Fist Il from the preview.

sames, how right he was (Green

be applied to allthe fighting g
should | want t0 buy

You put it on the front cover and

! One wonders just what Fis I s

you in some respects Gerry,

it must be said that

predictability

Ayring Praise

1 have been reading the
excellent uly edition of CU, and |
must disagree with the eritiism of
T. Waterhouse

I chink your letters page s good.
Hot Shots s a good laugh, as s
Undle Jim's Club. The G-Force is a
brill dea, the game reviews are
most informative, the program lists
are adequate

11250 read (Y.C.) magazine and
think they publish far too many.
lstings, which | haven't time to keep|

wp it

Overseas
price war

@ Letters

to know (and software comparies)
about the increasing rate of pirate
computer games in overseas

untris.
1 live in Nairobi and have at least
double the amount of copies than
originals and my friend's collection
of over 100 games i virwually all
copies
1f companies want o stand by and
watch as the alarming rate of
pirate” tapes increase then let
them do so but for these companies
who do like to take advice then
how about puting a fixed price after

import duty tax etc s most
shopowners have put unbelievable
price marks on such games 2
Commando and reasonably new
ames.

Commando priced in England
£7.95 s priced at £25 here and if
you don't like it they tell you to get
fost as there are only four gaming
computer shops in the town (all
about the same price). And secondly
0 try to encourage more
businessmen to open new computer
shops in the under-developed
countres,

Mark Jenkins,

Nairob, Kenyo.

PPLO query

What ever happened to the
PPLO? Was i just a publicty stunt
0 promote the ‘Litle Computer
Nerdies' or is Agent Kubinski on a
stal in some market trying to flog
£5m worth of used bog paper!
Who is the dastardly Agent Kubinski
(s is fist name Nigel)? Did they
run out of magazines to cut the
letters from? s there a London
Branch of the PPLO? (f so | want
o join it.) Who is the mastermind

@ | g readers mghc ke
Our letcers bag is bulging
criticisms,

panding our letters page. Every

with your comments,
jes and praise current

L L U g
30-32 Farringdon Lane, London ECIR 3AU.

behind his ruthless bunch of

ly s0 we
letter printed gets a

your pen and paper out and write in to.



renegades! Could it be Mike

Patcenden? Yes! Did Mike Pattenden

make this whole thing up himself?

Was it because nobody was reading

Hot Shots and he wanted to catch

somebodies atention! Please fil me

on the latest

Jamie Bourne,

Borkingside, Essex

The PPLO contact us when

they want o. Notingis known
hi ahuure terrorist

Ris ng to the
challenge

1 simply must congratulate
you on your July 1986 issue. It was
fantastic especially all that info on
the Virgin Challenger Il you know
althat suff on lengeh, widch, hul
etc. No other mag goes to al this
trouble to do dhis for all us
uneducated ones do they!

Also | would lie to say al the
reviews are briliant, even on the
most shoddy games you make the
reviews fun to rea

Another thing | ke is the way
you take notice of C16 and Plus/4
‘owners and review their games as
well, | haven't come across another
mag that does thi, they all
concentrate on 64s and leave the
small fry out. So | would just ik to
say thanks for a really ace mag that
really does have it al.

Graham Dovies,
Birmingham.
Mike’s Dad
writes in

*Pm tell me why nearly

every CU reader gives Mike
Pattenden the stick? | wonder how
those moaring minies (i. D.
Procida & T. Waterhouse) would
feel f they were i his shoes, upset
obviously

1 haven't seen any good words
written about Mike Pattenden
(except for . Rogers VERY
agreeabl lettr), so here you are
Hotsho Mike, you're bril, you're
funny, you're witty, and your
reviews are ineresting and
informative and you let the
company who made the game know
where they stand, so keep it up Si

Mike Pattenden.

Not just Mike Pattenden has done
well, but all of you have, congrats
on such a well excellent computer
mag.

Kevin Coleman,
Pentwyn, Cordff.

ke accepts the knighthood,
but promises it won't change
him at

Commodore
warning

Pay attention Commodore.
What the fellare you trying to do?
Comit suicde? f not, you are
having a good shot at t. Over the
last year, it i reported,
Commodore have lost vast amounts
of money. No wonder.

In my opinion Commodore
thought that their Wonder machine
— the Amiga would save them (as
they spent at least 25 millon dolrs
o it) but instead, it i their death
warrant. Their compeition, the
Atari S205T, is overwhelming t. At
Haf the price this is not surprisng

1 waited for a smart move from
Commodore to save them, but
what's his | see? The Amiga wil
carry a hefty price tag of £1,700
which puts it into the same division
a5 BM, Macintosh ecc. Thisis
madness as there is no software
(esp. Business).

1'had hoped that the Amiga would
drop to about £500 or £600. Then
it would be a popular successor to
the 64, and, | feel better value than
the Auri. Please ke note
James Clncy,

Co. Longford, Rep. of Irland.

Mike moan

@ 1o iy witing ©0

crticse Mike Pattenden for his
disgusting reviews (aww o, not
again. MP). In the Christmas ‘86
issue he siagged Commando and gave
Rambo a Screen Star. (1) He surely
must have been bribed by the lads at
Ocean. Every other reputable
magazine did the opposite (Zzap
641, C+VG etc.) Also, how could
Yie A (boring) Kung Fu get a Screen
Star over King Fu Master? Yie Ar
Kung Fu's garbage. (Probably more
of Ocean's bribes). The chart shows
just how peaple appreciated these
reviews

Agart from that, the G-Force is
spot-on, giving games what they
deserve. (Especially Ken McMahon's
review of the CI6's Pharcah's
Tomb). Keep up the good work

(and why not get Mike Pattenden

on a Speccy, or sack him!)
Steven Deviin

Newburgh, Aberdeenshire

PS. Do you like living beside
C4VG!

Mike has placed this and other
letters in the hands of his
solicitor. He also points out that
he is not solely in the pay of
Ocean, but will accept any
reasonable offer. Only when
they buy us drinks.

Bad choice

? I recently faced the siation
where | vas about 1o buy 2 game
bux couldn't make my mind up
about which one | should buy.

One of the games | had played
before and enjoyed and the other |
wanced to buy because | enoyed
martia arts and boxing games

Sol payed sx qud for the marcal
ats game

I ook i home and losded .

The s e i | it
for about 30 seconds and switched
of | couldns beleve thit 3 game

of that price could be so rubbish.

he game went st o the back
of my shl,

The purpose of this eer i or
anyone who owns a Plus/4

+have compiled a Top Ten of the
ames tht | hve bough. Some are
expensive but most are budget

ames.

So if anyone has faced the same
dlemma a5 me you can ake your
pick from thee:

| Mercenary
2 Frank Bruno's Boxing

ACE

4 Sword of Destiny
§ Kikstart
6 Berks lll
7 Big Mac
8 Hustler
9 Fingers Malone
10 Legionnaire
And my top 5 DONT'S are
| Thai Boxing
2 Cruncher

So there you are.
Simon Brodbury,
Mossley, Lancs.

Poor Punter

Thanks for a great mag. |
love reading the leters you print
every month and | said hell why not,
50 here's something for your
readers to think about.

1 often see letters complaining
about the price of software in
England. | live in the Emerald Isle
(Ireland) but being from Birmingham
1 know prices you have to pay for
software and hardware and if you
dhink you ot are being robbed just
take a look at what | pay: Thrust
£4:50, CMB 64 £299.00, 10XSSDD
Disks £25.00 per box, Visawrite
£97.00, Game Killer £23.00, al
Mastertronic's Games which are
normally £1.99 in England are £3.50
here and games generall range
from at the least £3.50 to around
£25.00. 1t's funny realy because the
difference between the punt and the
pound is only 10p and you probably
won't believe this, a CBM 128 costs
the same 25 2 CBM 64, £299.00.

I've been forced to mail my punt
to England to mal order Companies
(f) and take my chances, | may
become an endangered species here.
I'm seriously thinking of sarting my
own business selling software. |
would make a milion. My nearest
computer shops are 4, 12.and 17
miles away and al are supplied by
only one distributor. | ask you, who
is pocketing al the money! Can
anybody help us before we become
extinct? We lrish users are an
endangered species. Love your mag,
Keep up the great work and every
time you feel ke complaining jusc |
think of us, the endangered species
Brendon McLoughiin
Kilenaue, Irfod.

Ins and Outs

@ i reaing Nl
McDermott's letter about
Cl16/Plus/4 Ins and Outs | was.
inspired to write my own list so
here it is.

INS: Anco, Ele, Commodore

Legionnaire, C+VG, Berks Il
UTS: Gremiin Graphics, BMX

Racers, Squirm, Commando, |
Tynesoft, Return of Rockman,
Pokes that don't work, US Gold

Uncle Jim is great, but why not
include the C16 Plus/4 in your
Advencure Section’ Whatever
happened to you reviewing Winter
Events by Anco? Is there any clever
people out there with pokes/tips for



Anirog’s Tom Thumb, | think the
new Play To Win section is great,
50 keep up the good work.

Carl Vlk,

Shipky, W, ok

Winter reviewed this
mon(h. il
pages. That should keep you lot
quiet.

Could be
better

| am writing to 53y
Congrauations CU for the new
facelfc on the magazine. It's bril

But | do have comments on how
it could be improved:

1. Do not review rubbish games
with a low rating, It's a waste of
space. i.e. Max Headroom. To
eview these sorts of games just
give the tite and 2 rating by the sde
of it, do not go into the depth of
the game just to telus it's 2 load of
it

2. In the Play To Win tps please,
please make sure they work. | have
tried many pokes which in the end
don't work, Rambo in the lst issue,
‘when you push the joysticks in the
opposite direction to each other the
helicopter stays where it s

But overallit's a brill mag, Well
done CU, keep it up.

Scott Whitehouse,

Wasal,

1f we didn't tell you which
games were no good, how
would you know! When we do
we have to justify it.

Fred fret

Great magazine. Shame about
the review(er)

1 vead with rising iritation your
reviews of Newus (Jly isse). It
seems to me that Fred Reid didn'c
even bother to play the game. I've
played ic on and off for the last
three weeks and its great

“The box i great. A real change
from other people’s cheap tat. Mr
Reid doesn't point out in any detai
that the game’s core is assembling
the hidden information into the basis

of a story. Nor the fact that some

of the Nexus characters can and do

direct you to an elusive bit of info.
I can read the messages on screen

and don't wear glasses. And | think
the phrase ‘Get Lost” s actually
spoken to you and not by you.
Finally and in my eyes, the most
damming evidence for Mr Reid not
having bothered to try the game is
your picture llstratig the review.
It shows a screen with a menu and
the phrases ‘up level Cheat/Down
level cheat”. These don't seem to
be in my copy. And Mr Reid digs a
deeper hole by claiming the object
of the game i to free your friend
and escape o the underground
river. Even a feeble atempt at the
game would have shown Mr Reid
the nasty fact that Tayo, your
friend, has gone over o the other
m and i in fact a vicious black
ard,

7 am sorry 10 go to such length
but this sort of thing really is
amoying. | expect Mr Reid spent
mosc of his time, breaking nto the
program to admire ts ‘technical
achievement' and had to rush off his
review. Wel, | for one prefer to
pay the game. Wel done Nexus,
give us more. And here is a big
raspberry to Mr Reid
T, Bery
Gosforth, Newcastle upon Tyne.

Fred blows one back with knobs
on.

Racist slur

@ g one of the many non-
Englch buyers of Commodore User,
| feel compelled to write to
‘complain about the ignoring of
other parts of Britan in your
articles.

For example, in your US Hotine
article i the July issue about the
“Weirdware Revolution’, you ask if
there i anythig like this in England
Also, in the ‘Raging Beast’ review,
you mention being ‘England's’
answer to El Cordoba. Shouldn't
this be BRITAIN's answer to El
Cordoba! thereby allowing we
Scottish, Irish or Welsh to be
consdre,
Alan
Garbwrabl S,
Hotine s wrtan by o
ican, so he's excused the

faerpiadiea s i,

p Ed of Ukranian
i M o i

a.

Nice Flem

1 became a reader of
Commodore User several months
ago. Now, I've decided to write and
to congratulte you. Your mag is
absolutely fantastic, and 2 must for

every Commodore user who wants.
t0 make fulluse of hisher
computer

1, being a fan of both, games and
serious programs, think you are
certainly 2 cut above the other
competing magazies, because you
also pay attention to the serious

sr.

I mus also say — and here | can't
agree with some people who have
written to you i the last few
months — that from the moment
the G-Force was introduced, your
games reviews have became better,
better and better ... keep it u
that way!

As we all want a laugh from time
o time, don't sack Mike Pattenden!
1 find is reviews and Hot Shors
column the best part of the mag

Finally, | must say that I'm very
glad having discovered an adventure
helpine! I've been waiting for that!
Patrick Wlert,

um

Bounder

I have been an avid reader of

CU since | got my |
November 85. | am writing about
an article in Juy's isse of US
Hotine. Dan Gutman dd an article
on weirdware revolution. | thought
it was interestng, funny and weird!l
At te end Dan Gutman sad there
was o many that he was only
skimming the surface and that he
was going to write a book on i.

1 thought that writng a book on
it was a good idea, but would it not
be 2 good idea to have a page on
weirdware each month in CU!

Also i there any chance of CU
making binders to hold our sacred
copies of CU?

Thanks for an amazing, fab, cool,
w (and any other praise word)

ot Rowlar,
Dubn, Irelond.
1 don't think there's enough
weirdware for a regular spot,
but we'll keep you posted of
any developments. As for
binders, we'll be looking into
at.

Compo
winner

@ 1 dorc know how 1o thnk
you enough. For months I've been

30-32 Farringdon Lane

Letters, Commodore User, Priory Court,

@ Letters I

waiting for Green Beret to be
released. Then when it was released
1 did't have the money to buy it
Then on Saturday the 2Ist of june a
parcel from Imagine came n the
post. | quickly opened it and inside
was Green Beret, | loaded it in and
played i straight away. I's been
worth the wait, i’ a classc. Then
my dad asked how | got it and |
rembered entering your competiton
in the May issue. | couldn't believe.
that 'd actually won a competicion,
1 was 50 happy. ine's got
alot beter lately with the facelf,
fay to Win and even
better games reviews. Thanks agan
Perr Stevenson,
Bournemouth.
Gee, it was nothing . ..

Separation

@ e o o
those software houses o
bt tu: C16 e v
Plus'4 owners are not inseparably
joed at the i
Firsly to Cascade for ACE an
excellnt game, and mos of al 1o
Novagen for the superb Mercenary
Wiich mus be game of the year on
any micro.

But now it i slap wrists time for
you lads at Commodore User, as |
am informed that Soboteur from
Durell is avalable for the Plus4, but
this fact did no appear in your jly
review of the game. Please don't
hide any Plus4 information on
games from us,i’s hard enough
aready to find software for our
poor micros.

o close on a happy note though,
thanks to all ac Commodore User
for the support you give us Plusi4
Tads and keep pressing the other
software houses to support us
Michoel Few,

Stonehause, Glos.
Saboteur slipped
through the net,

, London ECIR 3AU.
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‘Creative music for creative people’
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Postcode Europe - Hardware £4,005oftware £200
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MIC MUSIC s .
If ordering via ACCESS - ymr paym:m 10 SYNDROMIC MUSIC, 35A Grove Avenue, London

Call 01-883 1335 for immediate clearance.




or rtion Kook Sty sed the con-
Seaks for the wwititude of potsntiel muves s very

2 showdown with the new Fist
Martech’s D rtin cooly asserted, “No pro-
Blara e 85 o e sparks fly next month.

No bonus points for guessi
something 1o o with bombs. Ario
the 64 stan
Deactivator Droids (they look like an up ty
Bin). Working as team, the bomb-dispoeing DDs must
search the rooms of a five-storey building, find the
boms and lob them niftily out of the window — not
any old window, but a specific one in the building.
Bits of circuit board must be picked up along the way

to activate omputer and turn on lights in the
darkened rooms. By the way, some of the rooms have
a weird gravity effect and they're all patrolled by

guards who've been inveigled (have you got a dic-
tionary?) in the plot. Bombs away.

Get this for a mouthful. The Sacred
Armour of Antiriad. | know it takes

because it's the name of the new
game from Palace Software — the
Caule

Sanxion is the first
from Thal

The game casts you as Tal

barbarian who begins his qu
stark naked in a forest. The wi
animals of the trees can be killed
by lobbing rocks at them. Your aim
s to find some armour in the ruin-

ore humans
as get rid of them. There are
51 wemyee o sonie 600
different s

ns a darn-
their volcano own Marvel-produced col
home. The game comes with its well. Can't

\ e ’ Gremlin Grapl
riaren | anes nan oa:o0 0200 ponn TN

jor rersed or, worst of all,
you can m s lhrnuwh a blac
® This one is go




=i \"/An
hu - n-ﬁ i

DTATED DU U £33U




27/29 High Street

DIMENSION==""-

computers |.t.d. s

THE MIDLAND’S LARGEST HOME COMPUTER STORE
57500 £17.95
3500 £24.95
£5000° £19.95

£1295

SOFTWARE Package), Disc

D BASE | OFFER Easyscript (Word
Ashon Tate D Base Il cbm 128 database with Ermoesec)

FREE How To Run Your Business with D Base Il Eayspell Spelichecker.
plus ‘Understanding D Base Il books 2o
worth £22 85 £119.00

facilties, Disc
Practicalc (Spreadsheet),
Tape

MICRO CLERK 128
Accouris Package win Spreadsneet
§mons Basi Extension Database and Word Pro
Comriodora i

Vizastar XL864. 06 ok b b

Vizastar X8 128 £12095 N 750
Vizawrite Classic 128 X

~IF PURCHASED
WITH ACCOUNTS PACKAGE
LOGO +PILOT TIMEWORKS 128
2Educational Languages, Wordwriter Word Processor
Disc Data Manager Database.
Eas)file Database, Disc Swiftcalc Spreadsheet
Introduction to Basic Sideways Spreadsheet
ts ape : .95 Print U

AUDIOGENIC SUPERIOR
Swift Spreadsheet 126, Disc. Speech Software, Tape
Worderaft 40 Word Speech Software, Disc:

Zmueshe) Ceico CBMPLUS 4 COMPANIES PACK
Magoie (Database) iocking Prcreel scger soes

artridge & Disc jer Accounts and Stock Control.... ~ £24.95
6 msc ADVENTURE GAMES PACK,

\GRAM
Purchase Ledger 64

ANDIC
e o re
uperscript 128 & PRACTICORP. Eodus, Suspended, Suarcross,
erbase 128 Inventory (Stock Control Zorkl, Zorkll, Zork
COMMODORE i 4 CARTRIDGE GAMES PACK, 64/128
Future Finance (Planning Avenger,SarFaide, Sar Post
aider Rat Race

Database/Word Processing

COMMODORE PRINTER OFFERS

MPS 801 Dot Matrix Printer £120.05 SCOOP PURCHASE — FEW ONLY

MPS 803 ol Matrs Printerwith Tracior Foed £169.95 CBM MPS 802/1526 Dot Matrix Printar

DPS 1120 Daisywheel Priner £229.95 = £139.95
g CBM 15204 GolourPriner/Poter £59.95

PRINTER RIBEONOFFER

MPS 801, 802 Ribbons.

£1599.95

STARNL10C NLQPRINTER
fully C
Commaodore 1571 Double-sided Drive.

n
BUY 4 AND GET ONE FREE!

PERIPHERALS

MS 2000 MOUSE PACKAGE
Mouse, Cheese Graphics and Desktop Uity Software
(Disc & Tape) £64.95
NEOS 64/128
With Cheese Software (Tape) £44.95

snumme Utiity Software. £18.50
THE ARTI

Gommaodore 128 Compendium
MOUSE Commodore MPS 1000 CBM/Centronics Printer
Gitizen 560P 2-colour Dot Matrix Printer
ully Commodore compatible

ey .
Foweh Canriba

Tape-to-Disc and Utilities Cartridge £39.95 PERSONAL CALLERS AND EXPORT ENQUIRIES WELCOME
Gommodore Can Dot Recorer 2% AL OFFERS STRITLY SUBJECT TO AWNLABLITY

£79.95 ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT.

STOR PRl CADMAS SRR AR ErOR THE
OMMODORE PLUS 4/C16.

New Commodore 64/128 Modem
FCC CENTRONICS INTERFACE
‘With Commodore Graphics and 8K Buffer £64.95

Music Maker 128 Keyboard & Software £24.95 Plaasn acd 1 00 owardscariage and packingon any sotwarearder

8Channel Synthesiser Pack

Win oksize Keyboard and sofware
mdrum Digital Drum Synthesiser

Gorokaine 2981 o load!/utiity cartridge.

Box10Commodare Compatile Discs

Currah Speect

TROJAN CAD MASTER LIGHT PEN OFFER

N —
NOW INGLUDES SCHEEN DM T0 PRINTER ROUTINE
Top Tojen Cad s pachage comisus o ity gt porf i
superbly designed graphics softwar
T o e o incudo roahand raw, pant. i,
c.. combining
Surprisingly comprehensive Grapnics Package — undoubtedy
representing the best value package of its kind.
9

£149.95

o order,siher s craquelP 0. wi cougon ot g (0833)STATS/Z18Twih
‘Send to: Dept. No. CUS, Dimension Computers Ltd., B
27725 High Sree, Letoster E1 4FP &

Item au-nmyl Price

Toul ]




Northern launch
for new 64

Commodore has taken the
unprecedented step of going
outside the Smoke to faunch a
new computer. I’s chosen the
Commodore Show in Manchester

issue). Although no prices are
fixed yet, it's rumoured the
combo will sel for around £195.
Soif you're anywhere near the
University of Manchester Insitute
of Science and Technolog)
(UMIST), Renold Buiding, Sackville
St on the 12, 13 and I 4th of

operating system (reviewed i this

Who wants a He-Man?

US Gold's latest boast that
they're ‘The masters of
computer software’ refers not
to their success so far this
year (five number ones in six
ondie) b 1 thelr et
major licensing deal —
Masters of the Universe.

A series of games based on
Matcels super heroesis plamed
including an adventure writcen by
Adventure Inernational. Frst
relese, though, is an arcade game
which pits He-Man, his trusty
steed and companion Battle Cat

and the rest of the team against
His arch enemy Skeletor.

Skeletor i the essence of evi
and constantly plots to overthrow
the Masters of the Universe from
their home on Snake Mountain
With the super heroes out of the
way he then plans to take over
the kingdom of Eternia

US Gold plan to release the
arcade game some time in
October and the adventure a
month laer. There will be a Cl6
version of the adventure but not
of the arcade game.

September, grab the chance to be
one step ahead of us southerners
— g0 and see the 64C for
yoursel.

There will be around 75
exhibitors displaying the latest
software and peripheral, phs an
Amiga Theatre, an 8:8i¢ Theatre
(you're computing queries
answered) and "top groups’ using
the Commodore Music System —  October at the Holday Inn, 73
oh no, not Rick Wakeman again!  Boulevard Victor — bonnes
Tickets are £3 for adultsand £ vacances.

Hang glider terror

Hang glding comes to the 64 at
fast in the shape of the latest usig the two-colour, detaied
game from Quicksiva — Glider  graphics technique, pioneered in
Rider. games like Knight Lore and
The object is o fly your gider  Failght.

over a scroling 3D terrain ina bid  Watch out for it in early

to penetrate the defenses of Sepltmber at around the nine
Abraxas, destroy a terrorist HQ  pound
and gide safely back to base

for the under-sixteens.
Meanwhile, if you're goir
Paris on holiday and you can't
bear the thought of being away
from your favourite Commodore,
you'd better head straigh for
Commodore Expo, the Froggie
version of our very own
Commodore Show. It's held
between the 24th and 26th

“The landscape s highly detailed

lagnum Force:
his is the Magnum,
possibly the most powerful
joystick in the world. Well,
rironic are claim
something like that ant nd we,
ance of a Dirty
Harry allusion go to was
2l kinds of flash phrases
s Frge Voo {nice shape), P
fast response), a i
it sounds like
ty it won mmn 55 'huugh—
closer to'E04



Beyond beam up

British Telecom owned

il — a thousand star system and 256
company Beyond are still a4 s
showing snterprise i the sub plots (What, no Kiingons? —
shape of their atest game Ed). Sounds ike a five year mission
licence. They have j 108
,',‘f,"",ff,m"{,;;’;e’;’.i‘e Added to that ¢l feature the
et theviitE foc theme tne, loads of sound effects
ircadd garnd Baseon St and speech. Wel you can guess
Trek the kind of thin inna get a
he game i going to be of the € ©f Thrust cap’
arcadelstrategy type with what a “The stoey e & s e
sperson descrbed as “The  Klingons (ht’s bettr — Ed) have
Bes team of programmers ever  developed a mind control device

asembled.” A quk look st e Caled 3 Psi Emicter and the
cast supports that cim, with the  Federation have sent the
team led by Mike Singleton (Lords ~ ENCerprise into the star system to
of Midnight, Quake Minus One) and  ind it. Mike Singleton's also
ki Grabain Everect wnd promising insantly recognisable
Steve Kane, ex-Denton Desgns ~ Picures of the main crew
who were responsible for Frankie ~ Members like Spock, Kirk, Sulu,
Goes 10 Hollywood and Shadowfire,  Bones et .

1fthe team sounds impressve You'l have to wait only as ong
the game sounds equaly good. [t 25 September for a copy. We'l be
promises to be of huge dimensions (3king 2 peek at the Captain’s log

just as soon as we can

King Size Ut
(bl 5mekt

them uncl we cottoned on t

g Sk s o ol

from Robek for the C16 and

wordprocessor, both using the
turbo load facilty. All three
programs are on tape and cost
just £4.95 each. We'll be
reviewing them next month.

Hors from Bubble
88 coninues to
b the 3G Wt L
s L il
gatecrashing 2 party held inside 2

wrong with my aiing C167

Clever Trevor: Th
FBI building has been
overrun by evil Foreign Agents.
They demand the release of spies
held by the American government.

deactivate them (pst, i's on th
rev). That's an

 you, soon

Lisisdpol bl bl

*s’

Infocrimes: French
oftware house,

Infogrames (rement

Mandragore?) i launching a

“erime’ series of games for the

64, the firsc cide being LAffoire

Vera Cruz. As monsieur

Finspecteur, you're confronted by

work
Surceie, Vera Crur coss £8.95
on tape.

Compunet Kiling:
ould make 3 real

Kiig by fobing Compume

raghvay, n what sounds e 3

deperse b to grab

St i uNew\g oo

ree i

o e 8. el

EE et

can be contacted on 01 965

8866,

Elite Bargains: Classy

owar house Eee
have decided that they 00 want
gl g

o, everybody else
5. They're rercleasing Valhallc
Skool Doze and offering a new
game, American Football al for
£2.99 each. If that ot sel,
there'll be more on offer during
the Autumn,

BT . '
ing much aws

Room Ten, S0 i

game it's so0n to reiease for the

4. Room Ten s the room n the
Galcorp me Cnrpem(mn
3 ball g

Tghding i played Maybe 1 ke
indoor cricket! We'll be knocking
on the door pretty soon to find

Elephant Ribbon: If
e e e
scquiog boons for
e pebter. don' forges
(ot stk
shei rang co incude rbbons for
S 801, 802 and 803, the
526 the 4023 dusyhee
They range between £3.70 and
£5.12. More details on stockists
from 0923 41244

Castle Quest: If you
yped in asc month's
program, Caste Quest, you'll need
<o change a couple of Ines, the
nes that refer to number of Ives
nd level. Here they are:
935 PRINT “(HOME) (19

950 mnr P HOME
CRSR DOWNY" TAB (33)
CERTS (L) - RETURN

Citizen Interace: Ac
ong . Cien has
i o
oertace carridge fo 15 1200
(we reviewed it in the May
issue). The cartridge costs £52 and
wil let you reproduce faithfully

at around £250 (plus VAT)



@ Where?

Olympia , Hammersmith Road,
London, W14

@ How To

Get There!?
Kensingeon Olympia Underground
station wil be i operation
throughout the show. Entrance is
sicated opposice the Grand Hll
entrance. Buses — Nos 9, 52 and
73 pass along Hammersmith Road
in both drections

@ When?

Sth - Tth of September.

@ Opening Times!
Friday and Saurday 10 al 7.
Sunday 10 til 5

@ How Much?

Admission fee £2.00 Adults and
hidren

ACTIVISION ***
Top US games house has four big
Ticensing deals to shout abou.
Spielerg's Big Trauble in it
China i a Kung Fu adventure fim
Labyrinth starring David Bowie,
Howard the Duck — the feature
fim based on the Marvell Comics
character, and Alens — a sequel
<o the origial horror Scii epic
Activision will have games based
on all these four fims on sale by
Christmas, Catch previews a the
show. Hacker Il wil also be in
evidence.

ADDICTIVE ***
Three new games from Addictive
o sample at the show. ARA.C
reviewed in Screen Scene this
month, Head Coach a Football
Manager-type-game for the N.F.L.
league and another strategy game
called President in which you play
the leader of a fictitious country.

ALLIGATA ***
Autograph hunters may be abl to

The Personal Computer World show kicks off with its usual
noise, bad beer, ‘orrible sandwiches and queues for everything
on Friday 5th of September through to Sunday the Tth. If it
were not for the fact that just about anybody who is anybody in
the games business will be there with their brand new pro-
ducts, | can't thing of a single reason for enduring the aching
feet.

Show Raﬂngs

" Break your neck to gt tothisstand. *** Don'tmiss t. *** Worthaa vt **
Worth o qmtk visit. * Dullsville. No stars. This exhibitor has no n(h\‘ 1o live.

pick up flaxen-haired Tony BUBBLE BUS ** COMMODORE
ot Sgure o e The famous s sand il e USER 0
Vst correctly, Other main there. Main attraction are three Come along and introduce
attractions are Pub Gamies — new Spectrum games (possibly yourself. We'd love to meet you.

appearing on the 64 later) include  The whole CU team willbe there
Moonlight Madness and lce Temple.  throughout the show. We are
Also check out Trizons and Tozz bringing the new 64C, our office
for the C16 and Plus/4. 64s and Clés for a game or two.
We are also giving away stacks of
freebies so come and see us now
‘The Doncaster software house yhear. By the way, we've got a
‘will be launching their deluxe 64C for you to win.
ARIOLASOFT ***" 1o programac teshow — : =
Ana\amu have lost their marbles.  Collussus Bridge, plis abrand new  COMMODORE ***

compilation of Bar Bilards, Darts
Table Football, and Dominoes.
Gamers can ako catch a preview
of Kettle — spit screen two
pler e the i of Sy CD.S. **
by

~ they've given them away,  range of budget games for the Diehard Commodore supporters
mu:‘\y No kidding — every CI&/Plus/4. Look out for Diomond  wil find them in the busiess
computer magazine was sent a bag  Mine, Astro Plumber, Dars and section where they will be
of marbles. What's it all about? ~ Siter on the brand new Blue majoring on ‘Sidecar” an add-on
It's to hype their latest game Ribbon label. CDS are also for the Amiga that will let it run
Marble Madness on the Cé4 which  promising some Plus/4 dedicated  1BM PC programs. In fact
You can see on the Ariolasoft tites, Commodore have gone to town

on things IBM as they will aso be
previewing the new machine in the
PCI0 and PC20 range.

SRLEet

Awall of twenty TV screens will
be running a continuous video of
CRL' big winter launch — Cyborg.
The nuclear powered, heavily
armed, ‘Mandroid” has been
programmed by the Tiu Ceti team
so it s definitely worth a visic to
the CRL stand to find out more
about this mysterious superhero,
Also on the video is Dracula — all
the way from Transylvaria. Wel
Stratford actually, but who's
checking.

stand. They are also launching two
new labels at the show — the 39
Steps for adventurers, and Reaktor
for home-grown arcade games.
Also, watch out for They Stole A
Milion

BEYOND ***

Star Trek is the theme of the
Beyond stand to promote their
megagame of '86 — officlly
licensed from the hit TV series. If
you can't make the show catch
the full story on this one in next
month's CU




GITAL *****
INTEGIATION
Defiitely one of the most
interesting stands for gamers. TT
motorbike star Paul Lews wil be
making a guest appearance (o sign
autographs and take on al comers
at Digial's brand new game — TT
Rocer, The company have cleverly
finked several computers together
using 2 larger system 5o that up to
seven people can race against Paul
in the same game. Race fans can
aso catch a gimpse of Paul's
Team Suzuki mean machine. Don't
miss . The bad news is that the
game s ntially going to be
avaiable on that horrible licde
black plastic computer — but it
will eventually appear on the 64
we are told. Tomahawk will be
seen for the fist time at the show
as wel

DOMARK **

Triviol Puruit fans can test their
knowledge against the computer
version on the Domark stand, The
Wimbledon firm will also be
previewing thei James Bond
adventure game — Live and Let
Die.

CEFEECES

The leaders of the coin-op
conversion market are showing
four new tides a the show — the
long awaited Paperboy, 1942,
Scooby Doo, and perhaps the
biggest news of all Space Harrier —
the current Arcade hit from Sega
The Walsall wonders ae promisig
C16 versions of most of these
titles.

FIREBIRD ****
Firebid will be hoping to steal
some of the thunder out of US
Gold's mega licence — Gauntet,
with their own Gaundet-style
game, Driid

Also on dispiay wil be the 64
version of Heartland — the tile
that caused a st when it was
aunched on the Spectrum two
months ago.

GREMLIN ****

GRAPHICS
New-style Gremiin is showing Trail
Blozer —a futuristic race against
time, Future Knights — a "blast
adventure’, Footballer o the Year
— 3 sty socer g and the
sequel to Way of the Tiger —
Avenger, which will be previewed
prior to its November launch.
C16 owners can look forward to

versions of al of these games for
their machines as well as a version
of Monty on the Run — posibly
the best patform game of them
all

HEWSON *
This i your fist chance to see
and ply the sequel to Uridum —
Allykat by Andrew Braybrook.
Andrew will be on the stand
during the day to talk to his fan.
Another game to check out on
Hewson's stand is Firelord from
Starquake programmer Steve
Crow — on loan to Hewson for
this project from Bubble Bus.

EEVEE9 """

Master adventurers Level 9 are
turning thei stand into a museum
1o celebrate the company's Fifth
Birthday. The extibiton will
chronicle the company's
progression from part-timers
producing only text adventures to
the advanced allsinging alldancing
adventures like the Price of Mogick

MARTECH ****
Martech have called upon the
services of thei old riend Brian
Jacks judo expert and personalty
to draw the punters to their
stand. He will demonstrate best
moves on Martech's new game
Uichi Mata. Also on diplay is 2
new game called W.AR. and an
aircraft carrier sim based on the
giant US Navy Nimitz

MASTERTRONIC

e budget game supremo’s stand
will have a Flash Gordon theme to
it. Look ot for a stand with a
hugh flash poster. There you will
find the £2.99 Mad Games tide
Flash Gordon. M 'tronic are not
saying much about it other than it
is a major launch, it loads in three
parts, and it willbe playable on
their stand,

MELIOURNE

USE ***
mm attracion will be Fis I (see
cover scory) and Asteix. Show
goers may even bump into Asterix
the Gaul in th corridors s the
famous Roman-basher has been
hired by Melbourne for the show
0 hand ot leaflets. Also on
display will be the htest adventure:
from Leever and Jones — the zany
programming duo who coded
Terromolinos and Hampstead. Their
Iacesc offering sounds 2 bit Terry
and Arferish with the best tite to
2 game I've heard so far cis year.
Wit for it — “Dodgy Geezers”
Nice one boys

MIRRORSOFT **
Robert Maxwel's games company
are showing two new titles at the

@ Show Guide

Rainbird, will be at the show with
some exciting new games. Check
out Tracker — 2 futuristic new
game, and Star Gider, a deep space
shoot out with elements of fight
sim thrown in. The acclimed
Rainbird utilities will also be on the
stand — the Music System and the
Art Sudio. A video wil
demonstrate the C64 and Amiga
versions of Adventure of the Year
— the Pawn. Also look out for
another Level 9 trilogy from
Rainbird — the Silcon Dream
Trilogy.

US GOLD *****

US Gold will be launching their
most impressive Autumn catalogue
ever at the show. As usual they'Il
have the fargest of the game
stands. Pride of place will be given
to three ful size coin-op arcade

show. Strike Force Harrier is an
impressive fight sim. You might
just win a ride in an aerobatics
plane if you chak up the show
High score on this one. Risk 2000
is a shoot 'em up strategy game
which allows you to fight the
aliens in any country of the world
you like.

RAINBIRD **

Telecom's up-market mob,

games: Gauntlet, Xevious, and
Breakthruh But the UK's largest
games house are not neglecting
ther waditonal US base as new
games from Epyx, Microprose,
Sydney Development, wil al be
on display on a continuous loop
video. Gamers will be able to have
afree go on the coin-ops but
there are no 64's to play with,

HOW GUID



BARGAIN SOFTWARE:

Dept. CUS, Unit 1; 1 Esmond Road; London W4. 1

PRICE PROMISE
“«ﬁ'é"{rfm vou o
oo adshe i odar comany.

=§ BUY BY

PHONE
RING 01-995 2763
cos 4 ZZAP SIZZLERS C64
Who Dares Wins Il ALL 4
i GAMES
ONLY
£7.45

ARTSTUDO

AP
ORAGON'S LA

MSSION Owe
sEroND mmm FoResT
oy

Thing On A Spring

GAMES PACK
View To A Kill
Code Name Matt Il
Friday The 13th
Test Match
Pyrami £5.99
Beacky & Egg Snatchers

ALL 4
GAMES
ONLY

SIX PACK C64

GREEN BERET
JACK THE NiPpER
T cen

Y OF THE TIGER
CAULDRON
Al i

ALL 6
GAMES
ONLY

Beach Head £5.99
BEST OF HEYOND 064

Psi Warrior

Quake Minus 1

Shadowfire

Enigma Force £7.45

BARGAIN SOFTWARE ORDER FORM
Please send me the following titles. Block capitals Please!
e of computer ients t

Total Enclosed £

m our list

Amount|

Price include P&P within the U.K.: Europe please add

I
|
Ploase make cheques or postal orders payable to BARGAIN SOFTWARE i
Elsewhere please add £100 extra por ape L

ORDERS OVER
£30
DEDUCT 10%

C16 & Plus/4

sciveEnou puLsh

Sotoen sam

GPERATION RED MOON
Kz a0

STARLIGHT 1

SPIDER WAN

JET SET WY

Address

75 per tape:



64/128
SOFTWARE
PROJECTS

Price:
£9.95/cass

Second challenge,

Tarzan-style re s A

ope:
and raging fire.

Flﬂy I\opnmzb on
o deadly ch
il

L] DRAGON’S LAIR

A revolution in arcads gaming was
how some people described the
orgina laserdisk coin op of Dragon’s

i It was thoroughly unique,
xnuwmu You to make a decision and

k and watch as it was

inplementad.Fr th frst i you
could enter nto the world of real
cartoon animation. It did however
have one drawback — gamers just
couldn't handle standing there and
‘watching for any length of time —
especially t stuck
50p into the thing s it originally
cost. Is it  problem Software
Projects have overcome?

In case you've been wrongly
foreign jai or
otherwise held against your wil for
the ast two years here’s the ide
You take control of Dirk the Daring

e beloved has been abducted by
a randy od dragon by the name of
Singe. Can you get her back? Do you
want her back? Assuming you do,
you'll have to enter the Dragon's Lair
to find her.

“The game begins as Dirk i
assembled at the entrance to the
castl. He darts a quick ook right
and then left and heads off down &

ssage. The first task is just
hair’s breadth awa)

A disk floats up and down the
castle from the top down nto the
depths of the dungeons. Jump on it
and descend to the bottom where
another =k
S N Mo

e oo bootth sy
Dlhv Ll T
e s 1 s e
o e
Ilhﬁnrm iththi bzrd brsth.

S two s hr te o
Dragon's Lair play gets going. In the
make your way

g rervonly et s leap
out of the shadow:

Sasos e o ot f vw Stab the
fire-button and drag the stick in the

Your first
challenge, don’t

< got blown off the

right directon to make Dirk flash his
biade and destroy them. After this
there’s a bit of rope swinging to
S
including a rooftop chase and the
sty S b, wih s raly

P 1 8 s ¢ mm

i
seven sections (you'l need a I
oker o 4o ) Yo et

with the final confrontation with the
smake-puffing dragon. Graphically,
this s the best section and probably
one of the easiest since you onl
need to slip past old Scorch Breath
10 get to the sword — and claim
your beloved's heart, biubber,
Ml

it just ike the original? Well
et 1k B o e o
dmunmmm “The cartoon detail
isn't there — 1t better
i o, Fariiy 164 's
the absence of any real expression in
Dirks face which made the arcade
game such fun, The way his face
widened in horror before he was
plastered all over a wall was great

‘i)“

Then there’s that interminable wait
every time Dirk's body reassembles
after a sight mishap. That really
slows things down. Then there’s the
lack of good sound or even speech
ol some ki .
mags e 8 s
Scouts hagors Loy St

bon asataly bt on the 6.

Sound
Toughness
Endurance

Valve

@ Screen Scene I

The people who programmed it just
took on more then they could chew.

One nice feature about the game is
its unique loating technique. It
actually loads the next section whist
you are playing and the frst section
s always in memary so that you

ftop nastie:
hack them with

your trusty blade.

don't have to wait to start ag

Very v — 1 he 1 catnes n.
Dragon's Lair is not a disastrous

‘conversion by any means, there's a

good game in there that's ifficult to

uin. | ust hate to see a good

opportunity go to waste.

rdy Hamilton

At last, old Scorch
Breath himself —

v grab the sword and
do him in.

Overall
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DRUSD
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If you've been in any arcades lately
You can't help but notice the crowd
of people standing around Gauntlet,
the biggest game of ‘86. It was only
a matter of time unti a software
compiny producd te fist Gourte
type game for the 64 and now
arived.

st ff te mak e Fstied with
thei D game which beat
offcally
Gold by a clear two mont
Drkd s ot it Gt —
start it is only a two-player gam

whereas the Atari coin-0p can c:
for p o o plyar.h plying
simultaneously. This four player
novelty is what first ot Gauntlet
noticed in the arcadss.

You could be playing merriy aws
on the machine when a complete
stranger would come up to the
console, insert a cain, and start
Batting it out with you and anyone
else who happened to be playing.

Druid employs the same basic pl
takion &5 Guit o ht bks

materilise in front of you
e You sagors the game's uge
g sl
The storyine for Oruid s that the

64/128
FIREBIRD
Price:
£7.95/cass

Tand of the Druids has been taken

over by varius nasties. Horid things
thy oo i the shap o Hores,
giant beetles, ghosts and v
St ghou, To d th and of
this evil the Druid must destroy the
Four Skulls scattered through the
nd's eight levels.
Each of the levels s fairly large —

A nasty vapourises
4 after being biffed by

the trusty Golem. |
Worth keeping welltopped up.
Electricity: is a good nastie kiler,
though it may take up to three direct
Hits to finish off some of the tougher
characters.
Water: useful against certain water- |
sensitive croature. This is a shor
spel
Golem Spell: one of the best
el o daoitoy e ot fun to

use. This spell pr orillaike
e wnn b e 0 oo
you_ (the Druid) ekogrbgons

providing nmlzc(mn ‘whist you explore
o mlim trying keys in doors or

i Thi i te
twaiayr o bogns. To get # Gl

but not 50 big you e

You go. There are various chests
scattered around the land. In these
you wil find quantities of the spells.
Some of these you will have had
when you started and some are
completely new.

Selecting the right spells is the key
to success in Druid. At the beginning
of the game you can more of less
pick what you lie and it won't
make much difference. But if you get

v the game, what you pick

e D a1 o S b

in a chest then s pe

emingand ring th Gl 1.
When | got my first Golem | nearly

Mo, You shou s that eaum
g into those ghosts, ffotlessly
Wotiie i e gt
ramtagt,

The Druid wisely
selects the key from
the list of content:
inside the first chest.

Fire Spell: this is your Druidonian
laser. Blasts most things and kills them
quicker than Electricity and Water.
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At first the temptation is to get the

Pentacles so you need to conserve as
‘much energy as possible.

The Golem is o long fife spel. The
danger with this is that you can get
used to the Golem being with you and
then suddenly have him disappear.
Some hard-hearted Druids | know
actually kil off their Golems rather
than risk being suddenly deserted and
pick up a new Golem when a new spell
represents itself. Personally, | don't
‘approve of this ill treatment of Golems
— it smacks of euthanasia (Look it up.
Ed).

thing about Golems i that
low you to have great fun with
a fisnd — taking on the nasties as &
team, and planning your strategy as
you go.

Chaos Spell: possitly a more
powerful spel than the Golem. I acts
a bit like a Smart Bomb in Defender,

g overything insight and estoring
Your energy ev

The main advantage of the Chaos
spell s that it allows you 1o gt
through partiularly tricky parts of the
terain,like the narrow paths between
the Lakes at the bottom of Level Three
(see screen shots). You'l also need 3
Chaos spel to kil a skull shauld you
happen to fid one.

Chaos spels also have a short ffe,
fiterally about twenty seconds, 5o they
are not 10 be wasted. Take it from me
— if you find a skull and don't have
Chaos spell on you you'd feel pretty
sick about it
Key Spell: you need these to get

The Druid enters a new level whilst the Golem

guards the door.

DRWY D

The Druid boosts his
energy by standing
on the magic
pentacle.

Certain levels are A
reached by stairs.
through doors restriting your entry o
certain levels, They last a long time
d are_used by fining the Druid up
againt the door and fiing away unti
e his the spot.
Invisibility Spell: pretty
obvious what this ane does. Lasts &

stacks of _diferent

strategies in D
tough to get to that 8th level and | am
sure that we wil see many heated
arguments in Play to Win over the next
few months as to which one is the
most effective.

When you die (the Druid gets only
one ffe] you are given an Eltestyle
rating. | predict that pretty soon
people are going to be boasting about
their Druid status just fike they did at
the height of Elte mar
Just s you'l know how wel you're
daing here are the ratings: Halfwit (I
was one for a whole weekend),
Apprentice, _Acalyte, Seer, Lore
Seeker, Spirit Master, Cleric, Potion
t, lusionist,

Dnid will launch a whole new
gaming trend. Just as Fisttype games
characteried lae ‘85 and ‘86, pepare
for an onslaught of Dridesque games.

't bther waiting to find out which
one wil be the best. Get the sight
notes out, put away the suntan lotion
and get the computer out again, Now
buy a copy of Druid and invite a fiend
round. | promise you won't regrt it.

Eugene Lacey and Frank Byrne

Graphics —TT T T T T
Sound ko v e

Endurance T T T T T T TG 0
Valve TI T I T

T a0




BY JEFF MINTER

CAN YOU KEEP PACE WITH

THE POWER OF

IRIDIS ALPHA?
Enter info the world of Jeff Minters |f
world of high speed surrealism.
dynamic visual experiences
fast and furious bi-directional
way through 5 planets
levels. Get to grips
The key to your

IS ALPHA. Manoeuvre in the bizarre
Bombard your senses with
whilst keeping pace with
scrolling. Mega - blast your

each with 20 different
with  IRIDIS ALPHA

survival is-ENERGY!

order sen g
posial orderto Howson Consulfonts
l'\q Lid Orderby crecit cord by sending
your Access/Barcloycard number,

Don'tforget fo enclose your name.
and address.

A part

560 Mitn Trading Estate. MIEGR, Abngdon, Oxon 0%+
L -
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Price:
£9.95/cass

If you fancy a
respray take it over
to the Paint Shop,

s Dad will do it
for a ton — no
questions thougl

Hot Wheels, in case you haven't
heard of them, are toy cars. As |
ecall from my nappy clad days, they
sed 1o run on a bright yellow track
that could be bent into loops,
chicanes and other exciting shapes.
Hot Wheels used 1o go like greased
lightring an account of these shiny

the top of your voice and breaking
our old man's neck with a
raagal pced ca onte
thirteenth s

e | s s i |

factory. Thi, as it happens i quite

[ PAINT SHOP

SRS

Take your
pick of a car.
V'd go for
the Formula 1
ort

Mans type

if | were

you.

@ Screen Scene

Good choice. Leave
outside the house

i
to impress the
ettt o W

gas lyes it's umencam, change the
of, or have a t

ere are & coulo af minor
diversions. You can enter the

s o e s im..\ a
middle and a rear end fror
R
can be wound past on a
e mnnmg the length of the
actory ceiling. When you've found
the bit L e i ek o
wh r over it, ress

e e e hes,
Vi 1 ol ki
You crank it through to the paintshop
on the track to giv it @ coat of

the oy part | really enjoyed. After
that things got a bit mundane.
Basically it just a case of diving
round town playing at being grown
ups. You can go to the car wash,
park in the maltistorey, fill up with

demolition derby which is utterly
feeble. Three blue biobs, and your
own red one bash into each other for
five. minutes. That's i

You can take the fire engine out
for a spin. Conveniently enough a fire
never actuall starts until you are in
the tender and heading for it. You
must douse the blazing homestead by
firng jets of water at the windows

Lastly, you can speed around town
on the expressway. Your car travels
the expressway in automatic. In
other wards there's nothing to do

Like | said, a good buy if you'e
looking for something for chidren
who want to drive around town just
fike mum and  dad.

Ken McMahon

Overall




COMMODORE

Pric
£9.95/cass

64/128
S.S.1.

For many years S.5.1. has led the
way as the number ane producer of
computer wargaming and there s no
question that their commitment fo
detal i second to none. An
dedicated wargamer wil tell you that
a 40 page manual is a must in any
$.31. release, along with a vast
amount of historical background
information.

1t was orly a matter of time
before one day this company, so
meticulous n its choice of material,
would diversify and that time has
come as here we have Phantasie,
S5’ fist foray into the trol
bashing Orc chasing world of D&D
and what a really rich adventure it

s
As in all good D&D games, there is
a main quest to accomplish apart

A typical combat
scene, your band of
ted at

men is di

the bottom of the

ser

from slaughtering as many monsters

as you can get your sword 1o, and in

Phantasie thi entais finding the nine
o

Knights. Obvious shades of Tolkein's
Lord of the Rings here, but in all
honesty any adventure of this ik is
bound to offer a few comparisons.
You start off as a lone adventurer
on the Isiand of Gelnar in the town
of Pelnor and after hearing of your
quest you set out 1o the Adventurers
Guild to recnit a suitable party.
Actually, all the locations in the
town are icon selected, as are most
actions in this game, making the
whole operation quite simple in an

brave and hearty heroes waiting for
You, ranging from wizards o theves,
o just plain fighters. Each possesses
their own characterisics, experience
and gold and i’s up to

determine their usefulness. On the

Guilds” it although, you can only
choose their name, race

profession, the rest is generated by
the computer.

Once your party s assembled you
can go to the armoury to purchase
weapons and such ike or induige in
some taining (prests and wizards
could learn new spels, visit the
bank to draw out some of your
savings, ot ust check on your
account,

When you're set to begin your
journey, just select the exit lcon and

1 0 ol oo e o
walls on Geln roac

treasure. But at first you must be
careful to keep on the road, as
lurking in the forests and mountains
are far more powerful adversaries
than on the straight and narrow, and

these are to be avoided at all costs
until you are more adept at fighting
There are a number of dungeons to
be discovered and if you elect to
delve into these the screen changes
10 a blank and only reveals the
rooms and corridors as you progress
thiough them. A realstic touch that.

A full rundown on
Shorty’s strengths
lis.

SHORTY
LEVEL 1 THIEF oMo

STRENSTH 16
Jwvsiiieswor 3
CONSTITUTION 13
oHARISMA 3

SPELLS




Screen Scene I

good fighter and wha is just plain
cowady. Manbers can b changed
at other towns where ne
can often provide a pqulM auy m
after a good rest at an inn —
{oas. o0 it i o vl ¥l
might ust increase!

As with all S.8.. products mm is A U
4§ ot vl st o

Boris is making a e —
many spels to learn and countless  will be made to the Ultina Series

of being there, essentil in any role- potions and scrolls to collect. but | have no doubt that Phantasie s

playing scenario Full marks to S.5.. for coming up @ far better offering. A highly

During encounters with the various

er do well, the screen display

The big difference with ‘Phantasie’ ~ changes and the map is replaced

with graphic representations of the

3

wraphic adventure, there is a fair  said beasts. I've had a few scrapes
amount of text 1o be found in room  with such notables as ants, orcs,
descriptions and the reading of Killer bees and a very nasty Black
scrolls and such lie, giving the Kright, which did no favours to my

layer a defnite sense of exlraton, it pants whatsoever. I it wasn't
for the fact that | begged
forgieness and gave him al ur
gud, he would have fishd us of
INOLL OKAY in ot time at al, nstead of just
Jeting us go on our way a ot porer
bt at laast alve.
Y '“"‘" Fightngis done in the usual DGO
scLp n‘ Ban F4 syl of tums of action, You decide
£3.r0 ° fiom a meny which moves 10 make
TSeone o for each member of your arty

whether it be a thrust with a sword
or a magic spel, hit poins dutifully  trumps with a game which is a recommended program from a very
e ‘g fall and once your point reach zero  departure from their usual subjcts,  reputable company.
Trem — you'te nothing mare than history. but just as entertaining. Comparisons Andy Moss
L0k 3a The longer you play, the more

affiniy you gain with your party and | Graphics TSI TTE 7 s s
the more you suss out just who isa | go D e e

Toughness ~T T3 T T T s
Endurance ~TT T T T TR o0
Value TT T T T8 o0 Overall
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| HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR
COMMODORE IN 3 STAGES

Get READY Plug in
—fillin and GOL...
the coupon... 0

GO! with the 64 MULTIMODEM — the only plugin, [~ — — — — — — — — —
multi-standard modem in Britain for your Yes, I'm ready to go! |
Commodore 64 or 128. |

The amazing 64 MULTIMODEM gives your Pt estitneden(s |

@ £116.15 (inc VAT & UK delivery)

Commodore much much more than any other I enclose cheque/postal order/please debit my Access/ |

‘ modem, and at an incredibly low price. |

Visa card no.
Datacomms for your Commodore have never been so EASY. The | Name i |
64 MULTIMODEM does it allfor you. With autodial and e |
| aucoanswer, 64 MULTIMODEM is software controlledand menu | v o R
| driven. Just plug in to your Commodore's cartridge port and the Sec b Rt |
phone line, and switch on! | Pastcade . TelNo.

Datacomms for your Commodere have never been so TOTAL i
64 MULTIMODEM gives CCITT standard speeds of 300/300bps, ~ b — — — — — — — —
1200/75bps and 75/1200bps PLUS 300bps on the BELL standard,

for really world-wide communications. This speed range means

access to a huge number of databases like Prestel and Micronet,

and e-mail, user-user communications, even telex — and o

: 4

course bulletin boards (64 MULTIMODEM's sofcware lets you set

up your OWN, t0o!) >k ‘4

So, to improve your Commodore’s datacomms power,

fillin the coupon today. It's as easy as 1-2-3! o TE H NO[OGY
‘oNLY ] C

“At the prce, the 64 Multimodem offers more than an MIRACLE TECHNOLOGY (UK) LTD
ety maleCommades o STPETERS STREET IPSWICH 91 1XB._ENGLAND
ndubtdy ok ig i ot of s respecing (I 210141 S UinEs PTacccowr coLD 1 K 0ot

ommodore user’s shopping st ealeriin

Ken ko, CommodsUsr 50 (exq) "] 946240 CWEASY G 19002985 PRESTEL MAILBOX 919992265




Screen Scene I

64I128 I'm not sure what the appeal of
Miami Vice is. It's mhnhly the most
OCE AN nmmm‘: cop schlop series ever
dreamed up. Its plots are repetitive
g and hmkmyld the acting's pretty
Price: § ropey in parts and i's so over the

£8.95/cass

but | don't think 'l have the same
problem with the game.

The plot is standard fare. Ward is
out on the streets that a big deal of
contraband is about to ‘go down’
('m wel up on Miami jve, dig?)
somewhere on the waterfrnt. It's
your job to cruise up and down those
mean streets and put the squeeze on
the local wrap men.

05 the watacirom By making meets with these punks

ks W o et tomen

s eace s o you crack he
You'l find these guys in the
various bars that are dotted around
the streets. You have a numb
possible schedules which you can use

Back at the City Hall.
This is where you
end up every time
you crash.

o track them down.
So far 50 good. Y
game in Crocketts Ferrari and start
crising the streets. Al of a sudden
you'l fnd out there's a small
problem. Controling the car is

flaming impossible.

First of al you'l be driving on the
fight. Fair listc, I've
just come back from France and I'm
still in one piece. Thank god | didn't
decd to 0 o M) nsted. The
um-u are maniacs. As you drive

sed m they'l just
s straight into you from bekind.
o 150 ik snd you s o &

wan o s c
he major problem is \m l:nmmlx

whic aerely fd:

s

50 you'l find yourself over and

Inside a bar or hotel you'l be
confronted by some rice graphics
whist Crockett or Tubbs paces
around, hands outstretched, gripping

windows. Most space is devoted to
the graphic representation of the
action, but beneath a clock ticks

contains a suspect o evidence. ['ve
come 10 believe though, that thi car,
‘which is supposed to be a flashing
red one is mythical. I've never seen
it. On the right-hand side at the
battom two windows display the
detectives, status and your ratings.

After not a few hours on Miami
Vice | haven't made much progress.
Now maybe I'm just a lousy cop but
1'don't think so. | get the impression
a good game lurks in there

ummuunn -
seemed to have this
o Yo got vy s to
(TS it i B hum it
you still hit t. nmx S
find yoursel crs
ik i o lmwuhl: i
Youhav 0 gt s town 0
certain locations at given 1
Once you du !md oo N
cmmn stop the car and
e
5t bk, B g otlaie
ne of those Miami crazies will run
clean up your backside and you'l be
back at the City Hal.

Inside a bar which
one can’t remember
Because they're il a
bit samey.

somewhere but t’s been smathered
by some dodgy controls. It's the old
problem about substituting mnqu
controls for tough game
Evwthing s o, Gt
graphics typicall classy tune, good
plot. Its just a pain to play.
persevere 'cos | want those punks
off the street, but I'd hink twice
and ask yoursef if you feel as
dedicated.

Mike Pattenden

s s Overall
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Melbourne House
cleaned up last year
with pos: the
biggest game ever,
Way of the Exploding
Fist. The game was

praised everywhere,
sold in vast
quantities and picked

Spielberg film.
They're set to return
to the fray with the
sequel, but have we
had enough of martial
arts games?

Mike Pattenden got
on a plane to
Melbourne (don't lie
— Ed) all right Mike
went to Melbourne
House for a sneak
preview of the
one, because the
magazine wouldn’t
pay for my flight
(that's enough, I've
told you once — Ed).

ST

ever break a
cessful formula,
nmh the first rule
owbiz.

Bollywood o
creaming profits from

s
]
£
£
&

uA their fists and foet i wll

5 what could be more
likely, or welcome, than the
return of one of the home
computer market's best ever
games? No cliched titles for
Melbourne either, no hint at
a tongue in cheek Son of Fist

\%r

“v«\/b

or The Fist Rides Again, this
is serious. Ladies and
Gentlemen, back by popular
demand, Fist II: The Legend
Continues.

a video jukebox?

1 remember when the first
copy of the original arrived
in the office. No other game,
not even any of the Epyx
sporting epics, created such

a stir. There was a queue to
play the thing and a crowd
of spectators jammed around
the players roarin
encouragement and approval

head, laying him out with
that satistying ‘crump!”
sound effect. Informal
competitions with C&VG
were arranged, copy was
ate, and people accustomed
to spending their lunchtimes
Propping up a bar actually

straight foto Fis 1 Ml
Ed).

Rock and Wrestle was only
a limited success, especially
compared to Fist I. The latter
sold over a quarter of a
million. Rock 'n’ Wrestle
didn't manage a fiith of that

That was a shame in some
ways. The graphics lacked
the sharpness of the first
martial arts game, but Rock
and Wrestle was certainly

take us? Project leader Greg
Bamett:
“While everyone
liswiog i bon of mastial
arts games I was striving to
ond

reully an intricate graphic
que:

Yes, you read that right

e opponents you'll meet is the masked




first time. They've gone and
turned your beloved Fist into

this evil warlord enslaved the
Warriors of the Fist centuries
after they used to stan

ent
populated by malevolent
ninjas, soldiers and warriors.

Fighting it out in the
petrified forest.

There's fifteen different
opponents, though they're
mainly of four main types.
Their skills and weaponry
changes as you proceed
through the levels.

Look out too for the
panthers and cobras and

The Legend

around fighting for a laugh.
One youth however

vowed to rediscover the art
of his encetors end rid the
land of evil.

To do this he must search
the countryside for a number
of scrolls containing
secrets of the fighting skills.

You begin then, making

dozens of other natural
obstacles that await you
You'll be able to avoid some,
e Al (318
but the only way yc
evparieass sad sbil
improve i by tackling the
Eishlem P B A o
snargy and st
regularly by lsmmmg the
scrolls, once you

sootorgl thew o {hee
rightful place inside the
temples that used to hou:

1hem Kach foraple oot
entrances to unexplored
aroas allowing you to
continue your que

o Tact ooe ol grestt

ordinary bits of rolled paper,
but ancient trigrams, sort of
broken triangles, rumoured
to contain mythical
properties. There are eight
scattered around, and eac]

In some of the underground caverns you'll find

it difficult to manoeuvrs

omersaulting is out.

>

lbourne House and the
m are at pains to

one gives you an extra
Fis
pount out this isn't just

capability. Thus a fire
trigram will give you the

continues

another fighting game like

ability to light your way in
darkness — useful in the
underground caverns.
Finding the force trigram
will enable you to find the
power to knock down heavy
objects like doors.

the original with a few added
locations. It's going to
require strategy, rather than
constant reflex movements.
You'll have to think and map
your way about. As Nigel

B

ecame more than just
an arcade gam reg
Bamnett agrees, "This is the
fist of  new breed of
computer game.”

If you're a Axadnmnalm

Fist II: The Lege
Castiaues wil carey &
straight one-on-one arcade
beat ‘em up on th

mal\y if you do
thing right T /Il have
kills

everyt
quued all the

Fist Master. You're now  side. But I don't think you'll
ready to face the evil be playing that too much till
warlord himself in his you solve the main game, so
volcanic fortr 1 suggest you dig out Way of

In keeping with 4 and start polishing up your
progress in programming the moves. This is the big one.
team made with Roc!

am
Wrestle you'll have some
twenty-one different fighting
moves to unle

opponents that it =
And this time when you de
Scmieoné tiey'se mot Hkaly o =
CopL T
Fist I. They'll be up and

7o sgata Fat T 2 Al st
endurance.



Bagm on Judo, UCHI-MATA, is probably Brian Jacks received his black bel,

the mst advancec and chalengng T B ek o
martialarts simulation to date. Hoving won the Bt >
oy s s the

All the skills 'n’ spills — without the bruises!!!

Commodore 64128 Cassette £9.95  Amstrac 464166416128
DIScL1295 Cassette £9.95 DiscE12.95
5 MSK

Spectum 48128 Cassette £8.5: Cassette £9.95
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Fist graphic
esigner,

Greg
Holland,
odels the

@ 012

e e e e e
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Name

Address

The stars can be found on pages

I think could play the Fist Kid because

thirty words maximum)

o

Al entries must reach us by September 15th. Entries to: Fist Il Comp,
Commodore User, 30-32 Farringdon Lane, London ECIR 3AU.




Johnny uses

the sleeping

gasona

prisoner in
the Mad

Leader’s
bas

mapped for
you in the
information
panel below.

64/128

live u

US GOLD
Price:
£9.95/cass
£14.95/disk

nifty
-

even

Some games get a ot of hype. Some

P 10 it and some don’

Intrto coniny got its far share
of hype
not behind the door in getting excited
about this one — with
spread preview in last month's isue.
So does 18 year old Chiis Gray's

mega game deliver? Well | must say
at the outset the game was not

helped by the instructions and scene

and, to be honest, CU was

a colour

You are expected to swallow that
this guy is an “Ace helicopter pilt,
balisics expert, neurosurgean, rock

aircut”. | aready hated him
before the disk loade

ecame worse when | read that
His mother Mary “Mom Baby’

Inventory screen
showing six items.

that may come in v
useful

PAPERS

LM annnn
Foumm:

10 use a wimpy American slang word
Tk

ut what really got me about al
this birb was that it was not
separated from the instructons. You
had 10 endure all tis bull to find out
what you were supposed to be
doing. And i Infitrator tha ain'
easy.

Furthermore none of Johny's other
stills are actually used i the game
He doesn't, for example, cut any
tecards or dash off 1o Washingion on
important businss, or Hollywood to
decide whether Meryl Sreep or
Jesica Lag ot 0y olongsie

Him in is next fim.

What he does attmt 0 o i 10
10p th Mid Lster destoigthe
worl. To do this he
complats tho misios = ach
Ioading separately off the disk
version o the game that we tested.

You must fy to the ‘Mad Leader's
base in your chopper or, as the
tnctonscl 1 e Wiziong
Enterprises Gizmo DHX.1 Atta
Chogpa —  Swfimett T g
1 have to adnit it i pretty advanced
with Cannon Guns, Heat Sesking
Missies, Anti Radar Chaf, Fight
Computer and sophistcate
communications systems and
boosters, Arifica Horzon,
Automatic Diection Finder, and
various warning fights.

One of the frt things you must do
is set your ADF. You find his by

going to the Tactical Map. You're

now set 10 fly 1o the outer perimeter
of the Mad Leader's base. |
His planes wil buzz you as you |

‘approach, requesting your 1D on your |

ommunications screen. If they twig

o
that you are the Infiftrator it's time

to reach for the missies for a fight.
1f they do fiish you off they like to

Johnny’s hands on
the joystick at foot
of screen move left
and right as the
chopper banks.

A

rub it in with some rice friendly fittle

message ke “Die you Capitalist
Scum”

This part of the game is a bit ike
a flight sim and may appear a fittle
repetitious to those not accustomed
1o this type of game. You see, you
have to go through the set sequence
of button pushing every time you
take off and fly — there’s no point
in wandering around to see what you
can see and blast what you can
biast. You've got t0 use the controls
— all of them — just ke a fight
L

aphics are, without doubt,
o Bt 2 overriding
s o opation an ‘i,
This was not helped by the 50
secand Gty btween Ershingthe
Snuffmaster and being able to take
off again. Things improve when you
g8t 10 the enemy base. You can start
10 use the various items you have
picked off an inventory. Lk
the stun bombs to get past the
uars,th min dtector, paprs
10, explosives and camera
On your first raid on the base you
have to photograph the enemy plans
and fly safely back to the base. You |
willthen be given your next Mission



Briefing, a small matter i
e e
which thi oy by

o Dt ot You mtrarions
are 1o destroy the Interbalistic
Missile Control Centre and tracking
station,

Just as in your search for th
plans you need to search the various

rooms of the centre, watching out
for the guards and various booby
traps. Once the missies have been
disabled you need 10 find a captured
scientist and fly him back through
fierce ‘Overlord" attacks to the
safety of Jimbo's country residence
base.

The final mission s simply stated:

game’s creator, Chiis Gray, told CU
that he s saving this face to-face

already told you that the graphics
are excellent — so how does it fail?

The super fast Snu"musl-r wcln for Juhmly to

return to make good his

To my mind, the chopper fight part
the game fals betw
stools — it is neither a flight sim nor
a shoot ‘em up. True, the graphics,
are aweinspiring, far superior o the
araphics in the rest of the game, but
the chopper section is plain dull to
ply. What you realy want to do is
fouifgrelinbgid ot with e
Dert”chgpms ad o
e gane doesat

ik with ts

oo
nothing to w
hoving baen ussd i oz of

friendly message from on Mad
Leader’s pilots as Johnny is biitzed by enemy
lak.

Impassible Mission clones in the last
couple of years. The graphics are not
quite 50 impressive in this part of
the game either, though | did very
much lie the inventory screen with

the various tools for Johnny to
choose from.

Infiltrator has al the hallmarks of
a real quality piece of software.
Excellent to detail, some
brillant graphics, and good sound

<

effects but somehow despite al this,
the parts just don't hang together. |
just couldn't get o fike it and the
scenario was pure garbage

Eugens Lacey and Frank Byrss

Observation towers
on the outer
perimeter fences.

The false papers will
handy h

come in »

to get past the

Ce

Overall




@ Screen Scene I

<

Dragonfly
descends and

COMMODORE
64/128
US GOLD

or
{8 ey Yk s s
0 load from the disk, but the wait

for the impressive intro screen was

well worth it. To the eerie sound of
thunder and torrential ain the

Pric
£9.95/cass

The cri

on you wit
!unk\v. is mmrm..g In most other

n you are killd something  atom. Golden arrows are pret

T, o sars 'you b dod

s, of or
your little spaceship explodes.

Fotiden Faest oo flhes p on
ke lightning.
S the wrd Ths s the
spookiest game t played. The
church organ Fitndeed oty
and the forest tself looks none too
friendly. The trees are al twisted
and gnarled, but this is nothing
comprd with wiats comi
You are t cor o' v
to use ynul agination, the blurb on
s preow vsin o St
For some reason, no doubt a very
ood one, you have been dumped in
the middle of ths creepy forest to
have all manner of hideous creatures

o o s e
athetic euphemi

Th
e ot o o o iy Th a0

W
vt ypen of craahas, The ot thr oy

on the run and firing arrows into its
back. If you're dat enough to let it
catch you, it stings you to death —
blood everywhere.

The dragonfly s a different matter
That buzzes around all over the place
and i particularly difficult to kil If
You'te not careful it descends from
above and chews off your head —

ground at random locations gnashing
its huge pincer mouth, It takes about
five o six arrows to finsh it off, but
a hit is most satisfying as the worm

take the top of its head off with @
well simed shat, but if it appears
undeneth o — ot of you bod
everywhert

5 smior sory with te thes,

cither finish them off with your
‘wooden weapon o prepare 1o die
yoursef. If you do manage to kil a

ok B ¢ it el f an

o b thy e o povas
of rejuvenation

1 get the feeling there is more to
Forbidden Forest than | saw. Perhaps
some second stage that can be

Scorpion pins you

were no signs of anything new to
P

e graphics are very well done.
at chunky
black graphic impressionist style and
is truly 30. You can walk in and out
of the landscape, i front of and
Sl e e i
scrolls in perspective, .. object

v o sy than

Ihv!ﬂemﬂl ‘was the scorpion which, those near by.
it has. e said was pretty stupid. Beyond The Forbidden Forest is an
The m:llmm just chases after you  enjoyable and horrific gar
and it's simply a matter of turning Ken McMahon
Graphics —TTTTE o7 s s
ound o o ox e oo ow N
Toughness —T T 5T T 8 00
Endurance T T3 456780
Valve TTT T T s o Overall
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GE

Green Beret Imagine

Spesd g oo |
P ———— T ———"
CBump St Sis s
Video Poker s
Ciarnations rsts Sy 3

Leaderboard US Gold
Ghosts and Goblins Elite

CHIAR
CIHIA

Leaderboard makes the
number one spot as the golf
season gets into full swing.
Other main movers are
Knight Games straight in at
number four in the charts. The
mediaeval beat "em up is ob-
viously proving a great relief
from those karate games.

Knight Games English
Thrust Firebird
Ninja Master Firehird

Silent Service Microprose/US Gold

manages to zoom in at number
6. Come on you gamers — you
must have been mad to buy
that.
(16 owners are showing a
lot better taste in our opinion
putting the excellent
Fingers  Malone into the
number one spot.
Over on the general chart
Ghosts and Goblins holds on to
- number one hut watch out for
Touchdown Ariolasoft Jack the Nipper — coming

Solo Flight Il Microprose

Way of the Tiger Gremlin Graphics

Kik Start Mastertronic

Formula One Simulator Mastertronic

¢ b soon on the 64.
E2ipg Beast, Frebird Destined for chart stardom
Slamball Americana next month are Infiltrator,
Miami Vice, Split Per-
Summer Games Epyx/US Gold sonalities, Parallax and

Dragon’s Lair:

NERALC— CIEC

GALLLP |

1]
el
I

()]
|

0N T T E—T—
O Lt i
T losun e
0N I T

Ghosts and Goblins
Leaderboard US Gold

Fingers Malone Mastertronic

& Street Olympics Mastertronic
[T s e |
m Booty Firebird

[0 oo e

Jack the Nipper Gremin Graphics

Ninja Master Firebird

QN Formula One Simutator Mastertronic
L —T—
m Frank Bruno’s Boxing Elte

K0 I T
DR Hexix Mastertronic

Molecule Man Mastertronic

Formula One Simulator Mastertronic
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COMMODORE
64/128
DOMARK

Pric

£8.95/cass

Sci

] SPLIT PERSONALITIES

The Royal coupl
snapped exclusively
Commodore User
in fashionable
Farringdon.

You start off with Ronald Reagan
followed (25 always) by Prime
Minister Thatcher, then Neil ‘carrot
top’ Kinnack.

S LI i i (et
of the Leader of the Opposition |
was dreading David Owen or, worse
stil, David Steele.

Thankfully the game changes its
theme in favour of computer people
at this stage in the game, with Sir
Ciive Sinclir next up followed by
chubby Alan Sugar of Amstrad fame.

The really intresting faces come

I'm completely hoked on Spit ting down until you have tight at the end as a reward for your
Prsnaties. | do' mean miy o mater owlong i perseverance. There's Charles and Di
iced. | mean one hundred per Spit Personaliie takes who get bested by Fergie and Andy,

. can't put the damn  idea and adds random pie Humphey Bogart and finally, the
sexiest blonde wak in
It's not doing me any good, | know stilletos — Marilyn Monroe.
that After al, 'm a busy Editr, I've 1 haven't made Marilyn yet, sorr,
1018 Mogadine tn gt ot qame that naw T b chart croopng  astumn e 1 SO ik o
reviewers to chase up, and deadlines Fege s . 1 et e
. though, 1l get
iat naka te 5 e more
difcult are al the random pieces
that do various things that are nt
properly explained in the instructions.
e bombs are prety obvious —
You dort i ten st ot the
taking

ot sughtn
o

The game
addict ent game
design first used by puzzle makers in
pre-64 days — pre.computer days for
that matte

cers has his or
o o s o specl e
at can ear bonus points. Mrs

TRk o S e e
and a tray of you use
Cursor 10 sing th kst Ooois
You earn a bonus poin. The same
happens if you sling one of Ronrie’

Your chance to re-
arrange the Prime
Ministes

Marilyn American flags against the Russian
4 ixels — £ lags. Diamonds will double any
alluring. bonus currently on screen, and taps

will destroy bombs.

relentlssly towards zero — as you  possiilties and part of the fun of

race 10 get the last fow pieces in  the game lies in working them out.

place. When your time has almost  There are also a few red herrings in

fan out a bleeper starts to sound —  there that have no value whatsoever.
s when the real panic 1 found Spiit Personaiities totally

gins. freshing. It's different, the faces
The games in question ae those  The faces are a mixed bag of  and various abjects have been
lite trays of plasic ties with palticans, fim stars, and the satiically chosen to raise a giggle or

pictures o letters printed on them.  ubiguitous oyals — though no royal  two and, most importantly of al, i’s
The idea is that you have to siide  sprogs, so at least we have to be totally addictive. Nice one Domark.
the tiles around to complete the  grateful for that. Eugens Lacey
picture o word.

1f you've ever played one of these
games you will know that there is | Graphies.
10 way You're going 10 put that




The Power and
the GLORY

Will catch you with its web of
intrigue and playability.
Computer & Video Games

n arcade adventure with 100 screens featuring some of the
finest graphics ever seen
You must guide Arac to assemble his army of animal slaves which
together with the dreaded Arachnidroid will enable him to

pel
You will need all your strategy and arcade skills to get you through
this one!

£9.95 for the Commodore 64

il inthe chrts aftr fouryears, Bitain's most opular
168,95 C16/Plusd i €6

50£7.95 281 51£7.9

fyou play Addictive games you must
wantoneof these the st Small
tegium/Large or XL £4-50each

MENTS

e products can be bought romal

\

Y Vs Addictive GamesLtd o
7”10 Albert Road - Bournemouth
Dorset BHI1BZ - Tel: 0202-:296404

Americana Software,, Units 23 Holford Way, Holford, Birmingham B6 7AX.
Tel: 021 356 3388




My first reaction was ‘Oh no, not
another cheapo platform game’, but
this was soon to be proved hasty.
The plot is rather hackneyed though,

64/128
FIREBIRD

o an evil professor is mass-producing
Price: W' nencing monsters that are in tum
£1.99/cass [ terorising the galaxy. Your task s to

enter the maze of underground
passages and laboratories and
destroy the five machines.

Your character looks suspiciously

heavy specs, but proves surprisingly
agile. After descending in the lft,
you have to make your way along

DROIDS

The pot goes sometting fike this. An
unmanned space going warship has
malfunctoned an is treatening to
destroy Venus (50, what the heck?).

64/128
ANGLOSOFT

= e [ Your mission (should you choose to
Price: W oo i is to board the shp (the
£7.95/cass [l Avachid and shut down each of the

fourteen decks thus disabling it so

|

psages curregy boby 4 roppe,

@ Screen Scene I

Freak Factory ““at
under two quid you
can’t go far wrong"".

collcting energy
& e s . \un; e
= e strength while you work

e dodgg st 4 10 50

'] FREAK FACTORY

fing ke the floors you are
eiocted i jassage again!
roleds gl cunningly
contrived by the mad professor take
e folmt

peingiof et sthlnn lyex i

eyes whi they are shining,
o R D
clectified brs have to be jumped
over, crawled under or sneaked past.
Your characte is wellanimater
and e gty of e gt i e
passage s sxcalnt
the other hand, were dullin
Comparon with 1o dear b,
Start here — the
entrance to the
s w
protected by the
prof’s monsters.

IERERKEFALYORY

A siitably forbidding lunz greets you

l eac!
o g
abough hres ot o 1 a0
complan about, but at under two
quid you can't go far wrong!

I\lnu

You are caught within ‘sight’ of t Frod Reid
Graphics ~TTTTTTE o s s
Ul TTT T is e v
Toughness T3 4567 890
Endurance ~T 7 3 4 5 6 7 8 v
Valve T3 e T e Overall
TR
:&M);ﬁw S E

good hits to knock out a droid. At

ny point you can access a computer
terminal to estabish your position

e xmu and recharge your
energy supy

Once @ mk is droiless, you must
enter the correct five bit code (ether
oughts o s ou tan make 85
many attempts s you fike (each
attempt uses valuable energy), but
i e [REEERA kes. O
elp you guess the
ot o, e Sty ) YU
told how many bits are correcty set.

Replenishing your energy reserves
represents a simiar problem. Each
deck has a storo of six energy
packs, but 10 get them you wil need
1o drop them down through a series
of otating screens. A smal
misjudgement w.u ot e b

The screen shows part of one
Tevel, spit into upper and lower
parts, escalators provids access to
both areas. The bive lfts will toke
jou up or down 1o other leves, and
the teleports will zap you through to
another deck (randy when you'te in
a tght spotl. To access one of the
many computer terminals, you just
tum 10 face it, and a men of icons
replaces your view of the deck.

“The action can be fast and furous
or cool and calculated, the choice is
yours! No music here, just the
continual droe of the ship’s e
support system and the occasional
laser crack.

Don't et that put you off though,
Droids is a highy playable game with
plenty of mental challenges as well
as arcade action.

nl it sy ou only Fred Reid
& o e pack?)
Graphics T T T T TR
Sound —TT3
Toughness ™ T
Endurance T T T T
Value T Overall
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64/128
ADDICTIVE
GAMES
ice:
£9.95/cass

Arachnidroid -

@ Screen Scene I

And there are the hamless flapping
Rays and the peculiar, pink and
industrious Rock Hoppers. Most of
these creatures Arac can ensnare
with his net, removing them to a
cage from whence they can be
summoned as the need aries.

Arachnidroid must

return to Arac form
before netting any
creatures.

‘The forest holds one other surprise,
The Fist, a massive clenched hand of
stone. Getting The Fist 10 release its
s epardd W hnc s
complete his_ mi

Tnce Arc has iscovered both

ARAC-

Arac s a droid. Humble, one-egged,
amed with only a net-iring nozze.
Avac is also a droid with a mission,
1o infilrate the citadel, fend off the
obot guards, and deactivate the
reactors before mehtdown. He's got
30 minutes to do it

Droids, robots, citadels, reactors

Yep, the plot scores absolutely

aich for originality. Never mind. The
graphics and gameplay more than
make up for it Arac is a winner

Obviously mere nets aren't gaing to
much impress the robot guards and
ther plasma bullets, so Arac is going
10 need some help. Off he sides into
the maze of overgrown paths and
walkways which skirt the citadel, in
search of the two telescopic legs

simple Arac into ... the hyper-mobile
and deadly Arachnidoid

The undergrowth teems with e
forms: Big Borers lunge from rock
faces, pincer jaws clacking; buzing
Stingers constantly manoeuvre for
attack; Malevolent Men of War dift
laziy, tentacles danging to give a
sudden, energy-sapping whiplash.

limbs and power globe, he can
change at wil into Arachridroid, with
its staling walk and lethal energy

Arachvidroid is invulnerabl to the
Singrs wd Nom o Wi Mo
important, it can take out the robot
sentries which zap back and forth
along the corridors of the citadel,
Big Borers are easily netted,
provided you've already teased them
from their ideaways. But Stingers,
which hover anly briefly, take longer.
Capturing Rock Hoppers s like
shoating fish n a barrel. Rays, for
some reasan, are decidedly ticky —
they never stop moving and the net
has to close over them at precisely

Arac s a little droid
with just one net- >
nozzl

firi

the right point. Men of War cannot
be caught without first stunning
them with an energy bolt from
Arachnidroid, and you've then got
less than five seconds in which to
transform back to Arac and
accurately drop a net over ore.
Once caught, creatures can be
summoned, only one at a time, by
freezing the geme and using the
icons then displayed. Arac changes
to Arachnidroid in the same w
Drawing a map of the 100 screens
is essential, and soon you'l be able
to mark the six locations where the
1w Arachnidroid legs are fikely to be
found. Once you've found one leg
you'll know where the other is. The

power globe is aways in the same
place, and if you'e lucky enough o
Tid th lgs on e ten
possible to assemble Arachnidrid in
under four minutes
Your il foray into the citadel is
best done in Arachidroid mode, 35
Arac doesn't stand a snowball's
against the swiftmoving robots
which instantly home in on inruders
Arachnidraid barrows energy from
Arac, but consumes it fast, especialy
en upside down, and it must
constanty revert 1o Avac if the
s nat to be st

e e th citde tend 10 b6

brief and hectic.

Fortunately the game includes the
e 1 st 2 i

‘which you star chnidroid

ey Rkl o
each kind inside the cage. This
S i Do, ¢ v Y0
to enter the citadel immediately, but
as you become more adept you'll opt
for the 30 minute long game as you
can assemble Arachnidroid and catch
a great number of animals in well
under ten minutes. You'l also achieve
a greater percentage this way.

Graphically accomplished, instantly
playable and yet addictive in the long
term, if Arac falls down anywhers it
is the lack of music and in relying
upon a stale storyline.

The absence of a jingle doesn't
bother me — sound is generaly used
o good effect otherwise — but if
only Addictive Games had spent a5
much time on the plot as on other
aspects of the game, then Arac
might have been outstanding

Bill Scolding

Graphics
Sound

Endurance ~TT T T T
Value T

TETTT S o a0
Toughness —TTT T 0w

Overall
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COMMODORE
64/128
ALLIGATA

Price:
£9.95/cass

Pick up fuel and
grap cergeto the W
ittle man.

Trap comes in one of those double-
cassette boxes that looks s though
it's haf empty. Aligata would have
done well to il the space with a
Band Ads for your joystick

thumb.

Don't be deceived by Trap. It's not
the upward scroling arcade thrash
flavoured with Zaxxon style grapics

first game since his retur to Aligata
has mad it that much more
complex. Trauble s, the game is so
impossibly difficult, you may never
suss out lor wan to ts fner points.
What you need to know from the
inevitable crummy storylne (“a
distant comer of the galaxy where
human e strains to exist in the
void of space”’ is that, as a
legendary spacepilt, you must take
three tests of courage and reflexe.
Complete all three and you get to
take your next tet, also of courage
and reflexes, in a better spaceship.
Test One, fiying thiough space
mines, is no problem (fter all, you
are a legendary spacepilt) and you
then scrol straight into the Zaxxon,
sorry, Zarkab Vally. Here's where
the trouble starts. On the rght side
of the screen you'l see the number

4 Your first challenge,

of nasties you've been st to kil
Nians, Bots, s Lsas. Dllvnn of
that lot and it’s on to Test Thr
where you go on foot i search of
the Orb.

blast your way
\‘hral‘ e spar

With this in your pocket, you can
buy yourself a more upmarket GTi
craft. There are four models to
choose from, each with more cargo,

Screen Scene

If t's al getting 00 much for you,
there’s a ‘zappo’ button mn hlﬂm

i o the Zappo button
e three lives and after each
o a0 e beginning

Sk Sk e (it any) on
sers is

If you manage to get

past the i ot ‘minutes,

you'l have Killed enough nasties to

1

mors wm, et fl opsunpion
— but no sunroof or elect

lightyears away from getting an Orb.

Your first craft is a real gas guzzler
which means you're constantly trying
to pick up fuel whilst the fikes of

90t 10 spot the aliens, boats and
fasers you're s to kill whist
avoiding fir from every concsivable
angle. But run out of fuel and you
just stop dead, a sitting duck.

1f youget a spare moment, there
are extra points 10 be earned
picking up cargo from the cargo ship
and dropping it on the ltle man who
ccasinaly spess doun bilow.

't ask me away with

 wave of ol Gt s s up
your scare.

You can't land until
all aliens, boats and
lasers have been
destroyed.

give yourself some breathing space.
Now’s the time o scout around and
6t the b yo s, 10 ke
on the Orb.
“Grapical, Tap i & ut bove the
ordinary. But with more sprites
moving around than you'd have
Timaght pesshl, 1 a8 e & Bt
messy. Like any arcade blaster
worthy of the name, it has very
good sound and manoeuverabity,
and smooth scroling, although firing
is not as immediate as it should be
Although high on siils and thils,
Trap may not be origina enough 1
warrant sustained effort. For me? Il
just stick with the gas_ guzzer
Bohdan Buciak

Graphics ~TTTTT T s s w0

Sound e A

Toughness —T T T T T T T v
Endurance T T

Value T T Ts T s Overall




Commodore Sha
moves North
Renold Building, UMIST,

Sackville Street, Manchester
Friday to Sunday, September 12, 13 & 14

The Official C d 2 the she
that hit the headlines when it attracted record London
crowds in May — now moves North, supported byall
Britain’s leading suppliers of Commodore hardware and
software. Spread over two exhibition floors will be stands
featuring the very latest developments for the entire
Commodore range, including a wide variety of

= newly-released games, business

‘lf;;’yy S DLl and utilities software. It's going
Piccadilly railway to be an action-packed show
that will bring you right up to

date with all the exciting

Midlands and Wales. developments now taking place

| EASY COACH TRAVEL! in the Commodore world!

Bus and coach stations.
serving all parts of this

UMIST campus.

EASY PARKING!
Noproblem finding
somewhere to park -
either within the
campus itself or

nearby car parks.

On show for the first

time outside London -
the fabulous Amiga!

Avoid the l O Adulttickets at£2 (save £1)........ £
T ] O Under-16sticketsat £1 (save £1) £
queues!

b b e Total £
Getyour . [ Cheque enclosed made payable to
ticket in Database Publications Ltd
advance

I O Please debit my credit card account

I Access/Visa

Admission at door
£3 (adults), £2 (under 165)

Organised by
Database Exhibitons

AMIGA
THEATRE
Demonstrations of the most
talked-about computer of 1986,
showing the growing range of
business and recreational software.

8-BIT

THEATRE

Leading Commodore experts show
how to make the most of the 16, 64
and 128 range, answering questions
on games, graphics, utilities and
communications.

Pl—ug Live shows from top
groups - Commodore
music as you've never
heard it before!

c'% 5k officcal
compucter daa
Post to: Commodore Show Tickets,
Europa House, 68 Chester Road,
Hazel Grove, Stockport SK7 5NY.
Name

Address

s cug

PHONE ORDERS: Ring Show Hotline: 061-456 8835

—



commodore
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Efr e e e T Precision Software

30000 word ek GChanay. s 5K e ar, DepETET pATM sUppOr
bl LS o o M s st ey puLdomn T

FANTASTIC SUMMER SAVINGS ON ALL VIZA PRODUCTS!
=

SUPERBASE STARTER
Asimpifiod version of the worid's

o sty
s - = e eosta  usamens andce manial
e e R S Woing Mhcr, ra protessional make fl instanty useful Run your
o G T T S e ST T o o Boogsooram  business.cccupationor ooty
Keymoard e UpOTIROMIL  santy ou canseskhrow
S e i Sy
o e L ] o i an matchdaa o
s vy o it ot beg - Go from tap-tap 10 type-type with O o, ihen dsplay o prnt
i o Sopertypel he Informaton solect

want i \m\umsapuwmm 54
Commodore4tape  £14.95  printing prograr

ot iy report n s

BEST EVER SUPERBASE PRICES! Commodore 64, Commodore 64 disk
T | ManXUXEdsk  £15.95 Now OnLy £19.95!
=i SR
| £ e
Tricks & Tips for the 128  The Anatomy of the 128 # T
ok T octieios L The soatoiny oL o AMIGA
st s e e amaa
“An Introducti l
-
—
oL e
THE AMIGA
SYSTEM:
AN INTRODUCTION
= e
iR et
o TS LTSI AT
b B o T
el e pysairem sl
eI, | s
. Snern,
e e T
e e T
g-«- 19.J & W Pascaifor your 64 You know
il e LERTOATIT RS,
R e L T G YD
Commadore disk £19.95  200pages £9.95

WANT T TOMORROW?272__CALL US TODAYIIl_ON 01

-~ Siam

LAKESIOE WOUSE,  KINGSTON WAL, SURREY, KTa7aT.  TeL
s




Daringly Original Arcade Adventure. It's What You've Come
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Available now for Commodore 64 and

available soon for Spectr 48128 and H B
pRmemnSE T

FREBIRD SOFTWARE
FIRST FLOOR, 6476 NEW GXFORD ST, LONDON WC1A 1PS.
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Agent IY tries to zap
a bestseller in the
library.

Master of the megablast, Jeff Minter
has done it again with fids Alpha

Its getting 5o that anything the Yak
produces can confidently be predicted
10 be the best biast since the shuttle
went up.Is his too sick, even for

CU? (Pass me the paper bag — Ed

64/128
HEWSON

Price: The instrument of death and
£8.95/cass destruction is your Giby robot
fighter. Why it is called a Gilby

£12.95/disk W robody knows. Wi, | don't and you

don't, though Jeff probably does.
A Gilby is a strange looking

implement considerng its function,
but is nonetheless designed with the
usual Minter imagination. Whist on
the ground, two spindly fegs propel it
in either directon. Once airborne,
However, this unlikely undercariage

“As the door slammed shut behind
him", says the blurl

64/128 o
tumed ... he was trapped, this
ODIN mssion ad ahuays smeled i
fun
SOFTWARE You i e Agnt 1Y b of
the humour sensing nasal passages
You are some kind of hitman and, by
a quitk of nature, have been
wansported through tim to a
strange warld where robots try to
Kl you.
This world, though strange,
consists of buidings and disricts

Price:
£9.95/cass

A 4

@ Screen Scanel

lgh Ry  your
Gilby explodes.

folds gracefuly away and the Giby
flcks on its side and biings it
deadly arrowhead canon into
combat pasition.

Intially the screen is divided into
three sections. The top section
st sifacs, e it
shows what the warp gate,

0 reacore areas f he lmat ook

7 IRIDIS ALPHA

like, and your instrument read outs,
score etc. are at the bottom.
come at you defenderstyle
As you destroy them the energy level
of your Gilby rises and it becom
brighter in colour. If you collde with
s o o level similarly

Is. f the energy level becomes
m«- o0 igh o ow th Giby
explodes, 50 you must lane

peridicall in the core area of the
planet to lose or gain energy. The
idea is 1o gain bonus points by
accumulating energy and transfering
it 10 the planet core.

After three waves, things begin to
get compiicated. The cente section
of the screen becomes a mirror
image of the upper planet. To
transfer to this lower planet you
must shoot an aiien and fly through
the xpinmng ving it forms seconds
befor

i 4o ot .
p\an!l is exactly the same as on top,
other than everything happens upside
down and back to front. It is
essential to switch between upper
and lower planets s if you do not,
the entropy level becomes critical
and you can lose another Gily.

As usual the whoe thing is
displayed in glorious MinterVision,

o e et
s, latest relas
Ken McMahon

Graphics T3 TT

areenhouse, dockland, nightciub and
pipeworks.

You will find yoursel transported
o any one of these areas at random
via 3 sort of transporter booth,
Immediately robots and people in
spacesits rush towards you, blasting
away without so much as an ‘snoy
your lead sandwich’. Ony one thing
for it and that is to get them before
they get you. Each time you ar hit
the energy meter deplete, when it’s
empty it's al over for Agent IY.

When the robots in the immediate
vicinity of the transporter booth have
been wasted you can start to
explore. There e areas 10 the lft
and right as woll as other levels
which can be accessed by ffs. Or
You can abways get back in the
booth and go to another building.

The disticts are not of gargantuan
proportions — about twenty screens
or s0. Al the same, i’ easy 10 lose
your way back to the transporter, so
a lttle map in the bottom right
comer helps you keep your bearngs.

“The object o the game is to hunt

the greenhouse —
h. lunny looking

door
e i looing
in tracksuits and blow them
pices, for which you get bonus
poits. e playing the gane i
o o 2, | gt thet ‘sl hors
st b b 1t U U o,
hm. veqr!llah\y there wasn'
Rt
ottty T g
are excellent. The nightciub really
looks fke a ightclub. Well, not the
places | go to (you'e so whacky Ken

[
rooftop garden. But it takes more
iy b s e
e

Ken McMahon

Graphics —T T 00
Sound T o4 e
Toughness ~TTITTE 7 s v
Endurance —TTTE s 6 7 4 s 0
Value TTTTT3 e 7 s s Overall




64/128
MASTERTRONIC

Price:
£2.99/cass

You could almast feel the tension, as
he Kid from North Harrow,
otherwise known as Freddie the
Flush stood before the poker machine
faced with a big decis

He had on screen five cards — a
pair of Jacks and three hearts;
should he go for a two pair hand or
‘gamble on a flush? The crowd
gasped, as with reckless abandon, he

o WoLD

TN |

64/128
ALPHA-OMEGA
SOFTWARE

Price:
£1.99/cass

Legend has it that Herculs, son of
Zeus, was ful of remorse after
laying his famil, and consulted the
0 how he might best
for his nasty litte deed.

He was ordered 10 perform o
task svery year for King Eurystheus,
and only f he succeeded coud he
take his place amongst m- it
immortals on Mourt Olymy

Wiht the logend does ot wel on
is that the twelve labours of
Hercules were actually standard
levels and-adders fodder of such
incredible age that even the Ancient
s et W i oy
before sheling ou
Nobe Onogas s ctsate.

C v

ho1608°

HERRR.?

dumped the pai of Jacks and every
breath was held as the space bar
was pressed for two new cards.
Down they came and, — bingo —
wo more hearts! The flush was

spouting out like a siver waterfal
So much for my dreams of fame
and fortune in Las Vegas, but it did
happen on my C64 thanks to
Masirtri's Vo Pokae o th

s is
[ st xmm\lunn
avaiable on a hom
st o 1 el Fh
reproduction of those Vegas

g

“The choice of coin value is the
fitst option and you can opt for
nickel, dimes, quarters, or dollars
ol a bit academic really as you get

hand is dealt in these type of
You might as well bt the maximum
each time). Down scroll the cards
and dependi

n

iy Moo
e uw chaice. The winning hands
are standard Poker from 2 pairs,
of a kind up to a flush or Royal
Pl I you ks i yool win
not, well there's always the next

ound effects are quite
Pleiot, & i sty sk i
b 55 sach con dop and th
ml:  tune s 3l Rob Hibard
omp, but that's about it as
Swton
On the graphics front there is
praise indeed, but, good graphics and
e srollgrotes o ot o reat

an endless supply anyway]. Then you ~game
Voot s uy hat it wil keep me at
the by fr long, bces te

can bet up to five coms before a
Doesn't matter how
much you
There are siweys
more dimes.

Hercules, chained to his 64, soon
discovered the twelve. lnbam we
spre: n ver 50 s imping

oo laiorms, siiogog i fie,
.mmn spiders, birds and wh

il 2 s ok v
comets but later deduced to be
fireball.

What made things doubly difficult
was RAP — the Random Access
Principle which, when Hercules failed
to complete one task, selected
another at random, rather than
returning him to the start. So, just
ashe - g e o
ca eryneian Hind, he was
wlmkmi 8 o e D o

s 9ot tiresome after a whie,
and more 50 as RAP didn't seem 10
be et rriom, Tho it e
clearing the ‘most
bl of the King o Ek, cccred
i mae oy ha s
Yo desad, whie the sogather
= interesting ninth labou
o ipolte's Gollen i,
b e ek o oy e
n. But such, mused Hercules

Hercules proves
that platform
games are as old
as the Greeks.

Yet anothes
graphically
Herculean

screen.

as he sidestepped another cowpat,

as e

He fast learnt to move smartish on
each new screen, having just
0 a nearby ledge or
fope before flames consumed the
platform on which he stood. Doing
his on his search for the Cretan Bull
méant leaping into thin air, though
new platforms popped into existence
beneath hi feet unti he reached the
door 10 the next screen.

The quest for the Erymanthian
Boar, depcted in pixels 5o stunted
that Hercules thought at firt it was
a hamster, was a dodle in




Just that bit less
exciting than a trip
to Las Vegas.

novelty soon wears off and | found
myself quite bored by it al n the

nd.
The price is fair and it sure beats

player ' just about worth a hand
buying a ticket to Vegas! So, i you or two.

fancy yourself as a mean Poker Andy Moss
Graphics — 757
Sound T T
Toughness 775 4 5 o
Endurance ~T3 3 4 s o
Value o P TR Overall

T,

W

hatige”

Hercules finds the Erymanthian bore, sorry,
boar.
comparison. Ignoring a screenful of
fopes, ledges, dancing spider
mutant candelabra, Hercule
traight

grinding poverty of both the graphics
and the concept, coupled with
S ot of et
e the lttle enjoyme
o hd found, g brougt fim
o his ke

The gods relented and gave
Hercules a copy of Thrust to
compensate and to show that not al
budget games are lie the Elsian
stables — stuffed with horse dung

Homer Scalding

en
singed.

ess at these and other labours
ught him a score of 25,970,

just made it to the ne

before_getting his sandals
o

which seemed impressive to Hercules

but didn't cut much ice with the
folks on Olympus. Finally, the sheer

@ Screen Scene |

When you finally complete that, it's
on to the second level which is sort
of an arcade adventure but is a fair
amount smaller and therefore easy to
complete. The object is to obtain
four pieces of a computer hidden
around the maze but be careful for

64/128
THOR/ODIN
Pric
£9.95/cass

LCUPS. is one of those games that
once you have seen the packaging

pictures you are expecting a great
‘game. But don't be fooled for apart

Looks a bit like
Uridium — without

the classy graphics
or gameplay.

T

frum inpacsle gratics and s You oty e e chanesto o
tasty sound it

Thor/Odin have umdwzd some toptel you to
quality software over the years and o much as a good reference.
at first glance | thought |.C.UPS. Poor old Thor have obviously
would follow suit. The plot isn't very slipped up. In all their efforts to
comples, revalving roup  create good graphics they forgot all
they've harped on about for ages  about the game and ended up with
called |.C.UPS,, of rather the . well you only need to read the
international comission of universal ratings.
problem savers who'te 50 tough they
make the SAS. look fike the Zzap
editarial team.

Being the tough guy you are you
want to get into the team of heroes
but as you can imagine this isn't
very easy. There i not just one, but
1Wo tests you must pass before you

Fordy Hamilton

o5 of
computer Hiddon in
the maze.

can start refieving Biitain (take note
Alan Gold, Letters Page) of al its

s

The first test is just a good ol
shoot em’ up. You control a small
fighter and piot it safely through
three levls of fierce bombardment of
missils by enemy crafts. This
features som it graphics but
other than that has nothing to hold
Your interest.

Graphics TTT 3 as e 7800
Sound T a5 67 a0
Toughness 7T ¢ 7 s s
Endurance ~TTTE s 4 7 8 9
Valve S T A A A Overall

Graphics T T TR 0
Sound b e

Toughness ~TT T3 s s 7 8 0
Endurance ~TTTS 4 s 6 7 8 e
Value N
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In Australia contact: MICRO ACCESSORIES of S.A., 39 Anderson Walk, Smithfield, South Australia 5114. Tel: (08) 254 6284
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JR SOFTWARE

76A DOWNHAM ROAD, LONDON N1 5BG

SPECIAL OFFER: — PAPERBOY @ £5.60 SP, C16; £6.20 AMS
£6,99 C64, BEC

Al payments i Sering Postage FREE n the UK. for Europe
eisowhere oversea
Ploase send s.a.e. for it
Comp Pro £14.50; Konix Speed King £9.95; Fevs Hotshot £10.50
R Softwar:

e,
Dept. CUS, 76A DOWNHAM ROAD, LONDON N1 58G

<&~ Broderbund Software

Now with only a fow keysirokes,
youcan i, design and ot
Yourown cards, statonery. fiyers
nd banners. Ever
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Shenvaipas Pt andrame
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Priiit Shop

GRAPHICS LIBRARY
DISK 1

hop Grapnis irary
ontains 120 eady-
1056 graphic designs, mcuding.

 Holiday: Christmas, Easler and
gheriavario holdey graoncs

 Education: charming Ehidren
and classroom scenes

 Specil s
Vother

‘and prce lsts for your business.
‘The hardest iing s knowing
when{osiop!

oo W GhiLY £39.951

Priiit Shop

GRAPHICS LIBRARY
DISK 2

v

# Zodiac Signs, Sports/ Games,
imais

* Crealive Patters and more!

CommodoreB4disk  £24.95

CoMiRRioN

Priiit Shop
COMPANION

The Print Shop Companion brings
exira features and power o Print

designs. ncluding,
Jobs: at work and around the.

* Hobi

0p users.
areas of creativiy and gves you
e profesonaesule han
everbalore

festures brand new ypestyis,

cooung
 Paopie from Sherock Hoimes
ot ApriFoo

custom calendarfeature and new
ype andsordr diors Bost o
af

» Travel b by vain,by boat
* Heaith and more

Commodore 64 disk  £24.95

Ed«uvmcmwmmmhemn;\
sopsarietirs ofdegca
drawing package
Commodore 64 disk

£39.95




One to four p compete
ainst each other. If you're on your

<

Screen
divides in
the

selection of some, or all of the
events

Renowned as one of the m
grueling winter events, the biathion
is no pushove a joystck. Well
synchrorised waggiing s required if
You want to do more than just grind
snow. After what seems fike an
eternity you must put in some

0.m.8

C16 and Plus/4 [ 't wss. | tink, us 6o ;:lhn started
mmer
ANCO Games | and Il. The second ga;u
w hat four

. ‘months after, as the nights closed in
Price: Py amicunn of sport simulation
£7.95/cass [l in the sun wither

ed

i i Watons s, Wit

‘S o, sl S has
Jenged o the bandusgen. Bt vk
ok 0 e I prouced  faly
orimbl vt £18
Tynesaft had a o with Winter

s, but it was a big
disappointment. Half the events
caled for minimal participatoin by

Cross country skiing is a test of stamina and
the player and the curing was rhythm. Its synchronisation thats the key here
malw unintelligible. — forget wrenching the joystick.

Inco abviously thaught they could
do s ot et andthy wer gt

Winter Games ut doubt, one it time for the opering coremony. accurate shaoting to increase your
18 o syt st T Mkt score. Not easy when your fingers
appear on the C16 and, in some screen and lights up the Winter have gone biue at the ends.
respects even surpasses the Events flame — very pretty. All this
Commodore 64 versions happens 1o the accompanyment of a

Winter Events follows pretty mishmash o tunes, none of which |

closely the format of the original.  could recogrise, other than the
Only the two icekating events have  Dallas theme.

been dropped, which is just as well  Seasaned C16 gamers wil spot the
because they were boring, and have  programming handiwork of the

been replaced by something better.  proific Udo Gertz, author of Ghost

“The ine-up of ovents is: Biathon,  Town, Tom Thums dare | mention it,
St S o, Spettating Bongo and around a illon other
Downhil and Bobsled C16 games

ach of the events is loaded
spovy Fon e Cemtl s 'y akd e
10 way youd ever cram all that P s et
code into the C16's memory al at must look gracefol »
once. But before you get the skis on as you ump.




@ Screen St:enel

A Speed skating is one

of the less exclting
Bobsled
TIME: 0.48.5 PP PETER

You have two views of the sled as it
careers at breakneck speed through
the bends. View one is from directly

there. In
at two things at once, 5o get a
friend to keep an eye on the map
and shout left! or right! as
appropriate, until you know the
course

Udo Gertz has done a great job to
make Winter Events one of the best

Steer your way down the siopes
from t0p to bottom without trying to
uproot the trees. The idea i o steer

found h gates witou it The downhill —hang sports simulations around and the
Wy on and watch out fas The thing hee s to go as fast a5 only one worth considering for the
et i e bumps. You can, skinight leathers and ~ C16. The background graphics,
You aren't given & time, s, S bfrs ko the 1803 prmiting, Wtch out o o e scres comlt
Thgophcs on i st e, s s g s e S rees and take with mountains, are superb and add
TR e bt 1 roske o e e Moo e G T R Wi T e Sl iy
:lmuhnnn oy esionof i s mavenes you lig it th ai, 0 save on  the excelent animato.
i, The 50 prpcthe s syt o the compater s i If Winter Events doesn't make the
o e o Pl e ! e o TG The skiers hut charts then 'm prepared to hang up
‘manoeuvers w<\h all the style of perfectly. The closer you are, the looks inviting at MY skis for good — without taking
Franz Klammer. (Who? — £d) further you get. Paints are also the beginning thom oft.
awarded for style, 5o it helps if you of the long-haul Ken McMahon

atast ok o o gcoil P W/ <oss country
Ski Jump Your helmet on for this one. skiing event.
One for the oonies without a doubt.
Push th joystick button and your Speed skating

skier starts a long descent down the

Another Winter Games clone and
probably the least citing at that,
You against the computer, or a
friend, joystick waggling like i
reach the finish fne first.
9 8 s of i mmn-unn than
xueld 0 1y 0 workfo

1 was expecting the usual ripoff —
stlom without the flags, but the
downhil s in fact quite different
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Commodore 64/128
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@ Screen Scene I

appearance on some of the screens.

sound and graphics are a bit wooly
< and not so cleary defined, but that
dcllll'l detract one bit from th

Manic
blasting in e like Matri,is an arcade
Mat: s

this is the  mould. The difference is that this

aeraea. Pat om0
vENAx blast everything approach,
ot o st yousot
o o
qu + e i, e
£ gl
il Won wheh

€16 and [ Voo Lasszorear two of the - time bambs wiich oventualy atch  two computer contoled plsma
all time arcade classics released first out and crop on you. They can be  cannons blast the evil hordes to
PLUS/4 [J o Ve 20 and thon sbot wo  dstoyd ith sane ssturton abivion while you enjoy  nice cup
yosag for e C64 by Lomasor  shotng it 1 tks e —ona of te.
ARIOLASOFT [ i of tem hove row been hing you don't have an abundance  But, guess what kids, the computer
ranslated 10 the C16 by one Aaron o, as broken down and you must take
. [ tiddiment can this person really If all this sounds merely difficult,  control and repel the Zzyzaxian
rice: exist?) and are being sold under the  don't worry, there’s more. X and Y invaders. On a simple level Lazerzone
£6.99/cass Ariolasoft label for the extremely 2appers patrol their respective axes it a bit like playing Space Invaders
reasonable price of seven qud. defveing deadly death rays along on two axes at once, but it can be

mare complicated.
When the nasty creatures reach
the bottom, or side of the screen,

shaot diagonally from the vertcal
cannon onto the horizonal plane, or
vice versa. Get what | mean?

The danger here s, of course, that
in your zeal to destroy
encroaching fiends you can easily
vapourise one of your own cannons.
If things really get out of hand you
have the option of using the Electro

space bar activated panic button

that destroys everything in sigh.

There are a number of options for

Matix has to be one of the most  randomly selected grid ines. At those who don't fancy solo blastng,
maric shoot ‘em ups ever devised, it higher zones the Switch, a loathsome  one allows two players to compete
is sheer mayhem. As the story goes, fittle humanoid, walks along the top using only one joystick, another lets
itis ten years on from the Grid Wars of the matrix and gives away your  you get some practise before

>

Your two cannons.

move horzontally and
vertic

and veteran Gridrunner pits position to the XIY zappers. attempting the real ting
you have once again been summoned T lter zones have some other  Like Matrix, Laserzone is an
o repeal an attack by the deadly  interesting diversions. Deflexors excellnt version of the origial. No
drods. (Gridrunner was another piece  cause your missiles o ricochet at  self respecting arcade addict should
of Minter magic — forerumer of  unpredictable angles, often stiaight  be without this twin pack.

fatrix) back at you — use them with Ken McMahon

Combat takes place on the power  cauton. Minter' trademark, the
matix, your ship is ree to ubiguitous camel, puts i its usual

o sura
Graphics —TTTTT T e
b o= v

asing, Thefist o s Sott i
manageable as there is only one Toughness ~T 7T 3 T 7T 71 o
g o dois, bt rom thenon t [ Riemen M
gets pretty_hectic. e e e

When shat, the droids tum into ko S S




L] WIMBLEDON

C16 and PLUS/4
GREMLIN
GRAPHICS

the last of Wimbledon and al the
other major tennis tournaments,

advantage with Wi
No 30 grapics or entertaining
gameplay here. t will take a lot

Price:
£7.95/cass

Aerial view of the
court — no graphic v
el hore:

Just when you thought you had seen

outbursts to get you to enjoy this
one.

which | was, y
opportunity to play the computer. It
took me five or six st o find ut
what was supposed to be going on. |
reread the isructions and accoding
o them | play against the computer.
O ot served to my opponent |

1f | had the space | would write a

nothing happened. I'm left standing
veryone o have o suff? | shll s witha sk apesion on my
choice M Enr

mention but face and a fey
words oozing w| of my num Soit
15-Iove was back to the drnwmu mm and |

After the game has loaded you are
given a prompt to press the fie  served, the computer then mnm you

button o start! But to start the to the opponent (which is

game you have actually to press the  anyway). This rally e gmnu until
space bar. Good start. Now you can  one of you misses the

select the Number of Players, Game If this isn't tedious enoug nn, the
Dificulty, Number of Sets and Game ~ court is just as boring, consisting of
peed, when you have selected black graphics and spectators in the
which four options you wan, it’s  terraces looking ke ko

time to start playing tennis — or is i, wl tat e

it? pretty basic, no cheerng fr o

crowd or entertaining musi

worked out that after you

30-love
According to e stnctons, f you 40-love
are using the one player optior 1 just cannot understand how Gremiin

Graphics T3 s 45 47 s

C16 and Plus/4
BUG-BYTE

nd. We've been revi
cmrm  lattorn games evry

B B you may have guessed by now
Price: ot vt 0 0 0 the
£2.99/cass munw ek A of the bt

ingredients are in e w.n the

platiorms and the

On the back of the sasete i

taken from the game. Bug By
should be told that this wil nn\v
make potential buyers throw the

s ption lak i i o bt out

inlay
there s a dulllooking o st

game on the floor screaming “Not

another platform game”. o get s name in lights. To get

Whe Loser s o you ar in e you e jump the gaps
for a shock and | mean it It is the  that move across the platforms.
first C16Plus 4 game to have a high Every jump you take another gap is
s loading screen. o o plttorns uni he piaying

Programmer Martn ‘Och aye, s warming with them. To start
grea” Gamon (strange e, has. off thre & ol on
Soged it thame v ot B0t pltforms and for each letter you
South Bank Show. How thoughtful light up another nasty is adde to a
of him. Incidentaly, when you e up.totlof . The nasties don't ook
10 this stage in loading don't stop too bad grpticeis ad o we
th detaats s the computer s sl aninatd. My fovouritonasty is tho
hungry for didn Lost V. Which i a Volkswagen car
i ith» seious suspnsion ol
sovrl loads 10 notc, ing it bou

Soon after the comput e o e bt
it s poig th on e ntad et o defying the laws of
of o scren flof darig g, gty by cstaly crosing over
there is a Leaper doing a slow bap. gaps without faling down. Every

The programmer has houghiuly e you a new game
included some blurb within the game, - Leaper goes charging off to the right
and there is no_escaping it of the screen anly to come back

The story goes that you control — from the right (What a weirdol As
Leaper up to the top of the screen he comes on there is a circus type

Graphics

Overall




Graphics have allowed such a shabby
piece of software to be released,
when they are capable of producing
some excelent games. Releases like

can only imagine it must be better
than Wimbledor

1 refuse to go on any more about
this game, | got far better
entertainment watching ‘Oper
Unvrsty” with tho ound down The

expenive game Gromiin Graphcs
have ever release
Game, set and match to Pickering.
James Pickeri

Plenty of Sptions —
shame all s

9900000900

welcoming tune, suddenly Leaper
stops, puts his hands on his hips and
starts to dance. The nise i the
background mngn t0 a quite good
version of “Popcorn’

N Tt i gam o vy bt
but ater a fow goes | got one of
the lettes lighted up. After a few
hours | learnt how to master Leaper

instructions again. Nothing wrong. |

the computer to wiite the review.

graphics and the tunes are the best
around for the C16/Plus 4.
Fikret Ciftei

MBUG-BYTE

AMERICANA
SOFTWARE

Price:
£2.99/cass

If anyone's looked at the C16 and
Plus/4 Software Chart recently they
will have noticed that Mastertronic
dominate the top nine places. Well
here’s a company that might rock
the boat a little. This company also
‘makes ‘Cheapo’ games and comes in
the form of ‘Americana Software’ a
division of US Gold.

Robo Knight then, is American
Software’s first release on the
C16{Plus 4 and at under £3 provides
lasting entertainment. The game is

@ Screen SceneI

| ROBO KNIGHT

%igoieszes 3 wi_scems:00102730
o

Hop across the

platforms to got the
hield. 1t's a doddle,

Take i from me-

the stepping stones don't put a foot
out of place or you will fall down
the well. I that's not bad enough
you are also under a time limit
Graphics have been wel defined
and attention to deta is very good.
When entering the dungeons there
are barred windows and iron rngs in
the wall, and on practicaly every

the walls to go up. But that's not
the end, we also have ladders which
can only be used to comect
latforms
To hinder completion of the game
most rooms have at least one dr

mirimum bleep for collecting a shield
and a sort of crash noise when Robo
dis. Unfortunately Robo's movement
is a bit too fast. This can b
frustrating when only slight
movement of the joystck is needed.
Generall speaking these are only
minor fauls in a really addictive
game that gives you hours of soul
destroying entertainment

Let's hope that American Software
convert more ties and keep

Now there are two.
shields.

1 reade ohenrs (s g
and the setting is an old me
st wich st Uiy (wn
rooms for you 1o negot

You o the ol of nm the
brave knight task itis to
colert th Maqm» Shlzldx Ak
found in certain rooms of the c
e 100 o cleted il your
sl 0 ek i iy tn te
exit which surpise, surprise,
unlocks, You e o e e
Sward of Power. But wait for it —
the exit is relocked and i’s back to
the beginning untl you reach the
Sword of Power once more (the
Scd tiow 10 gl e

To

40 down o a room and the doors in

supporting the C16/Plus 4.
stpgin stor and wl, o James Pickering
oniaton of o the The s

ite quickly, so
g b 0 B ot g B yom 6
1o pass under them. When crossing

it n for
U5’ Oold’l second
6

v stabata C
game.
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AN INTERNATIONAL USER GROUP
If you are a C64 (C128) user and you have a disk
drive or a modem you are invited to join CLUBG4.
CLUB64 is a unique user group and as one of our
aims is to make quality Public Domain software
avaﬂable at the lowest possible cost every new
our exgellont library.

Most disks feature between 10 and 30 programs. We
have one of the best general purpose (300 and 1200

Utilities, Educational software, games, graphics,
music and tutorials.

postage costs and supply the blank media.

CLUBG64

FOR CBM64/1541 OWNERS

oo

T may order free of charge any 3 disks from

s packages available for the
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CLUB64, 85 UPPER DRUMCONDRA
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ORLDWIDE SOFTWARE
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COMPARE THE REST WITH THE BEST
YOU EVEN MORE!
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for the Commodore 64/128
by Sandy Munro

Prince Andrew’s not the only one who can handle his
chopper — guide your helicopter up through the cavern
and get to base as quickly as possible. There are two
different screens to negotiate, and then everything starts
shaking — like an earthquake. You'll need all your skill
to master this one. Chopper is keyboard or joystick

(port 2) operated. EA SY

ENTER

>

17 608082000
20 POKESIZ80, b1 POKESIZ81, b PRINTS (W)
30 SCe1000

40 RESTOREAONGGEOSLB10000, 11000

30 SHU1)e1415H(2)=L3:SH(3)x1S,5H 4)=131Dfe1:DY<2iMe2

1062 PRINT* (HOWE) (BOWN) (DOWN) (WHT) (RGHT) (RVS) (0FF)*

10ES PRINT* (HORE)(DOWN)(0OWN) (D0WN)(WHT)(RGHT)(RVS) ASE (0FF)*

1064 PRINT* HONE) (D0WN) (00WN) (DOMN)(00WN)(T) (RHT) (RVS)  (0FF)*
1070 60707000

2000 REN TITLE

2010 POKESSZ80, 31POGESS281, 13

2020 RINT*(CLR) (BLU)"y

2030 FRINT* e

01 CHOPS3: 001

PER FUN B
ATy
2000 PRINT (00WN) (DOWN) (O0WN)  GUIDE YOUR CHOPPER THROUGH THE MAZES (00
W0 T0 THE BAGE USING:

0 PRINT* 1
2060 PRINT* (B0WN)YOU CAY ALSO KOVE DIAGOMLLY,FOR EXAPLE PRESS FS AND
"

2085 PRINT'AT THE SHNE TINE"

2090 PRINT*(O0M)  (RVS) Ok USE & JOVSTICK
2100 PRINT* 00N BONUS CHIPPER FOR 5000
2110 PRINT* (M)
220 INUT* (K =) (LEFT)(LEFT)(LEFT)(LEFT) (LEFT) kb
2130 IFKSONI® MO KSO'KTHENPRINTS (UP) (1P) 460702120

THENE|

IN PORT 2 (0FF)
s

4010 PRINT* (LR (WHT)*1POKESP21, 0
4013 POKESS280,21POKESY281, 2
o

HIANE OVER
4025 PRINT (DM (DOWN) (0WN)*TAB11)YOUR SCORE. WAG'HI




027 AITIS, 641 FORDL=TO2000:NEXTILLMATTLS7, b4
4030 PRINT*(DOWK) (DOWK) (DOWN)THB (5)* (RUS) PRESS ANY KEY T0 PLAY AGAIK

035 FORI=0TOSOGETASINEXT
000 GETRY FAS=" THENKOD
N

0 k1 s s
CONTRIL PORT 2 111

oo OMSOTOA01S, 4040

4018 JPEEK 43200

4020 1F LIVAKDL) sOTHENSY1428 (51)1)

6025 1F IVANDD)<OTHENSY<51-28 51(255)

S030 IFLIVANDA)sOTHENS 51428 (SDD 1)

43 1IN -2 I

037 60T

frp—

w2 mn-mmv-swmm

SO0 IF (KISDITHEN

proraiteche o

0 IR 28l

4062 ONFL

w10 FﬂKiiP VT 51259 PSP 1, PPN - 50259

PONEZ0AD, 5N NN 11 IFN=STHENRS 1
C-1:S08UB10Z308 1FSCCO THEN 4000
s IR oo

ves

g ap——
7010 $Pe532A

TH20 FORTATO AW OS2 AT
7050 POKE200, 1

7000 PONESPH2], b PSP, T

7048 SLe310i81e218
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OUT ON Ist SEPTEMBER

2 GLASSIC HEART—RACING JEFF MINTER GAMES
ON ONE CASSETTE

ClézPLUS 4

. x
. 5 .

T NG"Z
_ ;
AL LASERZONE
. ) /A%  Detend the Terran outposts with your plasma cannon

N —g_0gainst the swarms of vile Iratain skull ships and the
4‘ N i Bugships of Zzyzax. :
w )

et .
*MATRIX r 7\
- The Droids are aftacking Earth againt
You, 0 suvior fiom the Grdrunner squadans u»&ns fast
hope. Launch your fighter-ond become o hi

;




@ Listing I |

. ot Rt P AR 1 e

o

1620 e ok p-re

1020 PN G The wres scone

i o Tz e

10228 ose |

i o [FEEA— 2008 AT, 71122880 12,0 |
20008 W1KL6,04,0,4,0 |
2010 WH,0,8,00,00

:ua

20020 1R 10 SRLTE PR 2 110

2021 10,000,081

2022 K300, 14,0,0,10

205 TR, 0,5, .50 44

i i |

B |

gty

20028 DATAZS, 147, lﬂ Zi 250 12,0 {

20029 DATAO,0,0,0,0,0,0

2080 W0 6,00,0.0

g

200 fE0 10 AL CiPPR 3 10

2041 BTN0,0,0,0,0,127

s g

2000 W 050

05 WA 0 8850 44,0

00k K01, 1,01, |

200 i 1, 120517,

200 DR 47, 11,208,120 |

00 WK, 0,04,06,0

2050 WT06,00,00

o 4 01 ko

e — fitig i —

11100 G0SUBH02001RETURN
19999 1 ey,

Control Codes |
|
(WP) press cursor up key
(DOWN) (!
(LEFT)  press
(RGHT)  press cursor ight key
(HOME) press HOME key
(CLR)  press SHIFT HOWE
(NST)  press SHIFT DELETE
RYS)  reverse on
(OFF) reverse f)” 1
(Filotc  pross function key indicated
($130) flash on (16 and Plus/) {1 |
(8132 flash off 116 and Plusid)
Colour Codes
(BLK)  press CTAL and 1
WHT)  pre

o 1

&0NE=E0

]
£}
(RED) 3 B
cvm) 4 [
(PUR) 5 4
(GRN)  press CT 6 g
®BLU) and 7
(YEL) AL and 8 o
(ORNG) press CBM and 1 o
( press CBM and 2 G
Our New Easy Enter system makes program entering even simpler. It 3 =
works like this: 3 g
Control cods appest i lain Engsh (aays nsidobrackers) Just 5 g
100k thom up n the lst below. For cxample means “press the 6 K
cursor down key'. We've included the graphic itsef m the table S0 7 |
that you can check you've got it right 8
Actual graphic characters are not changed and appear as they do on S on the 16 and Plus/4 are
screen — you'll find them al printed on your keyboard sightly different to the above.
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Yes, it's what
you've all been
waiting for, a
bucketful of Pokes
that will make your
64 do really clever,
really loony tricks.
Disable all kinds of
things, play around
with colours, the
cursor, the
keyboard, create
special effects to
baffle and stun your
friends.

by Fred Reid

lTExr AND, .

CURSOR

Detect key pressed:
PEEK (187) will return a number
related to the key pressed, if the
number returned is 64 then no key
is pressed. The following program
will retun the value of a key
pressed:

10 GET K: IF K$= " THEN 10
20 PRINT PEEK (197): GOTO 10

Text mode control:

PRINT CHRS (14): sets upper and
Tower case text. To revert to upper
case and graphics, PRINT CHRS$
(142).

Multiple key repeat:
POKE 650, 255: to make all the
B4's keys repeat ke the cursor
keys. To disable the repeat_func-
tion completely, POKE 650, 64
and 1o restore the repeat on the
cursor keys, POKE 650,

COLOURS -7

Read b:ckgrnnnd
colot

PEEK ((547 or 16);
background  colour

reads the
under  the

Set character colour:
POKE 646, (0-15); sets the
character colour while a program is
Running without using Print

Set border and
background colour:

POKE 53280, (0-15: will change
the screen’s border to one of the
16 possible_colours while POKE
53281, (0-15) will similarly set
the background colour —
everybody should know these two!

Set key repeat delay: Reverse characters:

You can vary the delay before a POKE 199, 18: sets levestd
key repeats between O and 4 characters, whilst POKE 199,
seconds by Poking lcaton 651 restores nomal characters.

with a number between 0 and 255.
For example, POKE 651, 255 pro
duces a very long delay

Position your Cursor:

You can read the hozontal psition

by ‘PEEK (211) or set it (say

bawe on WPUT" wih OKE

Check for shift keys: 211, 0397 Sk, te e
£ B3 posion can be.read by PEEK

R Ity 3 vie (219, st by POKE (214

following table to see what com
binatonof sht keys are being
held.

Value Keys:
None
shift
CBM

CBM and shift
CTRL

Screen On/Off

POKE 53265,11: turn the screen
off so that it looks as though it's
loading a_program. Type POKE
53265, 27 (you'll have to do it
blind) to turn it back on again.

Invisible Cursor:
POKE 788,51: this one makes the
cursor disappear completely

T N

four_different background colours
at the same time
Another location that performs

CTRL and shift
CTAL and CBM
CTRL, CBM and Shift

::’1..:

Graphlcs control

Nonswn—o

L 53155 can best be
thought of as eight separate swit. complementary functions is
ches, each doing it’s awn thing. 53270. Bits O, 1 and 2 control
Between them, bits 0, 1 and 2 can Smooth scraling in the horizontal
contain a number up to 7, and con- direction, while bit 3 selects 38 or
trol the 645 much renowned 40 columns. Bit 4 can be used to
smooth_ scroling in the vertical Select multicolour mode, but this
plane. Bit 3 is used to select 24 or iS pretty advanced stuff! Bits 5, 6
25 row display, and bit 4 can be and 7 are unused.
sd to bank the screen to the _To swich a bt on, you wil need
border colour (ike when you Load " the following formula
fiom cassete, having th effect POKE [location, PEEK liocation
of speeding things up slightly.  OR 24lbn] where ‘bn’ is the bit
Setting bit 5 t0.a ‘1" turns on the number (0-7) you wish to switch.
hires bit map, giving you a resolu- You can use a similar formula to
tion of 320 x 320 pixels. Bit 6 is switch a bit off again: POKE [loca-
used to select extended colour tion], PEEK llocation] AND
mode, allowing you to use up to (255214 [bn]



ALITTLE .
PROGRAM

The following program will enable interpreter and operating system. Customized messages:
You to change the very heart and So here goes: To o in s short progran:
sole of your computer! sz 5 , As=

Customized screen

“SODI
10 REM COPY AND SwiTch  colours: 20 RIS AT (LEN (A3))
KERNAL ROM You can make your 64 take on your 30 POKE B-+1, ASC (MID$
20 FORK = 828T0868: own choice of screen, border and  (A$S,1,1))
READA: POKEK, A : NEXTK  text colours after a cold start (SYS 40 NEXTI
30 SYS828 64738) with the following Pokes. ~After running it, you will fotice
40 PRINT “J0B DONE, POKE 64982, 229: selects your that instead of the usual ‘SYNTAX
Y5828 T0 RE customize veson afe the cod ERRDR mesage, you gat SODIT!
INITIALISE" while POKE 64982, 231 ERROR'I you can similarly change
50 DATA 168, 160, 133, 252, socts the noml FOM. any of the Basic command words,
169, 224, 133, 254 POKE 58577, (0-15) sis text sor messages, Basic ntaprtr
60 DATA 169, 0, 133, 251, colou messages, or even the powerup
133, 253, 168, 177 POKE 60633, (0-15)sets border message! The text for these
70 DATA 251,145, 251, 177, colour. messages can be found between
253, 145, 253, 200 POKE 60634, (015) st sreen. the folowing adreses
8 DATA 208, 245, 230, 252, o Basic command words — 41110 to
230, 254, 208, 239 It you'e sick af having o press 41373,
90 DATA 120, 165, 1, 41, CBM before your tape program il Basic error messages — 41374 to
253,133, 1, 88, 96 load, or wait 8.5 seconds, POKE 41767

593, 0 will remove the pause. Basic interpreter messages —
After Running the program, you POKE 58593, 255 on the other 41828 to 41865.
wil be able to Poke numbers hand, will extend the pause to Power up (reset) message —

directly into the computer’s Basic about 15 minutes! 58463 to 58540.
St e

Disable RUN/STOP: Prevent List: disturbing the program. For higher
POKE 788,52 prevents a program There are many ways of preven- level security, POKE?74, 226:
being halted by pressing the ting a program from being Listed POKE 775, 252 will execute a
RUNISTOP key. An unfortunate ~(see Disable RUNISTOP-RESTORE), ©0d start if List is typed.

side effect is that the Jiffy clock ~the simplest being to end a pro

(M and TI$) is also disabled. gram fine (preferably near the Ligt Trick:
RUNISTOP-RESTORE  will - stil h!gmnmgi with a “REW' folowed poy 774
work shifted L. Any lst operatio

You want to be
9% really clever, use this POKE so that

i . il be tarminatd at this poin. A s
m:;_%;:lumsml‘ more foolproof method i to alter M":'r'm’,::‘:;“;lh"gi;;‘:,‘_' o0 o,
: the List vector in locations

POKE 808, 234: prevents a pro- (774-775). If you merely wish to

gram being reset (a warm start]. hide your program from prying Disable Save
This also has the effect of disrup- ~eyes. POKE 774, 134: POKE775, POKE 818, 134: POKE 819,227
ting List. 227 will Disable List without prevents a program being Saved

SPECIAL . .. o
EFFECTS i QSR s FLEN A NEE P

Poksing around your 64 can produce  to move around, and the CTRL and fect of not printing line_ numbers
some pretty weird effects, here are CBM keys with numbers 1-8 o when you st a program. By simply

‘some of the more useful ones! change the colours. typing in a line number followed by
Single Poke draw: P " a line of text instead of a program
POKE 788, 80: s all you need to POOF Man’s wor line, you can use your B4 power-

turn your screen into a drawing PFOC@SSOT:
board. You can use the cursor keys POKE 22, 3t

ful screen editor to manipulate
as the strange ef- text. By the way, you must enter

@ Feature I

Any Poke within these areas of
memory will change a character in
one of the messages, try it and
see.

Shift RUN/STOP:

Normally, pressing ~ Shift and
RUNISTOP will Load and Run &
program on tae. By changing the
text between locations 60647 and
60655, you can make other things
happen. For example, try the
nllowig ot prgrn
10 B=(60)

14 SP BI 13)
20 FORI = |Tnl[H (A$)
30 rnKE B-+1, ASC (MID$

1)
a0 NEKh
Pressing shift RUNISTOP will now
prnt LIST on the screen, followed
y a Return, Listing your program.
Simirly,you ol lace ny com-
re for immediate execu-
tion, or if you change the
+CHR$(13) in fine 10 to
+CHR$(32), any message can be
printed without a ‘Return’ after it.

LT

without _affecting the _program,
while POKE 818,226: POKE 819,
252 will execute a cold start.

To preve chango txt moden
from the _keyboard _(shift/CBM)
PRNT mms(sl PRINT CHRS (9)
will restore control to the
keyboard.

Disable SHIFT:
POKE 657, 00: prevents the use
of the Shift keys. To enable them
again use POKE 657, 128.

Prevent keyboard entry:
POKE 649, 0: completely disables
the keyboard. POKE 649, 10 will
re-enable it

the Poke after writing your text,
then type LIST.

Earthquake:

Want to make your screen shake

as though you were sittng on top

of an earthquake? Simply type in

the program below.
FOR A = 0 T0 255

20 POKE 53720, A
NEXTA

40 POKE53720, 200: END




@ Competition
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HALH HENY

Main menu lists all the Graphic Adventure
Creator’s functions.
xhthlyd.lﬂalenlwiy A prompt asks = H.lth!mnly, Low Priority, and
which location number is to be
entered, ind on replying, if it is a Lml conditions are specific to a
oue, 2 blank screen is shown I room, and are checked immediately
with the cursor postioned. S(L‘uhp after & ¢ player bas nteed o con-
Text is entered, and in w Priority conditions are

mcna sl e plyer's comnand
link th as boen entered, but are ot
l ' I I I - by Keith andbn- u-:::md in free format, as a Verb Editor — enter
'verb' followed by a room number. the verb and its
Campbell For_example, i EAST numb:

‘specific {o the room b
High priorty. conditons are
quested, and this s entirely optional. checke befoe he players nput i
i you have used

the proguam {0 create  scene forthe i as u«uh ot e player's previous
locatn e s number s enred ff comman

Y uxample‘ i painga doocin
essages are also treated in a fl a room causes a draught fo blow,

THE GnAPch hlmmx‘? ::':cm e sumhr way, but in this case it is Ihmughalwlluxlnwpnnn!ycund.lv
ADVENTURE
GREATOR

g Tis moves the enry rom th opa
and
uuem x( intoa vtrhcll list above.
Commodoro 64 Yakog chags o any of e
Price: £22.95/cass ff i =i

Poitag Y cettoatthli, uan

£27.95/disk ] erron. Whea the UP o: DOWN car-

The Graphic Adventure Creator is a
very clever utilty thatlets you create  pposite the arow, and pressing
d RETUR, b

e Just like the prohsslonuls, an impressive mix
i J g ke araphic

data entry, without the

ed to uw the input area for editin

any computer language. Using Nouos and adverbs are trstd in W simply a mater of entering a [ tion, then a high prirty condiion
Jou candraw and wigrtepichres lowed by text. W might check to see if the wind is
info_ your adventure and have the blowing AND the playar s holding a
whole thing running stand-alone at can the candle s . I so,
machine-cods speed program through the various CON- i the room would be put in darkaess.

Atstart-up you're presented witha i pressing the 1.n it artow atth top et | DITIONS supplied by the user. Hore [ * This s all done heough theseting
comprshenaie memn, from which [ f the 45 ey

all activites are slected. Entering

is where the heavy thiking must be M of markers and counters i the ac
done. Th b tions taken as a result of the cond:-




o Adventurel

' Nice gothic lettering but it’s difficult to read.

Fwdmlnn graphics is just like using an art -

pal mnmd and eventually the g\nrd| cludes directions. This uox i ™

tion checks, will die, allowing you to pass.
The graphics part of the utily is [l just the data, to load back into the [ this is accompenied by a com
extremely easy o use;of course, you Wl GAC for continuing the writing [ tary, and some BIFF THUD
need{nbeihn of an artist to be able [l process. graphics.
o produce something worthwhilsl | 1 found the Graphic Adventure ity sonnins o
Bt erl o droin Creato a very easy-to-use progrem, gets screwed up, and
e adventure can be saved either f that builds up an adventure in a m - n«l-d to_such gems as:
1o tape or disk, from both the tape [l logical way. Withis built-in debug- ack s You bav Kiled
prog: e M ging aids and m. &
tenling advents gumevil ra o [ th cly stk you ere by 1o ll Machao e ot o

ept that entering a

auses an action, as urp]nud pore

inlay, although it seems an un-
iecessary approac]

Howerer, if you type a verb that
im'tin the st such s the command
'RING BELL, the response is: "There
is 10 verb in that sentence.” That is

unforgiv

Other ey verbs tat
need of l.he make, are in your own logic in the [l hiscames ove well. I s 20 ey to | are NEEL, PRAY, PULL, snd EY.

e designl

without the
Ryt fred v appears in a cameo superimposed
on the screen.

HUNCHBACK "= The Adventure

Ocean Price: £8.95/cass
GrA

i simont mpossle o dstogih

64 aathe whos hing bems mess.
1 you played Neverending Story, ll ~ The text, blue on grey, isin an at-
you'll be familiar with the format of il tractive gothic character set — at-
Hunchback. First you load the pro- ll tractive until you try to read it, when
gram, and,then the data for Part 1. W certain letiers prove dificult to
‘There are three paris nall, and each [l ditinguish

be comy. AMINE.

jects bring a deinte smile, such as o lf what comes more or less naturaly.
book entiled "Bell Ringing for You'dbete gt i ight lbough —
3 because there is o '
Enlertaining stulf if you fancy &
books that arelying azound, for tis [ ligh-hearted laugh tthe expense of
yold add o fthor diension ofl & owayed huscback bt 2ol o
humour fo the gam me, Im afrid
O he theso of hllingig, |
come to my ma)or ‘gripe about the
— , or rather,
hcnm s vry B, oy
of acceptable verbs is
‘Comic-s ﬂyl- nruphlu accompany the action. nnled in the open-out cassette in-
sat o data is loaded intothe resident i~ As Quasimodo, your task i o esc- hv Adifaclyiter i i)
program, when required. e inside Notre Dame ! in quotes, but the list n-
The game starts loading to a ou-
bl of catchy pieces of music, and
then you sart gtting problems. A
strip ectoss the {op of the screen
il » e stetne p | In you exploraton of ihe
vemains on the screen, whilst [l cathedral,
cameos of objects carried, and a | many guards, plac-d ‘position
i locaton picure are supein- [ tho bishop,lckey of the ardinal, A
‘posed upon it. The problem is that it I lot of HIT GUARD entries are re-




Magnetic Scrolls’ Pawn makes its
debut on the 64 and 128, on ‘two or
three disks’. Both versions come in
the same package; if you get the 64
version you also have the 128
version.

.

Foast your eyes on the first
A e

version of the Pawn. T
sorry Snowman is a victim of
magic — placed as guar
beside the tower of Kranos.
The graphics are very similar to
those on the Amiga and Atari ST,
although with less variety of colour.
Whites tend to be grey, for example.

In addition to the main picture,

which slides down over the text in
just the same way as on the Amiga, a
cameo — miniature replica of the pic-
ture — is provided in the top right cor-
ner. This can be turned off, or alter-
natively moved about anywhere on
the screen, using cursor keys or

This palace belongs o Kiny
A Erik of Korovaia.® .
joystick. The main graphics can be
slid back up out of sight, in the same
way.

The 128 version runs in text-only in
80 column mode. In graphic mode, it
uses the same graphics file on the

NEWS

disk as the 64 version. Text is green

on black in both cases, giving an ex-

pensive ‘monitor’ look to your TV
he Amiga version is the only one

being possible. ' Since,
typically, an Amiga disk can last as lit-

or three hours before
crashing, the Amiga user is advised
that making a backup is the first priori-
ty on buying Pawn.

The 64 and 128 versions are priced
£19.95, and the Amiga version
£24.95. They will be running for all to
see, and perhaps try and buy, at the

how_at London’s Olympia,
from 5th to 7th September.

Scott Adam’s Hulk, the first of the
Questprobe series, is now available as
a budget adventure. Released by US
Gold under the Americana label, it is
selling for £2.99. The 64/128 ver-
sion has instant graphics which are
held in memory, whilst there i a text-
only version for the C16

or those who have not played
Hulk, but are attracted by the title —
be warned! It is an adventure of tight-
Iy locked puzzles, and takes some
very clear thinking and observation to
solve. Beginners are advised to try
something a lttle easier first. Never-
theless, it is an intriguing game, and
with Valley Rescue around, you've
always got someone to turn o if you
get stuck!

The Personal Computer World Show
is at Olympia in London again this
year, and opens to the general public
from Friday 5th to Sunday 7th.

Our stand will have Computer &
Video Games, Sinclair User, and Com-
modore User magazines on board,

there, and there will be a guest ap-
pearance of Daniel Gilbert and Adrian
Bott, from the service.

0 more popular oldies have been
re-released as cheapies. Souls Of
Darkon, (not that oldl) is available for
the 64 on Bug-Byte label, for
£4.95. Valhalla, if you can stand the
bugs and the speed, can be obtained
for the 64 for a mere £2.99, and is
released by Elite.

THE BOGGIT

CRL/Delta 4

GrA

Commodore 64
Price: £7.95/cass

All your favourite characters from
‘The Hobbit gather fogether here to

ure satire is

<atching on.
Here we see the
beginning to CRL's
Hobbit spoof.

of Fergus McNeill. This time he's
asited by his partner udith Child,
ia-ploting the explifs of Bimbo,
Grandel, and Thoray.

As Bimbo, you've hardly had time
to look around, before Grandalf
crashes in, to command you in a not
veryfiendly way,to goon an adven-

savour the joy of winning a prize in
The Price Is Right — IF you can hit
on the right price!

On through the forest, a brush
with some trols is answered with the

says! Smelrond's Hall s on through
the forest, and an embamasse
Smelrond, caught in a dubious ac
tivity with  very friendly elf, wil
give you sustenance fo hurry you on
your way. Bt not before sharing a
secret with Grandalf — what are
those two up to?

‘This s  three-part Quilled adven-
ture, with graphics every so offen.
They're not spectacular (except in
comparison with a_certain serious
Tolkien adventure), but they're nea-
ly drawn, bordered with o couple of
swords, and look attactive.

A RAM SAVE facilityis provided
end a short fape save and load is




necessary fo pass from one part fo
another.

I you enjoyed Bored Of The
Rings, you'l find this equally amus
ing. A direct take-off of The Hobbit,
itis not easy in parts. The frst real
stcking point comes very sarly on in
Part 2, when you escape the Goblin's
Dungeon through a springy window,
and find yourself totally in the dark.
In fact, if my memory serves me
right, you are in a dark winding

passage
Interrupting you throughout the

—

resounding
in through
v on

arfi car
wwibfling’ out

game, not only is there the ubi.
quitous Thorny, snging about gold,
but narrative events over which you
have no control. These add to te

epecilly inaneatlyencoustor be.

ween some smelly dwarves and
‘Grandalf,in which you end up in the
toilet with a massive hangover. Ifyou
try to use it though, you could end
up with teeth marks i an embarrass.
ing place!

Accompanying Boggt, comes a
‘freebie! in the form of Sceptical Il —
an Oracle lookalike with about 200
pages of ads and scandal concerning
Delte 4 and their associates. Much of
this consists of 'private’ joas bused

Graphics Sk k.

Playability s %4
Puzzleability % %
Overall Hk Kk

Mastertronic

Price of Magik
Doomdarks Revenge
Warriors of Ras All American/U.S. Gold

Activision
Firebird
Melbourne House

Seabase Delta
Lord of the Rings
Very Big Cave Adventure

Datasoft/US Gold

TRANSYLVANIA

Mandarin
Adventures

GrA

Commodore 64/128
: £2.95/cass

The first notable thing anoul this - {

‘game is the quality of the graphics — ('/f

mgy are realy profy b, Bven he v
1w antique Hobbit had superior

plccm to this offering. The plot is

also fairly comy rescue the

princess Sabrina from a pseudo- don ‘¢

Boli Horor svemet 78303 “00Tns"SaTRERIRS-

is created by ran. ere 13 . .
n4® ;3 Menacing werewolr

i cacklng or s deep chuckle, This unsavoury looking character is a werewolf
— treat with caution.

withsimple tn dsbe-  the beginner or the ol
ing he cnir o he dey. Toe ] bt o comeios wor i P
“puloaeoghae, Havag . [ oo ol
: Adrian Bott

iscover a swarm of buzzing flies. At
a loss e to how o catch them, you
wander around untl — in the masty :l’""l';l: Xk

which are very uaconvincing. The  chambers of a vast and spooky castle e

overalmprsion gt wes b s — you ind i f ypape

a very old game which somehow  There is 1o opportunity to ba clever overst

or use lateral thinking in Tran.
years sylvania — it is merely a case offin
The parser is barely adequate, ding the right object.
Presentation is crummy. When a

iy i by about two

< bir that pcks you p and dumpe
you in a random place, and having
o input yourname at te beinaing
of the adventure (]aley Joulnd oo
& gravestone

) make thisgame daly sty

@ Adventure I



N'S LARGEST DISPLAY OF PRINTERS MONITORS
COMPUTERS AND PERIPHERALS

OVER 40
PRINTERS ON
DISPLAY—MOST ON
DEMONSTRATION

London’s1argest Computer Shop
The London VAMIGA Centre

Hi-Voltage are the As

Commadore’s argest computer storewe | NEW HARDWARE AND
mﬂ" are prout £ e tha warids most

advanced computer pride of place in our SOFTWARE CATALOGUE
showroom. We stock the most JUSTPRINTED-PHONE

comprehensive range of peripherals and
| software including colour printers, as | FOR YOUR FREE COPY
they become available. New items are
arriving every day so contactusnow!  STOP PRESS — b
o FREE on si ice during F [
%1 iy the first year

. Digitise
colour and B/W pictures from video

EXPORT

p 01-686 6362
84C ComputerNEWMODEL . £195.95|  EXCLUSIVE OFFER dBase Il
gg: gompurev s E:?:;g CBM 1520 Colour Printer Plotter, database for
omp. + musickeybosrdpad X :
B4 oo 'yt 89.95 NLQ, Graphics, 4 Colours CBM 128 £1°935
s Esiiais 10555 | £79) 95 o uar
1541C Disk Drive NEWMODEL . £195.95 Sage Accounts
CoNDataGascotie £3435 SOFTWARE — SOUTH forCBM 128 £89.95
G abis oo TVMonicor .. £189.95 | LONDON'S LARGEST RANGE orC 2 g
| Modemfor840r 125 esa's5 | OF COMMODORE PROGRAMS Print Shop desk
| [ estertronc Siowrear b £1a.95 [ Many discounted titles for top publishing
CurrahSpeech Synth. £19.95| CBM B4, Plus 4, C16, VIC 20,
| KonixSpesdKing Joysiick €1295( Ciog for 64/128 £37.55
| TaswordoaB0CoIWE. £19.98
13,98
CBMSound Samler. £69.95 Supersci

ipt and Superbase Bargains | DYNEER DW12
o5 ounpmice £49.95 | Udentical to Silver
ounemice £58.95 | feed EXP00) ngh
ourpice £39,95 [ Quality daisy wheel
ey £88 95 ounpmice £74.95 | Prter with superh

Wigmore MS2000 Mouse (cass)
(Graph PadIl Graphics Tablet.
CBMMusicMaker1 Keyboard
Final Cartridge.

EoM128 & Seperbene 128 o 00 5 ounpmce £74.85 | Speciicotion

CaMC 128 Compendum £269.95 | & S e S .95 nc var
CIEBCEN e Pock £432.95 | R = ounemce £134.95 | E139.05,c var
C128D Computer nc Ok Orive - £428.95

C128DincDiskDrive -+ Monitor ... £589.95

C128D inc Disk Drive + Monitar + Largest range of floppy disks and printer ribbons
100 Doy rinter + microckerk available in London over the counter.

SooA SRG8 Colour 50 Caliicnitor Floppy disks from BASF, 3M, Verbatim, Dysan,
TDK, Sony, Maxell and JVC.

Mail Order + Export Hot Line Phone 01-686 6362
@@ Delvery by Securicor (4 day)pleass add £5,75 per tem
@l Deiivery by Securicor 24 hour please add £9.98 per item,
Send off or order by ‘phone quating your Access, Visa No. Phone 01-B85 8362
Immediate despatch on recelpt of order or sheque clearance. Or Telex you
546240 Attn 19001335, EXPORT CUSTOMERS SUBPLIED TAX FRE

ALSO VAST RANGE OF DISK DRIVES, JOYSTICKS, DISK BOXES, INTERFACES, SHEETFEEDERS, ETGJ
53-59 High Street, Croydon, Surrey CRO 1QD. Tel: 01-681 3022
o

notice et ESOE

CBM 1900Mgreenscreenmonitor
Script 128WordProcessor
[Micro Clerk Accts/WP/D. Base/ Caic.

PRINTERS

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9 AM-6 PM
OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9 AM-6 PM




Rescu

Welcome to Valley Rescue. Daniel Gilbert, Adrian Bott and yours
truely are already preparing for a deluge of letters to answer
down at my sunny Brighton home.

Now here's someane who is stuck

PLEAS ... i B chasker o W o
AND THANKS! County Kildare can't get out, and

he's p]avmq Empire of Karn. Do you
Somy, all you folk w

ve receiy-  know how:
d answers o problems on postcards Edward James is inside Tylon's
designed for the Computer & Video

Castle. You know where is to

found, I hope? He can't open the
steel door, nor get the liquid out of
the barrel in the la

you read this, the Valley cards wil
anyone else’

Be wel and iy n circulaton, and

have  heading very similar tothatin flle. And ook in the clues section
the magazine. for how 1o open the chest, Edward!
SR. McSweeney s playing Star- 1 you can help with any of these

cross, and running out of oxygen.  Problems, or have any of your own,
Yet he needs to stay in the Repair then drop aline to the Valley, and let
Room. How can he carry out repairs s know!
1o the ray qun

And A. C 1( of Grimsby is after
the exact wurds to use the Elfstones,
in Lord e Rings. Who can

SOLUTIONS
help7 Ok, bylhe way, AC, we're all
nanelems\lrlh:‘la]l:y‘eﬂu OR HINTS?

st
el v you s e sineeyou  Les Martndalo o Rushden, has col.
came up with a ip on how fo avoid  lected nine stars in Sorceror Of
constant crashes n Lod Of The  Claymorgue Cosle, and monders
HRage Energ commands i &

maximum of ords means you
can play for nmm ww"uﬂ having to

reload.” Give it a try!

game. This nicely leads me in to
mention our thoughts on Valley
Rescae

B ST

Say Temple south of it, and sive he expatthe brakin probe.
Then kill him with the nasty
FANTASTIC FOUR:
Leave the wall for the flame speciaist!
EUREKA ARTHURIAN:
0 down with green fingers and get past the furry monster.
SORCEROR OF CLAYMORGUE CASTLE
1f you want to enjoy bliss more than once, do things quickly and in
sequence!
GREMLINS:
T o et rough the locked door . Gizmo o the ventiton system,

o pet i th ity of  peta angine o emave i fom te
tank, use an object from the tan
KENTILLA:

Examine the bedposts! Dip what you find into the barrel

@ Adventure I

It goss like this: Adventures give
enjoyment thiough being solved,
and this il for you if we
i comise solutions or delailed

decided, after one try, that he i not
to0 keen on Adventures! Robin of
‘Sherwood i the first and only game
he purchased, and he “woulda't
at excitement is there, if | dream of going once again thiough
where rooms are an wha's  months of irustration caused by a
il parser that prints a blank line in
will be to help you overa ' response to a command that is ol
nn:ky ek when ol o G, so [ vadamond”
that you'can carry on doing what you | The official hint sheet is none too
purchased the game for — solving
the puzzles! The clues given each
month will, in general, reflect the

his problems. The hint he s looking
at says ! competition’, and
Peter hasn't the slightest idsa of
cryptic, just to_give you another
angle on a problem. But our replies | 1
to you will usually be a lot more  when I played the game, for it in-
direct — unless you specifically ask  volves going back to Nottingham,
for an indirect clue. and the route s not obvious. But it
Fair enough? What do you think?  quite simple.
Have we got the philosophy right? All you have to do, is o GO NOT-
TINGHAM from the forest location
that tells you that you can see Not-
tingham in the distance. Once here,

ROBIN OF the competition should be obvious,
SHERWOOD and your skill as a bowman will in

7ou th ey seed okl inen
and rescue

Doa' be put il adventures over
e s, Bt Bensiib vee

“First of all I would like to let you
know how much Ienjoyed the arrival
of your reqular column in Com.

‘modore User, Is just great to have. e like eep trying
Commodore dedicated Helpline,” different styles of adventure, unil
writes Peter laar in e that suits your

Belgium. But unfortunately Peter has  tastes!

—CAMPBELI'S—

COMMENT

There is nothing guateed o s 1k . Bt ok of ot s
emofions higher amongst keen ~ prevent the mind from imaginin
adventurers than 'graphics. scene. T have very vivid images 5
arqumens againsl graphics  certain deserted town out wes, for
run like this. They occupy memory  exampl
better used for more tex!, deeper
plot, wider vocabulary, more in.
telligent parser, or varying propor- ple who
tions of al four, which would result
ina icher adventure. They also slow
down the response, making playing
your way back a_tiresome chore. or ba e g
(Even using SAVE, this may be condem:
ety  flawed start may be a lAdvenluus with graphics sell
ved ) T images

rquments in favour of

me s, they'l simply

ot up by he ts

ost of these a)qumems can be
successfully countered. Graphics
with an ‘off swich only affect ~the doubtful buger to the fascinating
available memory. (Graphics vith pasti 5o, then all
10 ‘off switch, are unforgivable!) ~adventurers will benefit, by more
Given optional graphics, disk titles and cheaper prices. But if
adventure graphics drop out of the
argument, since they occupy disk
space rather than memory. With
steadily bigger and improved t
omprios iseisiiie Teiug
developed, more text than ever
beiore can be packed into an adven-
ture, even with graphics. But what

il doc lom? O bave ey

this the route o introduce

‘computer adventures, which staried
the craze, were extremely short on
text. They had to be, they only had

counts, is how i is done.



MEGASAVE FANTASTIC SAVINGS EY

MAIL ORDER ONLY

Pos!iue included U.K. Please state which micro. Fast Service.
Free list Amstrad C1|
= Disk Available. D1 @ 12.50, D3 @ 10.50
tor

MEGASAVE, Dept, cu
49H Sutherland Street, Victoria, London SW1V 4JX.

PREDICTS ' Not o SCOREDRANS, bt AWAYS, HOMES,

1RO SCORES,
® st ELEC auarants tht Polswinnerperorms
b e S

ot many oot oo b
ke o s ey e
develop and st your o i et

. DATAENTRY  Altea ares e e progrsr vau!ylmmr»ﬂrhm\ce
et b e, o DGR e sl (s biow

@ DISCMICRODRIVE COMPATIBLE Tapes supphe wih comvervon marucors.

@ PRINTER SUPPORT 1l fard copy ot ot ot b s pres

PRICE £15.00 (all inclusive)
= M AT LAST: No more struggling for Boum o getthe
o SFIRGEN GG St e e
Sl S s e
e i KR
OO i FEXGEN 380

‘e COURSEWINNER Y, e

‘raiyi o, o 1 the program i Sile ek Conronwinnes Vv

‘i priae money, wekih, G, e and ok o e I

ey e il o s o B s Towcon e
o dabaze

PRICE £15.00 (i ncatve i D N o i

Sera Chuos PO o v P ervee 1

shereiies S shone 2t s
37 COUNCILLOR LANE, CHEADLE, CHESHIRE. % 061.428 7425

A LIGHT PEN FOR THE PLUS/4 & C16

Now available at under £20 with all the features that
have consistently produced super reviews, In other
formats, of this excellent UK designed and

brand Ieading product — the TROJAN GAD-master
light pen.

Draw or write freehand on screen — five pen
thicknesses including Quills.

Paint Brush can use all 16 colours and 8
brightnesses to give 128 colour shades.

Geometric shapes — circles, boxes, lines, triangles
& banding. » Dynamic rubber banding. (Plus/4 only)
Colour fill any area any colour (choice of 11
patterns on Plu

Pixel accuracy s Shesernss to tape/disk.

AND ... . a printer dump routine built in; and there's
more too numerous to mention here

GET ONE from COMPUTER CBUPBOARD

EPOST, London W5 1

Pleasesy Trojan light pents) forPlusis .16 @ £19.95
(incp&p UK. Oversea orders ada s

Name

Address

class (Trade enquirics welcome)

C64/128 MODEL ALSO AVAILABLE — £17.9:

““COMPUTEREYES"’
VIDEO DIGITISER FOR YOUR 64/128

compuTeReves diguses rom any video

source, including camera, video
{pcedar and v i, The PAL vrionof s popuiar system by Diga
Vison ne- s hges valal hor S Eommputie
the video source 10

User 1/0 Port. An image s acauired in Iess than 8 saconds and
Scanning modes of the same image allow a realistic grey scalo picture 10 b
comsiructe. No extemal power ol e ey

re CON

cop-

ture, image oading routines all Grven by 3 Mend ox

o Pad, Flexidraw, Doodle
sesng i
(COMPUTEREYES is 150 avalable for Atar 500/800XL130XE, Appla I
series and 1BM PC)
Enhancements: only £14

COMPUTEREVES: £129

tem Computin

3 Blackness Avenue, Dundee DD2 1ER.  Tel. 0382 65113

Add VAT at 15%




Run the Gauntlet on
your 64/128

why is Gaunlet likely to be the top
lling game of '86? What's so

on the 26th of September at
youv local newsagents for a mere £1.

MONTHR

Nave

rostcone
siuaRE owTe




In response to pleas from many readers here's a Ghy ,
help you avoid unnecessary nasties — sent in by

LA A




oblins map with a route marked ot
Rutter of Dagenham.




Play to WiIN

R 3 wait for the Bonus coin to Fire crucifix at priest at main
The Second City is } GREEN BERET  drop, pick this up and if all  tempie
Novagen’s nasty W 7, P’ hased  90%% well the extra coin The priest is lno;:« T ud,
ave recently purchased  should drop. This mathe leaving his clothes bohind —
scheming way of keeping [ Green Borer (an excellont o Sr0P, This moti il (i ey e
layers stuck in the ity [ geme) Butitwasalways  Richard Wagetaft,
P Targ, We sty [l S e Mansheld, ot To get studded

flamethrower without getting
that was a bit mean so killed until I remembered & Also to get high scores goto Dl

letter I read in your April . e
We put our master edition about u:mq fors :.};, ,:O:;.;‘ ?i‘,‘n"k‘u‘z,"?,f;'f“ Get fine net from well
gamers Daniel Gilbert Ioyaicks in ‘(1:; ks Tasper), 1he score will now go up gmfﬂ it
i ommando (thanks Jasper).  rapidly. You can alss d this Use fine net in log cabin
and Adrian Bott on the [ 57 bresing e bupon [opi Youcun o doths U fine st g cbin
job. They had it cracked on the joystick in port one  hoptom right platform. Use wooden handle in well

you will get the same effect  Simon Kelghtiey. screen.
in no time — wellin [ 2% 9 space bar. Contesttg aicoater. Gt studded ball

about thirty hours, Good Iuck!
) ARK PANDORA

Eri
actually. i

Don't worry if you'e PCHOSTSAND .o s

not a Mercenary nut —

Rino's Ark Pandora.
we’ve got plenty more GOBLINS {mf; Lee Cooper, BANDITS
tips and Pokes on your M Rescue the princess wihe S }
favourite 64, 16 and [l killing the d Solution to AT ZERO C16
Plus/4 This next hn ol miu is
lus/4 games. either a bug in the game or  @5CAPE: When the game has loaded
a super tip!!! press Runstop/Reset to get
First get up to the last pan Get large axe from into the Monitor and type in
of the game; this is where  Placksmith screen (Trade).  the following:
the zombies rise up again  USe the large axe in the A 670 INCSDA
and bats atiack from above, hermit’s shack screen. 672 LDASDA
Move the knight up the The hermit will give you 674 CMP #$47
ladders on the giant mound  Sharp knife. 676 BNES067A.
of earth about hali.way s Use the shep kuife in ihe 678 DECSDA
othing from above or below Jallows — free mq
o8 tonch him. Toot wait on Will et shining amulet. A2BSC JMP$0670
the ladders and if there's  (Trade). A39FA CMP# 500
enough action happening ~ Use shining amulet in the  A2CBG LDA # $00
above and below you the witches house screen. G3600 TO START
bottom half of the screen  Get trained eagle This will give you an extra
should flash on and off and ~ Get fine net from well shield every time you are hit
you will see yourself running SSTeen. up to 64 shields then it will
towards the princess and Use hns ne( in barn screen. stay at 64 shields.
complete the game. Cateh ferret. Richard 'B.A." Campbell
As I've said this might be Use (hs iarel in the jailer London N.17

bug in the program this  5TeSR
Al A FRANK BRUNO'S
pound but you do get the 0% key in the dungeon — ’ BOXING C16
T b eplting e e oy o i

in the library. 1. Load “Elite” on ﬂm
Use trained eagle in the labelled side of the
BOMB JACK lxbmy and get map soroll. 3 ENTER the 3 le(lex pai®
Go to port screen and you o "o
Horo's how to get S oxtra il have svcaped. 3. ENTER the 6 letter code
lives with the EXTRA coin as “LBDEEZ"
To get the extra coin o SOIUtiON to kil 4. Flip the tape over and
drop follow the tips below: g yile load the next box
First collect 6 bombs (do d ER the 3 leter code
not collect any other bombs Gt crucifix from church aqsm as "CBM".
as this will ruin the secret)  screen. 6. ENTER the 6 letter code




@ Tips I

- ;;J;Tm;om " SYS 32777 to start game. M23E8 change BL to BF:5YS | RETURN OF

gﬂk‘ns, } DOUGHBOY 64 Aﬂu altering «: number, ROCKMAN C16

pross return,
computer and typ em(he ves fype:
GHOSTS AND  ZSXE34S7. 0-101ver) S5 codo e v Yt
} SYS 34144 to start game. James Pickering, (Return)
Homsea.
GOBLINS 64 1 huiy sou o coch s iy e s
Soud POKE 4630, 221 (Return) } CHESS Plus/g o, on fieturn of Fockman
oad game, reset and type  POKE 4631, 248 (Return) BOKE 4135, Level. wh
S pollowing pokes in: | SYS 8192 16 start came, P il ey g
g pokes in: lus/4 owners will have ovel is any mamber from
W Soteam dwiy B edchy & found that certain games do  0-9. Couldn't be simpler!
SR Sy fiom sach not run properly on their  Andrew Welch,

sprite detectios Rockman and Andromeda's

POKE 4170, m to stop any ’ CAVERNS OF micro. e.g. Mastertronic’s  Maidstone, Kent.

POKE 4070, xsn complete ess.
[avel as‘aad G o ERIBAN 64 The graphics for both of
ere you usually can't.  To help your programs these games crash ater
POKE 2198, 1-250, to change round the type: loading. So to get the BEACH HEAD
the colour ul the sprites. POKE 48291, 221 (Return) ~ correct graphics lype this
Darren Hill, POKE 48292, 248 (Return) poke before loading.
Congleton, Cheshire. sYs 0593 to start game. FORE eI AT} 16D,
¢ Andelkovi,
Nmbo,l Sweden “Tho game will now work | Ons loaded &
CAULDRON 1l 64 correctly. runstop/feset (Reset whils
i a- N-B. Aller entering the  holding down runsiop)
pokes sequire a ful eset poke the screen fums intoa  Then e
RIS D KIKSTART 64 hossbeforenms oo Tintyee
POKE 40315, 321 (Roturs) orry this is alright LIST 2000 (Return).
POKE 40316, 248 (Return)  This tip enables you to fly  POKE 65299.17 = RUN and change the 5 in SH=5
Helps you o move around  over allsxtcen courses, but  can also be entered affer  to the amount of lives wanted
he palac still have control over in then RUN.
PORE 36152 (number of acceleration, deceleration  Mark Adams, Anthony Downer,
pumpkins) and jumping Winstanley, Wigan London SEI3

MERCENARY
o THE S[E[]N EITY

| ‘s”‘y&’iéﬂw"éﬁ}:?ﬂ.‘v” Lowe Level
50’56,

I
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(cont. page 78)
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@ Play to Win

MERCENARY
-~ THE SECOND CITY




SUPERBOWL

Space problems have intervened to stop us from announ
ing the American Football results when we should have
done ages ago. Apologies for the delay. The player we
decided who would best be suited to becoming an American
Footballer was Peter Shilton, and just to prove it here's a
picture of him in the gear. Lucky winner of all that Bears kit
is Nigel Emson from Warrington. Give us five, Nige!

Sl s copls of e gome: ol Emp, Dabn, oo

Clowne, Derbys. oz Rt ol West Mids Ducnne s, Morien
Surrey. Marcus Brown,
Pearce, Wootton, Beds. James Ayers, Norwich.

Plymouth. Michoel Hearne, Trales, Ireland. Stepl
Eavee ok Doneshy Chstey. Lanes Ao op, e of i
Seotland.

DIRTY DEN

You'll probably have been waiting with baited breath to
find out who proved to be the most unpopular character
in Eastenders. Well we had so many entries that we
thought we'd compile a chart as to the Top Ten most
Hated Eastenders:

1. Dot Cotton (hypochondriac, misery. gossip)

2. Harry Reynolds (pretentious. poncey voice)

3. Debbie Wilkins (snob. doesn't fit in

4. Sgt Quick (letch, couldn't catch a cold)

5. Naima (hard, putting everyone out of business)

6. Den (nasty. two-timing. rotten, etc.. etc..)

7. Hannah Carpenter (miserable, pushy)

8. Cassie (worse actor than her Mum)

9. Ethel Skinner (gossip. witch)

10. Kelvin (too big for his own boots).
Well that was a turn-up, who'd have Adam an’ Eved it? Dot
Cotton comes number one in the unpopularity stakes. Since
we compiled a chart we thought that all those who voted her
to the top were winners, even though we wanted wally Harry
Reynolds to win. The first twenty out of the bag were:

Phillip Dean, Goole, N. Humbs; Kevin Peagram, Diss, Norfolk; D]

Roberts, Stevenage, Hrts., Philip Baxter, Portciaud, Newcastle-upon:
Jamie Armold, Bury St. Edmunds, Sutfolk: Kenton Harchwill,
Iminstor, Suffol; Sean Town, Gras incs; Adam Holfman, Leeds:

Gibson, Washington, Tyne and Wear; Rebocca Mortin,

ad, Tyne and Wear; Dorryl Webb,
Gomarmond, Horlord, Hor; Dnil
lingl

hom, Cleveland; Richard

+v Do, Beck
1 Rotherham; Paul
e G W, Wt et Meshes
Star prize though goes to Steve Wood of Wombourne,
Statfs who voted for Willy the Dog. so's he could be
used as a doorstop in the Queen Vic and stop striking
the place out. Give that man a Seiko watch!

o

@ Compo Results I

RESULTS

the six pic as: Olaf Thon,
Mario Kempes, Paulo . Johan Cruyff, Bobby Moore
and Jairzinho.

Ten runners up were: Scott Macpherson of Essex, Share Mortin of
Manstield, David Low of Aberdeen, D Bokes

of Kent, lan Gregg of County Antrim, Anthony Me
Paul Gourbour of Neweaste Edward Cllns of County Do and
Gareth Horton o

NEXUS

Another toughy. but most of you sleuths managed to
decipher the codes. But the big prize goes to D BAKER of
Gravesend in Kent who came up with the mos

teresting idea for a story: “page 3 girls in computer soft-
ware; I'd uncover the naked truth in words and pictures”

BIKE

Stand up and give wr @ wave, TONEY QUINN of South

hields. because you've won a brand spanking new BMX
The correct answers were: Beyon: iola (we
did cllow Andy Ruttol) and Tiple Salks. Only 20 of you
were worthy of runners-up status:

Stephen Jenkins of Cardil, Simon Cannon of W Sussex, Dean Tweddle of
Rugby, ACI of Stoke, Zinan Ibrahim of Essex, James Francis of Herelord,
h Wyco

Paul of London, Robert Cairns of Corcif, Mark Griffn of Purley, David
Connor o Tovarpout, g bus of Norol, Nk owet o Sl and
Kamalyit Vhanna of Birmingh




They knew it as Hell
You knew it as

\{

1
4
;

Re-enact one o he mostbiter conlcs
of moden fies. One o the mos confroversal
epiodes nfhe hitory of waro
: o

and South K he elisy
the Vet Cong andbatle hrdenedregulrs of he North Viehamese Amy. Direcithe
ity il oA odac i

insix historcal
of an enemy who, lk
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OCEAN SOFTWARE - 6 CENTRAL STREET MANCHESTER M2 SNS
TELEPHONE 061 832 6633 TELEX: 669977 OCEANS G
DISTRIBUTED IN FRANCE BY

— OCEAN FRANCE

TELEPHONE:
010 33 93 427144




We’ll soon be seeing the
new 64 in British
shops. As reported last
month, that’s probably
not very exciting
because there’s nothing
really new about the
64C. But it’s already on
sale in the States,
prompting ace
Commodore-watcher
Dan Gutman to wonder
whether it's all been
worthwhile,

Dan Gutman
reports

‘And ths ease of use should bring a ot
‘more newcomers to discover the joys
of computing — that’ if you've got &
drive, of course

B

fo—
ing program (geollrite) and a
rsphics rogran, (goPi), s well

 lia  feiepd,

HOTLINE =
F e

T live the Commodore 64! Hey? In
the US Commodore has just in-
troduced its new computer — The
Commodore 64C. (I guess we'll have
to callthis one the C-64-C.") Is been
a long time since we've had a hot new
machine to get excited about over

g
e Commodore 64 is dead Long

cdcu]llur, i ealn
T e th St el
s

ursuna]lv‘ gl dgradprb
dason on my screen, but
o porle eem 1o ol dieeily

e
premwige ¥

young and qmwmq They ol gomen
cat i olher Comnodos owae,
nic mail, many special interest
on\lp: sy gty
lne

Lte i o, heyl o savling
Habitat an adventure game created by
Lcasiles whic vl vl payr
rom ell over the county playing

%

s an added
note, the GEOS disk spesds up disk
oo ek abum 0%, or at least
they claim

some “free” software. The big question

is — what can the new 64C do that

either ofthe other two computers can't

do already? Nothing, as far as I can
.

e

Well, I'e got ashocker for you. The
64 doesn't exist anymore. At least not
in my country. According toa reiable
source who works with Commodore,
they have stopped manufacturing the

machine, and they're just selling off
the remaining inventory. You heard it
here first, fol

It looks like Commodore is trying to
phase out their least expensive com-

disk s [ puter and replace it with a newly

designed machine that generates a

- | bigger profit margin. There's nothing

wrong with that, but the 64C will have

u
- | tosell for significantly less than the 128

for people to buy it. The 128, by the

e similar computers that are
priced 5o close together.

On the other hand, whoever said the
‘computer industry makes sense’

here, though to be honest ifs not par-

neatly six million workdwide and has
been dubbed "The Volkswagon of
home computing”. The "C" will un all

Comatical, s € oos mar high
tech than the 64, with 2 sleek case
much like the ons Commodore wrap-
ped around the 128

The only real difference is what
comes with the two machines. The | o
Commodore 64 comes with nothing as
you know. The Commodore 64C
comes with our pieces of software on.a
single disk to get you working with it
right away

For tarers, you get Berkeley Soft-

works' GEOS (Graphic Environment

Openating Sysem), which is prety
much considered "the program of the
year” in the Commodore world over
here.

GEOS replaces the “computerese”
‘commands we all know and hate with
icons, pull-down menus and windows
the same way the Apple Macintosh
works. s a lo easier, for instance, to
throw away a file when you can just
move the cursor over a lille picture of
a garbage can and click on a mouse.

But the qel\exal reception of the new
64C over here is: What's the point?
You've got 10 lexec:ale that Com-

ore of thei
o comptil, bt s ot
mamely e sy fhapin g
with this new machine in the
Hace
The Commodore 64 currently sells
for about $130 in the United States
Tis Commodore 12 sl o 20
The list price for the new
i doesn't make sense. f you just o

thyon nnuuily ‘wani the 64C, wouldn't
d $19 more to g Com-

modors 1287 Who needs o,
forent compatible compute
xange of $70 anyway? (Is there some
software that will change all those
dollars to pounds?)

Sam has an

U.S. namesake.

® Isee n the last ssue of Commodore.
et o Bish compny bos apro-
gram Samantha Fox Strip
Foker. T don' thik h woukd Iy
imerica. Over here, @ woman named
Samantha Fox i o well-known actress
in hord-core pornographic movies:
' Have you heard about Bushnell and
The Woz? The founder of Atai (Nolan
Bushnell) and the founder of Appl
(Steve Womniok) are geting fogether

on some fop-secref high fech gizmo.
Il keep you posted ... Hey, ifs
about ime!

4 Britsh software company is sta-
ting to make waves over here —
Firebird. I sow The Pawn  the Con-
‘sumer Electronics show and it blew me

. Wiie meat of the Abac
way from

‘machine from another. The 64C is
almost identical to the C.64, except
that it costs more and they've thrown in

games, iy s mavig o ol e
stores here and selling hot stu
Until next time.
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DISC DRIVE £1154

Enhancer 2000 and bundled word processor

*On sale in computer stores -
‘ across the USA <

*CBM64/128, Plus4

compatible o

*Super 4 per box
speed—it's fast 'Dméble s‘tded' ddouble density
5 warranty— *Hub reinforced,

it‘syzeeaﬂt‘nblg i 100% certification, 2 notches

< and index holes. Amazing free
‘Does not use any computer storage box. Ring now for great

memory-it's smart service and double storage.

’ SOFTWARE worth £50 *£9.99 plus £1 p&p/box

*5%" DD, 35 track
‘ *£132.25 plus £5 p&p. Total £137.25

FIRSTLINE SOFTWARE —

Your firstline of supplies

Write for full details or phone Access 0480 213969
Cheques payable to R.E. Ltd.,

206 Great North Road, Eaton Socon, St. Neots, Cambs. PE19 3EF.

10-AMSOFT
3°CF2 Microdisks

'£32:99

Please send cheques/postal oders o:

Compumart, (Dept Cu ) 5
SN=——nit 8, Fﬂlton‘snnl. Loughborough, =0’
Leics, LEIN IEH




@ Tried and Tested I

time halts ANY program currently runn.
ing and gives you a neat menu. Options
allow you to continue the previous pro-

gram as if nothing had happened
{useful if the_phone rings. reset to
Basic, do a noma cold sart drop into
the moria o backup e program
sy rsn

Gt g Pase my svourte
qame, give myself endless fves, and

Contiun, Probem, Onca youva gona
into the monitor, you can't re-start the

game! This could be a major oversight
an someone’s part

From the reset men, you get the
chance to dump a highes copy of the
previous screen (showing you zapping
alens or whatever) to_your_printer
This seemed to wark quite wel uless
there were sprites o the screen at the
time: all spites are disabled when you
pushth buttnd

the backup functions were similarly
munnmmmg. You can save off the en.
LI LY 1 Power Cartridge o K of eyt ko 7, o

by Fred Reid

Making it talk is one of
the more unusual things
you can do with your 64.
And now you can do it
cheaply . . .

Yet another all singing, al dancing car-_gram de-bugging, athough a particuar
tridge, | hear you say. | first came Iy useful feature is the HEXS function
across Power Cartridge at the Com-  that allows you to freely mix decimal
modore Show earler this year, but so- and _hexadecimal numbers in your
meane swiped the goods before | could programs.
get my hands on it! Although of Dutch  Also, the commands DEEK and DOKE
oriin, Power Carridge is curently b are used 1o PEEK or POKE two bytes [ ReVER_G—
ing imported by Magnam Products of simultaneously, which can make lfe

ading, so it shoud be readly much easier. RENUMBER, TRACE, [Esteeel
avaiabl in the shops by now. FIND and UNNEW are all self ex. amCKUPDisK

Power Cartrdge is a pretty useful planatory, and can make programming =y
collsction of utiites comprising a3 lot mare enjoyabl.
Basic toolkit, a trbo gizmo for both  Disk users. will appreciate seven
disc and tape users, a machine-code special disk command including DiRec:
assembler/monitor, an all-purpose tory and MERGE, as well as ab.
brevated drive commands. Whi tape
S A oty A The s cptions are
can hear what the tape is doing. Al isted on the main
disk and tape operations can take MY+
place at Turbo or normal speeds.

“The machine-code monitor is prett
straightforward; al the usual func- later continuation. Problem s, you
tions for manipulating areas of memory  have to have the cartridge in place to
are in evidence, plus a single:pass reload a backed-up game, and you can
assembler and those allimportant disk _ only put one program on a disk! Stil, it
commands that so many monito pro- would't do to make things 100 easy
grams [ack. You can enter the monitor for the pirates would i
sither from Basic with the MONITOR  The manual looks neat and well
command, by using the reset button or presented, untl you come to read it
if a machine code-program ends with No attempt seems to have been made
the $00 BRK command. 1o disguise the raw transiation from

Printer owners take note! Power the original Dutch (of the singuiar
Cartidge claims to work with MPS variety), and there are a number of
801, 802 and 803, Epson, Star and points Ieft unanswered. | belive @
similar dot mattix printrs on eithr the hightech product fike this needs a
user port o seril bus. | put it through  ighvtech manual,especally when
its paces with my ageing Star Delta  we're being asked to pay £36
10, but t didn' ke my serial o Cen- With such a high price tag and so
tronics inerface very much. many shortcomings, | don't think |

n the user port though, it id could recommend this package,
everything it was supposed to and even if it s bright.

's include low and high resolution

screen dumps (more on these laterl, o Power Cartridge
sideways pining and you con gt ol

printer diver_and a stopeverything thase fumny Commodore characters  COMmModore 64/128

reset button, all compacted into a pret- too! * Magnam Products

ty red caloured corrde, Mo cotidg woid be comioe  qolE 000 Coo 03

First, the Basic bit. Power Cartridge without a reset switch, and Power

Basic commands and Cartridge is no exception. Some reset @ Price: £34.95
functions, largely geared towards pro- though, pressing the button  at any
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en those computer whizzkids ~ remains on disk. GEOS also speeds up
reVIewed by .dvnmld up windows and icons to do the sluggish 1541 by up to seven
Bohdan Buciak

away with indecipherable computer times.
commands, they really started GEOS offers not only a set of
somafn ek o e 3t Desktop disk and file utiltes but two

You read about it here last i onsreen e o gen  window appcaions progras: geaite and
v it 5 and, like magic, your commands are wanlnl Both work inside this win-
month, Now it's arrived [ (7. tefe tox Somnandh e guPao. Beh ok site use com.

hotfoot from the States, i so Bavethe e T and Anig. Wil mon fcies. Ler's see how GE0S
¢ disk- GEOS, Commodore’s i 10 make sy works
GEOS, the new disk-based § SE05, ook ey o e
operating environment for | "But 6e05 s rathr wnusual. Su

ch

the 64/128. GEOS gives m."né vsal e 'y o Il GEOS DESKTOP
your ageing 64 a new way s, GEDS 1 561
of working, and you get a
sophisticated
wordprocessor and
drawing package into the
bargain. But is it really the

revolution it’s claimed to f§ . Buske
be? ol et 780/de/4567

ttxr;emu UREENT - pay
o & very hi come o o

On loading GEOS yau go immediately
into'Desktop, which depicts all the

better than tying a

/) knot in your hankie.

Dear b Siiith,
wracking your brains for those runic

/ o 10 1 64 commands.
0 W Since GEOS lets you enter the date
Yigh starnda) and time on booting up, al files are

“datestamped 50 they can be viewed
geoWrite gives you by date — as wellas b size, type and
A an i

ame. A write protect option
ntees you wan't erase important

how your finished
page will look. fies.

Much of GEOS can be customised.

files and programs curtently on the ~ Select your own printer (MPS 801,

disk as icons on a ‘isk notepad’; tum 1000 and Epson range are included,

the pages to see more. By poining the  with mare to comel. Set al colours to

po arrow with a_joystick, files can be your liking, design your own pointer

opened, removed (drag them down to  and set i travelspeed. GEOS can also

N X the wastebin), printed (drag them to. run with two drves and with a variety

cile ts ] the printer) and copied to other disks.  of input devices ike joystick, mouse or

larg A set of windows across the top of _digitising pad.

th scren sinpfy tasks e ik sod vy, thre's 3 flfunction

¢ file management — open, close, copy, calculator, an alarm clock and a

format, rename, validate etc without  notepad (up to 127 pages) which can

be called up from anywhere in GEOS

GEOS offers a huge without cormupting your work. There

< y of fontsand  are two more functions: Photo

Manager and Text Manager. These




| Highlighted ext can
cut, pasted an:
copied. You can even
move fext into other
documents.

d st movingfom page 1 page

your te
s ooy s st fmc
tions work very
1 s e cry sl e
text to highlight the ant to
ork with, o st & lnnmnﬂm
option. Text can eve
out of other unmnmx e scren
editor also features text wraparound
d poorianl specig 5 stonr.
Despte its sophistiation, geoWite
o by ot g fches, t s
tually does away with cursor keys in
favour of joystick and pointer. Other
store pictures or text for inclusion in  annoying omissions include o marks
ither geoWite or geoPaint. For exam- forcarriage raturns and no way of set-
ple,_an illustration created in the ting double spacing
former can be incorporated o your
letter or document,

I GEOWRITE

itself must mm o pai ok
nstantly accessed
8 chs et . v 0.
round the screen. This not only slows
things up considerably, it also_cuts

pace. You'd

GeoWrite s no common-or-garden
wnvdplm.‘swr It's major claim to
f choice of six different
e o T s, T range
from conventional styles, to
vewspop, ach and e Enlsh
Mot ot S o choia of
chara m the size you're
leidmn how (9 pan) 10 e Igest
124 point) about a third of an inch in

you don't m\lv want to clear more
s,

Tovem i umm- has some good
points and a ot of bad oes. To its
credit it produces classy documents
but prints them at a snifspace, snce
its characters are custom graphics
fyou can't opt for the printer's own
character set.

Due to its rotten editing faciities,
gt e’ v aproch e
fessional package. Th
nd rpac, o eadrs nd g,

erge, 10 page numberi
and much more that's_ missing

eight.

Better stil, different fonts can be
mixed in the same document and cach
font can be plan, ok, ke, e
ed and outin
shows you exactly o sh chirus

.\

D
tacular and good fun but use it every
day and it will drive you nuts.

Shoet f paer 11 by 5.5 ches— you
can cal up a preview screen that ap-

" drawing package — ar

well. Use the pointer - she

bigger problem is that geoWite
[

@ Tried and Tested

enables you to carry out a number of
functions an the area enciosed;

moving orcopying i, invert
Toating and mioing bt boraantaly
and vertically. The section framed can
o be savad ot for s n
another drawing or a geoWite docy
o it

I GEOPAINT

As you'd expect, geoPaint works much
fike geolite. As it must also reside on
your workdisk you're in for another

sizing.
a magaify function
s Yot om andof i

plethora of those around already. pixels for close-up work, and a Text

eI CA 2
Tt

GooPaint scores over most of
i b matuig lmlwv
ks

{botto
oW, it won o

el b
inches.

heie * mlnﬂlrlng lﬂ(lll!y
ch

ol i

Gown th ot sd of ‘e

hoose from lines, mlu. hoxn.
32

. g yur nessusnents g
Although the specifications  sound
griouss s o o et wok
as they should, geoPaint soems to suf-
fer from one major flaw and that les in
the screen size in elation to the total
drawing surface.

e o st of the whole gute s
any time, which makes it dif.
forys o an s » roming, A
mittedly you can scroll around but this
takes time as the isk is constantly be-
ing accessed.

i

d parc drawing. Ono e

feature is that allthe fll patterns can
used with all the brushes.

Geof i offes more dimced

form of an Edit Box.

Tang my part of your drawing i

drawing con h-

(cont. page 88)
inverted.



Like geoite offers a
review scren hat approsinas the
finished page. This is essential but
doesn't actually help you to draw.

wams you of this but it's annoying
hat thee's otin you can d about

el geabin woul hve
been one of the better 64 drawing
packages were it not for the cumber

come to terms with seeing and work.

t's not news that you can get your 64
1o tak to you. But most of the speech
synthesisers uad s iy b
ed and_expensive. Spes
Sapric Snuwm " it 5 n
all soft

chip, 1o extra hardware obviously
means it's cheaper,hence the non-fatal
price tag

As wll as the actual speech pro
gram, there are thiee other programs
el the pocage: Do, Syl

- that, a very simple Y/
dmongtrtion of e, § peech! is
1

viously designed with the tiny tots
(and our editor) in mind, while Sayfle
is a uiity that will speakcany inteligi
bl text from a fike. The latter was
badly written in Basic, and couldn't
cope with capital letters!

Once loaded, Speech! is  joy o use.

Four new commands are added to the M.

1 ol asmalart of your draw
ing a

M coNcLUsioNs

Despite its laws, the GEOS system is
impressive, but it suffers from delu
sions of grandeur. There's no doubt,
windows are a step forward for com.
puters but, to work properly, the
whol sysem meds fo rasde in

ry. The 64's miniscule RAM by
fodo' standarts) and s bt
disk drive just won't do. Ar
Totobook,calcatr o sl sk
are simply frls

Basic language: “SAY, *SPEAK,

“PITCH and *LIGHT. ANl you need to

dods typein “SAY "HELLO, HOW ARE
oy

The interpreter will obviously have
routle with some wotds. [FRIDAY

ould be_pronounced 'FREEDAY') so
You can use ho "SPEAK commard s
enter words phonetically. The phonetic
language is made up of 49 different
sounds (called _phonemes),  each
represented by one, two or three
characters. For example: ‘COM:

ODORE’ would spelt

@ Tried and Tested

GEOS

That leoes us wih gt and_ ik tice
geoaint. Once again, they're clever  Commodore is bundling the GEOS
B fowed poces of proganming.  systam with the newly launched
Apart from geoWite's nique choice of 64C in the hope of giving their
fonts, you could quite easily shop fecand n-muu
around for a mare practical word n
processar s rumourd hat he GEDS. ut will axisting 64, owners rh
system will sell for around £50 i the out md b it eer sloeping
UK, a price that will surely make you  dog

' Caleulator — is it useful or just a frill?

3T [E

T e oqtore Tom
EW&!G’“W&NM“

ve won the first p
e from over s

17
o
of a very bgh starvtardl £}
/2 wiudd e 1) cpateful  you coukl get in toueh with us

G take aitangements fof the deivery of you prize Garv,
[Resentation yolvine fress and televison coverage.

by Fred Reid ko'

10INPUY “PLEASE ENTER YOUR
NAME": AS

" 20B$ "MEIII‘I'MEIE" +A$
‘KOMAHDOA". To add realism, you 30 *SAY “Bf
can add nmphls\s ‘o each phoneme by  Well, there ynu have it. Clear speech,
number hnm 2610 to nine.
Iﬂ'v it, zlnnng its pitct
“PITCH cnmmznd can be use
m xhlll the pitch of all the sounds.
“A"" will give the highest three utility programs included could
nllzh (I sort of ‘Mickey Mouse’ sound), be improved upon, it would be very
h CH “Z2 produces a deep nice to get Speech! to read back a
bari document produced on a word pro-
NDW“IH‘{. while Speech! is actually ~cessor.
talking, the screen is blanked to the  All the in:lmmnns for the
border colour, but you can override 'ms pl:kl] i
uxmn the *LIGHT command. inlays, and are
reen remains visible, but the uul\lly wnﬂu!ly madzqulll for a package
nl (hl iue!th xuNcn ‘considerably. Us mplexity, although it did
“OFF will cause the screen to D! a list of all the recognized
h\lnkld anam whl!e the program is phnnlmn lnd lhe sounds lhey
1ake. Still desy
rn Speech! in your own pro- | urge ynu to nnm out Suuech'
]nmx. vuu w‘l\ Mm have to \nnﬂzv ‘without dels
the program oo your own medi.
T s svaght o enough as the @ §peech!
software is unprotected. Once that is
out of the way, all you need o o is  Commodore 64/128
use the "SAY conmand ke 2 PRNT @ Superior Software
statement, _using diect toxt o 1
variable. The folowing simple exam. _ 1€l: 0532 459453
ple will ask for your name and sy @ Price: £9.95 cass.
£11.95 dis|
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MAGNAM PRODUCTS
INTERNATIONAL LTD,

EXTENDED BASIC
DISK TURBO
TAPE TURBO
MACHINE CODE MONITOR
PRINTER INTERFACE
RESET AND FREEZE

TAPE AND DISK BACKUP
TAPE TO DISK CONVERSION

42 PAGE MANUAL
lsasic TooL kT

7 extra commands, AUTO, AUDIO. COLOR, DEEK, DELET,

z LETE,
DUMP. FIND, HARDCAT, HARDCOPY, HEXS, INFO, KEY,

pAusE PLIST, ILOAD, RENUMEER, REPEAT, SAFE, TRACE.

UNNEW, QUIT, MONITOR, BI

RENGMBER: /50 oy ot GOTO's GOSUB's etc. Allows part

of a programme to oimblred o dispced

PSET: Set up of printer

HARDCAT. 7t out Drectory BKcs =
DISC & TAPE TURBO. SR

&4y 108
Loads & Saves tape 10 times faster and disc six times. 1

Igves i ofyour Commodore memory avalable forprogramming
Also works in BASIC-ROM, KERNAL and 1/0 ar
AA-umm. C Compare: D Disas u-mbh F il G o H Hunt |
Interpret; J Jump; L Lo om: vin; R Hogister § Savo
T Transfor, V Venfy; W Walk: X Exi: ' Diveceary BOS Cornomsrse’

Gompatible with Serial/Centronics Pinters
The HARD COPY function automatically distinguishes between HIRES
a0d LORES, Mult comm graphics are converted into grades o grey. The

printing.

Frass Roset button and SPECIAL MENU apears on screen CONTINU - Allows you to
foturn to o heturn (0 BASIC RESET - Normal RESET. TOTAL
B/ Bisi

AC vee the o isk. The programme A
can be reloa with BLOA ADIul/AwedbyCONYWIIE RESETA LL-RESET & Q&\"\) N
any ot programme TDYAL BACKUP TAPE - s BACKUP DISK but to TAPE. N @ c“ S
HARDCOPY sy moment rits out 8 Hardcopy of the screen. S ZONOT, Q,Oe\*§ o
o L‘c/wwuzmuwnd: You can return to the progr §%C ;‘ HOSA
IITOR - Takes you into the Machine language Monitor. PP o @Qﬁo <5°\ &
REAZISG TR
NOW AVAILABLE FROM LEADING RETAILERS ?ﬁ?\f‘? 9\%‘*&&» o
<
&

SEE US ON STAND 1721 AT THE PCW SHOW



‘magrificaton and th abity 10 tur i
ual pixels on and of

To move and altr parts of 3 draw-
ing, there’s a_ window opton. When
You've enclosed the area you want to
of use work on insde a window, you can per-
Point the cursor  form s whola ange of operatins on it
to the appro- These range from simple tasks like
Priate box o, ouing and fgpg hozonaly and
reveal alistof  yeriicall, to stretching and shrinking
eption: in any drection, and makmn tion
copies anywhere on the screen. These
are powerful functions by anybody's
standards, and thy're simple o use.

SR o
aray of o s, 16 pens
ey e, namm s
sizes of text (can be figped, o
o Gyt o o i
i, & wash textur facity and a very
useful ‘Undo’ function that cancels any
Art Studio gives you the usual choice of 16 ey e e
colours for both the ink and paper. Thar's 853 3 5o of aston shapes

inclding rectange, triange, circe, ne

Rainbird’s Art
Studio reviewed e
by Bohdan Buciak

You could MI a dustbin with the
First they gave you o il
Music Studio. Now
they’re back, this time
with Art Studio. Will  faciiies b
Rainbird’s new drawing ey - LA e xmm:;i
program for the 64 and famifar, i's because
128 be as illustrious as orginll appeared last autumn on e 4
ctrum. k

its musical partner? "\ most software these days, Art
Stufio uses an easy operate win
dows and iconssystem. So,apart from
@ i e oo s, o
con g o o o i
stucton book. The
Iort, e, ose o Kouibyad
@o controlled .m will print o
) Conmodore MPS 801

out to the
or a Centronics

The pop-up Window menu lefs you enclose any
inside @ box and then
perform a variety of functions . - -

é interfaced .,mm
< When loaded, you see a singl draw:
mumnnwh his surpri y
a panel o

o o7 con stretch and fip @ window bt
e Zontally and vertically, rotate it, and cut
bt . P “": e (nhs & Shrioyent oartef the stoew

A the
and

opens g 8
B s e
as that. You see only 22 o the 25-ine
screen but th picture can be scrolled
up and down to eveal the en
ing surface.

Professional
features
Most 64 drawing packages won't let
you do exactly want you want, fike
‘magifying a section of your drawing
for close-up work, or moving bits of it




and rays. All these are drawn elastical-
y,

that's ot enough for you, you can

Y.

directions of movement. That could
restrict your  creativity somewhat.
it | found that using a mouse proved
to be mnch jorker and difficult than
the joysti

o ) found i ‘annaying the
options are not permanently dul:llyed

Art Studio offers a variety of font siz
n.m.n.g both left 1o right and downwards.

i Fo]Text {Ehares 1]

@ Tried and Tested

Customise
your own
font with
the Font
Editor
utility.

Print it out

Rainbird have m:\um s pnnm dump
option in Art
s av of i S o c:nl
anent copy. But they
i) realise that since prnters are
always problematic, they must make it

Fill shape
from a s

even dennn  your own tet tot ana
brush p

Using Art
Studio

Since mic (mouses) and the Koalapad
are rather expensive, most people will
be using a joystick to draw. Although,
with Art " Studios, joysticks give
smooth  movement, draw  shapes.

Iy By hiting th fisbutton, thy e
at freshand. drawing.

ek oysticks, unless they

2 aaloge, generl arly have sight

with either solid colour or choose
of 32 texture fill patter:

it Ecsm e
e’ bo. T 0 way of
oving wha conr yml o vig
yw Ve actialy usad t — gund job
hre's an U command,
Tulking of clows, thy sometines
bleed into each other during fl e
tions. This is unavoidable on the 64
but the manual fail to explain this im-

Art Stud
very well and will become o
without fuss and select functons easi. sy’

"
There's enough thers to knp e
cupied fo quite a while, especilly the
Window section which offers the most
scope for creativity.

as easy as possible to gt them to
work

Art Studio defaults 1o the MPS 801
printer — no problems there. But it
also has a Centronics interf a
program that lets you customise your
particular printer, by means of a series

byte sent to the prnter at the top of
the prtheod or t the bt B,
perhaps | wan't bother with the
pinter.

1 You do manage o gt o s

in varying shades of grey. Using the
MPS 801 you get just two sizes (the
largest is 8 by 6 inches), no greys and

ly single density print. My Citizen

Your completed picture can be saved to tape or
on the screen. To change colour you dlisk and printed out on a suitable printer.
A

1200 (Eplnn compatible) .
using a Graphi interface with
At S st p o the M GO,

Conclusions

Art Studio is a very sophisticated pro-
gram that offers functons you'd x.
pect to find on much more expensive
lmi professional systems. But lack of

aling or x ¥ coordinate plotting
mal!! it more a lun package than a
trusly usefl program.

It's also more a design than a draw-
ing program. It's much more at home
with shapes and patterns than it is
with freshand drawing.

Hay i,

s no doubt
t value for
even if you struggle to
a new Civic Cantre or paint
a self-portrait, In worth th pics
just for the fun of

¢ Art Studio

Commodore 64/128
* Rainbird Software
Tel: 01-240 8838

* Price: £14.95 cass.

£17.95 disk,

v



Grandad Datab

-4 dBase Il for the C128

Think of a database and
you think of dBase II. So
when a program as well
known and established as
this is converted for the
128, that machine must be
going places. dBase II is
also one of the only 128
programs to run under the
much speedier CP/M —
and you can get it for
about a third its original
price.

Wit more s sftwar rdaly
Spparig o te C128 i b 128
mode and_CPIM

vial tat some of U bk
favauites would make the jump. When
something as well known as GBASE Il
is converted things have to be looking
up. S0 it's high time we looked at the
grand-daddy of databases in its new

DBASE I, from Ashton Tate, has
been around  long time and has an im-

g on ghnostany 1 ofbusiess:
micto you can think of,

Witen in the days when CP/M was
the operating system for business
micros, it had always been denied to
users of Commodore  computers,
especially_the ‘home’ models, but
those days are over.

Fist Software have just released
GBASE Il at £119 for the C128 runn
ing in CPIM mode, but using Com

modore format disks. If you think
£119is expensive, the normal prce for
dBASE Il on most computers s £300.

Getting Started

Those people who have already used
dBASE will be immediately at home
with-this_version. Provided that you
have a 1570 or 1571 disk drive, you

reviewed by Chris Durham

should be abl 10 use your data disks
in one of the many compatile formas.
For those ess familr with dBASE, or
indeed any database program, all the
tools are provded o get you'started
auickly and easil
One sight problem s that to make
full use of all the “easy’ faciiies you
st have two disk drives. This is
acuss the MEND sogam s o rn
eparate dive o the main ap-
plcaan pograns. MEND oo you
genty by the hand, explaining what
must be done to create a database and

most users will quicky switch to the
main method of creating and usig the
files.

manual s a massive 374 pages
and at first sight is somewhat daun
ting. H

The most difficult thing wil be
deciding what information you want to
store, how big the records are going to
be and how you want the data o look
when you get it out again. However,
spending some time getting the original
database design correct willsave a lot
of time, effort and changes later on.

Using dBASE Il

There are two main ways of using the
database; either using the direct com.

plcations program using the dBASE

ENU disk
Guides the first-time
gser, but anly if you

have tw

programming ‘language’. The latter
method enables you to set up program
files 10 carry out repeitve tasks such
as producing invoices, weekly repors,
sals figures or stock check lsts etc
This isfabl to be a complex task unti
You are famiiar with al the faclties,
although several books have been writ
ten about dBASE Il to help you

First Software even include a special
offer coupon for their own  book
‘dBASE Il Tricks and Tips"". However,
if the word ‘program’ makes you come
out in a cold sweat, there is actually
o need 10 use that method if your re
quests are faily straightforward. The
range of nearly fifty commands that

n be used from the keyboard wil
allow you to_carry out any type of

everything you need 1o create, main
in and extract data from your
database.

In the very simplest scenario, you
can probably get away with only about
six_commands; CREATE, EDIT, AP
PEND, LIST, DELETE and REPORT.
However, you would be_foregoing
many of the features that make
dBASE as powerful as it is

If files are reqularly searched in a
articular order then both Indexed and
Sorted fles can be set up. It is possi
ble to have several different indexes
for the same information 5o that you
can access the data in whichever way
you choose. Report formats can be



stored as well 50 that you only have to

want 10 output. Ful data matching is
possibl, even i a simple fist.

The Boolean operatars AND, OR and
N

on both screen and printer

Limitations

One of the problems with programs of
the size of dBASE Il running under
CPIM s that the Transient Program
Area (TPA) is a finite size and only
allows a small part of the program to
eside in memory at any one time. This
means that almost every time you call
up a new command the system has to
read the code in from disk. This is not
8 ol i you are using  fst disk
drive, but ' this is Commodore
remember.

1f you ry to get away with using the

already bought the program by then it

e
ry least you
e 1571 for s 126D bt bt
is two 1570 or idealy a 1570 for the
pogan s+ 1571 o o dt.

Conclusions

With dBASE Il available, the €128 can
st o sy roger sl o 2

mall business computer. dBASE will
Yot oo Wit anything you would

whatever level of complexity they feel
happy with and familar users wil have
o trouble changing over. What more
can you say?

* dBASE Il database

* First Publishing Ltd.
Tel. 07357 5244

* Price: £119

S

DLSIN

Jane makes
it easy

We're baffled why
Commodore should want
to call s latest piece
128 software Jana, Why
not Doris or Mabel?
Anyway, Commodore
reckons Jane is “the
easiest way to use a
computer” for those
practical things in the
home or small business.
Jane is a disk-based
integrating
wordprocessor,
an

filing

system designed for

those of you who know

little or nothing about the
There’

(=
Busing

Cara"Fiie

H
Hederss

E]

Harranty

AL
P

Car
naintenance

A
Hore Repair

Janewrite, Janecalc and
Janelist which can work
together or as stand-
alone programs.

Jane is Jesignad 1o bo
very simple to use,
making use of on-screen
pictures and a joystick or
mouse-driven pointer. To
get into the
wordprocessor for
example you simply point
to the picture of a
typewriter

The package costs
£49.99 and comes as a
set of three colourful
disks: the application
disk, a storage disk and a
Help disk. All programs
work in 40-column mode
50 you can happily plug
your 128 into a domestic
TV set or a composite
monitor. We'll be giving
Jane a full review next
month. Meanwhile,
Commodore can be
contacted on 0536
205555

Janewrite above,
4 «and the Janelist
database below.




STRATEGIC
PLUS

- AGICHVE .o 3 Magnam Products &
SOFTWARE
OFLwWAS AGF 73 Martech %
ITY Cf Anco IFC Megasave ”
s FOR"\r(I’I:Dlms:cElmll‘:fGl\'lftislica ATOIZSOT ... 80 MelbOUME HoUSE %
trategy, Adventure and Spo mes
A Bargain ... < .. 16 Miracle Technology %
for Commodore 64 Computer # o
Send for our free 20 page ‘8586 catalogue, which has alarge [ 43¢0c0mn, %
selection of titles, with descriptions and complexity ratings for Club 64 56 Odin 4
me.
ningPoint 551 — Hany Computer CUpbOAI .............. 72 One Step Software )
Database 42 Precision 4,49
Datel 3 Selec 3
Dimension 11 S8 3
o phantasie
= £35.00 | | Dosoft 56 Stem 7
oy e ayng e e
Lardbragosinthe el kit £35.00 | | Dynamite 49 Strategic Plus 9
< Gneor o payer cavons, i By Dy Fev Pt ours N2
e oot o sy b Gagncs - e300 | |Evesham 48 Superior Software 1BC
he 1984 sezson fo vour Computer Quarcerback game. . £18.00 | [Fanatic 40 Syndromic 8
ogr amimaced g <s S ootos ame o conrl ey
i s e saiaion Narasevoureams .| | Firebid 4 4 Trogic 08
e e ograms are on Disc only 5890 | | Howson 20 US Gold 10, 65, 81, 0BC
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When it comes to
answering your
technical and
programming queries,
whether they’re on the
64, 128, 16 or Plus/d,
Tommy’s your man. Go
on, write to hi
Tommy’s Tips,
Commodore User,
30-32 Farringdon
Lane, London ECIR
3AU.

TIPS

Better
Joystick

Defined
Characters

1 am writing a graphics
pragram for the Commodors
64 1o draw on the sere

picture to a printer. At
first | used a digital joystick
o draw with, but | found that
1 could draw more accurately
using eight keys instead. Both
these methods only give me
slght direcions 10 mov
in one of my games for the
64 | have seen mention of an
analoguefoystick, | would be
rateful if answer
the following questions about
this.
1. How much would an
analog joystick cost?
2. Where might | get hold of

me more
ctions of
movment for my graphics

rogram?
R.C. Harris, Warrington.

An anclogue device ill give you
totally free movement in an

direton across the whole screen, just
fike using o pen; you could even
loop-he-loop. The accuracy i lmited
by theresolfion of the anclogue o
digitl converters in the 64, but this
should be good enough for most
purposes

There are not many companies
producing anlogue joysficks for the
G40t Figh Link Conrl idmay
[ have whot youweni. Thy con

e confacied on 0420 87241
regarding price and ovalabily.

A pesxgb le alternative o a joystick
is an analogue tracker ball T
Harcon R531s pposed 10 be dsl
for graphic, being extremel
accute and el lhough s s
unfortunately reflected in the price of

9.95. This should be available
from computer dealers or contact
Marconi on 0582 64334,

@ Lot Christmas |
received a Commodore Plus/4
from my parents. | like it
ot but in my programs | have
come across some seemingly
unsolvable problems
Firstly, | need fo protect the
100 5K of memory and store
isa

€16 progra thaf | have got

‘which only protects the top

1K on the C16 which is useless
me a3 my games are muc

Coul

r the
for me?

Secondly, affer | have
produced my UDC’s, | find
that I cannot put them onto a
graphic screen o be used for
pixel movement.

D. Antuis, Herts.

The fop of Basic address is held by
the same registers on il current
Commodore home machines;
addresses 55 and 56. IFyou want fo
lower the fop of Basic by exadlly 5K
then the code fo do tha i os follows
10 POKE 56, PEEK (56) - 20
Asfor usig them with o graphics
screen, they ore freated n exaclly
the same way as fex, nol graphics,
50 you ore lmited fo character
posiioning instead of pixel
posiioning

Get into
Shape

1 have owned a
Commodore Plus/4 for about
six months, and have been
experimenting with the user-
defined shapes, using the
GSHAPE and SSHAPE

@ Tips I

commands. | was wondering
if you could tell me (i
English) what all the garbage
in the user manual about the
two commands mean — and
how large

ds tell me they.
can be up 1o the size of the
screen — could you clarify

this for m
M. Watt, St. Andrews.

bocae e larger g ot Bosic
can sore is 235 chors and the shape
is sored s o siring. However, the

ordinates you have to give are
based on pixel positions, not
characer posiions, pvs he ot that
there are other overheads such as
row and colum size 10 be stored. In
praciical ferms the maximu size that
SSHAPE canstore is 40x 40 pixels
{f a block 5 charocters square] or
equivalent sze. For from soring o
whole screen in one shape it would
take approxinclely 40 shapes, 1o
say nofhing of nearly 10K bytes of
RAM fo sire the resulant strings!

Upgrade Aid

At present | own a
Commodore 64, 1541 and
MPS 801

1 have been thinking about
upgrnding 1o a Commodore
128 but having thought about
it, | decided | might be better
going straight for a 128D,
hlnlu making a

ni
ould like a few points
cleared up if possible.
When the 128 goes to 64
lode, would the built in disc
drive also go fo 64 mode?

1f so, would allthe disks |
have formatted on the 1541
be useable in the 1571 or do |
need to keep the 15417

W the 1571 will e my
disks will it still be useable on
both sides or wil | only be
able to use it as a 1541 disc

Can | use the printer with
the 128 in each of ts three
different modes or will it only
work in 64 mode?

R.C. Bunjon, Herts.

The 1571 drive willalways follow
the mode of he host computer and
since the 1571 is copable of
emulatng the 1541, the majorty of
srogroms wil lod e by on
it There e one or two programs
however thaf use rouiines in the

1541 ROM which, because the 1571



ided drve with 170K bytes, but as
s00n as you go into 128 moda then
you con use both sides of your disks.
You should no realy tempt o use
single sided disks with the 128

owever, as you may cause yourself
probloms wih gk eror. 1 s worth
the slightly exio cost fo ge cetfied
doubled sided disks.

Finally, the pinte will work quite
happily in all three modes, provided
the programs are capoble of sending
the correct contrl codes fo . Ths is

Suicidal

1 own a Commodore 16
and | have a problem. | need
some fips on sprites and

imation.

Althe o I am trying

e called Winter

s nm‘ ¥ hopetuly consists of

skiump, bobrild, sialom
and biathalon.

So far | have drawn the ski
ng the circle

command to draw an arc. |

gning spries and then
them? Is there o
the
“ommodore 16? If there is
who by? Please help me as |
am contemplating sicdo!
" Wright, Surey;

The firs hing to note i tht you
cannot paint an area unless it is
completely endosed, otherwise you
il ge e pim “eiling o hd
fillng the whole screen. What you
mustdo i 0 draw an end line and @
bottom line 50 that the bottom port of
the jump can be painted on its own.

Your second problem i tht there
are no sprites on a C16; you have o
gel round the problem by either
using SSHAPE fo pick up the shape
you want and them manipulae i
using GSHAPE, or creafing a figure
using one or more UDG.

As for aninating them, you wil
eally hove to use o machine-code
ouine o mov them with o
spes: Bosi il wor, but athr
lovly.

Finolly, whot may prove o be the
answer fo most of your problems,
there s o games designer for the

(]

al
Ga
Cor

6 called, would you believe,
ames Designer. |1 is o
mmodore produc, costs £9.99

ond f your ol o doer e
Jou o e from Sofpos. T
053 2

Windows

1 would be grateful if

you could tell me how to
change the background
colours of windows on my
€128 without changing the

colour of 1}
|

keoping the main

screen grey?

Also could you give me an

idea of how many times a
Basic program will

¢ ?
Also if any !25 owners are
annoyed at the slight glitch
you get when a

up when compiled

Usods 1t sasy 1o program 5
oblong shoped sprtesfo

ol vo Voll

top of the
Nn more split

screen gl
4

Mrflemenli, N. Ireland.

The simplest way o get windows of

a different colour in 80 column mode

is o reverse the screen. You then

hay
a

v the abilty to change
chground colours whie kesping

the same fext colour. The on;
limitafion with this method istho the

“border” colour changes with the fex!

colour.
However, i hat i not  problem

then 1he Vechmg code demonsiates

the i

COLORS, 16: COLORS,8:

2 PRINT CHRS (27); "R
100 WINDOW 10, 5, 30, 15,

n

0 COLORS, 7: COLORG,8 :
SCNCLR

120 END
Lines 1 & 2 sefup th reverse
screen fo strt the program which

gies o gey e, fhn s 100

10 set  blue window with yellow
text. Clever, eh?

Basic
Graphics

@ the following two

b

uestons while petolning to
e €64, would also,

belleve apply 1o the C128.
al. like to purchase

agood raphi
which also includes delete,
renumber, etc. It's to operate
from a Basic program. But |
cannot find any thet will
provide a ‘star

ogram and produce or
ulli up o graphic disploy

when required. When the
program is complete, delete,
renumber, efc. are no longer
needed but cannot be
separated from the graphics
package. The package is il

required to build up the
graphic display. Are there
any graphic packages thet
prav-d- a‘stand
r m Bmlmn 'h! no
longer needed d
unuml:er, efe. wh

'
special

packager fo i up the
sraphic display?

Iread that some packages
you can save a graj
display 1o tape or disk. How
does one append it o ones
Basic or mac
program and display i when
required?

Q2. If @ program consists of
B the B A oo
and machine code stored ot
49.152 onward, how does
onssave both s one
ram on tape such that

Fion oading, the machine
code returns fo 49152 and
the Basic part refurns to Basic
RAM and autorun the entire
progr

Laoking forward to your

reply.
. Bradley, Lanark.

One of the problems with any Basic
Ianguage extension s that bing on
interpreed languag
always have to be in memory when
the program s running. With a
compiled language such as Pascol or

thi is ot necessary snce the
compled code runs independently of
the compiler tht produced i, So the
frs thing fo sy is that you are
asking for the impossible with any
itrprtd onguoge. Secondly,
there are two. emems fo most Emrc
extensions; he so-ca

Programmer's ook comnonds
such os RENUMBER, AUTO,
DELETE efc, which ore designed for
caseof program development and
the "language extensions” which
g he commands o do

rapfics, sound ond read josticks

e atheu o noe for s o
PEEKS and POKES. It s possble fo
gt xepum?u s for these, sud
as the SOFTCHIP corirdges from

Whiby Compwevs, but you il have
10 keep the language extension
plugged in when you run the

o
‘On your seco

Jood programs rom wili o loader

progra s o oy ey

1o e arv o mamory o i

they were suvud The following
aulineexampl program will bad o

grophis digloy vy i

mernory ond then call @ Basic

program which autoruns (nofe x & y

o vlues 0 se o of the Basc

pogton rea b rognone’

10 1f T

20 POKE 46, x :POKE4S, y:

=T+

30 LOAD “PICTURE", 8, 1

40 LOAD “prognams”’ 8
ENI

;e

vt ol i
code rautne ot 49152 then,

provided it has been saved from
49152, subsiute he name
PICTURE' inthe above example
name of the routine. The
thing fo remember s that i i befter
1o save the i arts of the

including commands like BLOAD ond
BSAVE fo cater for ml roufines.

Cold Start

@ Could you please ell
me and ther uneducated
5 what and
o Warm Start? Thanks.

D. Mclood, Surrey.

A cold stor s the same s furning off
the computer and then tuning it back
oo i o progroms ciog
machine-code rouiins are lost. A

warm sior merely reets the sysiem
painters without changng any of he
Bosk memery area. T mesns het
by restoring the Bosic pointers you
con o s progan;mi

rograms willnot normally be
Sted o ol

However, it is because RAM is not
resel that you cannot lways use o
warm stort o recover when @
program cashes and locks up the
system; o cold tar i often the only
way 1o recover under hese
circumstances, which i why you
should always sove o progrom fo
tape or isk before running 1 the first
i

TOMMY’S



CLASSIFED

I L X I.L‘_-A“
W W'l Wil
MULTIFUNCTION FAST DOS
18k chip plugs-in in place of the normal 8k kernal.
ST LOAD - will oa virualy ALL commormt saferwre
Yol el
FAST FORMAT - m 30 oo
SCREEN DUM - sven whis peogsavin s i
p FAST BAVE ‘xaoe 3 hnas oo it w1}

+20 more DOS commands.

TURBO-ROM works with 1 or 2 drives, with the
connected, (some fast loaders don't) an

printer
i it doss not i
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B 64/120 "CO_ANTAM,
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o UBRARY or pecuArt T saaste
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CLus CATALOGUE

WSLETTER OFFERING HINTS AND TIPS etc.
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 SouPETToNS
 ALLSOFTHARE ano bocumENTATIoN Ar ORGINALS
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- LIFE MEMBERSHIP JUST £2.00 onc- 1 e ree
Send CheauelP.0 mad payable to SOFT.LINK, or send s large SAE.for more
dotail, a1 our adcress sbove.

ommodors 1702 oo or

The Ti
in mintes and leftpermanently installed: An exwernlly
turbo.

operstion
l Available for the 64, SX64
and 128 (64 mode). Please state model.

ONLY £19.99 inclusive.
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@ Gossip

t Surt's up in the User
office: n
The aerival o1 Now
Concept’s Surf Champ |
decided to get some
practice. 'm not sure i
t
, . Willthe keyboard
take my w

Pibe oA Aenden

Yes, thank you very much I did have a | Citizen do took place at Kensington's Barry Lewis, boss of Beyond and
very nice holiday. | wanted to tell you | Roof Gardens where the paparazzi| MUCTS. Whadaya mean you never | Firebird, Rainbird and Odin has
all about it in an essay entitled 'What I | reqularly qualf ther drinks among the | heard of it? You're telling me you've | resigned. Argus are also looking for a
didan sy bolday butthe B i1 ealy clpped Lvas s ink S| sever burd of the Ml User Cosh | mew b e he depatur of Ron
couldn't because nobody cared what I | ingos high above London. Terminal System? Yes, the new | Harris. Who's next

did on my holidays. Something I found. wunder-machine is a cash register!

very hard to believe, but just o keep | ® Various members of the team were | Which is just about the only way you'l | ® s nice to see that Thalamus,
him happy Il bring you my usual |taken ill after they found out drinks | see any money going into Commodore | Newslield' software house have bequn

ni

slime selection were free all night. Ken McMahon | this year by taking the industry seriously. It ook

found it impossible to hold onto his; them a mere thiee weeks to write-cif
 Tling o hlidaps seminds . Did | drinks and. kopt splling thes | @ Houds ao ol .. Ovr ot B ther Nisan Sunny toph e sszge
any of you catch the R ivsion Hgh Recs Paroel has | company car. It ook Blie's ey

xkpmqmmueshcwnonﬂankﬂnl.— parted from my Bloody Mary to take o | departed. alter a long and stormy | Steve Wilcox a comparatively for

day Monday? 1f you were in possession | the dance floor because the DJ was so | mesting vith Rod Cousens, the man | tuous six months fo wreck his Lotus. [

ofinira red vision you'd have spotted a \my Instead we watched execautives | who got hs job. Hugh's departure now | confer the tille of record breaker on

Ven Iprtant Person i the crow. | from Citen Eutope all dance intur | masu tht isce Ghosthustrs’ ac- | Phlicus
ith th

Ward of course. He an ean | ® But hell you're not inerested in
iscipleswors o he guest it What | wht the sl o he magaris ge up
istobe a VIP eh? tol So I ell you instead about the
stalf of some other computer
@ David was there to see his favourite | magazines who all tuned up vaisly at
soltware licences Frankie Goes to [Macmillan's office to have their pic-
Ocean play. Ho had 2 chat in the bar [rures taken so they could appear
before the band went on and then took | digitised in Strike Force Cobra. Hol-
his seat for the show. And who should | shots refused — and good job too. The
he be sttng next to? Not Derek Hatton | results were pretty horrendous. One
1o, it was Holly's mum! “Hello Mrs | journalist came out of it so bad that
lobs, id Daid, “Oh D'ty i it o draw s oclcho ca
cried Holly's mum, "T've got all of your | him, and then covered him up com:
genes” Dovd sled bl “But|pltely wih & blclve

she added, “Why don't any of them

load on my e Actually I made the | ® Quate of the month goes fo Russell
conversation bit up, apparently they [ Comte programmer of Fst Il "What I
got on famously really wenied to do was give them tight
Ttelian leather penis and pointy shoes,
® Meanwhile 5ot 1o be outdone [ but I wasn't allowed — suspenders
members of Commodore User were [ were right out!” So much for macho
seen out on the town on nearly suc- | Ausiralians Isay

cessive evenings celebrating first

E

) Bells are ringing and y
Ciizen's 5001t prite of the pro-| @ Hey, have you heard about Cott-| Commeodore e or af loast they will be with the
duction line. Second, our huge ABC [ modores new release? Yup, it the| release of the MUCTS, the computer giant's latest
fiqure. Pretty fab eh? Actually, the [ one you've all been waiting for. The| mega launch.

o




NO EXTRA HARDWARE Yy}
REQUIRED  J

An 108 speech ynihesis ot a price you
otz entishin
soware !ﬂklnq Up e
e whatsoever s mquuea
Unikaother lvﬂems asa
mimited vodaouaY: i myanylmng
vant it ona 1: ;»mnn ey seltio use.

s usvlousns 7.
and the computer speat

Simph

SPEECHI has a builtin parser which
Hansiates Er n9lsh words nfophonemes’ or
speech honemes

andadifer m;mcn Setingswhich con e
used directly by the and (e
SPEAKTHERALOWA) o sress or o nionaon an
aslly be added wh You can
chenuu e overall pifch with ihe *PIICH

33
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SAYRLE — S50 e lnes o your programs.
Applications n:
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© education

# business

© ulifies
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Dept. SP10, Regent House, Skinner Lane, Leeds LS7 1AX. Telephone: 0532 459453
WE PAY TOP ROYALTIES FOR HIGH QUALITY SOFTWARE

COMMODORE 64/128
Cassefte £9.95
Disc  £11.95
AMSTRAD CPC464/664/6128
Cassette £9.95
_ ) Disc  £14.95
BBC MICROS: B, B+, Master
Cassetle £9.95
Disc  £M.95

MICRO
VEl EN GRELTED Wite
ACCLAM AND INCREDLIYY

1
Wondertull
is

MicroLive
"Roally Good vaigel"...John Coll

REVIEWS IN THE COMPUTER PRESS

e reprodiuclion s sprisingly good, and
certainly on @ par with some of the mor
peoch

NUSER
\ncradvblyecsv se The ond esul s
geedoranyinglve heard s side o

POPUCAR COMPUTING WEEKLY
“Overall an excellent package”.
MICRONET 800.
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Any more realistic
and you’d need insurance

There are two guys in front. One coming
up from behind. And another just off
your elbow. The screams of the bikes are
Geafening.

The wind is pulling your face off your
head. Your adrenaline is pumping like
Hoover Dam.

You kick your bike to the right. He's

bumped. He’ flying. You push on.

Take your eyes off the road for a
millisecond, and you could end up a part
of the road

It’s all a blur. No time to think. You've
just gotta pump it. The next turn’s the
steep one. Bank, bank! The curve's wide
open, but the screeching wheels of the

torideit.

bike in front are kicking gravel right in
YOU...your...

You heara phone. A phone? Hey, waita
minute. This isn't a bike. It's a chair. It all
comes back now. Yes. You're home. The
pizza’s here. The computer’s on. Looks
like it's going to be another quiet night
afterall.

le™ If it were any
more realistic, you'd need insurance to

ride it.

Commodore 64 Disk £14.95
Cassette  £9.95
Spectrum 48K Cassette  §7.95
Amstrad Disk £14.95
Cassette  £9.95

Manufactured in the UK underlcense from Epy by
5. Gok Linited,
Urit 273, Holford Way Holor, Birmingham, BS TAX
Tlephane: 02156 3388




