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WHAT’S GOING ON

Here is the news — bong — full Commodore
ong — Datahits tape
— latest game releases — bong —
cheapest utility disk around — bong.

MAY

6 COMPLETE MUSIC

Commodore has packaged up ifs Sound Expander
and Sound Studio programs fogether with a five
octave keyboard fo provide an excifing new music
package. We test it out AND give you the chance to

MOVIE MAKER

Roll the lights, dim the camera, hold the

clapperboard 'cos Ariolasoft's Movie
Maker package s in fown. Will it turn you info a
movie mogul

61

LIGHTPENS
REVIEWED

lub. By the way, he says you
can all be members — good oid Uncle Jim.

ey Gard & Loftuse L1,
oy Prtoting o
e
Bt s s s, e
SR o g
B e G | 12 Silent Service — 64/128
i o ey b repudicsita” | 18 Fairlight —
oo form without he o conmtin | 24 Thrust — 64128
S 22 Empire — 641128
obiton da ot meseenet i | 25 Bombjack — 641128
it b viows o 29 psi5 Trading — 641128
s 30 Ark Pandora — 64/128

M...um"’"'uu"...,....““"'"_"’.'., 30 Ping Pong — 641128
ol ariing theretrem. 7 | 34 Bounces — 641128

1900 A EMA Fabtiaton 33 Green Berels — 64/128

39 Tom Thumb — 16 and Plus/4

40 Ghost Town — 16 and Plus/4

40 Reach for the sky — 16 and Plus/d4
46 space Escort — 16 and Plus/4
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Lightpens for the 64 are all the rage aga
PEOPLE played cround wilh the two latest models, ccmmeie
Edtor Eugene Lacoy with their drawing software
‘Staff Writer Mike 2
Pattenden
Conouon o | [ AMIGA EXPOSED
Lﬂhﬂ w Dan Gutman You've all heard the hype about the
ooy Amiga, now for the facts. Is the sound really
it e that good? he most
Advertising Manager Sorah James of its graphics?
Deputy Advertising
Copy o Wﬂ!hu:u
Control  Angeln Smart
Publsher Rita
Editoril and
01251 6222
Subscriptons/Back
0732 351216 FEEDBACK oDon't keep your HAPPY HACKER rovgsv
Registered Offices: Vviews and opinions fo yourself, write CO Dlme' and Micronet
Priory Court, 302 Fasringdon | 1o us — and let everybody know. month ow. 1o Gommunloate
Lano, London ECIR 3AU. Gieoony with S modem sers
Cover Logo ‘Electronic Arts.
L 153 S HOTLINE o cumon s 66 \TO, THE VALLEY ues
. is caé tatesie e‘ leAﬂ ! 2 columnist Keith Campbell, the UK's
‘Commadore User is published twalve | 11 NOW CTaZ that's sweeping Americar fop adventure writer, gefs fo grips with The
e’ e b AT ot Pawn andi The Faniasiis Fout. Pius The reguior
Bt | 3 UNCLE JIM we toow yout e "% Pt an compo.
Sericmn Bowaata Wore, Tobrdee Uncle Jim, you'll like his advice, his
Kent D 275 Telaphons: 0737 fips, his roving humour and his very own COMPUTER MAGIC Lost

sparkling installment of our 64 fricks.
n' ips spot.

46 Bongo — 16 and Plus/4
47 Panik — 16 and Plus/4
48 Berks frilogy — 16 and Plus/d




LONDON'’S LARGEST DISPLAY OF PRINTERS MONITORS

COMPUTERS AND PERIPHERALS
DON'T TAKE A CHANCE —COMPARE BEFORE YOU B

OVER 40
PRINTERS ON
DISPLAY—MOST ON
DEMONSTRATION

london=s1. rgest Comnuter Shop

CITIZEN 120D STAR GEMINI 10X NEW AMSTRAD ATARI 520ST OFFER
NLQ Dot MatrixPrinter | Dot Matrix Printer PCW8512 Buy an Atari 520ST (Rom)
120c.p.s., 4K Buffer, | 120c.p.s. + Friction & | Wordprocessor System | complete for (£652.13+
Friction/Tractor, Epson/ | Tractor, Epson 512K, 2 Disk Drives, VAT and we will sell you a
1BM Compatible Compatible NLQ Printer, Monitor | STAR GEMINI 10X

Printer for an incredible
£151.SD+VAT E129.95+VAT E494.50+\/AT £2 .95 + VAT

ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT EXPORT

ilabl jali 01-686 63¢

134057 MB. ..+ Monior .. £778.80

DUTMA‘THIXPRINTEHS 1451DGMEDRESQL
821 1azacos S00KSTDiskDrve

41 DS HighRESRGE: IMBSTDiskDrve
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502 Green T10MB Winchester Hard Disk
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EM?EPawwng:_” NewMastar Series
CME501 RGBSTORES
CBSRa Eonor 22158 cw;g Chmgamorise
CMBBSIRCBIBMMED g25190  CBM12800n
T114Monicor TV £17350
COMPUTERS
Amstrad
Chiezss2561:0 Drve 9.

£1a9.50

5980

PHONE

25213

33.08

£163.90

ocon: mwzm:u m cabie ¥ an
DMEZDDDMQ S ] Maé'ssmaxamsnx
NP2 iod ot £25.90 aie
€169.52

5205 Tinc 00+ monitor £599.90  SpecirimPiiS
5205TM NEW Spectrum 26K

.90 £151.90
SUPERDISKS perboxoften  SSDD  DSDD SSSBTW DSSSTP1
Add 70p for P&P per order R 40TR
BASF 54"

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9 AM-6 PM
OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9 AM-6 PM

g T KPRIGN G 1000 1550 E17.50 cros
202 Tman KPOIONLO M5V £1350 £1950 £1990 £23!
HEEL g £1220 £1520 £1520 €19
Brorerting DYSAN5Y4" £1375 £1800 £18.00 £23.
Erocee HEIS(E TDK 514" £1590 £1450  — 9.5
B ias SONY DS/DD 3 £3290 MAXELL3' £34.7
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“;@i?,““ umerrors Brother S . £3.80 o
Comodersrs Brotnerchad | €380
Au pnnulsrmten-lces -:ahres ecc available BrotherM1008. £.9% EUSG"MX/RX’FXED t’ sl‘l
Lotk Cantom oo s uoiotle  CononPWIOSOA | £380  Ensonlogmmn
i T causor £890 SiEEi0gce t'un
mv;;“fg;;zmgvawmwerm COMBO2/i526 [ 880 _ JokiGi00MS.
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Feedback Fm

press the reset key with

stop, and then X to
leave TEDMON, you can
type SYSTIME to
perform a Run/stop

store
David Shirley,
n.
Er, take
for all that.” I'm

Write to use and win yourself a T-shirt (S,M,L) me to: Feedback, e
Commodore User, 30-32 Farringdon Lane EG1R 3, __Off the Hook

RO Dear Ccu,
If there are other white televnsmn Someof I am writing about a
Blue Pe'e' badge decent pilots vk e a colour ‘e"er in your March
Dear C1 apart from me and Fred celemmn issue Df Commodore
My son as gone Lhrough Reid, sort this one out. A David Lyvet, User in the ‘Feedback
three joysticks playis upuceshlp invisible to Essex. page entitled ‘Sweet

*‘Summer Games II"" anc ar, takes more shots ® Actually, I try Charity.
his latest ‘‘Hum Lhn.n the constrictor and wa snooker with _How can anyone be so
Race”, (good ]Dysl.lck looks like a gone wrong the TV off. We take your Bl“Pld and selfish to say
busting games). So I Krait. point — what there was that drugnddlcts should
made a simple modlhcﬂ— I've experienced this oll not be helped. S,,he
tion to his only remain- cmu at two planets, know what it is like? It
ing Quickshot II. Orbequso and Rain, it ———______ seems not. I am defi-
obtained two fruit galactic charts e guln Sposd Freak Sl Et S AL

buttons from an arcade makes hell of my Navai Dear C people like Bruce Allen

engineer and bought & Hnergy Unite, y 1 have hndaClS for two are as bad as the drug

double pole toggle I phoned up Firebird YeArs now andIam quite addiots themselves!

Ssitoh, R Ao T and They didn't pleased with the results Anyway, what right
I was

E
&

S scokab BT by o of the machine, except does he have to say how,
[ multicore cable and a about. Maybe I'm going the only drawback s that whero and. when people
suitable plastic box. mad with post Elite it takes forevertoloadin should spend their
First I mounted the 5 stress disorder! machine-code and Basic money?
pin din socket in the side If Fred Reid is as good Written games. This is Christopher Taggart,
of the]oystlck andlinked as he's made out to be he the reason I am writi ‘"S~ forkington.

the four directionand the would have found and DO you or any of
common cable to the din blown up one of those readers know of a turbo

. The: d the wve. 8! o

s, machineiawtoniei SR kncer Chactlo, - OISHIAENRETw Drug Abuse
in the box wired them Yeovil P i Yok do T ¥08 Pk
Lhrough the switch 1 can speak on every. | ggee with Bruce Allen
B ok body's behalf on ' the (Fosdbac )

{ buttons from mvngm 5 Monochrome — matter because it would gpq4 the decision to give

up/Down, then put the 5 moan save a lot of waiting and money to drug addicts. It
pin plugon theend of the ——————=___ boredom, not to mention yqg their decision to take
cable. Now he has Arcade Dear CU, hassle! drugs in the first place
style buttons. He says Have you ever tried Stewart Boyle, and therefore they must
they are faster than his watching snooker on a S"Blhﬂlyde accept the consequences

1 joystick wlgglmg to0. black and white televi- ® Our man "‘W knows ¢ their action.

Colin Patterson, sion? I'm sure that some eVerything After all, there are
Lancashire. have and will know how l‘w\“ this (°-“8 t Ot enough adverts, stories
® Great idea, Colin. fms:raung it is, not again). Must be someone i i1 newspapers and
{ it sounds really easy w knowing what colour ball Out there "’hﬂm"'" even a program called

do. has been potted and so “Drugwatch” that shows
on. “Driver software  What drugs can do to you
The same applies to _DTiver software Therefore if people still
Elite Bra. some computer games. Dear CU, continue taking  drugs
O DIagger mRev e nearly I have found three ways they must be stupid and
Dear CU, impossible to play of helping the full use of don't deserve money

I am an Elite pll.ot, I properly on a black and the Plus/4. I have found being spent on them
| became Elite in October white television. A that if you type the ~This money should be
85. It took me a mere 4 classic example is Mama ESCape key and F2, you used to help find cures
weeks to become Elite. I Llama, where chosing don’t have to type LOAD for various diseases or
seeing the right colour can “programme name". You given to help people like
anheuc little complaints mean the difference can also do this with the the men of the B.N.L.I
above between life and death. SAVE command by who save so many lives
a;zernge pilots who most All T would like is for typing ESCape and then each year, risking their

ake

of the time don't know software houses to make Fb, own in the process.
what the ha]l they're Lheir games alittle easier I have also found that S. Perriam,
going on abor to play on a black and instead of having to Devon.
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‘Wild" Bill Stealey, the eccen
tric boss of leading American
simulation firm Microprose,
flew in to London recently to
announce plans to beef up
his operation in the UK.

For the last two years the
excellent range of
Microprose simulations have
been imported to the U.K. by
U.S. Gold, and they will also
be handling the next six titles
including Silent Service, the
submarine simulation
(reviewed in this month's

simulation software was
about to take off in a big way
as people were tiring of sim-
ple arcade games
wanted something a bit more
challenging.

Unwanted Mail

CU is getting the strangest

mail these days. What do you -

make of this series of letters,
sent one after another,
throughout last week? Day
ne: one word letter con-
sisting of the word “Kwah'"
ay Two: ‘‘Melbourne
House". Day Three: “Say

Chip Factory: At lost, o
new game from Commodore
stalwarts Audiogenic — an
it's for the C16. Called Chip
Factory, it's a game in which
Charlie has to keep the
production ne of chips (e
silicon variety) flo
steadily. Sounds hm?
Audmgem: reckons it's
‘pure unpretentious fun' —
for £6.95. We'll be finding
out next montt

6 COMMODORE USER

“We have to educate the
public. They are currently
confusing _cheapness _ with
value for money. One of our
simulations can keep you
hooked for literally months,
years even, where as you will €
tire of a £2'shoot 'em upin an
afternoon”.

0 help in this education
Microprose have already ap-
pointed a full time UK

representataive and are M

seeking a managing director
to run the London offi
One_benefit to budding

u
Microprose U.K. operation is
that the London office will be
given a brief to look out for
tware with a view to

seling tinthe
!l am most impressed with
the standard of programming
in the UK., some really ex-

Kwah'". Day Four: *Je Ne say
Kwah"". Day five: Kevin say
Kwah". Day six: “Kevm
Say Kwah = Red Haw}

O ot ey nosed
news hounds in the CU office
saw through this thinly
disguised publicity exercise
straight away.

Melbourne House think
they're going to get us to
write about a new adventure
game called Red Hawk, star-
ing the bungling superhero
mentioned in the title, and

a_completely new
com.csmp xschmque with
ree separate pictures on

+

screen at any one time, just befweer

by sending us a heap of silly

eners then they can forget £1.

ok out for Red Hawk in

mid-May and don't forget to an

say “Kwah” to anyone you
\appen to meet.

cellent 64 product has been
developed ~here  recently,”
said Stealey.

Wild Bill also scotched the
popular UK. view that
American _software houses
were pulling out of 64 games
in favour of ST, and Amiga
software. “That is completely
untrue. It got around
because Trip Hawkins (boss
of Electronic Arts) said it
recently. We will be dev-
eloping Amiga and ST games,
but our main priority for the
forseeable future is to the 8
bitmachines, and that means
the Commodore 64" he said.

Looney

id you ever funk

crucially around.

room when

{nu playedtRanmGIOE

reak out to the Crazy
mets theme? Yo

Y
Datahits tape.
Datahits is a new idea from

Ahhcugh all the tracks
were created usiny 4,
they’re nothing like the
originals. That's nof surpris-
ing since no_less than' th
Commodore Sound Sampler,
Sound  Expander, Music
Studio and the ~Syntron
Digidrum were ved fo ecord
em. And the results are

More cheapies: CRL is
he otestsofiware house
o the MEl i oF paces
cutting. It's just launched the
cheapo “Alpha-Omega’ label
which will sell software for
just £4.99 and £1.99. In the
upper bracket, you'll get
Videom 64, a grophics
package that lefs you swich

n hi-res and muli-

colour graphics. Down in the

99 league thre's Return
of the Space War
{orcade action) for the 64

nd Baby Berls or ihe 16
and Plus/4. A-O c
contacted on 01-985.6877.

jeud
| What's going on What's going on_What's goiny

WMBmmhhmu

Cascade Connection:
Good news if you're a C128
owner who also happens fo
possess a Microvitec monifor.
Uniil now, you couldn’t
connect the two because the
Microvitec works on the RGB
TTL format. So i’s Cascade
o the rescue with a device
that links the monitor fo the
RGBI output on the 128,
giving 80 columns and eight
colours. The cable costs
£19.95 and you can get
more details on 0423
504526,

Tk

B rorieor

pretty impressive.

Batanits costs £4.95
(there’s a database on the B
side) and is exclusive to W.H.

the Smith. But you can hear the

sounds thumping oul on our
stan the - Commodore
Show (9. ||May) and get the
chance fo win one of fifty
copies we'll be handing out.

Ins and Outs: They're
playin’ those musical chairs

music stopped last fime, Jack
mmm\ su' down in Qhe Atari
seat
Marshall Smith ot e
ommodore
50 comfy). Now that the Big
Chair is positivel
uncomfortable, fheyre
moving again. And cs the
usic stops, Terence Ratligan
{orshvhil Eigahoh af Popa:
slides inf he Big Chalr ond
ut goes Marshall Smith.
Fiors micel bty




ng on What's going on What's going on What's

. Late
Arrivals

he back-log of
ames walting to
o

Log your callsig: Tuned
in radio hams ma,
thrilled to know mm Momy
Micros has developed o
stafion callsign logging
progrom colled Tl

i

Ptk 1P+ dasgpned o moke
already logged callsigns
easier and faster o check,
fo log new ones

(together with date, fime and
bandwidh) by pressing fst
one key u
more fime e Meideling Rncbs

han bashing computer keys.

launched ‘V’,  Stre
Hawk, Knightrider and
Daley Thompson's
Super Test.

SS are also doing very
nicely with Swords and
Sorcery, now nearly two e 1405 o vt
years late for review. PSSP < 1.55 on disk. Don't radio

Max Headroom g-g-gets in ted in Marte R SR Al Moroy, just call them on
on the act with his game used to submit his review until he’s beaten the game 05427 384 for more info.
fow two months laté on the [ HUNINENN
64

L)
t16 manisttivets fare st I oU e iR AeTe s werlst ety IS TOT
proving that they can be just sent off a cheque to one of games even after their che-
3s late 10 come up with the the advertiers who announ- ques had_been cashed — You-hoo
goods as the 64-houses. Do- ced a game and quoted a naughty, naughty. Our ad-
g, well here are Tynesoft price belors actualy aving Vice 1 £ Make sure 1he sup. wmw hone-in mania is
with Jet Set Wily. the game in stock. pler definitely has the game

The situation_ with late A number of our disgruntl. i stock befors sending off
games may not be quite as ed readers have had to wait any money. el e ol with o

sked
& 9 you to phone our Games line
Loa 0 . mnaEE
try. The cheapness of the soft- acks, and identify them to
s . e wina prize.
rgus Software has database, Home and Business ware will encourage disk
announced a Card File (a kind of address ownership. oW B s st D
range of budget book)and Masterword, aword- In America he kept costs it ov" E2mestine 1o U
dxak based “pro- processor which also provides down by selling direct to stores §7¢ 1S BUTCS. DAY
" software you with a set number of let- and supermarkets around the "7 > OTHCRENL
“vallble for the 847158, ters including an option for country. “I thought I might end mp
Licenced from American. love letters! up with a lead suit”, he smiles,
company Sharedata nc. the  Alsoavaiable n tis range s B it worked out i theend S0 gt amry phore ol
package comes in a bubble a Utility Cartridge at sales went through the roof’, YOU Want to catch the wi
packed range called Load ' with over hiry et g W B U S
called because it tions including program here? 3
e i e recovery and screen dumping, ol e ybaaline 1n
documentation. John " Zentz, President of opens up. “We understand P, 89 10 198 N28 JER0
Among the range of utlities Sharedata Inc the American there are fewer disk owners DOKeN Nt 13 separate
available at §7.99 is an Elec- company responsible for over in the UK, but we think sarmerts 210 Wil be
tronic Scheduler (that's a diary developing this cheap software we can encourage people to 2o Scharate evenings.
1o you acid mE), a spreadsheel,. hopes It will*have' the mimia oAy S iCARNITEAGI 1 Ut fis. S eY i
Crtit i Dk Revation 1022 wil helpselcopies o
singlehandedly? Stay tuned, the,8ame: and that the pro-
we'll be looking at Load 'N' Go 4 s oth
el some of the company’s other
games.
A spokesman_ t0d. CU,
Revengeis
T ! ideally sulted for the phone.
tility disk: A new ufilty in_promotion as we ha
disk for the 64 and 1541 is  already produced the story

story lasts thirty five mintes

saga.
But at least you don't have

: now available from tape to be packaged with the
: impeeiveh ncmed Infialive - gamer.
Managers Ltd. C: But ‘gamers_outside the

DR e dT5T W ffers the Lomeiotaroe oot alatie
usual file backup, rename, to phone the Doomdark line
scratch, unscraich and as the operators of the
profect facilities. There’s also ~ system cannot yet supply the
4| disk backup, disk protect and phone-in service nationwide.
easy access fo the 64's DOS.  You'llfind the number on
For £14.94 you get the disk  Bey ne
a short manvel. More  advertisements appearing in
details on 06845 60701.  May issues of magazines.
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How Much"

Exhibit f are

Anir
ing off 1

(106) Anirog will be show-
eir C16 Plus/4 Winter Sports

pyx 6
— Winter Games. 64/128
Thal Boxing a 3D style combat game
will also be on display.
Bubble Bus (148) are majoring
n the 64 conversion of their Spec-
rum smash i, Star Quake, Budget
games Boing and Metronaut are aiso
on offer.
Commodore — obviously the big-
gest attraction since the Amiga will
be ‘officially’ launched. There'll be an
Amiga village and regular musical per-
formances _using the Commodore
Music System.
Commodore User (108) come
along for a chat and meet the people
who write your favourite magazine
each month. The G Force will be there
to talk games, swap some opinions
with you on the best games around
and accept a challenge or two on this
month's Screen Stars. Bring some
cash with you because we'll be offer
ing lots of bargain goodies with all pro-
ceeds going to the Off the Hook chari-
ty. We will also be demonstrating the
latest Amiga games, offering spot
prizes, playing loud music from the
Datahits package and generally hav-
ing a good time — so if you want some
fun get straight along to stand 62.
Data Star (72 & 73) If it's a
printer you're after Data Star will
have the new MLI1O printer up and
running on their stand as well as a
number of show special offers.
Duckworth (101) Camp\e(e
range of books for Commodore com-
puters, including the latest releases
for the C16.
First Pubhshm§ (30) Technical

books and utility software for all Com-

8 COMMODORE USER

listed alphabe

Mv Hm h are mentioned

modore computers.
emini (47) will be sharmga S(and
with the leading distributor —
tresoft. Their full range of preducts ~
including Office
Master will be on display and available
for purchase at a special show dis-
count price.
Gulltronics (89) London based
hardware shop. Probably the capital’s
best stocked Commodore shop.
will find their_prices and range of
Commodore kit hard to beat
.U.G. — stands for the In-
dependent Commodore Products
User Group. You can join this group of
enthusiasts at the show and learn
about their activities. Special guest
star on the ICPUG stand is Jim But
terfield — the acknowledged world
authority on all things Commodore. If
you want to pick his brains and meet
up with other CBM boffins then get
along to the ICPUG stand to take part
in one of their “Your Questions
Answered" sessions.
Llamasoft (114) First chance to
see Jeff Minter's brand new 64 game
—Iridis Alfa. Described by Jeff as a
“sort of shoot 'em up but different —
with two_directional scrolling”. Also
Iook out for an early version of Amiga
Colour Space, a Vic 20 compilation,
and the Minter classic Matri;for the

Martech (140) sam Fox fans
might just catch a_glimpse of the
famous page 3 girl if Martech can per-
suade her to fit it into her_hectic
schedule. Whether or not she's there
in the flesh (ouch! Ed) you will be able
e her game, Strip Poker, with
digitised pics of Sam in varying stages
of undress. For the non-dirty raincoat
oamiEs Sl Aueg their is also a
of Death Runners —
Vartech's follow-up game to Sam Fo

Micro Media (119) Complete
range of floppy disks, ribbons, listing
paper and labels, and diskette storage

recision (81 & 82) — will be
demonstrating their brand new word-
processor for the 128. An up-graded
version of the classic Super Script, it's

green with envy when they see the ex-
tra features of its big brother?

Super Script on their stand for sale.
Music Sales (8) will be demon-
strating_their_brand new Complete
Music System (reviewed this issue).
Definitely the most interesting set of
musical gizzms for the 64 since Rain-
bird's Music System, and you get a
five octave keyboard into the bargain.
Software Plus (150) Cut price
games and add-ons.
Software International Dis-
tribution (103)— Special show of-
fers from this leading distributor of
games for Commodore owners
Vanguard Leisure (13)— A new
joystick will be on display — plus
special show offers on old and new
games
Viza Software (66) will be
previewing two business packages —
one for the Amiga and one for the 128
at the show. They have what they call
“High End" wordprocessor for
Amlga and a 128 version of Viza Star
— the integrated database, spread-
sheet, and graphics package that has
already been well received on the 64.
Timeworks (49 & 50) An
American company showing off their
range of software for the first time in
the UK.

Trojan (31) will be demonstrating

their lightpen and Cadmaster
graphics package for the 64/128
(tested this issue). They also hope to
preview the first C16 Plus/4 lightpen
and graphics package.
Tynesoft (141-2) The Geordie
software house will be showing their
whn\e range of C16 titles which now
offers no less than tendifferent
games. Highights willbe the C16 vr-
sion of Jet Set Willy, and the an-
Rouncement of C16 and Plusla ver-
sions of seven Scott Adams adven-
tures. a




BY PAUL SHIRLEY

Available on the 48K Spectrum, Amstrad
and Commodore 64 from Electric Dreams Software.

31 Cariton Crescent, Southampton
4,

ERALL 98°% — AMTIX
OFTWARE igi
ISTRAD




Cx commodore

ANAGRAM BUSINESS SUITE OFFER

|~ DIMENSION .. .

computers Itd.

Leicester LE14FP
Tel: (0533) 57479

[ MS2000 MOUSE OFFER
Pl B
‘ s &
o

printer option *

i pe £6490 £57.95
plain English on the 64. Disc version
st ' — the hardware is excellent,
of its type developed for the 64. ‘the software technically stunning — DEC. PCW
PURCHASE LEDGER £6.col
withaccumulated
information of Suppliers, Nominal Balances and VAT.
ech ) VISASTAR XL8 OFFER

Norina Taraacions. DGl ke VisastarXL
Available, Pay Name Database and
MMUEIMWP’!"‘MH the 64 and 128.

£7600" £49.95 Piecharsor
SALESLEDGER pintr.

Textediing,
R Haadors, Footors and page numbers to ennance roports
- adeandsetiement dscout alowed or,wih VAT atomatcaly VISASTARXLS 64 £99.95 £79.95
el LT VISASTARXL8 128 £1205 £99.95
nvoices outstanding and it notes
Jes ot Aged

ot

_£75.00" £49.95 LASSIC 128 OFFER
CASHBOOK 64 e Commodore 126,
* Produces trial balance at any time. * Wordwrap and Wlﬂ formatting as youtype.
H Rewnpmmnilm:lmucnh book, Audt i, Budgel summary, Bank *Fullunciion celculatr.
performance. lance Sheet, VAT analyss, and Bud et * Combines with Visastar for powerful mailmerge facility.

7600 £49.95 OFFER PRICE _£90:95” £79.95
STOCK CONTROL

ot desarip TROJAN CADMASTERLIGHT PEN OFFER
Displays physical stock levels at any time. supem{v designed graphics software.

* Anmnppmx 550 stock ll-"\s Wﬂ]u ks Paint, Fill, Geometric

shapes, et

tock, Price st
analysis.
OFFERPRICEPERPACKAGE _£75:00° £49.95

PERIPHERALS

QuickDiscPlus
| footes loadandsies cartridge £19.95
| Sprint12
|| GorzBconroncs rtacecariags £29.95
| FinalCart idge
| Torere s cartis £45.00
| Commodore MPS 803 Tractor Feed £24.95
‘ New Commodore 64/128 Modem £79.95
Music Maker 128 Keyboard & Software £29,
Music Maker 64 Keyboard & re £19.95
Condrum Digital Drum Synthesiser £20.95
MPS 801 & 803 Printer Ribbons £5.95
i Box 10Commodore Compatible Discs £15.00

value package of tskind.

£1885 £16.95
PRECISION
Superscipics £49.
Superbase 64/+ £50.95
Supersorpi6as Superbasesd £99.95
script 12 £74.95
uperbas £745
upevscnpnzs&suoewasewa £134.95
comi

Future| rmancemann ngPackage) Disc
Easyscript (Word Processor), Di
Simons Basic Extension, Disc:
AUDIOGENIC
SuwitSpreadsheet 126,

MICRO SIMPLEX ACCOUNTS OFFER

< £2095
40 (Word Processor), Cartridge X
Wagpie Database) Carnisgn  Ome £24.
HANDIC
Cartridge £1495
Diary, Cartridge €9.95
PRACTICORP

ulye
the Commodore 64 includes the following features:

Disc
64 Doctor (Hardware Diagnostic), Disc
Disc.

Cast aid Bi P
VAT: 50E>
Income and Expenditure| Logo (Educational Language), Disc:
Compltewihcompreensive manual andopional Practicalc (Spreadsheet), Tape

user clubmembership form. £17256- £99.95

B 0 gg‘ At B




THEMIDLAND’S LARGEST HOME COMPUTER STORE \l\l&

COMMODORE 128 OFFER
Commodore 128 Computer, Data Recorder,
Music Maker 128 Keyboard, Joystick.

MICROCLERK 128

conceptinall-in-one Business Software.
KEE]

s B0xof 10Data Gassetios AT screman i
299.95 4
me:
+TYPING
acuaion
couuononsusnsusmessmcmes N

mmodore 128D, Green Screen Monitor,
Clllzen 120D NLQ Printer, Micro Clerk Software.
£849.95

COMMODORE 128D OFFER
Commodore 128D with built-in 1571 Disc Drive
and Green Screen Monitor.
£575.00

cm.cuunms Spreadsheetfor Cash low forecasts, Costings. etc.

vitiihe e

support

. this
pe

the majority of everyday business needs.
£99.95

COMMODORE 1571 DOUBLE-SIDED DRIVE .
COMMODORE 1901 COLOUR MONITOR
Phillips 64/128 Green Screen Monitor .

Commaodore 1 541 Disc Drive
Commodore 12t

Commodore MPS 803 Printer with Tractor Feed .£169.95
Commodore 128 . 269.95
Commodore 1570 Drive £199.95

Commodore 128 1570 Drive
Commodore DPS 1101 Daisy Wheel Printer
Commadore Compatible Data Recorder
Currah Speech 64

. £19.95
.£284.99

1000 CBM/C
szen 560P 2- cmom Dot Matrix Pnnlev

ERK 128
PURCHASE/SALES LEDGERS

package,

profita

Full search print,
the main package can be usedfor report purposes.
*EullPurchase/Sales Daybooks.

- hmmm/ﬁ-mmmumuwnnng

* Aged Creditor/Deblor iss.

endofmonth.

,Part

£99.95

PURCHASE
SALESLEDGER £99.95

SOUNDSTUDIO
£14.95
50CTAVE KEYBOARD
Prof y
theprice.
£79.95

COMPLETE PACKAGE PRICE £149.95

PERSONAL CALLERS AND EXPORT ENQUIRIES
WELCOME.

ALL OFFERS STRICTLY SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY.

Fully Commodore Compatible . £49.95 o
£69.95 PER PACKAGE
COMM YNTH AGE
Plesse add £1.00towards carrioge and packing n any sfware r
war crdos a1 00undr £ (v, ana s C00ver o0 vl
SOUND EXPANDER ToGrder bt sonGChSQUB . wincauponGr g (0539 7478/ i
Thismodule, usedvia 4
The ight e
Sendto: Dept No.C.U.5, Dimension ComputersLid. -_—
27729 Figh Seet, Locester LE1 477 B
aciltes ofthe expander create a viable composing 1ol ;
£99.95 ftem Quantity Price

TOTAL

Telephone: ........

PLEASE ALLOW 7 DAYS FOR DELIVERY




View of the control tower. The commander can be shifted to four other posts using the joystick

SILENT SERVICE
Commodore 64/128
US|Gold/Microprose
Price: £9.95/cass
£14.95/disk

latest_simulation_from
de from
the s fight simuletor- s
f tearing across th
submarine in 1
Hts author Sic

0 FINED

Above: The periscope view.
Pinpointing a ship with the

ross ks rgages the Topedo
Data

Laft, Night view from the
bridge.

sible for the highly rated F-15

know your angle or

bow from your elboy

On loading you areofferod the
hoice of t

doiGunnery Practios on & group
shi in a harbour, o
B v i i o o

Map position.

to_select
possible con (s
dny, ‘surfasainght for e

pi
type of Japanese boat using the
manual. It a bit of a pointiess

and an irrtant to getting

w choose the reality levels

for the qame. These are extra dif-




Scene Screen Scene Screen Scene

PAMAGE

16 SPEED:

ﬁ,&t_; e

PP

NES LEVEL

94 HEADING: 264

Damage Reports Screen monitors damage from depth charge and gunfire attacks. Repairs are automatically attempted by the crew.

ficulty factors which you can
choose to incorporate into the
game. They're all there to add to
the credibility of the scenario,

mon problem), expert destroyer

while the game loads some
more. Finaly you'teresdy to ship
out and sink some boats. A large
Tmap of the Pacifc flashes up and

through the rather
tadious business o ranosuvriog
a little ot into a convoy zon
Fiall whon the screen torns ed
You get to the real nitty gritty.

you see is that of
the conning tower — inhabited
by a bearded seaman with a pair

There's the bridge (only available
you're surfaced), peri-
scope damage screen and in-
struments. You'll find it a lot
easier just hitting the function
keys to work your way round
these.
Most of the interesting action
is going 1o take place through the
periscope. Beneath the binocular

sheped view of the sen (and  don'tsproad it around) | sruggt
ships if you're lucky) you get the ed a bit here. | couldn’t get to
FEERat Piia Compucer wiich oos WHIE 88 S Mt it
gives you valuable information  stuff. It was all very well when
on target range, speed, angle, the convoy steamed kindly
and course — all vital if you're straight past you like ducks, but
going to sink anything. when they started to turn away

“This is where it starts getting or behave at all ungentiemanly |
complicated. So far it's been floundered. | reckon a geometry

you press a few keys and read qualification could well put you

ngood stead here.
got to sink something and I don't  Don't expect anything ke
mind telling you (as long as you those convoy patrol games that

Battoryfovel

\ soeed anm Ypedoes
water temp

fuel levels Sompass throttle

used 1o be around in the arcades
long before space invaders arriv-

great to see the opposition o up
in a puff of smoke. Here the
graphics don't give you anything
Tike that, The sound of a distant
explosion and the disappearance
of a ship off the horizon is about

no
smoke.

Graphically the game is neat
and varied with all those dif-
ferent screens to switch through
though I'm not sure why you get
e el s

Eaars: Sousd iy baag
around effects such as pings and
a nice creaking noise when you
travel too deey
But | never folt ike | wanted to
play Silent Service until the early
ours. This one’s for diehard sim
enthusiasts only.
Mike Pattenden

To
S Power
Value_k k %
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TASwoRrD 64

ThE Wo:w PROCESSOR 80 CHARACTERS PER LINE ON THE SCREEN!

A Worpprocessor Procram THAT's As Goop As YouR 64.

1328228 |

FORRATTING Enmnns
at

o 1zpb

15 18 jese

&z cral
ey

3 ror mars ne
ETuRR 157988 Sa08

LT p

pi really can hold i e November 1985
TASWORD 64is a new member of the highly

acclaimed TASWORD family of TASWORD

programs. Eighty characters per/me on the screen s

nmanual and TASWORD 64 TUTOR This tearhes

just one of the features of this

With the eighty character display you know that

WHAT YOU SEE IS WHAT YOU WILL GET when

youprintyour text. No need far text reformatting
P

Anotherremarkable featur
of TASWORD. ammp

e [aSMaln

Available from good oftware stockists and direct from:

TASWORD 64. Whether

about wordprocessing TASWORD 64 and
TASWORD 64 TUTOR make it easy and enjoyable.

el

Pssesend m o FRE rochursdessig TASWORD 64 ek hre
s VAT potag rdackagnt 0

ez =

— 5OFTWAN: L
otrrcy,
im aice

name z
AoRESS £ |

.

E £

[ ———— TomaL £
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SPECIALISTSIN OUALITV COMPUTERGMAB

FFOR THE DISCERNING GAMI

Strategy, Adventure and Sports Games
for Commodore 64 Computer

Send for our free 20 page ‘8586 catalogue, which has alarge

seectionoftitles, with descriptions and cormplexty ratings for
eachgam

elgble for our newsletter,Updating our cataiogue snakeeping
You in touch with up and coming titles,

restwar e carrsostore e cas.00
Eeacn, sl sateaygam £43.00
Eurone Abiage - e Ar i vt Curooe 1S8R0 £42.00
Set ouancea combat 1ot Srmstor win P16 7 15 £az0
Uitimany— Guest o he Austar ates
e o (e s 18 s rer
fan £a0.00
oy Flowt  comolo i soae srae £3.00
Fghor Commana” s oo oane £85.50
cer Gremadier —(3cica Fant meon e
ot e3500
Computer Ouarterback — i ronsrteay nd s
e s3500
Antietam irercon i Cae £a300
BattleGroun. amotarusoe ontheWesterFront £a5.00
SRR GO oD b8 Game £a5.00
Galuson new rmLes Aprosramsarecnosc
Grs7a2087 Avaagie
Ornieto FlontSimuiatorn  Morce lecosor
Sostagicous oot T
s Pemmrate
Py paocane s
ampion 33, ot
WG TWi2SXA  phantasien _saueito  Pese SRt
feateins " Ema
hantadls s

Business hours: 10am-6pm Mon-Fri. 11am-apm Sat.

DESCENDER ROM
FOR YOUR MPS-801 PRINTER
W have redesigned the character set o allow you 10 print out with
‘Because this s s Your printer
5 befor ith no Change whatbver in

il sl exacly e same

"Easy nstalation wih no sokiering requred.
Works wit apy Commocero compuie inoluing C-64, C:128 and PLUS.
er fonts available on ROM. Send SAE for info
EXAMPLES: bt ol

£14.95;; auiclly Pt agon ‘

COMMODORE
Superbowt
v

Star

TOOLKIT Iz

Incudes: DOCTOR v i e s ncluding extra

format an entro disk or format any
i om0 1o 41 rdetn aty 1 30 parameurs 1o
Crast o recaste e sk tomats, HEADER/GA® EOTTOR *

525 renumesrsecrs o ad ary m.mw
Joxy 106 4nd recede

savos disk space and load

uding extr b
Tmbeced e arh secion < om ot 47 mm..m e v &
o
DISK COPY — copis & ik I o e o o wih & Sete 1541, FAST el
FILE GOPY - vaalas tes tvetven tatr S ol FLE owscron || | SiiE

t irecory, recover lost fles:dispay fl start

IVE SPEED TEST, ISk ERASE, Disk
Wow, Disk Lo, BASE G COMPACTOR/UNCOMPACTOR,

Supplcton ik win compranansiv nstucton e, For C-64/C-128.

1 18R,

FREEPOSY RiCHARG REEVES 0
AccassBarciayeard Oniy Tt (060433578

ALL GAMES ON RELEASE NOW! 1

PLUS MONEY BACK GUARANTEE.

eve 1200
ordof the Rings ... 11207
iypersports 6701
ommando

7501
anstormers 70
ragon Skulle 7500
nigma Forco 50
Guake Minus One . 75001
ool Daze s20f
ho Dares Wins i . 535[
ightshade 7500

Crazy Comets 59

NO STAMP

'REQUIRED
Send order to:
UNITSOFT
FREEPOST
GLASGOW G14BR.

38
| BRI T i e ey S R

£18.95;; complete permetion
MPS SOFTWARE (Dept CU)
36 Alexandra Grove
London N4 2LF, Engl

OUTSIDE EUROPE PLEASE ADD £1.00 FOR ARMAIL

UNBEATABLE VALUE
NOW AT 5

within everyone's grasp!

ingertip controf Now at a price|

Please send me

lenclose cheauelPO. for
(oveesuas 105 x
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-
The result of unique co-operation between three ace software developers
and the Biggles film production company, Biggles - The Untold Story will
knock you right out of the ail Ifs a mult-parf arcade strategy game in
which each part must be completed to reach your final goal.

In the air, on the rooftops, on the ground, or in the trenches

YOU CAN BE A HERO!

‘Coming in May Commodore 64 £9.95 tape, £12.95 disk
Spectrum 48K £9.95 tape
Coming in June Amstrad CPC £9.95 tape, £14.95 disk

- Purnell Book Centre, Paulton, Bristol BS18 5L.Q




*§:reen Scene

FAIRLIGHT

Commodore 64/128
The Edge/Softek
Price: £12.95/disk
£9.95/cass

Having spent an intensive week
font Jarumy tacking The Edow's
“Wizardry’, | approached thei

praise for its stunning graphics

and complex gamesplay. At first
glance you would be forgiven for
thinking you were sl laying it
n the Speccy, as ameas-
o e el e
:hnvncrav graphics’ look about

somewhat elaborate
instructions tell you the plot: you

are an unsuspecting hero tricked
into searching for the Book of

Lightinthe King's caste to e
wizard trapped there and save
the world (Ho, hum, not again —
yawn). This scenario is reminis-

cent of

Start here — in the main courtyard of the King's castle.

any average arcade
adventure. The game,
is somewhat different.
The adventurer, lsvar,
cloaked hero, starts in one of the
castle courtyards and must try to

a
., however,

your

find the Book of Light as his first
priority. You can simply wander
round the plece explodng ot

' time before you ac-
sl stat doing nything impor:
tant, as the castle is quite large

B imake ¢ o o1 it s
the title screen Is displayed — it
contains vital clues.

804 you 1wt oven ch 1090

Pabiog ahs gema switd 3

i e T et

locations).
oy oy Up o

jocts at a time, aithough

st il ok e Sk et
may

climbed
e ora
e Voo e
tle, you will have to fight your
way outofang or two tight spots
vieh, vour | Sutty, ol Bt

. uird and
ol this - Taiy painess, but

18 COMMODORE USER




you are ill-advised to tackle
wraiths this way, as these
nasties usually guard something
pretty special and require abnor-
mal of eradication
(“wraithbusters"'l)

mieas thess tactics are
employed, continual re-killing of
et bsconer i iag
and d You have only a
finits suengx
torious objects occur from
time 1o time, often in suitably in-
accessible places. *“Egg-timers”’,

Lo footwork nesded here o #10 thet wreklh
ushing you into the moat

incredible — furiture, scrolls, books, all  Unfortunately, the next thing from user-definement and, as a

unbliovably accurate in minute  designed to add realism 10 the you're likely to notice s the
detail, if limited in colour. Heads game, and are beautifully drawn. ~slightly awkward controls. The required in taking and u
carved on walls, suits of armour, There’s not a glych n sight. s i Iect, foystick uss Syl

You'll need to be smart to get this far — and what is that lying on
the floor at the foot of the King’s body?

is _impractical

umess twoplayersjonforces.
ound is little more than

ivvuge. a jaunty little tune to

hen it's swimming-

lo time.
For all ts faults, Fairlight is stil
extremely playable. The adven-
urer bsorbed in the action
that the problems pass virtually.
unnoticed. | think you'll be busy.
trying to crack this one for some
time yet — provided you don't
heat by asking your Spectrum-
using friends for the anewers
iel Gilbert

Graphies KAk K
*k

%
*

* Kk
Kk kkk
KKKk
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exciting software, offeryou the chance to become
one of those exalted space-adventurers
who risked allin the name of conquest.




Screen Scene Screen Scene Screen Scene
THRUST keep your finger on thrust and
Commodore 64/128 "t t
Firebird no other game successfully

bz employed this fun technique.
Price: £1.99/cass Until now. Firebird's aptly tith

Remember the pure joy of ed Thrust uses this brilliant piece
floating? It was what made of game design to startling
Asteroids one of the classic effect.

games of all time. It was a slow, The aim of the game is to
easy feeling that your ship really shoot out the pil boxes guarding
was floating in deep space. each level, grab the fuel dump,

A slight tweek of the thrust pick up the fuel crystal, blow up
button and you'd ease forward, the power station and then

‘mindbendingly difficult.
Sure, taking out the pill boxes
't too tough bt once you get
thatcrystal I ke wying to
& cariion bl hained i
vourleg

To earn bonus points you have
to destroy the power station
before thrusting off to the next
level,

With the crystal dragging you
down and spinning you around in
the gravitational style it will take
considerable skill to get yourself
into a good enough position to
straffe the power generator.

Once it starts to flash you
ve: On level two, the pill boxes on either side of the entrance fire at you. Note the crystal to the  KNOW It is going to blow so it's
e, scarper ti
Bolow: Level four gives you extra fuel but & much trickier cav Ovileiistitne ta; cryStal IR

nice and conveniently for you in
space at a safe
distance from the pill box.

Things soon get tougher with
loveltwo asthe crystal e t the
bottom of a cave with two pill
bowen posted sither sid of the i
cave entrance.

Seven levels may not sound
fike very many but once you have
spent an hour on the first scroen
You il bagi 1o restis that s
no push

Grsohkcavima Thust wilinod

the most extraordinary ad
dictive qualities.
In terms of lunchtime and after

shining all of the Gold Range
games at Firebird’s HQ. | am not
one bit surprised — for a budget
gam it rosy o o £2 pemagiion

Eugene Lacey

e SRy
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Screen Scene

EMPIRE

Commodore 64/128

Firehird

Price: £14.95/disk
£9.95/cass

Empire, Firebird's latest release
has been heralded (by Firebird)

fire-button activates your

Navigation:
The Galaxy consists of about 60

While in space, pressing ‘G
will halt the game and summon
up the galatic chart. Each system
is shown as a dot, whilst the
system you are in at the time
flashes. Use the joystick to place
the cursor over any system and
its vital statistics appear to the
left of the charts telling you have
visitied it yet, the number of
planets, Alien or Empire controll
od andits popuiation and produc-
tion statistic:
ssing. T will get the chart
nt system. This
chart shows the relative pos
tions and orbits of each planet

the starbase, and other objects
of interest. Placing the cursor
anywhere on the chart activates
the ship’s directional indicators
enabling you to fly to any part of

® You can’t dock carrying the pods.

© inside the starbase you'llbe offered four options.

SHIPS EXTRAS

the system very accurately pointing to the starbase and
Finding your way to a starbase _pointing to the cursor's position
asier, no groping on the chart. Simply rotate your

around here. The left-hand direc- ship until the arrow above the in-
tion indicator toggles between dicator points straight up and

g GALARY NAP

ALIEN Y8 31

B
“:: i

b SYSTENS VISITED

© Amap of the galaxy with mineral information.
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you are pointing in the right
direction. Various objects might

in the way like planets
(which you simply bounce offi)
and the sun (flying to close can

mall detour you can easily find
Your course again.

Fiying between systems is a
little more difficult. Flying off the

! right-hand direction indicator
which points unneringly towards
the new system. In case you
change your mind, the left-hand
indicator will guide you back to

old system.

Space Exploration.

Starbases are always shown as a
pair of coloured circles. To dock,

here, or you won't be admitted.

tape for future loading (a sensible
precaution)!

Missions:

During the course of the game,
You wil receive adio messages
from space stations across
e 6 oo Y gt

offer might be withdrawn.

Trading.
You dor't rade inthe raditonal
sense as no money changes

Baldee T st g aeial
tain_materials to produce the

various items ~ will
available to you. A simple reward
system exists here.

The planet surface.
Descending to the planet surface
involves fling an obit corrdor
The entrance to this corridor is
shown on the ystom char a6 &
small white dot close to the
planet, while in space, it appears
as a white square.

On entering the corridor, your
screen changes to a forward
view along the corridor. Keep
your ship in the centre to avoid

@ Map showing the system you are currently in.

damage — this part of the game
is reminiscent of Activision's
Master of the Lamps.

At the end of the corridor, you
are placed on a featureless
planet surface, _predominately
orange in colour, At first, you will
have to negotiate a forest of
telegraph pole-iike trees. Hitting

your shield
strength slightly. Once out of the
forest you will be ceaslessly
bombarded with oddly shaped
missiles. You can either avoid or
attempt to shoot them, but if
they hit you, your shield strength
is_significantly reduced. Your
left-hand _direction indicator
points to the nearest cargo pod
or exit window, shown as white
and green pyramids respectively.

Keep the pyramid dead centre

you approach it and you will
collect the pod or be shot back
into space again! Once you are
back in space, the pods will be
placed near the corridor en-
trance, and you will have to pick
them up.

The pods now appear as small
white circles and to pick them up.
you will have to extend ye
cargo ropes. Each rope apparent.
ly has a smal sticky blob on the
end (revolutionary technology
here) and you need to man-
oeuvre your craft so as to catch
the pod on the end of the rope.
Not as difficult as it sounds!

nnot approach a star
base with your cargo ropes out,
50 you must withdraw the ropes
before the starbase can draw
pods inside. Some pods contain

epdl) G m
any for

has
e o
sticky blobs.

Aliens
PO L e
blue versions of your own craft,
and can be destroyed with a

challenge, and destroying
enough alien ships in an alien
galaxy can win it back for the
Empire.

In the main, Empire is as in-
furatiog a8t engrossing. Your
perforr
gt y B o5
tage, but no real overall task is
specified. The main screen
layout is a trifle_primitive, the

tlolarly ke the wate gusges”
The game lacks any kind o
roakiar who ever heard of tWet

same with the price.  Fred R
Graphics Xk
Sound X

Toughness K kK
Staying Powr % % X
Valve_k




JR SOFTWARE

5 Brookes Court, Baldwin Gardens, London EC1
Telephone: 01-242 5409
‘Commodore 64

um .00
Back to the Future Verc 7.40
Max Headroom 60 Soi  Milion i 740
McGuigan Boxing
Bomb Jack cte
Game Killer 1100 Atantis 525
FA Cup .90 Workd Cup 525
Sireet Hawk .60 Berks Triogy 525
Cave Fighter 395
el Gide Evvurte & 525
Sky Ha 395
T Kingdor Valley 395
Jet 7
fassics 740
Glassics Il 740
ce 800
ustier 395
Beach Head 695
Winter Olympics. 525
Mount Vesuius 525
o Pete 525
Commando 595

SOME YITI.ES SUBJECY TO RELEASE DATE.
350 Lo Spnd g 2935
ovenay oraig 1t o) $10.80, 16 merlace 2350
Sond CreauerP 0. 1o
R Softw:
Dept CI.I:l 5 anku Court, B:\d-ﬂlns G-vdons EC1.
3 SAE for ful s tating machine.

TAPE BACK-UP DEVICES FOR CBM 64, 128, VIC 20

ks o tocind st o 00 P oA, P 050 i
P et

(Cx commodore

fyoute s Imprssad 43 we e v o o Commodor 28
e o e Toresond i T s
B o e (4 Cnde, Vit
R ) S s e Ehe38) wrd
S i s oy w2 wah

orpr £4795 W Conmoore 1570 dok aive. £18415
oG e e €278
oo £4s 00w i 4080 mono €98
ascane nss..-.sm....-m.,. €290

€792
avstaby. VAT inchudod

LA LSy amary o 16t Datapost ovaright

VIZAWRITE

VieaWite Clasic 128 s  much sahancd succesor
P Ve S e 23 e s
s e

Transtor your Commodere 4o a1
e et Gasime s

chusc Spurtuse ¢ o v e e
e o o G, b e e 49 o mm_\ "soring

.m..nm i i o

s e 308 w7 pﬂ-te‘vs'

oo ey b o lrgen Ut o Sz,

e i v e yrs we b s
Sipporedt

e bt s o e Comadore business computers
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Screen Scene Screen Scene Screen Scene

SCOR
013320

ROUND

HI SCORE
100000
- -

BOMBJACK
Commodore 64/128
Elite

Price: £9.95cass.

The first of Elite’s trio of arcade- ino bonus pump
fcensed games for ‘56 has arv.
their conversion of
Tohian's . plattormn. chalonger
Bombjack.
here | normally find the stan-
dard platform fare about as in
teresting as waiting for a
nightbus, Bombjack provides in-
centive o keep on playing. Each

o202

ing its easy. Its harder than the Abova right: Jack s ono the fthscroen —
coin op version ield overiooking a city at nigh.
I you haven't played the game
before let me set the scene. Jack ife, B a bonus and P freezes the flash he gets a i ey
Mickey Mouse. nasties. That's all the help he.
it- gets — there’s only one of each sl i iooks fus ke
per screen. The rest s down o. the orginal but | do hove a slight
mo: the colours
ftying casually around. ~ Jack flies when you press up clash. So at crucial times you're then 'm certainly looking for-
scroon ogressively_and hit the fr button but youll left squinting o find the odd ward o th est
more difficult to crack and there need to master the hovering bomb. The backgrounds are nice Mike Pattenden
a1 four levels worth. Gach e technidue 1 youte. gaing. 15 and colowrfu ber the e
You progress a leve the platform crack this game and get anything
set up has changed sightly and like decent scores.
fas it lends itself well to the pace of
helped in his task by system (who col- the game.
three coins. E gives him an extra_lects the bombs in the order they | must admit | didn't expect to




MEET OUR

CLUBG4 e g

AN INTERNATIONAL USER GROUP
FOR CBM64/1541 OWNERS

If you are a C64 (C128) user and you have a disk

ForC640rVIC20

drive or a modem you are invited to join CLUB64. FREE l
N

CLUBB4 is a unique user group and as one of our *AUTO FIRE MODE ~ EXTRA LONGLEAD

aims is to make quality Public Domain software *STABILIZING SUCTION PADS ~
available at the lowest possible cost every new *NOWFORTHE C16

member may order free of charge any 3 disks from
our excellent library.

Most disks feature between 10 and 30 programs. We
have one of the best general purpose (300 and 1200
baud) communications packages available for the
€64, a good cataloger disk, 6 COMAL disks, Disk
Utilities, Educational software, games, graphics,
music and tutorials.

Annual membership . .. £12 UK and Ireland. £15
Europe and £20 all other countries. We will accept
cheques and Postal Orders and it should be noted that
‘ when you order the free library disks we will cover
postage costs and supply the blank media.

Use the following online services to contact us.
COMPUNET IM2, PRESTEL (UK) . . .
113530045, MICRONET (Ireland) . . . 111201.

I SOURCE (USA) . . . BDE408, COMPUSERVE (USA)
‘ ..70117,715, TELECOM-GOLD . . . MAGB0012.

CLUB64, 85 UPPER DRUMCONDRA

ROAD, DUBLIN 9, IRELAND DIGITALDRUM
SYSTEM rormv: C64
S s o e o e oneY
MEGASAVE FANTASTIC SAVINGS etk .
MAIL ORDER ONLY e e e i . w8 b R
120 Tursomesors] | ARSI g OST P
550 fow Games 1 675 e e e
750 Finistones 5.95| el s ot (5 3 v e )
" ()
5 ot e s WAL W WoRDIQ
Super o [l £9.99 ov COM.DRUM SOFTWARE ONLY, TO WORK
o R P I ke WITH THE DIGITAL SOUND SAMPLER
Lo o g 750 i
Young Ones 638 tord e
G, e ges dl DIGITAL SOUND SAMPLING
e Holyood .. 150 Fobncl e e 730 Krons i &0 NOW FOR YOUR COMMODORE 64
425 ain 50 Eekia Gloe 75| . COMPLETE PACKAGE
785 Bladerunner £ e .50, 5
, sl > . 14999
i PR S AT 4 POST FREE
;g (FREE AUDIO (TV LEADY)
555 The Datel Sampler now brings you this
tochnology at asensiblo price!
T3] " I« s st e o e
815 ot o ey ey ot e i .
50 A IAmAC
£ T o o
750 < i . vt el oot
&1 £ St ks wih o v popony i
;.Sﬂ * A powerful saquencer weth drect mput and ediong.
. it s Mrfrr g, gt it irpone
Plase st dsc o lge sofwae requred. gk

e Forty 750 22305 750
Postage included U.K. Please state which micro. Fast Service.
end chequelPO to:
MEGASAVE, Dept, CU
49H Sutherland Street, Vicioria SW1.

USUALLY SAME DAY 4 creon
AL ORoERS. d




The event every Commodore Dotabast Eibrions

user is waiting for . . . g
w ‘ ’ I 7 - featuring the UK launch

of the fabulous Amiga
Champagne Suite and Friday
Exhibition Centre, Novotel,
H ith, London W6 9

10am- Zp

This is YOUR chance to see the very latest
developments for the ENTIRE Commodore range

Visit the 100-seat Show
Theatre, where non-stop
events will be held including
music from top groups

See the Amiga Village
with its continuous
demonstrations of the
first wave of software
for the sensational
machine Houw to get there:
Novotel Londonis right! byﬂuzM/M4nndlson\ylw0 minutes from
mersmith underground station (for the West End, City and
airport). For those bringing their own car, there is a large
underground car park at the hotel.

Tickets- £3(Adults),

£2 (Children under &l
(g e Tthoffcid  Cometo the show and
?5:'-‘.'??2‘:"::'?'”“"{’" Cxcommo dwc’ enter the FREE DRAW

SHOW HOTLINE: Allyou needto doisto cut this coupon out and
061-456 8835 T hand it in at the door when you arrive.

or write to: Compendim Commaios

Seventh Official PR |

Commodre Show i
ickef

= e

68 Chester Road, Nd octave keyboard, sound

Hazel Grove, PRIZE xpander and sound studio

Stockport SK7 5NY. software) worth £150. Tel. No.

cus
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Explore the World's most famous wreck
almost two mfles beneath the waves. Search
for the massive wealth of treasure that lies
inside her and.devise a plan to raise the entire

ship

Afast-action icon-driven graphic
adventure in which you explore the five levels
of the wreck, with more than 240 rooms, and
over 170 objects, the majority of which will be
found on the actual ship

Finance your expedition.
Attend press conferences.
Map the wreck.

Raise the Titanic!

’,

Available on the Commodore 64, Amstrad and 48|
SOFTWARE Electric Dreams Software, 31 Carlton Crescent Soumampmn Te\ 0703 229694




Screen Scene Screen Scene Screen Scene

Psi5 TRADING CO.
Commodore 64/128

Accolade Navigation Department Candidats

Price: £9.95/cass
£14.95/disk

The local inhabitants of the
recently colonised Parvian Fron
Their
quadrant of the galaxy is plagued
by pirates out to make a quick
buck by looting the freighters
which regularly visit the sector.
This is good news for the Psi5
Trading Company and for you as

pay almost anything for supplies.
Your job is to deliver the cargo on
time and in one piece, but a dif.
ficult time lies ahead.

As captain you don't actually

perform any of the menial tasks select candigate
like navigation, repairs and see personnel file
weaponry. Instead, the crew

iembers do it for you. My initial

% Broxxnagg has been solected as a crew member.

of a candidate’s qualifications, depths of space. Your captain's under attack the enemy ships

going to be me | thought. But you strengths and weaknesses are console consists of a view must be scanned and locked on
provided in an on-screen report screen on the left, communica- to before you can give the com

complete with photo paperclip- tions screen on the right, on mand to attack them. If you are

ped to the top corer. which the crew members ap- being attacked by more than one

the other people on the ship that  Not all the hopefuls are pear, other ship’s instru- party you must decide which one

have the fun, you are in com- humanoid, some are protty mentation below and, at the bot. You want the crew to pay most
strange looking creatures and tom, a window used for status atiention to

Your frst job as commandor is some are_droids. Take Boris.  reports. Similary, no skirmish is likely

to handpick the band of Borisis 47 year old Jargonian, Commands are issued 1o the 10 take piace without a lttle

dedicated men and women that an expert on the GX75 laser can- crew by means of amenu usedin damage being done to your own
are about to follow you — pro- non and pretty good with sonic combination with the joystick. ship. You must order the repairs
bably to their death! There are missiles not to mention the M26 So to set the ship in motion you department to allocate droids to
five vacancies to be filled, battle thermos. The basic ideais select Nav, then acc, then each section of the ship to carry
weapons, scanning, navigation, to pick a crew that will work choose the speed. When several out the necessary maintenance.
engineering, and repairs. You get together as a team. commands need to be issued _Sometimes excruciating deci
to choose between six can-  Once you have assembled a they are each allocated a priority. Sions must be made as 1o
didates for each post. Full details crew, it's off into the farthest For example when you come whether to give priority t0 a

system or your fading shields.
During one game | succeeded

in Kkilling off the navigator pretty

early on by ignoring his pleas for

me prerecorded messages about
the ship’s status. That's what |
cal loyalty

graphics are really_ex
cellent. Although there’s nothing

crew they appear on the screen
fully animated. Mouths, arms,
eyes, hair and even tendrils
move as do some
background features.

Ken McMahon

Graphies X X XKk
ound % X K X
Toughness X Xk k
Staying Power X Xk Xk
Value kK XX

The navigator scanning the galaxy. Take a tip from me — look out for this member of your crew.

COMMODORE USER 29
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ARK PANDORA The High Priest has a heavy dora avoids this obsolescence

gang of soldiers, guards, with a neat tick — a Screen

Commodore 64128  vackers, bandits, and mercen- Designer.

Rino Marketi aries in his employ and even a  This enables you to move the
ino Marketing warlock in a certain location.  scenery around a little bit. It's
ice: i The icons come into it to pretty time-consuming, and

Price: £6.95/disk enable you to pick up and use the doesn’t appear to alter the

items you need as you explore. gameplay very drastically. It's a
craze marche: ity that it wasn't

he jcon
Alligata's latest offering uses the d

jora t it is not just you sophisticated — it could have

fittle picture symbols to imple- against all the nasties. given Ark Pandora a real advan
t-commands in their island  There are also allies that you tage over dozens of arcade ad:

aduenture tale can enlist to help in your quest. ~ventures that have preceded it

You play the part of a pirate The condemned man at the Again on the plus side you can
Wha has been released from the gallows, the fisherman, hermit, save old games and take up from
island prison by the natives to witch, and prisoner in the where you left ch a
hefp?them defeat the evil High dungeon will help you in some useful feature in tough games of
the tyrant keeping them way — usually by giving you. this type.

something to achieve a task. Musically the game has two
Luckily, those years in a tiny ~Weapons-wise you are armed excellent original pieces on it
cell did not prevent you from with discs and studded balls Not quite in the Galway/Hubbard
keeping fit. Which was fortunate which you an can lob at the class — but still very good.

e you will need all your nasties. This is a well planned and
acrobatic ability and skill throw-  Your acrobatic ability has satisfying game to play with
ing and catching to complete already been noted — it's most good quality sound and graphics.
your quest. useful aspect i the pirate somer- Richard Bradbury.

In true arcade adventure style sault, despite its rather clumsy

the game is divided up into a animation. Graphics % % %

number of sub-plots. Youhaveto  The game has no less than ound ¢ % % k-

find objects to enable you to per. ninety-four locations — with fai- Toughness ok Kk

form certain tasks. For example Iy impressive graphics in most | Staying Power % k K

the crucifx is required o kil the  cases. Volue sk kX

priest, the net to catch the fer.  On of the main faults of ar

ret, the ferret, to find tho key, a ‘cade adventures is that they

witch's amulet 1o trade for the tend to be pretty worthiess once

eagle. You get the idea — so | you have cracked them. Ark Pan: PING PONG

won't give. away any  more Commodore 64/128

Ocean

Price: £8.95/disk

This s yet another release from
Imagine/Konami  range

soems to pump out a game
month currently. Though not

like Green Beret and Hyper
Sports.
To begin with it's one of those
10ad and play games which don't
entail you sitting down with
dictionary and magnifying glass
to decipher a lot of fidiculous
scene setting and instructions.
Ping Pong loads quickly and as
s00n as it's up and running you
can get stuck in.

Controls are simple and the
game can be quickly leamt
Learnt, note, not mastered. The

another table tennis player) and
starts swiping balls all over the
shop.

It took me nearly an hour to
beat the thing on level one. No
s00n had | started dancing round

lcons and arcade
action combined in Ark Pandora.

theless once you learn to adjust
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ac's this, Mike ‘Mot Shots” Pactenden,
1.2 oo ovat 3. W o Skt B
e, B e Tl S A Bl s

for the change in speed at each
level Ping Pong isn't unbeatable,
though level five stil eludes me.

Little has changed from the ar.
cade original. On loading you are
presented with a typical Ocean

and your're straight into the

action.
Graphically it's very nice if

the ball very stylishly. It's the
ovearent o1 the” bkttt
shadowing which realy make
this game so thoroughly en-
et i

The gameplay itself is good
fast stuff though there could

changing the timing of the stroke
(plenty of practice needed for
that) you can influence the angle
of stroke.

The game is filled throughout
with bleeping noises and smart
little sound effects. The sound of
a ping pond ball tapping ightly on

crowd cheering which sounds

like a flock of seagull
P Eov o massy e
game. If you
bkl sl e
seant 10 go looking around for
anything e
Mike Pattenden

Graphics X A Ak
Sound A XKk
ess XK KK

Sl-ymg o
Value_k %k % %

i Ashie Trosblood has st flaored the sty Viing

— and quite right too we say.

BOUNCES
Commodore 64/128
Beyond

Price: £9.95/cass

Beyond claim Bounces to be the

Anyway you are either, "Erik the
Red"” or “Sir Ashley Trueblood!
Erik being a rather fierce looking
Viking and Sir Ashiey a gallant

knight in shining armour.
The game is played in the
which looks

““Goals (which look more like
holes) _above warrior's

i

by
Gvorcmw bbar bond! — cthar.
wise known as a “Plas-flex
wire which will pull you to the

fall down and to lose precious

mbatants are equipped
with personalised body armour

which dossn't eally hep to pro-
tect. Your war wears

Tl ot with i £oe-caps’
which help against the force of
the plas-flex-wire (not very suc-
cessfully)

Al this is given to you by your
sponsor which is either *“Viking
= Syrihi Corp” or “Kright
Techni — Corp” depending on
who you choose to

I your right hand. you hold

snatcher”” for _catching
throwing the “Low — Grav

Slugdomium _spher
means ball in plain Enghsh) (e
ball snatcher looks like one of

object of the game is to
score more points than your op-
ponent in a three minute bout —
ninety seconds each way. There
are various ways of scaring
points. The highest scoring
method is to shoot the ball in
your opponent’s goal. Or you can
play dirty by either walloping
them with your ball snatcher or
firing the ball at them, you can
also dodge the ball by jumping or
ducking.

Aol s scdose S B

wn they
o v T el o
game you will probably notice
that something is missing
variety perhaps?

The game is not really bad, but

t laoks any sort of 8 challenge,

ce you have completed the
firet lovel you won ¢ rally wart
to continue playing despite the
fact that there are five skill
levels. Maybe they should have
five different opponents instead.

heavens for arcade conversions.
Ferdy Hamilton

*AK

d *k
KKK
*

*k




1BUY C+VG EVERY MONTH. IT
COVERS ALL COMPUTERS.
THERE’S MORE GAMES REVIEWS,
BETTER COMPETITIONS, FREE
POSTERS. GREAT HINTS & TIPS
AND THE BESTADVENTURE
COLUMN IN THEWORLD...OH
ANDIT’S GOT MY PICTUREINIT!

BIG RED CAN'T BE WRONG. COMPUTER & VIDEO
GAMES. THE BIGGEST SELLING GAMES MAG

IN THE WORLD.

ON SALE 15th OF EVERY MONTH.

MMODORE 64 ® TRANSFER ALL MAJOR TURBOS ® AUTOMATIC ® NO USER KNOWLEDGE

LOOK AT DOSOFT’S NEW OFFERINGS
AND SEE WHAT’S IN THEM FOR YOU

‘The best transfer utility of the lot’
k. Your 64 ﬂ DnsktoTape Plus

FUVAGAVH ON @

e iy il
e Do

Fequired ® Trnsfcrred programs
independently 3 Turbo specd wit
Sercen and siipey bonder @ Double
Va e KBS

Ao mandics KbSand £9%

How to get yi
of Megarans Allproga
o Didr Tape o ot 31 o0 S SAE ol drior 050
) o All Theee 4 529,99 heQUEPO for fast despatch 10
DoSoft (Dept U

Sy o i " Blckpool FY2 OE " You'll Do it Better

Protessonal Disk o Tape and MegaTape. UK posgeinclded. Europ add 755 &
atonly £39.99 inge e, Ovcines 3 51 50 for it with DoSoft

@ DISK TO DISK @ DISK TO TAPE ® TAPE TO TAPE ® TAPE TO DISK

FAST DISK FILE COPY ® FAST FORMAT



jame conversions
in all the rage-
: con-
been pumping them out
signed thei® deal with
\ear. Green Berets
‘the latest in the ine and possibly
biggest-
e object

m
the game is 10

ow in @ com-
. In conjunction
i we've got
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THE GREAT GREEN

BERET GIVEAWAY
WIN THE ARCADE
MACHINE!

Don't tell us you've never wanted to own an
arcade machine — we just wouldn’t believe you.
Just think about it planted in the corner of your
bedroom whispering ‘play me, play me." You'd
never have to look down the back of an
armchair for lost 10p pieces again. Be the envy
of your friends, charge admission, go without
sleep for days on end.

We've rummaged around in Imagine’s garage
and come up with their Green Beret coin op. To
win it, all you have to do is answer the
ridiculously easy questions and the tiebreaker
we've set below.

The winner gets the chance to visit the
illustrious offices of Commodore User to receive
his or her prize (if we haven't worn it out by
then), get a bagful of shiny 10p pieces and
meet the dazzling CU team. Also on offer are
30 runners-up prizes of the game itself.

The Questions

1) What does Konami mean?
a. Technology
b. Konami has no meaning
c. Raw fish

2] Which game from the three below was not
an Imagine/Konami arcade conversion?

a. Ping Pong

b. World Series Baseball

c. Comic Bakery

3) What was Konami's first arcade release?
a. Asteroids
b. Defender
c. Block Game

Name

Address.

Answers: 1 2 3.

Tie Breaker: What original 64 game do you think would be the most successful coin-op. and why?

-

Send this coupon (or a copy) to: Green Beret Competition, Commodore User, Priory Court, 30-32 Farringdon Lane,

London EC1R 3AU. Competition closes 15th May.
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rr.p- £RE 16/Plus &

COMMS

* Also available
“DEFENCE 16” ... Commodore 16/Plus 4 rrp. £7.95

“Planet Earth has been invaded by a super intelligent alien force from a far
distant galaxy.
Can you penetrate their defences and destroy the Landers before they mutate,
blast the Pods which turn into heat seeking Swarmers and zap the Vaks and
Mine Layers.
With 255 lightning attack waves at 9 levels only the strongest will survive to
defend and save Earth — yet again !

*THE ADVENTURES OF BOND ... BASILDON BOND
Commodore 64/128 r.r.p. £9.95
Starring RUSS ABBOT
featuring BASILDON BOND, COOPERMAN & BLUNDERWOMAN

Wiatch this space for more NEW RELEASES for the
Commodore 16/Plus4... coming soon

4
1 ) 155 MITCHAM ROAD, LONDON SW17. Tel: 01-672 9179

(i I . I o Selected titles available from
W_H. Smith @1.\*.””“; all good software retailers
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TOM THUMB Jump over the man with the nasty stick and walk across the bridge.
Commodore 16 and
Plus 4 1009 \n‘l L3
Anirog Software K. u.s
Price: £6.95/disk 2000

As 1 recall it the story goes
Something ke this. Once upon a

time there lived in the middle of a
big forest a lonely old couple.

Then, one day, as if to answer
their dreams Mrs Thumb found a
little boy. On returning from her
weekly trip to the supermarket
on the edge of the forest, she
was unpacking the shopping and

This is a game where in.
The tomb consists of a truly ~discriminate blasting won't help
him in @ computer game and amazing 178 screens of pretty — in fact there's no shooting in
him Tiddles it'll confuse the cat"”. we'l “All impressive hi-res graphics. | volved at all
yway, 1o cut a long story then”’, said Mr Thumb didn't geta look at everyone, sol  The secret is to manoeuver
suppose we'll just have to take your way around the obstacles.
at's how Tom Thumb Anirog’s word for it that they all This is just as well because the
came to feature in a C16 game. ~exist monsters are so cute | d
during a dull bit in Dallas, Mrs  The game itself is fun to play  As Tom is moved around the think | would have felt comfor
Thumb tumed from the televi- as well as providing quite a detail scrolls away behind him. ~table blasting them into obiivion
sion and said to her husband challenge even to highly skiled This gives the impression that  There's something peculiarly
anything p myself. Tom has you really are in a large maze and _unthreatening about
is preferable to the kind of game
know many Manilo (sounds more lie a Philip- where the whole screen is
other fifteen year olds that are pino dictator than an Egyptian redrawn when you reach the
three inches tall, but apart from ruler) to try and lay his hands on edge. Once you have the knack of
that he seems to be a fairly nor- the Pharaoh’s fabulous wealth. Each section of the maze has squeezing past them, you can
mal lad And who can blame him, after it's bunch of monsters to be pick up a key which opens a door
I think we should sell him to.a _being sold down the river by his dealt with as well as a few en- on other parts of the maze and
software house. They can put parents like that’ Vronmentol hasards ke crumbl.  eventually to-the tressure.
ing walkways and laser beams. the way there are little treasure
chests to collect which give you
points and an incentive to reach
Hi- So the final goal,

§°8 1009 E “Tom Thumb s  game it's hard
yus

] not 10 lke. The idea is good and
20000 it's been very wall put togethe,
the graphics and sound are both

excellent
Ken McMahon

Graphics % X Ak
Sound Xk kK

Toughness >k kX X
Staying Power K K Xk
Value X Xk k

Anirog are resly beginning to
make the running in the C16
games.

Stop Press. If you thought Tom

e look like a smash. Catch a full
fom Thumb has review innext month's
I 0 negotiate the crosses before going anywhers vextmonth’s CU
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REACH FOR THE SKY
C16 and Plus/4
Gremlin Graphics
Price: £6.95/cass

1 had high hopes for this game.
ks ewty i Eadmsiatisoue

this,
Reach For The Sky can be
played either with a joystick or

toresti
To begin with you are given a @ The bomber sprays a line across the s
status rating, which for novices hat's ifficut o avord.

is robin. Then you're thrown appear at the top of the screen rewarded with extra guns. The attimes be extremely difficult,
unceremoniously into the ‘com- and make their way, shooting, increased opportunity for Survive for long enough and
bat zone’. Your plane, pre- towards the bottom. You have to _creating mayhem made the game you graduate from robin to buz.
sumably a Spitfire, is positioned shoot back while at the same a ittle more exciting 2ard status. If you can maintain
at the bottom of the screen. It time dodging out of the way of  Other diversions which liven interest there are another six
can be manouevred left and right ~the bullets as well as the enemy  things up are the bombers which levels to follow. | must admit to

scross th”scraun. or Up snd.planasyou missed appear from the bottom of the becoming bored very  quickly
& o o conmeres, Yo o en bons o evry i e Qg n e apposte i e il rtonc
This s allvary wall i you have 8 avisor ut out of businoss ot directon 0 verything s You shaot‘am ' o
jovstck. But f you're using the. well a5 bonus points for shaoting have 10 1ot i with - hatey ber "Ken MeMahon
Keys then you'll robably have to_ down the bise. squadron. The. rage 1 b hemm down
limit yoursel to lof, right and. blus squadron — a ozen or S0 the. meantime. thar tallgumers Grapies XKk
fire. Anything more gets confus- planes flying in formation — ap- return your fire. The enemy Sound
ing, not to mention very trng. _pears. on sach level o fiven fightors e il pouring down on Toughness Kok

In case you hadn't guesed by things up a little. When | shat you whie al thi is geing on 3o |  Sring Power XX
now hordos. of enemy fighters. them down on level one | was hokiing on 10 your fou Toes ca Velve_ X X

GHOST TOWN game cver will. It was also treasure. Now n-nn-ninetoen to work out and the same goes
cheaper. Does the game have roams isn't the kind of number for the other problems in- the
Commodore C16 and o™ 3o sortay surmisingy: et makos you brosk oik s+

lus|4 ves. sweat at the propsect of crack-  Some rely on sheer good luck,
The blurb, in the usual fashion, ing it. When combined with the like the room with four doors at
Anco Software tells you that long ago Belegro general lack of complexity you'd the end, three of which lead to
) g the Wizard cast a spell that turn- _expect that to be a serious snake pit. Once you've worked
Price: £555’m5k ed a prosperous little town intoa drawback, but | enjoyed it this outyou don’t make the same

shost iown. Before leaving to. nonetnless. mistake again
Whats he connecton between take up his new job wih the _Yourcomguter counterparis 2 There afe ono or two screens
{13s game and th last singlo by Bt Governmont, ha 100k spite’ man whoos. nbe. and. thatve om e o ecee
The Specisls? Well, Fm sort o overything of value and stored 1t features feman totaly statc than memta 2y, A pulsatng
disspoint you, but there 't in one room even when he's moving. Each laser beam to dodge past and

The Specials record  You must work your way  scieen i a simple maze mads up sven une. ssider. ors  Terme
featured better sound and soldinthrough the game's rinstoenof bricks with the odd bush dot- Thumb_puts in a guest
far greater numbers than this rooms to find Belegro and the ted here and there. Clues must appearance.
be solved and objects collected Looking at the hard evidence,
from each screen in order to Ghost Town doesn't have a lot
progress. going for it. The graphics and
For example, in the first screen _plot are simple, inane even, but
there is a flower on a bush which for some strange reason | found
imust be picked. Before you can playig it auits enjoyable (but
Ed).

® You're in a dead-end — or are you?

secateurs. The  secatours. e porincod. gamers. the m.. is
be

t
though, and unless you use a lad- pleted over a dozen screens in-
Ilbe prickl- side a couple of hours.

o010 death i th attempt (point Ken McMahon

o seathod the key is hid
den on another screen.

If it all sounds dreadfully com-
plicated the only reassurance |
can offer is that it isn't. The
above takes about five minutes

Graphics

Sound
Toughness
Staying Power







1TE
CASSHiSK

EATURING
4 built-in 18-hole championship
courses in both “3D AND PLAN VIEW”
Wentworth Old Course e The Belfry
Sunningdale e Royal St Georges
0“““\\:‘,\\

% out

X

-‘-\
2
A

MUS -ttt ki VARIABLE FEATURES INCLUDE:~
P An easy to use Construction Set ¢ SaveHandicap feature—as you
enabling you to build and play on improve so does your handicap

<
owi 6\"\02‘):@
anycourseintheworldoran g;g“‘gfgﬁﬁgég;’é?ﬁ;i‘;‘"e eée o <
imaginary one of your own design in o Cholesolettic «\\'& &*‘5\2\&9@0
“3D AND PLAN VIEW” e eorihabail Wt oo
)
ji° Upto4 players ® Strength of shot &
» Save game feature >

| PLUS YOUR CHOICE OF PRACTICE MODE/TOURNAMENT PLAY OR MATCH PLAY
il . SOUNDS AUTHENTIC?ITIS :
GET YOUR COPY OF 'THE GOLF CONSTRUCTION SET’ NOW

Special

competition!
Win £500 worth

of golf equipment,

(or cash equivalent).
Full decails with cassette or disk.

ariola:i|

HIGH PERFORMANCE PROGRAMS




Commodore 64 Chart

Chart
Chat

A quick Uridium-break
while we bring you this

straight in at Number
One in the General and
the 64 chart. So the
plain 'n’ simple shoot
‘em up isn't dead — at
least not if it's as slick
and classy as Uridium
And now it's over to
Mr. Angry for a Chart
gripe. The dirty tricks
brigade at certain ‘ma-
jor' softwarehouses
are going to change the
way the Chart is put
together so as to dis-
qualify the budget
cheapo games, from
the likes of Master-
tronic and many more.
Now we all know
that £2 games (espec-
ially Mastertronic’s)
sell faster than fish and
chips in Blackpool, 50
excluding them will
distort and falsify the
chart. If the £10
games merchants can't
compete with cut-price
operations, they
should give up and
start selling knitting
patterns — and not
change the rules to suit

Mr Puniverse Mastertronic

% Big Mac Mastertronic
N TR
T Winter Olympics Tynesoft

TG rornt or smtr e

Rock Man Mastertronic
(1) | Tutti Fruti Mastertronic
Q] Bvx Racers Mastertronic

L0 T
m €16 Classics Il Gremlin Graphics

Uridium Hewson

lu] Yie Ar Kung Fu Ocean
I Ty
QN commando Eite
3o o iminr e
QW 0ve Man and His Droid  Mastertronc

Do [oacopomb———ion |
QY o Ocean

D Jsror oo
WD Hyversports Ocean




HE FINAL CARTRIDGE

THE FIRST OUTSIDE OPERATING

UTILITY
OF THE YEAR
1985

NEW FINAL

CARTRIDGE
INCLUDING
FREEZER

\\Y

SYSTEM FOR THE CBM 64 *

This new operating system built in a cartridge
does not use any memory and is always there.

Compa:

DISK TURBO - 6 times faster loading -
& times faster saving.

s and control codes
(important for listings)

SCREEN DUMP FAGILITIES - of ow

and programs like Doodle, Koala pad,
Printshop etc. Searches autgmatily for
the memory-address of the Picture.

Special version avadamp for the CBM
801 and 803 pri

24K EXTRA RAM FOR BASIC-
PROGRAMS AVAILABLE: Two new
ds . Memory read”, ., Memory
write”. They move 192 bytes with
machinelanguage-speed anywhere in the
64K Ram of the CBM 64. Can be used
with strings and variables.

BASIC 4.0 COMMANDS - ke Dioad
Dsave, Dappend, Catalog, et

ASIC TOOLKIT - with Auto, Renum
(lncl Goto and Gosub), Find, Help, Old,

* works with C128 in the 64 mode

le with 98% of all programs.

.

‘il muclour full page scroen
dornp pint

PREPROGRAMMED FUNCTION
VS: - Run, Load, Save, Catalog, Disk
mmands, List (removes all list
protections).

KEYBOARD EXTRA'S - Allows you 1o

listings; move cus
corner. Pokes and Syscalls in Hex. Typ.
command operates your printer as a
typewriter

COMFORTABLE EXTENDED ML.
MONITOR: - with relocated load
scrolling up and down. Bankswitching.
etc. - does not reside in memory.

RESET SWITCH: - resets to monito
resets with old, resets to Hi-res printing,
resets every protected program.

ON/OFF SWITCH - we hope you never
need that one.

FREEZER

Tops and continues almost ever
Bropra g allows Yos 1o ks a total
back up to disk or tape automatically.

Specs: Creates one file on disk o tape.
Packs the program
z05 410 6 times faster than
cated fro

Freezer options include:
full page printin
fore- and background colour changes
reverse printing
jumps to monitor or reset
Training mos
i apete sobsion detection
14 Days money
back guarantee
are 12 Months repla-
dissatisfied. cement guarantee.

& e U.K. ORDERS Ava\l«ble by the we\lknuwn
i} Rceaner

copyrignt and ragistered rademark HAP computars

ox CM
hone: 6376 - 51 1

Welrasrshocnt 358 5065 W Roterdam ‘Neiharand. Tal 01031 - 10231962 Talex 26401 a intx i




Q. What is Game Killer?

A A revolutionary powerful cartridge that now lets you play all those
impossible games without being killed!

Walk fearlessly through gunfire, disaster and danger without a scratch.
Sounds difficult.

I¥'s simple. Just plug it in the back of your computer and press a button.
You mean | can play my games all the way fo the end.

I don't believe it!

Yes — incredible but true! It works on all those thousands of games with
sprite collision.

Sounds like science fiction! | suppose it’s available in 2001

1¥'s her

I'll believe it when | see it!

Exactly, so why don’t you go fo your local

computer shop.

»0»0 » OPO

The Robrek Gamekiller is available from ll good
computer dealers

Enquires to Rebtek formerly known os Robcor) Lid,
36 Morket Place, Falloden Way, London NW11 6P
Telephone: 01-209 011

Potent and copyright applied for




SPACE ESCORT
C16 and Plus/4
Atlantis

Price: £2.99/cass

As you will have no doubt notic
ed in the software charts and
computer stores, good
quality software is on the up and
up. And sbout time too. not allus

odore users are
Rockataters

PANIK

C16 and Plus/4
Atlantis
Price: £2.99/cass

Panik is a bargain basement plat.
form and ladders game. Cheap
software is all very well and good
but these days people want
quality as well and Panik is a bit
short on that.

a chubby little
character with a red flat cap. The
idea is to smash the monsters

who share your platform — over
the head with a large shovel
conveniently placed in  your
hand.

First of all you dig a hole for the
unsuspecting nasties. Once they.
fall into it you have just a few
seconds to whack them on the
head with your shovel to finish
them off.

If you are not quick enough,
the monsters turn into what look

through the platform and make
hem fall through two levels to
Kl them,

If you fail again then the sack
tums into a green, long-legged

Well done Atlanisfo introduc
ing Space Escort tou
Tast, 8adictive
characteriti of those great ar
cade shoot ‘em ups.
The inlay card describes the
menacing Space Craft that bloy

your ship to_smithereens as
Space Fiies, Spheroids, Xethus
Spirals, Griga Kamikaz, Laser

Kamikaz, Asteroids and Mother
Ships. A bit of a mouthful for us
lesser beings.

The idea of the game is to

monster which takes three lovels
to be killed. This is where things
really get difficult because whilst

your oxygen supply s running
ut. What do you do? Panic —
well that's the name of the
game. As you progress from
level 10 level some ers
have already tumed into sacks
and_ long I monsters —

thoughtful of them isn't it?

The game is really not too bad,
but when you finish a level, the
next level i virtually the same. A
bit disappointing after all that
hard work. What a pity that
Atlentis didn't put a bit more
time and effort into producing
what could have been a fast and
addictive game.

1f you are really desperate for a
version of Panik for your C16
then this will just about fit the

it for a decent
ders game then look elsewhere
— check out Tom Thumb for
example.

James Pickering

Graphies Xk k.
*

Toughness
Staying Power
Value

nice s
o e oy of s Sl B

crolling

quide a liner through space
avoiding the waves of aliens.
You are given 10 lives and oh
boy will you need them, especial-

hen you are bombarded by
some of the weird and wonderful
sounding aliens.

help you with your task, the
finer you are escorting has been
given shields — White = 0,
Green = 2, Blue = 3, and Red =
4 ormore. If you manage to glide
your liner through space to the
planet, you are awarded a bonus

You've just
boen robbec
by a nasty.

H

only real criticism | can
make s the explosions, they real-
ly do take t00 long to disappear.
It's a bit annoying when you are
being attacked by

s you because an ex
plosion is covering it

A feature | found most useful
was being able to ““continue old
game"". Great when you are on
your last fife and a surprise at.
tack blasts your ship out of
recognition, you just start that
particular phase again.

Congratulations to Atlantis for

a highly entertaining shoot ‘em
hich, at only £2.99, does
make you wonder how some

companies have the nerve to ask
for up to £7 for their inferior

games.
James Pickering
Graphics %k kK
ound k% %
Toughness &k k k.
Staying Power Kk k-
Value 5k 3k >k %
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Bongo — typical platform fare
with the novelty of a transporter
ind a redesigner.

to jump around. The thing is,
BONGO your hero has an enormous nose
C16 and Plus/4 and 50 do the nasties. So why

Bongo? | can only conclude that

Anco
Price: £6.95/cass C16's memory. Rumaurs of o

Stuck for a game in the middle of e woman is displayed
the jungle, Anco had a bad idea somewhere top left and you
and called it Bongo. Well the have to reach her, first collecting
advert for Umbongo jungle juice some baubles on the way. The
goes something like that graphics are solid and chunky
anyway. Actually though, the which is a real pity because |
‘game comes from Germany and _hate the sight of  pair of pixely.
es.

Gertz, who sounds like an  Otherwise expect all the nor
obscure elektromusician. mal features of a platform game.
he cover alone was incentive The only novelty is that you can
enough to load up the game and  redesign the screen slightly to
investigate. It comes with a create a bit of variety when
woman displaying a bit of leg you've cracked the first layout
e high point of the whole
balancing on a step ladder. It cor- thing is the so-bad-it's-good rip
tainly conjured up all sorts of dir-  off of Jan Hammer's duffo Miami

as in my mind. Unfor- Vice soundirack. I you like plat-
tunately the only truthful ele-  form games, fine. It eft me cold.
ment of the packshot i the step Mike Pattenden
fadder. It’s a platform ga

Further investigation led me to Graphics K KK
wonder why the hellt was called Sound %
Bongo at all. In the game your Toughnoss ok Kk

10 can use the words which | Staying Power
are spelt out around the screen Value

CCOMMODORE USER 47
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Borks Il

BERKS TRILOGY
C16 and Plus/4
Price: £6.95]

k

The Berks games were first
roviewsd sbout & yser ago in
Commodore User when ft wasn't
trendy to review C16 games

e amongst the first to
bring out half-decent games for
the baby Commodore and now
they have done it again by com.
ing up with one of the first
compilations.

Here is what our reviewer had
to stay about Berks I, Il and Ill
when they were first launched.
Berks 1. *“The Berks — robots to
You and me — are infesting your
monitor screen. Destroy them
using your ‘terror tank’
have a major advantage in that
the Berks can't fire back, or
perhaps they are just 100 stupid.

They do have their faithful
drones for protection though

touch and you're dead. You can
stun them by firing at them, but
only temporarily. If you can ex.
terminate them all before running
oo gy, ososig 9 e
lives you go to the next screen
Which e Juat thet b harder W

more Berks for your bucks, probably the best of the three.

it's arcade action you're after
you could do a lot worse than
Berks.

ing drones from Berks | does lttle
to enliven a basically lukewarm

Prosontation Kk Kk Berks W, “Berks Il is without

Skill level 5k 5k k doubt the best of the bunc}
nterest &k k S0 e et et Ml
Value XKk inner sanctum and_steal the
source of their power — hoards

of treasure.
On the way keys must be col
lected from each room. A more.
difficult task than it sounds, as
each key is surrounded by a bar.
. Wearing rier of protective blocks, through

shades and gold medallions try to which a path must be blasted.
thwart your efforts by repainting  To add o your  problems,
your work. Blast these with Your  hordes of Berks and their faithful
fast action, high velocity, belt- homing drones are in hot pursut
mounted laser cannons’ You start with a generous five
lives and can gain an additional

Berks I
games where you have to score

“This is one of those

Presentation kX
only a pair of Raybans to protect SN I
themselves

The re-appearance of the hom:

48 COMMODORE USER

four by collecting the various
hearts dotted around the place.

of frantic action and
certainly the most fun I've had
with my C16 so far’

Prosentation

*k Kk

Skilllevel Xk

Interest % %
Value 5k k

Conclusion.
Two excellent games, and one
50-50 one, all round & must for
€16 and Plus/4 games nuts.

Berks mastermind John Williams

blasting away in the CU office.




“ WIN ATOMY VERBOT

s if Major Blink didn’t
have enough to worry
about. With all those
Berks rampaging

around the circuits of his C16

causing all sorts of mayhem he
also has a pesky Tomy Verbot ad-
ding to his aggravation.

In case you haven't heard of
Verbots they are darned clever
mini robots manufactured by the
Zoids people — Tomy.

They will obey spoken com-
mands such as turn left, right and
reverse, even picking up and drop-

ping objects — and all activated
by your voice. Clever stuff, eh, but
what has it got to do with Berks?

Well that's for you to decide
and, if you can come up with a
good story line we will reward
your imagination with a Verbot of
your very own

CRL's resident artist, lan Ellory,
has drawn a cartoon strip featur-
ing Major Blink, and the Verbot.
All you have to do is write the cap-
tions to fill the speech bubbles.

The best entry will receive a
Tomy Verbot and a copy of the

WMATOR BLINKS
| LABORATORY. ..

Berks trilogy. There are also
twenty-five runners-up prizes of
the game itself.

Name ...

Address

Commodore
, 30-32 Farringdon Lane,
London EC1R 3AU.

S
Berks Competi
User,

RN =
V4

4

4

&
3
fa

;
” Now!!
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'US Hotline US Hotline US Hotline US Ho

The next ime that oher person
logs onto the system, he'll se

this on his screen — “Y YoU
ELECTRONIC MAIL
WAITING". He taps a few keys

message for the next time I log
on. Assuming that we both check
our mail frequently, E-mail is a
ot faster and cheaper than the
old paper and cavlope kind of

More than 200 milon pieces
of E-Mail were sent last year in
this country, and they're predic-

Big Thing

According fo our Man in Manhattan,
computer games are dying a death
Stateside. So just what's replacing them as
the next reason to use a computer?

Dan Gutman reports

Hey, I went to a wild party last_with every 128, plus a two makes sense, maybe more sense Prised if electronic mail were to
night. Paul J. was there. So were month trial subscription to than regular software. For one eventually make regular mail
Cupcake, Don W. Boomer, Man- QuanvumLmk hey're aiming thing, sofiware costs a lot of obsolete.

dy D. and dozens of other peo- to sign up every one of the 3.5 money and most of us can’t af- Of course, telecommunica-
milion Commodore users in this ford (o g0 out and buya new pro- tions has its down side. The
country (there are six million gram every week. When you go technology is young and there
worldwide). on-line, you only pay for rime. 3¢ problems that have to be
Bmunv QuantumLink is a More importantly, when yow're Worked out. The biggest pro-
communicating over a telephone ~blem is security. There’
line, it doesn’t matter what e data flying around over those
of computer you're using. Bhone ines, and some people are

|

messages, 1

GompuServe; the Jirgio ‘OF 08 anything else. _
information networks _here. The sheer diversity of wh cvmpmers and stealing money,
About a dozen of us were tapped from the ma]or soﬁ\wn com- you can do on-line is stagges falsifying records, and wiping

»
%
S
if
2
(i
g8
33
g
52
TR TR ) e

panies, and access thousands of You can read the latest o out data — just or the fun e
free “public domain” programs. news hot off the wire — ever Last year a group
QlLink, as it’s called, has before it hnls mg i B Jersey tecnagers were reted
ments on our screens at the same already thrown contests for its  televi year for using their home computers
time. St i had themn pardicipate. Grolir . put. theis Acadcmlc to actually shift the orbits of
e was just ke being at aral in public opinion poll. And if American severa
you've got a technical question line. Instead of lugging around satelites i space! Fun is fun,
mm c mmodore equipment, all 21 volumes, you can just tap but there’s such a thing as going
there’s always an expert on hand into your computer when you 00 fas
puter, you don’t even have to get to answer it for you — just like want to look something up.
dressed at all. jour Tommy’s Tips. The system  There are shopping networks
Is _tclecommunications very started in November and at lastchat allow you to browse, select,
big over here? You bet, these count they already had 10,000 purchase, and even pay for new
electronic parties are becoming subscribers. Oh, one other products’ without leaving the 2
| more and more popular as feature on QuantumLink — my house. Handicapped people are
d

5, 3 they say, syndicatcd newspaper column s taking college courses and sen- The recent disastr of the Space
About 25% of all on it. ding thelr - Bomework elec _Shunle Challager bl ceand a

£
computer owners in the US own tronically to their professors ewed interest in shuttle
v
And there’s

s,
| modems, and _we're _quickly Banks are setting up systems that sxmulxnon programs over here.
Two

discoyering the joys of “apping allow people to pay their bills ‘ em are on the market
in,” “logging on,” and turning and move their money with theis roject: Space - Station
in, usualylat a ight when the more Somputers, The list 1 cndless. (HesWare, 390 Swife A, #14
| phone rates go QuantumLink is only one of There are even a few services San Francisco, California 94080)

n this side of the Adantic, a hundreds of nets in the US. that bring together people to and Shurle Designer (Simpletec,
e CompuServe claims more than share their sex fantasies from the 1852 Century Place, Suite 130,
¢ 200,000 subscribers, while there privacy of their keyboards. s 2 Atlants, Georgia 30345). Both
are other nets that people are candy store out there, and it programs are available for the
that finally gives the it gy g out of their living rooms won't even rot your teeth. mmodore 64 and involve
on the street a re: a for a few computer owning building, staffing, equipping,
| Computerin bis home, friends,
Unlike QuantumLink, most of Electric
the nets charge by the minute.
The longer you're on the line, Letters
the more you pay. It can get
pretty expensive. An hour on I thinke one of the best uses of you see it advertised on sleazy
(/ummndnu is the first haldwzr: CompuServe costs $6, and that’s telecommunications is electronic late night television commer-
when the rates are low. Already mail (we call it “E-Mail”). If
ere are cases of people becom- you're not familiar with i, elec-
ing addicted and spend their en- tronic mail works like this — I of the original cost — just about
tire life savings on telecommuni- log onto a network and type in a _givaway prices. My guess is that
crions. We'call them “info- message 10 anahr subscrber to_ they'l unload as many as they
‘maniacs”. that network. The message is d then discontinue (I\c
I they're glwng wway freemodems 1 reckon telecommunications stored in & central computer. machmemnmy

g




MICROPOWENR)- PER - GAME

Americana Software, all Atnerican action at a superb
value for money price of only

N8R9 —
BN tinesoong |

COMMODORE 64/138 © +

 NEWYORK CITY |

COMMODORE 64/128 - ATARI

REAKDANCE

COMMODORE 64/128

COMMODORE 64/128 - ATARI

OOTER

COMMODORE 64/128 - ATARI

OLLIES FOLLIES

COMMODORE 64/128 - ATARI
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NEW LOOK

You'd better look good before you
step out to buy next month's
Commodore User. Go on, smarten
yourself up — and don't forget
Your shades.

Why? Because we're getting a
Summer facelift. It's goodbye to
dullsville and hello to a sharper,
brighter mag with more colour and
— well, simply more style.

We've had to put our cover price
‘up a few pennies, but we reckon
Yyou'll think it's worth it.

G

G-Force tackles
Paper Boy, ‘V}
Starquake

We've got a players guide to Paper
Boy next issue, plus Cauldron Il,

Jet, Sublogic’s great flight sim and §

of course a final review of Green
Beret. We've also got the long
awaited Vand Starquake.

®Programming

Get more from your Commodore
by typing in one of our free
programs. Plus, learn how to make
your 64 do two things at the same
time with the first of our two
parter on a smart technique called
“interrupts’’

®Let’s Get
Serious

Make your 64 earn its keep — we
check out the latest, budget priced
database, home finance package,
spreadsheet, and wordprocessor.

N Viza Star users — don't miss our

exclusive ‘“‘Get More From"

feature in June.

| ®C 16 Gamers

Ever heard of Jet Set Willy or
| Manic Miner? No? Where've you
been for the last two years? These
two 64 el classicos are now set for
stardom on the 16. Will they get
the G-Force vote?

All this and our unbeatable
| regular features: Tommy's Tips,

US Hotline, Hotshots, and Into the

Valley.
At £1, we're still the best
around. Get down to your

newsagent on the 26th May and
for a golden sov it's all yours

+

FREE — Play
Better Il

There's more for the money. Next
| month we're giving away another
great supplement — Play Better |1
featuring playing tips on the
hottest games around like Zoids,

| Uridium and Fairlight.
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of ready-made
movie shots and
great soundtracks.
We sent our own
Barry Norman,

el
offto the cutting
room to check
the screenplay.
Cue lights . .
action!

-

W mire =N

MOVIE MOGUL

Inlightofthe recent boor n ‘aestherc
. and fol

lowing their
(ens!rumen” 'heme Ariolasoft have
released Movie Maker which has fo be

ore of the strange! ideas yel. in

essence it resembles ames
designer in thal  sprites, insagen
backgrounds and sound are

manipulated, but at that point all
similarities end. These facilities are in
fact combined fo enable creation of
short (a few minutes or so) animation
sequences

package consists of 2 disks —
the firsy wih he. main program and
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demo movies on allrna sides, he
second o data disk apes,
backgrounds, sound effects and funes,

Load up

Having loaded the main program, the
user is canfronlad vith a fou choise
v of Com ecord, Smooth
oo ley | Ect i et S e
dividually from disc theoretically giv:
ing a greater amount of memory and
therefore detail fo each section.
Compose is the main designing area
of the package. The simplest applica-
tion here is o use a rather poor
graphics designer to draw
ﬂ:kgvounds This is rather slow,
however, and lacks
jubiltiesof @ modernu
lines, circles, or owi
The care of the unit, though, is the
animator, which allows several shapes
1o be designed and then shown in o

any of the

specified sequence within @ display

, images of a man in
four different positions may be played
in sequence in the window to effect o
man walking. The use of an efficient
graphics duplicator means that a
single shape can be designed and then
copied repeatedly on the screen. Each
Ren sightly altored for di.
frames of ~animation and
reasonably smooth action can be
obtaine
Rates of replay, movement efc. can
all be altered, and the animation
window may be moved
the screen in a sprit
ner so the effect of a particular se-
quence can be experimented  with
before it is placed in a film.

Roll ‘em

. Your saved sequences are now utilised



|
(

in the Record mode of the program
Films are made in real-fime, although
they may be made of a slower rafe
than eventual playback speed, by
moving your animations over the
background as they play.
They are added 1o the
time with all previous additions being
played back simultaneously, so the ac-
tion is gradually built up, much like
filming one actor in a room of a ime,
eating this, say, four fimes and
shing with  filmof four peopl in o

“Thie vocidh o e packioge is fhe
best imittion of film-making; the film
may be played forwards or back-
i ds 1 elyiins voy rate, o oghn
Different animations can be assembled
on the film independently, with a max-
imum of six di «p

s it St o oving
and/or acting individually.
 Whil sl on Record mode, a rather

ul!hough Py
10 nofes are available for each of
voices and 10 effects for the fourth

Cut

The recorded film is now taken fo the
Smooth section ("“now take your film to
the Stage Manager in the cting
room, “the manval seys] 'for_the

touches fo be added. A page
of wellscrolled text may be placed &t

both the beginning and end of the film
and the ‘fickeriness’ of the frames is
removed af this stage, foo.

be played back on the computer in ifs
entiity. The manual suggests faping
several fims bock-to-back using @

oo recorder fo make a proper
Tongth film (11

Problems

The package, although technically
sound, has a few drawbacks. Firstly,
who is actuelly iitecadted I aking
Fima such as thesed The ided is auis
“cute’ but since this is the 64 and not
the Amiga, then the quality of the films
nificantly less than ideal. The
situation is certainly not helped by the
underwhelming sound facilies.

Then there’s the manual which ap-
pears, unfortunately, to have been
prepared for American consumpion; it
takes the role of a tour guide taking

ou tound & Hellywaod fim set. This
Tas the effect of ontangling the sssen-
tial instructions in pages of garbage,
which means thal fmoy fake you quts
some days to actually understand
to_use the program a ol

The actual length of time required fo
create @ 300 frame original will pro-
bably be quite daunting fo most peo-
ple, too. Drawing a single animation in
detail, such as the large dragon shown
in one of the demos, would require not

only o great deal of eyesrain, but
also several hours hard work. Py

fea, so making any reasonably large
film would take weeks.

Verdict

$o although the idea may have
een a pleasant one, the re
ty is somewhat different. A
great deal of time is needed to
pradyce any sort of substan-
: all the
L e B
ty is still more than likely to be
unrepresentative of the effort
involver

Movie Maker does,
e e
1o the applications of the com-
puter, involving the user’s
creativity rather than his
reflexes, and salves the cons-
ciences of people who  still
claim to"have bought the
machine ‘‘for educational
purposes

® Movie Maker

e

P i Gy
By
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SHEKHANA COMPUTER SERVICES

scs
CU) PO Box 394, mmnmssﬂ oo 51060 3750t o

ot e o i o b

e ot o T80 467 o7
bt 1 by

AMAZING ADVENTURE
GENERATING
PROGRAM EVER

™GRAPHIC
ADVEGNTURE
CRGATOR

Incentive Software Ltd.

Reading RG1 45Q. Tel.
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Commodore’s
Complete
Music System
reviewed
by Fred Reid

Commodore has decided
that more and more people
want to make music with
their micro. So they've put
together a complete
package consisting of the
Sound Expander, Sound
Studio and add-on
keyboard for the
Commodore 64. Sounds
good? The results sound
amozing.

ou remember we previewed both
the Sound Expande

Commodore is ufrmng shem togeche vith
a five-octave keyboard in one of
‘complete’ packages. The ‘whole o T
m

6, but casete versions are being
prepared right nor

Sound Expander

‘The Sound Expander module slots into the
cartridge port on your 64 or 128. It not on-
Iy uses the same FM {echnology ss many
professional - synthesizers over

500, but i Blays oo less than pon Al
at the sam

Forget the SID chip, this gadget is
capable of producing sound *realstic
beyond your

Looking at o he front (when plug-
ged in), you'll find the output socket on
the right side, and the keyboard socket o
the left. On top of the modale therc’s a se
cond cartridge slot protected from dust
and cuppasoup by a pair of hinged flaps.
‘This slot can be used to connect your
syst other equipment via
suitable MIDI interface.

Also included in the package is a brief
but comprehensive instruction manual, s
set of chord stickers, and a tutor booklet in-
troducing the keyboard.

586 COMMODORE USER

hi-fi,
keyboard plugged
into its socket, you
can safely power-up
and load the soft-
ware. Sound Ex-
pander has been des-
igned with the com-

/
oy,

k
it all beore, but i

mean it) to produce spectacular
Richard Claydermaan watch outy resul

Using Sound Expander

‘The opening screen shows a small picce of
musical stave, and pressing notes on the
keyboard will m the notation on the
stave, and play the note (at this point, a
slinky ‘vibraphone sound). Up.to.eight
notes can b played at a time, sufficient for
most purposes.

Acros the t0p of the screen is 8 memu
strip. Using 1 and f3, you can highlight
cach option, and pressing f7 operates the

ull-down menu (a standard maintained
throughout the system)

Phano sccke fo connection t an amplte

c e,

The first of these is the set-up menu,
llowing yon 10 choose the basc operating

mode. " mode is selected,
youcan plly e
tire keyboard

‘One finger chord’ mode is just that.
Pressing a key will play it’s corresponding
‘major chord, holding a key to the left as
well will play a minor chor

When ‘fingered chord’ is selected, a 3 or
4 note chord played on the lower half of
the keyboard will produce an inversion of
the chord, plus a bass note. The ‘memory’
function will hold the chord played after




tions allow you to play two different

ounds at once. One end of the keyboard
playssay s bass sound, whil the other end
plays somethiog clse. The point on the

L i e ge occurs can
be set to any note you like.

Other options on this menu let you
choose the border colour, display shacps oc
flats, and ranspose the. pitch of
Kkegboard up and dow

i mem s where you g0 to
chxng( the sounds. A set of 32 sounds s
located with the main program, and
e i e
using the disc menu. The sounds included
cover a wide range of orchestral in-

truments: sring secions, fues, guiar,
brass, piano, as well as a number of purely
clecrionic sounds. And. the souads have
been carefully programmed o simulte the

eal thing’. You only have to close your
e to epprecat the aount of sk o
trouble that has gone into these sound
presets.

Once you have selected your sound(s),
there is a little room for modification, the
‘octave’ function will move the pitch up or
down in octaves while using the / and ‘.

up or down to match other instruments
(absolutely essential).

Rhythm Menu

The rhythm menu offers a selection of

from this menu through a more
quate range, and you can cl
and “Outro’ mode (outro_being
posite of intro). These fun items pre duc: a
pre-programmed introduction, ‘break’,
ending for you music. Pressing cursor
up/down or cursor left/right initiates these.
A different intro and outro are programm.
ed for each rhythm selected, offering lots
of variety.

next menu s the riff machine is a
collection of short arrangements (twelve

for every rhythm) that can be used as a
backing track for your own music. Each of
the riffs are assigned to a key on the 64 or
the full size keyboard, and 2 sequence of
up to 256 riffs can be programmed before
you start playing. Playing a note starts the
sequence, and you can use intro’s and
outro’s as well

"he final menu is for disc operations,
you can load an alternate sound st from
the Sound Expander di ell as a cou-
ple of beautifully produced demonstration

Pieces,
The Keyboard

s keybourd s deﬁnm\y 10 toy. T
was quite surprised at. the quality
el geatly oundad heye. 1o

just under three feet long and fashioned
from good old black plastic. Connection is

by a three foot length of ribbon cable ter-
minated with a miniature plug that mates
with a socket on the lefi-hand side of the
expander. This is perhaps a_little
thoughtless, the ribbon cable is fragile, ex-
posed and a little on the short side. Aside
from this trifling detail, I can find nothing
t0 diminish it's value within the package.

Sound Studio

he Sound Studio package runs in-

I dependently of the Sound Ex-

pander module, and offers a full

range of composing and sound creating

facilities using the Commodore’s SID

chip. Sadly, you won't be able to use the
add-on keyboard here.

The program consists of two parts: the
Sound Editor and the Music Editor (se-
quencer). Once either part has been load-
ed, the user can flip from one to the other.
‘Whichever part you start with, you get six-
1 presct sounds t use, with sothes sizty
stored on the disk.

‘The main sound editor panel is laid out

boxes, with all relevant functions
grouped together. A large purple arrow
Spccnd b Myt O SATRE bys foints
to each function in turn for editing, and
any of the sixty presets can be called up,
edited and stored back in memory. Whole
sound ‘libraries’ can be saved to disk for
further editing, or for use while composing
or performing.

T

0
[

Sound Expander’s software uses easy
to control pop-up menus.

Most of the values displayed on the
editor screen are represented by graphic
sliders that are adjusted with the cursor
Keys while you are playing.

A second editing screen can be called up,
and deals specifically with SID's filters.
All in all, the amount of control you have
is quite impressive, and you can see at a
glance exactly what's going on inside SID.,

Selecting the Music Editor (takes about

n
notes can be entered or edited simply and
55.

without

The Verdict

Sound Expander is a revolutionary
package that offers not only superb
sound quality but remarkably easy to
use software and a well built 8-note
polyphonic keyboard. What more
could you want for £150.

Its “unfortunate that the Sound

the package isn’t quite as ‘complete’
as you would imagine. Still, rumour
has it that additional software may
soon be available for Sound Ex-
pander, which may even make Sound
Studio obsolete. Despite these minor
criticisms, the Complete Mus
System s a real winner. [

® Complete Music System
@ Commodore UK
1 Hunters Road,
Weldon. Ccrby
N

. Prlce‘ :150 (without 64)
(with 64)
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Im THE COMMODORE COMPLETE MUSIC SYSTEM

ou've read our rave review of
the Complete Music System,
now's your chance fo actuall
win onefor yaurself,in our groat Synih
Compefition
Remember, the Complete Music
System gives you nof only the Sound
xpander, but Sound Studio and a
superb five-octave keyboard. You'd
pay £150 for that lot, but we've got
one 1o offer our lucky
Al you have to do is answer the
three Simple questions, and the fie-
breaker, on the coupon below (or @
copy of if) and send it fo us not later
than 15th May.

The Questions

1. Who s geneally recogrised os the

inventor ofthe synhes
. R

b
<. Acker Bilk

2. Which synth_duo had a hit with
the soul dassc, Tainted Love?

a. Sigue Sputnil

b: Soft Cell’

Vet

3. Rob Hubbard wrote the theme
1o which one of these games?
a B

tune

. The Force
<. Solo Flight

The answers are:

T Tietrabker Wiieh wsast Bbiy s wink couid makce
best use of the Complete Music System, and why?

Addr
Mail this coupon fo: Synth Competifion, Commodore User,
Priory Court, 30-32 Farringdon Lane, London ECIR 3AV.

FTWARE

£on couvooont o4

'SUPERSAUERS

S5 aos

7nmcm-ca*mm§é
nss:

TG UG Ko e P B g Wen e

T Compatti wih Commosors VIC 20, CE%, 10
Plos . C128,C128D

3]

STATE wHICH MACHINE

0 Severee do matic bead.
545 STANDARD piain paporrol.
2 STAVDARD pentor R0on —cn 2903

sond o Epn contol coces
mm,sm rapni

CITIZE!
TWO-COLOUR
DOT MATRIX PRINTER|




o Backto mI)en Time

ISTONE WARRIOR

GEM!
Puton :m mantle of the brave warrior and descend into the Caverns of Horror!

Netherworld 2 youfi
oy through theteacerous abyrmihe
Gemstone Warrior is more than an exciting arcade game. It features reabtime
action Hi-Res colour graphics and strategy. The Gemstone Warrioris a thinking
Crosshows, fcballs and magicare ol patof s asenal, He caes one
WISDOM.

will provide the rest.

‘These are die times for the Questron Empire. Mantor  enegade sorceret has
possession of the Great Book of Evil Magic and s using the despotic power it
tows upon him to plague the land with hdeous monsters. The Kings once

inyeou,humble ser o s your cuning and srength o stea the Magie Book
and render Mantor powerles

You il travelacross may lads: i reasures along he waysbut bewar the
deadly creatures that await you on your journey

PHANTASIE

intrpid adventurers setout to fnd the Nine Rings and use the to sy the
Dark Lord. Thisis your quest; your Phantasie. A muliple chracer e plyig

game,

our dreams, You'l map out new temain, exlore maze- e dungeons,slve
Beauiful Hi-Res

i mphm e spellbinding storylne il suspend realyand launchyoa

into a magical new world

DUESTRO

A Fantasy Adventure
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‘Compete in the six
thrilling -events -
Biathlon, Bobsled, Skix
Jump, Slalom, Down
Hill and Spend Sknmg

drop as the chase for medals progresses.
TURBO LOAD ensures that you don't get a
chance to cool down between the events.
A QUALITY GAME
or ci6anDPLUs sowners  £7.95
rade Enquiries
i PLUS §CENTRE, ANGO SOETWARE
85, TILE KILN LANE, BEXLEY, KENT, UK.
Seepnons: 6323 8251315
Mol Order: Pyt o Chaa, 10, VIS of ACCESS
o Gredit Gard Service: 0322 522631
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Putting pen fo pixel

Wouldn't you rather use a pen to draw with your 64 than
a foystick? Well you can — no, not with a ballpoint but a
lightpen. Fred Reid checks out the two latest pens.

DART LIGHT PEN

‘This s the latest lightpen system to hit the
64, and offers a few innovations over it's
competitors. The pen itself s rather novel,
instead of a light-sensitive diode in the tip
of the pen, you get a bundle of fibre-optics!

The software also offers a few innova-
tions, like icon-driven menus and
polygons.

The Lightpen

The pen is extremely light despitc being a
little bulky, although the tip is fairly fine.
Because of the fibre-optic sensor in the tip,
there is no need for a conventional ‘wire'
cable connecting the pen to the joystick
plug, instead you get a thin length of fibre-
optic cable ‘that is lighter and more
flexible.

The Software

The Dartdraw software on cassette con
tains three programs: the main drawing
program, a utility to load a saved screen
back into the computer independently of
the main_program, or dump it on your
printer (check with your retailer on com-
patibility) and a tape-to-disk utility.

‘The drawing software is very easy to use,
all the menus and functions are icon-
driven (icons are symbols that graphically
show the functions they control). All you
do is touch the pen to the icon, and that
function or menu is called. The obvious

d

drawing, lines, polygons and boxes, while
the next menu you will find icons for

d

mention the allimportant “Trash Can’
(beware, there’s no going back from this,
and it is fairly easy to select it
accidentally),
< you are in a drawing mode, you
can enter the colour menu. Dartdraw only
allows you to draw with three colours at a
time, t0 avoid the mess you sometimes get
when areas of different colour meet.
lowever, you can choose the three col-
ours on your ‘pallete’ from any of the six-
teen standard Commodore ~colours.
Although this system is limiting, it does
mean you can change the entire colour
scheme very casily.
One of the exciting features of Dartdraw
is i’s ability to draw pentagons and hex-
agons or indeed any geometric figure of up

Dart lightpen features fibre optics.

and icon-driven araphics software.
10 cight sides! The same menu option also
allows you o place circles and cllipses on
the screen.

Dartdraw supports loading and saving of
your drawings onto tape or disk by pro-

viding a separate urility on the tape. It also
claims to let you dump screens to a printer
but doesn’t say which ones are provided
for. We tried it with a Commodore printer
— successfully.

Verdict

To sum up, while the software seems

doesn’t get in the way, although I
can’t help thinking it’s rather fragile.

TROJAN
LIGHT PEN

‘The Trojan light pen was probably one of
the first available for the 64 and has stood

the years, but the software has been con-
siderably improved.

The ‘complete package is available
together with a comprehensive (if bric
‘manual, for a shade under £20. Disk users
can easily transfer the software to disk, or
send an extra £3.50 to Trojan for a copy on
disk.

The Lightpen

The pen is only slightly larger than the
average ballpoint, and looks and feels like a
cheap giveaway. It's obligatory connecting
cable is just over three feet long, ter

Lightpens were prefty popular

weren't sensitive enough or the

when the Commodore 64 first|

came out, and then faded away without trace. Either the pens.

drawing software was lousy.

Like those early pens, the Iatest arrivals come complete with
drawing software, an activity lightpens are particularly good
at. And that's simply because you're actually holding a pen fo
draw, admittedly not onto paper but straight onto the screen.

The Dart lightpen may have flashier ‘icon-driven’ software but
the Trojan pen just steal it on superior and more wide-ranging
software.
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minated with the standard joystick type
plug. The cable is quite heavy, and tends
to weight the pen down a little, but it's
nothing you can’t get used to.

The Software

Thesotware i fncifllycilld Cadmste
“Computer Al

two and a half minutes. After calibrating
your pen against a white spot on the
Screen, you get to the main menu.

From this, you can select (using the
lightpen, naturally) any of the functions
displayed. For example: choose one of the
16 colours and select the Draw mode. The
menu vanishes, leaving you with a plain
white screen, with a cursor that follows the
tip of your pen.

Holding down the ‘CTRL’ key turns the
ok’ on and draws a line of the size an
e kg e
returns you to the menu.

you use the background colour as the ink,
and normal Draw or Brush modes.

The Copy function is useful for
duplicating a part of a drawing on another
part of the screen, and you can even
enlarge the size of the copy! Load and Save
functions allow you to store your master-
piece either on cassette or disk for later
perusal

Although you can save and reload your
designs from tape or disk, the package has
50 piotes dump fcilit. By the way, you
don’t 0 have Cadmaster in memory
1o load and view your ereatioon

Verdict

Overall, the pen is sensitive, although
it dislikes drawing over dark areas of

functions extremely well (I particular-
1y like the brush function).
e e o e

Several types of line are available, in-
’, dotted and even

such as rectangles,
riangles and. cirees are well crered o
and can be filled with a solid colour, or one.
of Cadmaster’s prepared textures such as
brickwork, mesh, chessboard, waves and
more.

Selecting the Text option allows you to
type text onto the hi-res screen in a variety
of different styles, and the Erase function
will always remove the last thing you drew
from the screen. To erase selected arcas,

Trojan fightpen — an old stalwart.

tions of the 64’ graphics, but you
should find it usy to produce quality
graphics for your games or whatever.

® Trojon Lightpen
amogors At28

o Price: £19.95 (cass)

o Tel. 0792 205494

. Dan Lightper

modo
. Prlee m%(cuuldltk)

TROJAN
CAD-MASTER®

THE ULTIMATE IN GRAPHICS TOOLS

SUPERB GRAPHICS  SOFTWARE
MM, PLUS A TOP QUA
64 oo LIGHT PEN

E

M

£
sP

Discover the exciting world of creating your

own graphics on screen.

FREEHAND DRAW - 5 pen thicknesses incl. Quills

® PAINT BRUSH - for the artistic touch

® FILL ANY SHAPE - use all colours and patters

@ GEOMETRIC SHAPES - circles, boxes, triangles, lines

andin

® DYNAMIC RUBBER BANDING - on all geometric options

® PIN-POINT FUNCTION - for pixel accuracy on all functions
Plus many more too numerous to mention in this ad. All these

features in the Program + a top quality Light Pen and an

Instruction booklet in one reasonably priced package. Easy to

use for creating colourful pictures or technical drawings. Ideal

for use by all ages of micro users. Full back-up

service from manufacturers. Available at good

deskrs or it from  Tojan Products

Please state which Mi

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOMED
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Undle Jim wants you to know he's just mad about

computers; he's a brilliant gamer, a canny programmer, a
technobuff and an uncle to Trevor and Denise. He's just
bursting to share his passion with you every month — on

onnie my_postman

has just delivered me

a remarkable and

revolutionary new.

Commodore 64

dd-on. Ronnie

knows nothing about computers

but stayed while | unpacked it so |
id pay the excess stamps.

It's called SQUID and it looks.

so marvellous, I've stopped work.

on my Squeezy bottle joystick,

means, to bring you this exclusive.

review.
SQUID scands for Super Qu
User Incerface Device. A\(hcugh

his very own page.

a scrambled pmword

£ pokcag i oo she
s the finger ap-

bably after it got caught in the fil-

SUP- ing cabinet.
e

mised not o let it generally be

known, she would tell me the '

top-secret password override
code ("GARETH)

des
SQUID is a windowficon/

mouse, uer-rendy fronc end
will appeal to anybody wan-

g 10 ks thek Comiodors

64look as f it is really something

]

- rather more expensive.

wm You first fire the system
you'are confronted by
bk, rectangular are represen
ting a desktop. Around the desk
are various “icons”, pictures

ov | oRTbING plackof offce

ware must be defective and
minus instructions.

File handling

‘which reflect _different .

e gy Rl

For example, a waste paper
basket is used to represent the
disk filing system, a typewriter

So | rang the makers Sharksoft,
and a very helpful lady told me

that Gareth was at school at the key

moment, but she was his mother
and could she help? | explained
my difficulty, and she told me
which bits to file off the casing so
STREET T
64's cartridge port

Hoving frced the SQUID,

ge
Fither TomiNds Bk U e

- and a fling
cabinet indicates the place where
the instant coffee and sugar is

pt.
1 noticed that there was no
refigecator, byt Careul's
mothe that
ok b, BS Fous d
LT9A omards, and exiting
sers would be ssed wich 3 r
upgrade if they sent 2 ;ohcllw s
mped addressed

E3

P
Jffy Bag.
s

To ol a paricular fomction,
You use the arrow keys to m

windows €an be opened at any
08 thnd i aech car e e
jord b s Elastoplast, pro- ed o

unk h
shgs key. SRR e
vered which one.

What's the point

As an alternative to the
keyboard, i s possible to control
the pointer with a form of
“mouse”. According to Gareth's
mum, the SQUID version is not

as single or double glazed, and
here anodised
aluminium _or uPVC._frames. A
“‘Rubber Banding”® feature gives
you a handy place to store your

SQUID also has pull-down

fio- menus which work rather like

so much a mouse but a radio-
e PR T iy
overcomes the
taching the mouse e

ok i the g ¢
as it is stil under development,
et shakd b resdy fox shi:

3 ment within 28 days of any date

You fancy.
Tre “Hectronic Offce” con-
cept is further enhanced by the

represented by little squiggles,
can be shuffled back and forth

roller blinds; you can pul them

- down, but they refuse to g0 up.

again. These wil eventually be us-

ed for help screens, although on

my copy they just displayed the

message: *'See lInstruction
fanual.”"

Gareth's mum says it is ab-
solutely essential that you send

o for.your SQUID 3¢ ance,
enclosing a_cheque stal

" rder for £299.00 ncluding VAT.

But she asked us not to publish
the phone number s Gvuh B

" 3 ot of homework that

dom re-shuffle every two
minutes. Also on the desk is a

elephone which rings occas-
sionally, although it always stop-
P was moving the pointer
onto the receiver.

Window pain

SQUID's multi-windowing facilicy
is one of the most advanced | have

ve seen on any micro. Up t6 256

Club members will be d:h‘ivud

Cusiipar st

— he’s particularly in-
urmeo in the British Mombum-
bo Islan

@ Don't forget, you can catch Un-

de Jim and his Junior Gnome
Ranger club on the Micro Gnome
buletin board
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There’s a lot more you can do with your

Commodore 64 and modem than merely

d:allmg up the likes of Compunet and Micronet.
Why not try calling another modem user

directly?

'hat? Yes, it’s called user-to-user

communications. It’s useful and it can be good
fun. Ken McMahon explains how it’s done.

‘Your modem, even the Commodore one, is
a versatile piece of equipment and is
capable of doing a number of tasks in addi-
tion o that for which it was primari
intended.

One of the most usehil, s wir fo aer

the line to transmit and receive data in a
suitable format.

Y2 Computing have written a program
which does the job and this was L\vﬂlah\(
free on Compunet for some tim:
missed ou on it you can obiain it difect
from the company.

‘The version available on Compunet (V1)
was found to be unreliable over long
distances due to the poor quality of BT’s
lines So if you ae planning on nte cty
comms it might be worthwhil geting the
latest version (V1.3) from Y:

he're  available from most
telephone accessory shops and cost about
£

e to communicate wit
‘This should be the least of your probltms
A quick flit around Compunet or Hisonet
will provide you with enough U-U
tacts to keep you busy at least unti the
next phonebill arrives.

Once you are on line, what you do is
largely up to yourself and your remote cor-
"he Y2 software provides two

chat.” Anything typed in at your end ap-
pears both on your screen and on the other
person’s. The same_applies to anything
they type. This is of course, fairly uscless

could do the same thing
iently by picking up the
phone and chatting verbally.

‘The real power of the software is in s
ability to transfer files. Either fienealor
program files can be sent down the
File transer s dise o disc, 80 no time 1
wasted storing the data in RAM and files
of any length can be transmitted. The chat

facility can be used during file transfer to
e sure that everything is going accor-
ding to plan.

During a late night session with Com-
modore User's Fred Reid we managed to
send each other about 100K of data in half
an hour or so. That consisted of Basic and
machine-code programs, and Superscript
files. The programs ran and the only
mistakes in the text files were Freds lousy
typing, 50 it seems the possibility of cor-
ruption is remote.

If you own a Commodore or another
standard modem, the extra outlay involved
in setting up U-U is fairly minimal. The
benefitsin terms of swapped programs and
information and the fun of being involved
in something different make it well
worthwhile.

Phillis has receved  posive response to
The

another, The latest pastime of this noctur-
nal elite is the pursuit of the elusive free
game of MUD.

There are currently three MUDs runn-
ing in different parts of the country. Com-
punets, for which the (reduced) charge is
£1.75 per hour, Essex University's, which
i fre f you can et through (oot asy),
and BT’s MUD I

Until recently, MUD I was beser by so
many problems that BT didn’t have the
heart to debit player’s accounts. Most of
the bugs have now been eradicated and
players are now being charged a reduced
rate for each 30 minute period on the
system.

It didn't take long however, for a few
naughty novices to discover that if they
logged off a couple of minutes before their
half hour was up they didn’t get charged.
It won't be very long before MUSE, the
owners of MUD I1, put this litrle anomaly

In the meantime, if you don’t have the
readies to fork out £20 for a MUD pack,

Phone 01-998 8899, for those with PSS the
number is A21880100300. In response to
USERNAME type MUDGUEST, the
password is PROSPECT and select option
menu.
han a Miracle: Those of you

felt a little let down by the company’s
claim that it was possible to set up your
own BB with the modem. What i actually

ovided amounts to lttle more than a text

which includes the promised

ware. Existing owners of the
lem can obtain a free upgrade from the

Sancers [

hisrequest for
continied . Bcanéae’” Josuuk

assured.
R subsmbers will stll get a look in,
but ing the £4.50 quarterly
st o Wikt praet

page The Gaome At Home on 01-888

o “ore Free MUD: There cant
any modemised Commodore users left
Who bavea's layed MUD i oo¢ forn o

Tarmay
Road,

Y2 Computing Lid.,
House, 146 St Albans

Mlmcle Technology (UK)
eet, Ipswich IN 1XB.
0473 216141

The Gnome At Home,

3 Parkview Gardens, White Hart
Lane, Wood Green,

London N22 5SH

01-888 8894 01-888 8815 (voice)

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////ﬂ/ﬂ
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You are about to captain your ship through one Z i
o oo e advonires o he Law of the Wesf B Hﬂ‘-"dl:ﬂ]‘-,l
S Contury s up The most roicallystunning
Siting on s mother lode ofrich mining deposits, _Low of the West’s astoundingimeractve computer baseball e ever developed: HordBall
g Pitvin Frsati s ok T Scls Jep dvanture iy o g ofwsblont Old  putsyou o e el i h oo poth
entrprenaurs 0n boh shies o he Jw,oud some  West Gl A2 he Sherit of Gl Gt o8 player o mancser of o osebal a1 put
St ohe e e s ot Gl sl oo oS g o
v bk o sarvaon and il il you car o v 1 undow Hore's computo baseballso eal that soullbe
ling o amvone i can gl g o hom vy vor wanted o pin s loyour e G T o Do L
iy oS o e ouiide host il i e cxlofof B st o Ene fld e Y b rspetive e
fyoureripe orachallongo Wi g thon e vour chince Ul frgs " aimation bings s sate cion o1 s you
comfortable i he Fol of Sgace Froghter Caplain, _ ophics. Holke action d natura ploysili oy againa the compaler or another human
Your Ship just came in. Choose your crew (rom o 5evagmmma nt 80 real you can almost smell  baseball fan.
Lllcion b human und Ihhaman charscirs ik gunpowd HardBall sives you command of the physical
harhonCur amagerent sk man e Enirly joystick controled. interactons and ststeglc decisons of basebal
e command wih deaed Sraphics Testyour gamo sty from a managers pont of
sl o e Hnet Brdge ¥ i g Sl e el oo
Insrumentation the 35th Century has o ofer n balsor dive for grounders. i
Keybare o Jogatok contole £9.95 casserre £14.95 pisx iy e Fnders

Commodore 64/128:

WE BESTOW ON YOU THE ULTI]\/IATE

X@J

YOU TOO CAN BE A KNIGHT OF THE COMPUTER'

USS. Gold Lid, Unit 10 Parkwvay Industral Estate He
mingharm, B7 3LY. el 021 336808
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Adventure Adventut-

one of the skills in designing it, 'ob,m) EXCEPT THE (another
is to make the boundaris seem o
nacural, Ther 18 nothing mare * tonep 1 HE KEY. “Which
disconcerting than coming up to Key?2i- At this: poiat yoasEed
a dead end in the middle of an
open plain! The Paun achieves
this outrageously! “Notice! This
is the southern edge of the
Adventure. No artefacts may be
taken beyond this point.” And
before you lies: a dotted red line!
‘The sense of humour running
throughout the game, makes it
entertaining, as well as puzzling,
to play. Commands that most
games forget come in for special
treatment. For example, if you
speak to someone, but forget to
sddress them in the corret
mode, you are asked “Are you
ulkmg to yourselfagain?” If you
were to answer YES, most games
‘would fail to recognise the word.
Not so Pawn! “Just checking,”
comes the reply.

) e 3
st is a dying forest. Bastward is 2

his mischievious bur ItaadR Y
puzzling plot, is enhanced, if

Jeasine the gravel_

The Pawn begins in this lush, green

BY

KEITH CAMPBELL
This month the Valley has a guest reviewer in the form of cyqc.
Keith Campbell, Compu ideo Games magazine’s ‘I o, ont wish to accept
master adventurer. Keith’s had a sneak look at Rainbird’s  yha Kronor s vou can
The Pawn and grappled with the Fantastic Four in another for cxample. AVE NO
Questprohe adventure. He also can’t put down Rebel INTENTION OF TAKING IT
Planet, the latest in the Fighting Fantasy series. with no trouble! Should you

of commands with an apparent

The Pawn

IirAlCile' IC64:TA
ird Software

Plhr. N/A disk only

T. Paun is just about the most
exciting thing to hit the
Adventure scene since Infocom
produced Zork. As a text
adventure, it arrived rather
Quiely some months ago, from

sraphics, and 1o deienin [l

applause, on a wide range of

computers, kot iy beieies bR AR TG SSyERT
d 64

The objective of the game is Kronos, the evil magiin, wil
not at all clear at the outset, but zoom up, comfortably
it s fuirly obvious that trouble is his nifty stone hovercraf, 1ts
brewing in the shape of you he is after, and he has a
Farthington Real Ale. This proposition to make. Decline to
product has displaced the accept it, and he will keep
s strong. pestering you, from time to time.
malt whisky, along with its Continue to refuse it at_your
producers, the Roobikyoub perill So, eager to please, off you
dwarfs. King Erik's land is in a go in search of a Princess
sate of ferment (s to speak),  All “adventures, however
and coming larger, have a finite map, and

tebellios, s sivation’ & HERILE Sira Joa, a 3 e Gom o4 vk I, 4 shaver-bedd s wiriog e

(spcific) graviy? slesman with 4 cart You Ty e o 3 e 5 o i 3 St B
s you wander the foest paths ask: HOW MUCH IS N

of Kerovnia, chances are THE CART EXCEPT THE You noed to talk to “the Guru""
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& Adventure Adventure Adventure Adventt

chioke _betweed METAL, (bowl, of rice which, when

METAL KEY, or, if it is in your ned, turns out to be Uncle
pocker, THE ONE THAT 1S Bents Short Grain!
IN THE POCKET. A feast for text adventurers,

graphicstext boundary
just where you want it. They can
even be turned off altogether, if
you do not appreciate art
locations  have

G s g L
a5 assy plain and the yath also e Sems renhucs, Oy 0l
ready yet, will be almost
identical.
lost versions will be released
around June, and to buy one for

Top: Meet super villain the
Ringmaster. Above: The Torch
gets heated.

GrA s L
Price: £14.95 disk]  [RASESNY W ISererieny
cass provided by the resourceful
Doctor, is a powerful death ray,
s giving cover to the castle’s air-
harpen your wits, Scott’s space.
back in town! Affer more than a  FF is no ordinary mindbender
year with nothing new from though, for i this adventure you
Scort Adams, Marvel greats The can take the role of either Thing,
Thing and Human Torch have or Torch, and swap about at wil
arrived to follow in the foorsteps Although not the first adventure
of Hulk and Spiderman. to be published in the UK with
g you in at the deep this fearure, (but written first), it
‘ 5 end, (literally) Thing is up to his requires far more interaction
s scveeny about £25. The C64 version will 1045y ly tar, and sinking between the characters than is
be in text-only, and a separate iy, Tyenty false moves, and the case in Magician’s Ball, and
In fact, putting things in C128 version, may or may not & Ay i de " SBIukI Thing Lord of the Rings.
things is one ofthe specalities of have graphics — that s yet o be o “rrcp "Cor' only'stand by Neither character can achieve
the parser, and it can cope with decided. Non-graphics Versions g gaich, powerless, it seems, the rescue of Thing alone. Each
25 levels! Imagine the twisted Will probably be priced in the oy must work in harmony with the
puzzles that can be concocted for Tegion of £15-£20. G"Ph“= ©F "Yet saving Thing is not the other, with carefully timed
adventurers, with these sort of Xt only, if you have one of iy gpective of the game. The moves, to succeed. Equally,
faciltes! What you can do down these machines, don't miss The i) . Doom has imprisoned freeing Alicia is very much a
in the potting shed, will not only Pawn —atany pric Alicia Masters in his castle, and team ffort. And to hope to
amaze you, it will cam you she must be rescued. complete the game, you must
points towards your goal of 350. o The castle entrance is understand and master the
There is text galore to re: - efficiently guarded by Blob, a extraordinary powers of Lhes:
and every detail seems to be nifty character, with the habit of two Marvel Comics superheroes
covered, down to an innocent v S0y o thoowe i = T el Giaable

Kronoff peers out from the the Amiga will set you back
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CLTAKE
MINUS ONE

//

EARTH SHATTERING EXCITEMENT!

“Thelandscape moves in extremely fast 3D...
Its gonna be big” Zzap 64

“Superbly produced graphics”
Your Commodore

From the mind of Mike Singleton comes
will take your

gai
Commodore to its limits...
Do you have the courage to go with it?

CBM 64

BEXOAD ner£9.95

Quake Minus One is available now from Software dealers everywhere.
In case of difficulty write to: Beyond, British Telecom, Wellington House, Upper St. Martin's Lane, LONDON WC2H 9DL.




Adventure Adventure Adventure Adventu

ni n'g?r

saa her

Aerial view of circus.

— a ‘Sagaplus’ disk
(SAGA stands for Scott Adams s
Graphic Adventure) produced in
the USA, and a_cassette,
converted completely in the UK.
‘The two differ, not in plot, but
in graphics and commands;

‘The disk graphic are read in as
required, slowing the play down
somewhat.
brown and blue, they tend to

colour, somewhat

ot of hard thinking to get there)

Mainly shades of an adverb,

high above
a dense smoke

it will likely bring a smile of
mug satisfaction to your face!
he cassette graphics are all

=
g8
&

instantaneous display, and fuller
colour range, easily makes up for

he lack of animation.
s new multi-word
interpreter not only understands
cases it

a new
parser written by Roger Taylor.
There are differences, but it
would take a lot of playing both
versions to find them.

Fantastic Four is_possibly a
game you will look back on and

the
ol

memory. Their b

yallavs

Sk gehies Veityens (R
Scort’

v's
are cunc:mn(:d puzzlex B\n

Batlng your way rhrmlgh (and

probably overlooking the
Sbvious) you will think it 8
enormous! Certainly it is every
bit as challenging as Claymorguie
Castle,

Roll Roll The

up! up!

. Ringmaster is about to announce

the first act, down at the circus
tent..

Graphics % % % %
Playability
Puzzleat

Rebel Planet
GrA

US Gold|
Advenmre Soft
Price: £14.95 disk

The book Rebel Planet (Puffin

Books, £1.75) is one of the
Fighting Fantasy serics” fiom
Steve Jac Tan

ingstone, writen by Robin

than most. Rather than a story,

you are presented with a brief

background, and then read

numbered paragraphs. You ar
h the p

each, as to
Bext - alat 14 Componée
adventure.

‘The year is 2453, and man has

reached out to the distant
Bl B e s waeBl
Arcadians have learnt from
man’stechnology, created an
Empire, and enslaved the human
race.

The Earth's undeground
resistance movement SAROS,
lans to destroy the_Queen
Computer on Arcadion. Without
it, the Arcadians will be finished,

since for many years, they are
controlled by it, through
receivers implanted in their
e brains.

Tt falls to you to carry out this

dangerous mission, and under

cover as a merchant, you set out
he

imit you to
complex

jon.
Ufnowski_ has adapted
the original book,

‘which tends to

problem (of your space ship, no

less) at the spaceport! And how
o you get out of the ensuing

s he has added his own
the for

and Rebel Planet is the first

Seas of Blood was the first in
the Fighting Fantasy series of

ures, but Rebel Planet is
quite different. Out has gone the

random numbers!) In has come
more logical puzzles, more
humour, more entertainment.
There is not merely a red-

comj graphics, many

RS L ey

The eslt s an advetore Which " ook o the game.

is both exciting and hum

nd looks reiesbingly iferens bering in tis game, but o

from comples hoex which s mxy ©
Anir een have you cursing the au

end!

tion been
before on cassette gam(s e
Gremlin e (s
“flickering’ type movement.
Jorere iy adpeaymiin
of whole-frame animation, and it
is all held in memory, along with
g v el
respons

achieved with
Adveatare Softs new advesture
system, (see Adventure News)

oo

Graphics.
Playability
Puzzleability
Overall
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Adventure Adventure Adm

Our adventure chart has been
attracting a lot of attention over the
last few months — as the only
dedicated adventure top ten it
deserves to.

The good news is that the chart is
now more pmlummﬂy produced
th e b

aske

— the people who
wudu{l o games charts to
w‘w us a professionally produced top

ST it et o
one and represents very good
for Melbourne House with throe
games in the top ten including Lord
of the Rings at number

You can read the adventure top ten
exclusively in Into the Valle every
month.

)
n
(K Asvium

The Fourth Protocol

Lord of the Rings
Mugsy’s Revenge
[ 3| Worm in Paradise

Adventuresoft

Activision

Melbourne House

Melbourne House

Hutchinson

Melbourne House

Melbourne House

ADRIAN IS BACK
!

® Mosaic Publishing, the specialist
adventure house in interactive
fiction, have plans to release The
Story of The Amulet, based on the
children’s classic by E. Nesbit.
Written by the Ram (Valkyrie 17) Jam
Corporation, this graphic adventure
will allow the player to assume the
of one of four characters
involved with the Psammead — a
sand fairy who takes them back in
hist ton
uel to Secret Diary of
Achn Mole, The Growing Pains Of,
is due later on. As before, this will
be written by Level 9, but will,
promises Mosaic's Vicky Carne,
feature more decisions and puzzles
than its predecessor.
Last in the currently planned
Mosaic catalogue, comes

70 COMMODORE USER

computerised version of the age-old
radio favourite, The Archers. In
milar format to the Mole series,
this also will be written by Level 9.
Ao they serlous?

Adventure
friamationsl s ek trading.
For Adventure International read US
Gold, and Adventure Soft. Brian
Howarth has left Mike Woodroffe’s
operation  for
business software, whilst Mike and
his wie Trishia, have formed a new
company, Adventure Soft Lid
Roger Taylor (of Denis Through
ihe Drinking Glass fame) has joinad
them to produce a new enhanced
Adventure System.
Adventure Soft will continue to
convert Scott lams adventures,
including future Questprobes, and

will be producing their own
adventures, next planned release
being Temple of Terror.

® Compunet are offering Quilled
adventure games as downloadable
Telesoftware. Offered in both disk
and cassette versions, ‘Quill
Corner', as Compunet call it, kicks
off with two titles.

The Staff of Law is described as a
tough game, packed with puzzles
suitable for seasoned adventurers.
For those tired of saving the word,
and seeking relaxation of a more
intimate kind, Parisian Nights is
said to offer some ‘rather naughty
problems’.
® A whisper or two has been
echoing around the Valley in the
last couple of weeks.

Can't say who, or when, but Isaac
Asimov's classic sci-fi yamns look

et to reach mmodore
adventurers soon. So confident is
the software house concerned that
fts bid for the licence will be
successful, development of the first
game is alfeady, unoffcilly, under

wa
 Any ideas for a licenced adven-
ture scenario?” a person from a
leading Adventure house asked us. |
plucked a new TV series out of the
blue. Alarm bells rang! “What have
you 2"
YNothing!” 1 roplied, “but it struck
o good, it
(hey atready have
someone working on a storyboard
for the game! Drinkers of Cola may
well smell arat. More news soon.
All parodies have a strong
element of admiration in them and

have released the game — price
£7.95.



EXPLORE THE EXCITING WORLD
OF COMPUTER GRAPHICS

WITH THE
UNIQUE
OW COST gy

GRAFPAD 2

The Ultimate in graphic input devices ¢ P

for the Commodore CBM64 micro

Grafpad 2 is the first low-cost graphic tablet to expand the

boundries of computer graphics for the home, business and

educational user. The scope of this unique product is only

limited by the imagination of the user. Create your own

Games, Graphics, lllustrations, Pattern Designs,

Plans, Circuit Diagrams etc. in high resolution

colour. With full instructions, the Grafpad 2

is an extremely easy product to master.

@ Near A4 size drawing area

® High resolution colour

® Home, educational
and business use

® Variety of optional

immes

® FREE ICON DRAWING
SOFTWARE WITH EACH
D 2
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Ityou prefer to pay by Access or Barclaycard, please state which.
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river software

your

Thed
ftware you'll need to drive

Here's he so
Here IV Gentronics software interface,
o DIl fing below_contains g block of
machine code ‘which is ded info memory
g ot locdtlon 49452, when the Pro-
RUN.
'All you need o do
code is to type in the followin
SYS 49152
Affer you have entered this command any
characters that would normally be sent to
the screen will also be sent out fo the user
port on fhe back of the C64 Centronics
toggle, soall you

format.
‘The routine is designed to

havs 1o do o switch the printer off again is

fo repeat the SYS 49152 you used fo turn it

o use the machine
g command:

n.

P. Cornes

Staffordshire

¢ =49152 TO 49238 : READ B
c

150 DATA 76.50,192

Centronics print routine.




Aufo line-number

Why bother typing in program line numbers
when you can use @ routine that does it
| automatically?

To use the program, type it in or load it and
then fype RUN and press Return. Affer this, all
you have fo do to call up a line number is to
press the space bar with the cursor in col-
umn 1 on the screen.

Executing a break instruction will disable
the routine. You can do this with SYS 2048. To
resume from where you left off fype SYS
! 49466. To start AUTO numbering from 10
again type SYS 49152
M. Metcalf
Tyne & Wear

Z=0

FOR X =49152 TO 49256

READ Y :Z=Z+Y : POKE X, Y

NEXT X

IF Z <> 13046 THEN PRINT “SORRY —
ERROR IN DATA. PLEASE CHECK

arwN=

AGAIN.” : END
DATA 169,48,133,2,133,4,133,5
DATA 133,6,169,49,133,3,120,169
DATA 27,141,20,3,169,192,141,21

oNo

9 DATA 3,88
10 DATA 96,165,211,201,1,208,6,169
11 DATA 60,197,197,240,3,76,49,234
12 DATA 169,0,133,211,169,48,162,4
13 DATA 213,2,208,5,202,224,255,208
14 DATA 247,232,134,198,160,0,136,181
15 DATA 2,153,119,2,200,202,224,255
16 DATA 208,245,230,198,169,32,153,119
17 DATA 2,162,1,246,2,169,58,213
18 DATA 2,208,9,169,48,149,2,232
19 DATA 224,5,208,239,76,49,234
20 SYS 49152
21 NEW

Auto line number routine.

The followin,
load

one at  fime
M. Metsair " "M you
Tyne & Wear

100 POKE 251,248

Advertiser

Iy any fext of In Piac of macP®
lmgs Y6 ShLour own in place of ming in
urrently the program s writt
o
the lext scroling process over o%éoé\?geﬂ
n versions of it you would change ho

N your program would RUJ
as the fext Al el
o had scrolled once qcross the
M. Metcaif
Tyne & Wear

80 PRINT CHRs$(147);
?go FORX=0T0 80"
IF PEEK (X +1344) =

aaas 1344)=43 THEN POKE

X+
110 IF PEEK (1863 X) -
1863_x.g3 203 ~X)=43 THEN POKE
120 NEXT X
130 S5

M.METCALF PRESENT! ”
BS+_ g¢ s
5 Ec?MMQDORE" g ron
=B$ + ““MA(¢
Ve GIC. THIS PRGRAM

155 B$ =B + “INCO)
e ;soUR OWN™ RPORATED INTO
=B$ + PRy
170 MODIFIC OGRAMS WITH A FEW
BS =B$ + “ATIONS,
% EROGRAMMING_" ey

1908=1:IF D=2 THEN o
0
gg(z) IF’RINT CHRS$ (19); MID$ BS, s, 40)
OR X EN[I‘!’? 90 : NEXT X : §=§4+1
210 Goro o ) THEN D=2 : GoTo 190
Text scrolling routine.




THE AMIGA
ASSESSED

Avre you tired of hearing how amazing the
Amiga is? So are we, so we've decided to cut
through the hype and take a new look
at the machine. What can it do in terms of
sound and graphics, and what have
the programmers achieved with it so far?

AMIGA GRAPHICS

Gl graphm is the phrase most us-
ed w ople talk about the Amiga. It
wibes Frosgnificent games machinc, a
machine for artists and designers.
Remember, Commodore dragged in Andy

at what makes the Amiga special in the
graphics department

Graphics specs

The Amiga has a maximum of 4,096 col-
ours available to it but will display only 32
r 16 at a time, depending on the resolu-
tion. There’s a choice of three screen
resolutions: 320 by 200 (32 colours), 640
by 200 and the hi-res 640 by 400. Here
you're restricted to 16 colours but you get
professional quality resolution. Dedicated
graphics chips work independently of the
central processor, thereby speeding things
up, and there’s seven layers of sprites.

s also a curious thing called the
“blitter’, which allows large areas of screen
‘memory to be moved and twiddled very
quickly. That means images move on the
screen faster than the eye can detect. For
the technically minded, it claims to plot
one million pixels per second. Last but not
least, there’s a facility for ‘grabbing’ video
images.
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So much for the specifications but are
they being used to the full

Graphics Software

One of the more commited Amiga
pers is American Software house

million dollars on Amiga. T!

package pmduc:d so far that really shows

the off.
Tewil do o cverbing you'd expect froma
sandard graphic pckage,and o whole ot
‘example, you get eight different

uxc\i’ is marketing
Graphiaft. This alsoallow e
brushes and simple: kit wsing m

s disppoiatiogly st

variable than Deluxe Paint. It allows only
320 by 200 pixel screens and a_smaller
g of fclites — o fx il no

bably more powerful packages
e

aling,
finite zoom and grid constrained drawing.

Going back to Electronic Arts, they've
ced Deluxe Paint and Deluxe
Video for the Amiga. The former lets you
design things like posters, signs, calen-
dards, etc (colour or biw) and
unlimited amounts of text and image on
the same page.

More exciting, Deluxe Video, lets you
connect an Amiga to a video source for the
production of things like video slide
shows, animations, commercials and
business presentations. Video frames can
be ‘grabbed superimposed and adapted.
All three ‘Deluse” packages shovld il
the UK for around £80 ea

Precision Software has recently announ-
new graphics packages for the
licensed from Californian based
Arganicieileela
Animator/Images is a low res animation
package giving you the opporunity 10
animate segments of a picture. /mages also
comes on its own as a high res paint pro-
sramme allowing aibrush, enour cycling
e lmigz duplic
s s 8 fll CAD package -
tended for home and professonal use. It
incorporates automatic near in-




The Games

Hacker — disappointing conversion from
the 64.

anything really spectacular either. The
e ol ey
classics on the
‘The company o) i A et
vfox,

§=°

Areticfox, by all accounts, should be m
nearer the T clsste” Martle
Madness is out soon too. It's superb — for
devotee i’ probably resson enough to

£ Mappesis 1 B on e

games front? Paygnoss, formed ate Im-
agne folded, b 3 game caled Brasacar,
developed for he Sinclair QL. Once again,
it’s a case of adaptations not \mng able to
capitalise on the full power of the new

Britsh games wil include
Fairlight from The Edge — we haven

seen a copy of that yet. Rumbnd smwm
is releasing a Starwars-type
Suarghde which, although slso avalable
on the Atari ST, will be rewritten to take
Amiga’s superior

more games will ble
soon. Electronic Arts will r(lezs: Advm—
ture Constructor and Arc

P i Rising o Y i e
(imaginatively) Driving Game, an

le Infocom range of adventures s be-
ing converted. Also St

a drawing package. It will work only witl
American videos thoug]

The Verdict

‘The Amiga has been around for quite
a while in the States and, apart from

spectacular

use of the Amiga’s
fa sounds very

es. That all
disappointing.

Pevhaps s 100 carty to b6 celecal
about the range of software to date,
since it takes programmers some time
to get to know a new machine. The
problem is that time isn’t available.
The Amiga must produce the goods
now or fail forever.

Stuart Menges

AMIGA SOUND

Take a look at the Amiga’s sound and

music specifications and even on paper it

Iooks like  pretty spectacular machine. I’s

1 fourchannel stereo sound. ot it
y back

Electronic Arts, again, is converting some
of its older titles for the Amiga. Through
Ariolasoft in the UK, it should have One-
on-One, Seven Cities of Gold and Archon

can play
0t & builein specch synthesiser and & al
runs with the superfast Motorola 68000

chip.
‘That lot's enough to make any musically

minded programmer want to dump the
Commodore 64 with its noisy and bad
mannered SID chip.

But the reality is different. The Amiga
was dreamed up by the same people who
made Atari the leaders in the video games.
Their idea was to design the best games
machine ever; there was probably no real
thought for the serious user.
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THE NEW DIMENSION IN ROLE PLAYING FANTASY...

{/S5TA [CHR [STR INT| WIS SKL| HF

3D SCROLLING SCREENS ® COMBINED JOYSTICK AND KEYBOARD ACTION ® ORIGINAL MUSIC

Kidnapped by an alien spaceship, youfind ~ Wisdom, Skill, and Wealth you begin your
yourself in a room with only one’exit. ‘adventure withare determinedatthis point.
“Through this opalescent doorway is The i :

Cityof Xebec's Demise. Overheadisapanel  Mystery and dangerawait you in the maze

treasures, and learn dark secrets.

The sun sets and rises, rain falls, and secret
doors lead you into unexpected perils. You

nust entall

displaying constantly-changing numbers,  OfStreets Bewary friendly!
At the moment you pass through, the ~ Eat and drinik in taverns, where clues are
numbers freeze. Whatever levels of often found in the hearty songs you hear.
Stamira, Charm, Strength,ntllence, - Baeceadlyenemies, uncover marveious

morally. and financially in order to reach
your goal: retun (o Earth or seek revenge
‘on your abductors.

Datqsol"t ) - .




Combine that with lots and lots of bugs
that still aren’t solved, and you've dampen-
ed down a lot of enthusiasm. So let’s forget
the hype and take a real look at what the
Amiga can do for your ears,

Digitised Sound

One of the Amiga’s most touted musical
festuts s s ability 10 play back digally
mpled sounds. (The Amiga is not the

st o b nhle to.do this — th Macinto,
1984, ha
Sempling technolo ot
these days, and it was a smart move 10 in.
clude it

‘The sound output is excellent — again,
for a ames machine. Iyou have sccss 1o
first quality samples, you can ge
e i S s ot e At

Talk Back

One of the most unusual features of the

to speak to you — all without extra soft-
ware or hardware

‘The speech software will even tell a pro-
gram that is using speech how wide a
mouth opening is appropriate for a given
sound. Watch for some great animation us-
ing that feature. You can pitch the voice

(monotone) voices.
+The

yutbeized speech s clear enough
but it sounds like the speaker has a strong
bl sospensister el bhecinin

Amiga — just 100 expensive for the impoverished musician?

than you can fmm the 64's SID chip. But

it's nowhere ne
Although the 1

Amiga a scmsakty good |

Jion et toeiin fo v passgisg e oF

optimum sounds produced
sesult from other design compromises.
Top quality filters, in particular, are ex.
pensive but essential for g00d el from
a sempling machine.

Your reaction to the actual sounds pro-
duced by the Amiga will obviously depend
on what you're used to. If you spend your
days with a Vic-20, the Amiga will be
heaven, if you expect sounds comparable
1o even an inexpensive synthesizer, much

55 a professional sampling machine, you
will be disappointed.

1 appreciate that the engineers had to
make some compromises — after all, i is 3
general purpose computer. With all of the
hype, however, I found the quality of
sound to be a lerdown. Don’t buy the

Amiga as a serious musical instrument
unless you are very undemanding — no
matter what the software packages say

vian country. Several games available on
the 64 have clearer speech. The problem,
as T understand it, has to do with putting
speech together from its_basic units
(phonemes) — it’s a very difficult process.

What_about_other musical uses? The
Amiga is certainly capable of use as a se-
quencer or music processor. The 640 by
400 graphics mode will be good for score
writing, although there is a lot of flicker in
that mode unless you use a special
‘monitor.

The Amiga is a multi-tasking machine,
which means that it gives the appearance
of doing several things at once by
ching from one to the next very quickly;
this feature will certainly be used for non
time-critical parts of musical programs.

Limitations
There are at least two limitations for the
Amiga. It doesn’t have built-in MIDI ports
like the Atari 520ST (MIDI allows your
computer to run a synth or a drum
‘machine), and it comes with “only” 256K
of memory. Today SIK s considersd
necessary, partl e the high level
languages (like C) il many

programs take up a lot of memory.

Both of these problems can be solved by
simply buying extra hardware. MIDI in-
terfaces usually cost $80 or more; list price
for 2 memory upgrade to 512K is $200. If
the price doesn't bother you, the Amiga,
will be a very good tool for sequencing and
composition as soon as the proper software
is availabl

Software

Software is a problem — there isn’t much
available yet. Why? Because the hardware

how things will work by the time a product
is on the market
There are still lots of bugs to deal with,

let you enter your composition from a syn-
thesizer keyboard, but it does allow the
user to create his or her own sounds.
Amateur musicians wlII probably find
this program great fun;

nal musi-
cians wil rotably find & too lniting,

Write your own

‘The alternative, of course, is to write your
own software. C is the language of choice
for the Amiga, but Microsoft Basic, now
being provided, does offer access to both
the voice and sound capabilities

For music, the SOUND and WAVE
functions will allow you to set the frequen-
cy, duration, volume, and voice number
for each note and to define a waveform for
the sound.

‘You can also, at least in theory, use Basic
to produce speech. However, it doesn’t

m to work as well as it should

If you want to write software for the
Amiga in C, be advised that the compiler
and linker that Amiga provides won't even
work without 512K of RAM. All in all, it's
the most frustrating system I've ever work-
ed with.

The Verdict

How does the Amiga stack up against
the competition? For a musician the
Atari 520ST seems 1o be better value
— twice the memory at half the cost,
built-in MIDI the same
‘microprocessor with a higher clock
rate. The Macintosh is more expen-
sive and doesn’t offer colour, but i
mostly de-bugged and has a fairly
large software base.

Don’t forget the Commodore
S41125; both offer & Lot of pawer for

e price, and there is some sofiware

e really uses those “‘outdated”
machines to axi ne
thing most musicians lack is mone;
and the A all of its rmy
bells and whistles, looks a litle pricey
for the average musici:

“Tom Jeffries
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DEALS FOR READER

GRAND STOCK CLEARANCE
AMAZING PRICES ON VIC AND 64 GOODIES

EVERYTHING MUST GO!

We're clearing our shelves, and that means bargain prices -
we’re charging you little more than our despatch costs!

O THE COMPLETE COMMODORE 64 by former editor Dennis Jarrett; originally £7.95. OUR PRICE ... £3.50
O THE GOOD COMPUTING BOOK also by Dennis Jarrett. OUR PRICE ... £3.00

o

o

CCOMMODORE 64 SUBROUTINE COOKBOOK by David Busch: originally £7.95. OUR PRICE ... £2.50
GETTING THE MOST FROM YOUR 64 by Simon Potter; originally £7.95. OUR PRICE .. £2.50

Commodore User tee-shirts in good-quality blue cotton:

O SMALL (for kids): OUR PRICE ... £1.00 each, two for £1.50
LARGE (more like medium): OUR PRICE ... £2.00 each, two for £3.00
XL (best all-round size): OUR PRICE ... £2.00 each, two for £3.00

For the 64:

O BASIC COMPILER on disk - programs run faster, take less memory. OUR PRICE ... just £10

O FOR MUSICALC - set of add-on disks, originally £100+. OUR PRICE ... a mere £15

O INFOTAPE CASSETTE DATABASE SYSTEM; originally £9.95. OUR PRICE ... £4.00

O CENTRONICS PRINTER INTERFACE; originally £22. Just five available at OUR PRICE ... £7.50

8K STOREBOARD add-on memory; originally £20.50. OUR PRICE ... £3.00
CENTRONICS PRINTER INTERFACE; originally £40+. OUR PRICE ... an amazing £3.00
IEEE INTERFACE to run Pet peripherals; originally £26.40. One only st OUR PRICE ... of £3.00
VICKIT 2 and 3 - TWO CARTRIDGES of additional programmer’s aids and graphics commands
Originally £23+; OUR PRICE ... just £5.00

VICKIT 4 FAST TAPE LOADER; originally £11.95. Just two left at OUR PRICE
NINE AUDIOGENIC CASSETTE GAMES; originally £23.85. OUR PRICE ... £3.00

For either computer:

O VIDEO SPLITTERS - have computer and aerial connected to your TV at the same time.
OUR PRICE ... 75p e:

oo oooo

of £3.00

COMPUTER COVERS in wipe-clean dustproof plastic with Commodore User logo. OUR PRICE ... £1.00
CASSETTE COVERS as above. OUR PRICE ... T5p
DISK DRIVE COVERS. OUR PRICE ... T

coo

h a cheque or PO made

DEALS FOR READERS
PO Box 509
London NI 1YL

Editor's Not

The above offers are not connected with the present publishers of Commodore User in any way.




Books Books Books Books Books Books

Although the System Guide you get with the 128 is streets ahead of the guides
Commodore put out for the Vic and 64, it's still pretty short on practical programming
help. So you'll still need fo buy books to get the most out of your new machine. We've
looked at two of the latest offerings

OFFICIAL BOOK FOR THE COMMODORE 128

Ithough this is the ‘official’ guide to the 128, it's not
published by Commodore but the American Sams
Publishers. From it

being a pretty good buy. Well, you'd be wrong because it does
little more than serve as a more user-friendly version of the 128
System Guide itsel
‘The book does have particularly clear and helpful sections on
using the 128's immediately accessible music and graphics
facilities, but in many ways it is frustratingly uneven.
or example, the reader wanting to explore user-defined

only that it is possible to have several character sets in memory at
one time and to switch instantly between them. But you're left
anging with that enticing tidbit, without any practical
information on how it's all done,
On the other hand, there are fat and copiously illustrated think-
jcce chapters on subjects such as business software and exotic
peripherals (including the stillborn 1 t dual drive) that will
hold lttle interest for most readers.
ete ing in some respects, but The Official
Book is dreadfully overpriced at £11.95. And it can hardly

2

be worth buying given that Sams’ Programmer’s Guide,
giving much more detailed info on th 128°s operaton wili oticillEso KRS CoMMEBieIE
R By Waite, Lafore and Volpe
JotinRamlcy, Pitman Publishing

Price: £11.50

STARTING BASI

lentop’s effort is altogether a different basket of chips —
and a considerably more appealing one. Those of us who
have learnt Basic programming (and most of our bad
habits) through trial and error messages will immediately
warm to the plain-speaking and purposeful way in which author
Sean Gray tackles his subject.

He makes particularly entertaining work of discovering how
best to exploit the new Basic 7.0 commands in structured (that is,
better flowing and easier-to-read) programming. Surprisingly, his
use of the virtually redundant LET statement is rather more
difficult to comprehend.

‘The book presents literally dozens of short routines as well as
whole programs designed to show off every bt of magic in the
128's box of Basic conjuring tricks.

‘Thankfully, his examples are rather more imaginative than the
exercises in evaluating the thirteenth decimal point of Pi or
calculating how many litres of paint it would take to emulsion an
aircraft hangar that many of s ancestors have featured.

‘The gentle but thorough introduction to Basic principles dealt
with, Starting Basic goes on to describe in detail —again, with the
help of many practical examples, so that you can key and see —
the 128s more advanced programming features and vocabulary
including hi-res, split screen and multicolour graphics, topdown
programming, sound and music commands, handling sequential
files, and s0 on,

Commodore 128: Starting Basic is a work of quality and

care, and it’s remarkably good value at the price. Nothing Commodore 128 — Starfing Basic
better is currently published and, of its kind, it would by Sean Gray
indeed be hard to improve upon. Glentop Publishers

John Ransley Price: £5.95
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One of the most popular word-processing packages for the

Commodore 64 was

and still is — Precision Software’s

Easyscript. The package was written by Precision’s Simon Trammer
and it quickly became a standard by which 64 W/P packages were

measured

‘The vast user base behind the program has
brought forth a flood of enquiries about it

So we've asked Simon to deal with some of
the most common problems.

Using printers

To deal with the burning printer question
first, Simon Tramner_ recommends. that
users should operate Easyscript with the
simplest possible printer interface they can
— as Easyscript itself can handle all the
complicated printer communications.

€ says his biggest problem is printer in-
terfaces which think that they are
‘intelligent’ and do things like converting

simple ASCII code that he has sent and
wrn it into a confusing mix of ACI and
CBM code

you don't already have a printer inter-
nEn plan to get one for your 64 to use
with Easyscript, he suggests building your
own.

tronics amphenol plug on the other, — it
will cost around £10. Simon suggests you
connect or get the cable connected up as
shown on Fig. 1

A more detailed explanation of the user
port and its connections can be found in
Appendix I (Page 397) of the Commodore
64 Programmer’s Reference Guide.

Pin Number & Type Centronics pin no.
A — Ground in 33 — ground
in 10 — ACK
in 2 — Data 1
in3 — Data 2
in 4 — Data 3
—Dala4
4 in 6 — Data 5
5 n7— Data 6
6 n 8 — Data 7
7 n9 — Data 8
— PA2 in 1 — Data Strb
—GND n 16 — GND
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Fig. 1.

If you buy such a cable commercially
and it includes its own printer-driver soft-
ware, he suggests that you don’t use the
software and Easyscript together. Keep the
memory-resident driver software for listing
your own Basic software.

If you do have problems running your

should be ‘On-line’. Although this sounds
like a prety faruous problem, many people
do get confused by the long printer ‘time-
out’ on Easyscript and get to thinking the
program has “hung-up”, when — in fact —
it will work fine if you cither put the
printer on-line or hit ‘RUNS/STOP".

Play a fune

There are a few mysteries hidden deep in

cause the 64 o play Land of Hope and
Glory in three glorious voices?
Joystick control

Did you also know that Easyscript can be
used with a joystick? Simon says that if

on the screen in any direction.

Loading Basic

Alittle-known feature of Easyscript is that

many more faciliies using Easyscript's
screen editor when y writing an

editing programs, and you can incorporate

el AR
10 of the manual, but it doesn’t say how
you can do it the other way and read the
file back to Basic. That's trickier, an
cording to Simon, you need to write a pro-
ram i
text fil
s coming from d
keyboas
So you'd open the sequential file in Basic
and organise the program such that it reads
the file line by line clearing the screen with
etch lne tha's generted. The problem s
o delete the prograr
e ssually nadmg in your Basyscipt
file as a Basic proy
oges virs xms by giving very
numbers to the Easyscript
ram s0
that it deletes bits of itsel as they are used
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¢ able to make @
good stab at writing such a program.

Avid programmers will b

Form letters
He also had some hints and tips for people

e o s Sl e 1 you don't put
something in every name category you've
set up, it will get ‘confused’

Say for example, that you had a letter
stup with 3 four line address and
somebody's name and then
following five-line e e \'Ie
John James
Commodore Mansions
123 Abyniére S
Maida Vale
London
United szdcm,

‘The first letter to John James would be
OK, but the next would begin with ‘Dear
M. United Kingdom® — because it would
take the name from the first line, print the
address using the four lines below it, then
move down to the next line.

e nmblect sl how to
makemore of Viza
G:el’wh«lwn;hl

PAPERCLIP

128 REVIVAL

Paperclip has long been one of the classic word-processing
programs for the Commodore 64 — and if first impressions are
anything to go by — the new enhanced version for the
Commodore 128 could gain the same reputation. In fact, you get
both versions on the same disk.

Simply known as New Paperclip, the 128
version of the program includes support
for the 128's 80-column_screen, extra
memary and buiin in DOS wedge com-
mands. Tt owever, make use of the
“dongie-bessd” protecion scheme which i
of increasing interest to software houses.
This means that one of the 128's joystick
ports (in fact, port 2) must be given over to
 small ROM canrdge without which the
program won’t
"The 64 ead 128 versions of the software
arc o the same disks with che 64 version
very welcome support for the
Batterics-Incuded 80-column séaptor.

After_you have DLOADed the
80-column version of the 128 program,
you can switch with impunity between 80

and 40 olumns (providing that ine length
i sct 0 80 columns or more to start with),

Tostcad of El(\ggmg the screen with lots
of on-screen information which should be
in the manual anyway, Paperclip starts you
off with a clear screen (except for the top
two ‘status’ and ‘tab’ lines) — offering
‘maximum space for viewing what you have
written. And with a full 80 columns to
view, there’s none of the annoying ‘scroll-
across’ business where you can't even see
one whole sentence at a time.

‘The status line tells you where the cur-
sor is (by line and character number),
while the tab line will either indicate the
tabs or be used for command queries
Loading and saving fles in New
Paperclip requires a bit more care. With its
abity to differentate between upper and
lower case filenames, you need to make
sure that to retrieve the file ‘dBase’, for ex-
ample, that you don’t type it in as ‘dbase’,
The other major factor which impressed

variety ofprinters — and t0 use arange of
inte found that this printer in-
itialisation  sequence  was

business of getting out of your printer ex
actly what you put into it

Advanced features

Among the more advanced features of the
package which particularly impressed me
was the ability to use numeric tabs and col
umns, so that laying-out a financial report
becomes a relatively simple task. The
package’s column functions also allows for
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a degree of alphanumeric sorting, such
that a column of names in the middle of a
document could be sorted alphabetically
without using a database.

The wide-ranging power of New
Paperclip is not limited to maths and
database functions — it also can handle
form letters. Form letters are created by
merely placing a series of ‘markers’ in a let-
ter you want to send and then referencing
that letter to  ‘variable data file,

Like Easyscript, you have a choice of
outputs for your final work — cither to a
printer or to the screen. The output to
screen on the 128's 80-column screen
means that you can see the page — exactly
as it will be printed out — page by page
before you send it to the printer.

Verdict

There are a good deal many more
features which make New Paperclip
set to capture a substantial part of the
word-processing market on the Com-
modore 128. Suffice it to say that this
wip is well worth a look for any
serious C128 user.

® New Paperclip — 128
Ariolasoft
Tel. 01-836 3411

® Price: £44.95 (disk only)

Geof Wheelwright
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VISIT
PRECISION SOFTWARE
ON STAND 80-82

See our huge new range of software
and peripherals for the
Commodore Amiga, 128-D and 64

SPECIAL SHOW DISCOUNTS

Software Peripherals
® Word Processing Hard drives

® DalaManagement @ Memory expansion
® Muli-function ® Printers

® Interfaces/cables

@ Graphics

hone or write for your
discount show ticket and free product catalogue NOW!

o Precision Sofvars Liited
Prec 6 Park Terrace

n
Software oo ras surey k14722
T B5s5021 PRECS &

Telephone: 01-330 7166
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TOP TEN
1}
EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE
FOR THE
COMMODORE 64 or VIC 20
onty £4.95 EAcH

( 1) PHYSICS O LEV/CSE

( 2) BIOLOGY O LEV/CSE

( 3) MATHS CSE

( 4) COMPUTER STUDIES O LEV/CSE
(

(

(

(

5) MATHS 12/14 YRS
6) SCIENCE 12/14 YRS
7) MATHS 8/11 YRS
8) ARITHMETIC 7/10 YRS
( 9) REASONING 11+
(10) KNOWLEDGE 9/99 YRS
Immediate delivery by First Class Post
MICRO-DE-BUG CONSULTANCY
DEPT. CU. 60 SIR JOHNS ROAD
SELLY PARK, BIRMINGHAM B29 7ER
TEL. 021-472 7610
(Please state computer)
Written and produced by Qualified Educationalists.




eally has to be the bargain of the yer

worth_the monc [
columns and

/unique calculat
pery satlsfac[orx
Suj

Very satisfied, usel the letter writer a
* FROM THE MAKERS OF WORDSTAR *

® breathtakin
= SUPERSCRIPT
ably easy and a t
|
: WORDPROCESSING

From the makers
of WORDSTAR

packages will
do the hare minfmum. SuperScript can't
JUST LOOK AT wait to do the lot!
THIS WORKLOAD
Takes on wriing storing ndcdtingall your % SPECIAL m“_ onul PRICES *
'COMMODORE 64, ATAI I30XE £49.95
And ‘produces letters, invoices, price lsts, COMMODORE 128, A ,LE “e,“. m_“
contracts, labels ec. UPGRADE FROM EASYSCRII
Next ‘runs personalised mailings with lists or
output.
Then creates and rvise 0p qualty
‘presentations reports and tables.
Onto typing term papers, technical reports or
notes:
And even ‘adds, subtracts, multiplies, divides and

does percentagies.

At the same time | giving all round editing and printing.
facilities such as block insert

andty
Not to mention | print review, layout options and
smpiliel docament eletion.

S ORDER NOW

By calling MicroPs
0

ro
on

UPGRADE FROM EASYSCRIPT quoting your Access or Visa no.

TO SUPERSCRIPT — JUST £39.95| oz rom

* Improved perormance
* Maths
# Spelling et
# Print or view 3
* Integrate with SuperBase %
onCommodore 139

with C; User Manual.




BANKER 64
11 you are fod up not being abl to keep track of your bank account this program may
are oking or. Sim;

Keeprack ofyour Softre Recors, Samp olecton, Adgresses e win s
a5y 15 use meni crven fling system. Entry 1165 a1 use defineable. Powt

* BACK-UP- SYSTEMS FOR CBM-84 & VIC:20 *

Tk UP OO

i < SACK UPBOARD MK £1000 <5
Backp sous0

Back u. sonmomL2. 1

pions includs search and amend routnes. Print
i eiciodany o complets 1 10 a1y At i the 120 it s
can be Stored on both disK and tape.
Fia i progri s vy g vl t 0428
ecial Oe — Both programs $10DIk. Bath pegrams £7.00 Tape
Afokes ciuge T 4
3P ELkC

ics
27 Dennam Way, Camber, Rye, East Susses TN31 7XP Tel: 0797) 225549

T

TRONIC,

eIPC REO
48Ripon Sreet, Parkinson Lan munx West Yorkshire, HX1 3UG.
(04

tmazruonsz SorrwaRE
ELITE CHEAT II*

AMAJOR ADVANCE FOR THE
64 AND 1541 DISK DRIVE

'K’z‘\?ﬁb‘i's"é’“s' E"w Y

e

COMMODORE 64, 126 AND VIC-20
APE BACK:UP BOARD

+*THE BEST VALUE FOR MONEY BACK.UP BOARDS FOR CBM COMPUTERS"*

RESET CARTRIDGE
C

+*FOR THE COMMODORE

CLARK KENT SOFTWARE
26 North Cape Walk, Corby, Northants NN18 9DQ

Totally unobtrusive in use the Gockroach
-ROM plugs-in n piace of

ine normal 8K kernal ROM to mmediatel
provide LOAD- wil load virtually
ALL commercial software with speed
improvements up 10 600%.

FAST FORMAT in 30 seconds
SCREEN DUMP even whie program

is runnin

FAST SAVE-save 3tmesfaster //
(with verty). /

TURBO-ROM works with
1 or 2 drives, with the printer connected
(some fast loaders don't) and does not tie up the.
cartridge socket. The TURBO-ROM can be fitted in minutes
and eft_permanently installed and has an externally
accessible swilch o select between normal and
turbo operation
(ONLY £19.99 INCLUSIVE — SEND CHEQUE ORP 0.
SOFTW,

Cockroach

20, THE CRESCENT, MACHEN, NEWPORT. GWENT, NP1 ND (0633) 440434

HINTS - POKES - MAPS
MONTHLY HANDBOOKS FOR COMMODORE 64/128
OWNERS. HUNDREDS OF GAME PLAYING TIPS IN

EACH EDITION, PLUS, COMPETITIONS AND
SOFTWARE OFFERS
COMMODORE ARCADE HANDBOOK
ADVENTURERS HANDBOOK

£1.00
£1.00
£0.75
£1.00

Send Cheaue or P.O. i

SERVICES (C.U)

H&D
1338 ASHTON OLD ROAD, HIGHER OPENSHAW,

MANCHESTER M11 1JG.  Tel: 061-370 5666

WRITE YOUR PROGRAMS IN PLAIN ENGLISH
uropean Lar

64 Program Generators (D1 ~ Wi 1000° of aliferent programs:

LOG Authorising Sysem
FILEWRITER, REPORTWRITER & MENU\
(Codewriter sections) £29 each
ELF (Locked in calcsitext manipulating program and more!) new £29
Generated Programs (professionally produced by our customers,
YoU To0%)

ALBUM RECORDS, BOOK LIBRARY. SHERLOCK, THRILLERS, ANDROID
£9.95 each

o delivery of the above, and £3.50 will

‘Send your cheque for return, maikfre
sample programs writien using

et vou moreist PLUS a damoriak win
the bove (iext versions oniy) made out 10
ETCE ERA Ltd.

2 Valdemosa, Lslet X Rosds, Guernsey-GE. (Tel. 0481 44955)

COMMODORE 64 DATABASE — DATAFILE

3 e,
5 use ntucions. CBM 84 (compledy
ROPRO — TEXTFILE
s
i iy e e
s e v SMB 64 complod:

antee and can b i al

0 pri o mosi
ace). Price includes fast deivery by st

SUPERSAVERS for C64,

s e oo o WFESIEEIS A e

'STONEMAM DIREGT, 131 DONCASTER HOAD,

Dopt. 3,75 Oakihorge Gardans,Todals, Wos! Midiands 569 2LF
1 021 557 8596 (7-9 p.m)




Good news for those of you thinking about buying a
printer. Two new top-quality printers have just appeared
that feature Commodore interface cartridges. Bohdan

Buciak checks o
120D

STAR NL-10
PRINTER

The NL-10 is the latest in cheap and
speedy dot-matrix printers from Japanese
manufacturer Star. Tt features high speed,
NLQ option and plugin interfac
tridge — and does it for around
(including cartridge). In fact, it's an
upgrade o, St eurlier Commodore
printer, the SG'

AT P e ey
although a little deeper than is usual. At
the front, there’s a daunting panel of but-

- L
't o i RN
T I
0 S 1~k w
Led—x1N
(UF)  (DOWNY  (LEFT)
(CLR) (HOME) (INST)
The St NL-10 or
The Star NL-10 print:

The Star NL-10 prints across 136 ¢
This is NLQ (near

ut both the Star NL-10 and

the Citizen

characters per second, whilst NLQ pro-
duces 30 cps. In both cases print quality is
very good, with NLQ mode producing ful-
Iy formed and more stylish characters
(especially using italics) — you probably
won't find better at this price. One restric-
tion, though, is that you can't set NLQ to
print across a pitch other than 80
characters.

Installing paper, whether it's continuous
or single sheet, is simple. But the all
purpose lever on the left is pretty stiff and
not quite long enough. At least Star has
done away with the typewriter style rib.
bons it used to employ and has gone for

cartridges instead — no more in-

One gripe, though i the perspex hood
which must be in place or the printer just
won't work (it touches a micro-switch
when down). Since it's not even hinged,
the tempuation is to dispose of it

in draft node
letter quality)

mode

Star NL-10: prints true
Commiodons Graphios
but expands o

control codes.

mode

This is NLQ (near letter quality) mode printing italics
expanded text

This is an
tons and lights. This control panel is one
of the NL-10’s more unique features

3

Star have sensibly tried to do away with
the annoying use of DIP switches and con:
trol codes to get at the printer’s facilities.
So it’s fitted a row of six touch-sensitive
buttons at the front that let you set all the
most useful print functions simply and
easily

So you get printing across 80, 96 and
136 columns, bold print, NLQ and NLQ
in italics, paper feed, left and right margin
setting, just be pressing combinations of
buttons.

Control codes let you access the usual

example of [AUANNA printing

range of fcltes: suburip, supercrip,
condensed, enlarged and super enlarged
Charactees, pica o elte pteh, busincs or
graphics character set, underline, propor
tional print, italics, ariable line
spacing, dot graphics,
haracters and the like. There’s also a
‘macro’ that lets you define a set of codes
and call them up whenever you like

A set of DIP switches is provided at the
back (easily accessible) for
like device numbers (4 or 5), line feed and
international character sets.

ting things

So much for uclliis, what sbout spesd?
Drafi mode gives you iy 120

o v o e ]
dropped it and broke it). A bigger gripe is
that the manual docsn't tell you about the
micro-switch, so I spent the first half hour
thiskiog theprioter eus ks = peckably
why I broke the hood.

A\nmmbn the interface makes the

h
s W i g oy A
mode.

For example, you'll get (CLR) instead of
the familiar heart-shape ‘clear screen’
aphic. That goes for colour, cursor and
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function key graphics too. It all sounds
sensible and logical but may put purists off
a lttle.

put a lot of con-
structive thought into the NL-10 and,
t0 their credit, have solved the pro-
blems most new printer users face.

I fact, your only worry with this

a lot more than a 64.

CITIZEN 120D
PRINTER

Like the Star NL-10, the new Citizen
120D printer features the latest printer in-
novations: cartridge interface, NLQ option
and specdy printing. But at ‘around £235,
it's that bit cheaper.

Although our test machine used the Cen.
tronics cartridge supplicd as standard, a
Commodore cartridge will be ready soon
(around £25 extra), that prints the com.

This

sisane

ple of reduced te

This 1 an example of reduced tert in Mg sode

An this

Yo o w moum out and
doesn’t display the option you've sclccted.

You just press the rather confusing com-
bination of buttons and hope for the best

on and off and set pica, italic, emphasised

is Near Letter Quality mods-r
This iz emphasised NLQ mode

plete Commaodore graphics set. Apart from
that, Citizen reckons it performs just like
the standard Centronics interface

o reduced piot. Beter sl the at three
options also work in NLQ mode — so you
could print, say, emphassed NL

e "The' obligatory DIP switches arc sen

he p

sibly located on the interface cartridge and

The 120D is very slim and small. Take the
ed off (that'sstandard,as el s
) and it fits inside a briefcase
with room . spare. That's pretty neat, but
Il impression is not one of stur.
s the small and flimsy

for setiing NLQ and condensed pitch
permanently

“To access this printer’s other facilities —
d print, propor-
Like Stu, Citlzen has designed it con spacing, underline,
trol panel to let you access a whole load of  overscore, reverse, subscripts and
printer functions easily. Sadly, Citizen’s  superseripts, justification, graphics —

It's getting easier for Commodore owners to use foday’s new
and high quality printers. That's because they're now designed
fo use a variety of interface cartridges. Simply choose the Com-
modore interface, plug it info the printer, and your Com-
modore micro is immediately compatible — no need for messy
and unreliable inferface adapfors.

But there are more benefifs: these new-generation printers of-
fer not only fasfer speeds in ‘normal’ mode but a higher quality

LQ (near letter quality) mode. This option produces fuller
more solid characters for correspondence quality fe:

Bul NLQ Is always much slower thon nomal draft mode
because the print-head must pass across the line of text twice;
the second paiss fills in space between the dots, making each
character look more solid

So Commodore users aren't being left out. With bi

Citizen 120D.
‘unassuming litle
printer packs a wealth
of facilties.

you'll have to send control codes, which
are compatible with Epson protocols. Like
he the 120D lets you string together
a series of codes and issue them as one
command.

Print speed in normal mode s a nippy 120
characters per second, deteriorating to
25cps in NLQ mode. Although normal
mode is rather thin and watery, NLQ
mode is good and sharp. It gets better
S s e e Beeors il
full and bold when set to emphasized.

"Phe St o coene o tha o sk
out considerably on speed. The con:
solation is that print quality s surprising:
Iy good for a machine that doesn’t look like
being an impressive performer

One novel feature worth mentioning is
that paper can be fed from the back or up
from underneath the body of the printer,
thereby saving space since you can stack
paper underneath. Trouble is, Citizen
don't provide any legs.

IU’s a pity that the 120D looks such an

is whether the
ble, and whether its flimsy looking
peiagiead caniasageaealeary
workload

can never establish.

companies like Star and Citizen offering Commodore interface
cunndges Ior their products, many more companies are sure
o follow

s worth remembering that such printers imitate Com-
modore models. So if you're using old soft-

@ Star NL-10 Prinfer
star M\ vomcs
Tel. 01-840 1800

® Price: 2230 (ex VAT)

ware, like Easyscript, set up to output to a Commodore printer,
you may not have commands for all the new functions (bold,
condensed, enlarged, underline etc) since older Commodore
printers couldn't produce them.

@ Citizen 120D Prinfer
cmzen Europe Lid
7262

. Prloe £235 (ex VAT)
£25 (Commodore cart)
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Terminal Case

I purchased a Plus/4 rocent

I now going 1
upgmda 1o 128. 1 there
y | can ufilize the

Plostd whh the 126¢

I have read you can have
@ main computer (a 128) and  “ter-
minal” (o Plus/4). What does this
mean and is it possible to do this with
these computers? Also what are the
advantages of this? Thanks for a great

mag.
Steve Terrington, Leeds

When you read about
imain computers"’ with
“te

e 1o access
the computer at the same time. The

puter and make it act as the ter.
minal, unless |I|5

have to n
fact that you will
incompatible com-
rs, since software that runs on

t run on the other
(unless it uses BASIC 2.0 commands
without any POKEs or PEEKs;
highly unlikely in practice).

you wil
the

Funny Noises

When | load from disk, after
a few seconds, | get @ ham-
o rapid
noise of clicks. This always
happens, so | assume thot
it's just the way it loads. The
noise o aceurs. wilh ‘some dich
errors.
My disk-drive always loads perfect-
so there is nothing fo worry
about. But why does it make such @
LOUD noisef If sounds very unheaithy |
R Self, Bromley.

<

The noise the drive
makes is the protec

on the disk being che
1o ensure it is not
The

on
ecked
copy:

r the micro-
il Shll et just ke @
dumb terminal.

Both the 128 and the Plus/4 are
designed s single-user computers
and ther
torm

0 attach the 2 computers
fogether using the User-port, but
you would ha ft-
ware 1o drive the
betw

Doing this coutd aliow
the [Plusid as_ the

puter) which then gets on with the

sound or number

g.
However, | suspect that is a bit
too involved for you at present

88 COMMODORE USER

head d v i
ing 1he ‘stop 1o pocition Ieelt 1er
track 1; it does this to ensure that
the head is corectly positioned
befare it tries to find a particular

frack whete an arror has bes
placed. Wheneve
the drive it t does ‘“he Jome n.l..g i
certe unds bad, but it's how
the rive was designed:

gram after LOAD “/X"",8,12 (where X
the file name). ‘Try this for

ample:
10 PRINT “HELLO”
20 LOAD “X”, 8,1
30 PRINT ”GOODBVE"

1f you run it, assuming the file ‘X" is
not a BASIC file, say part of a game,
then after loading you will cause o
Ioop with *HELLO being printed, bu
never "GO —or whatever
you want on UNE 30 as it is ignored!
Is there any way fo prevent this?
C. Hacker, W. Yorkshire.

The Commodore has the
ability to ‘chain’ pro-
grams by calling one pro.
m from another
Thencarrying on by runm
ing the new program in
the Basic area. If you have loaded

start agal in.
ince variables are not reset by
this ‘chaning’ then you can get
tound this problem m by
5Z=Z+1:1F Z>1 THEN GOTO 30
The et e you run the pro-

ram Z=1, but the second time it
runs, after loading , the pro-
gram will jump to line 30 and con-

tinue. Alright?

Playback problem

Recently, | absentmindedly

# ¥ No Goodbyes

| own a Commodore 64 and
1541 disk-drive and would
be grateful if you could help
me with the following
problem
the computer
always jump et e of apro-

lugged in my C2N whist
R Rttt ea ) vics
witched on. Since then o

smoll fauh has boen svident

which although not insur-
mountable causes o ot of fusiraton

When I'm loading programs, in-

stead of ge"mg ‘e PRESS PLAY ON

Provided | press the play button on the
1ape recorder all programs load OK.



Once loaded the Datasette stops as
normal but when | then press the stop
button on the C2N the cassette remains
disabled and | am unable o either
fost-forward or rewind the tape.

It seems that a fault in the computer
is giving false information about the
stalus of the cassefte recorder. What
can | dof
R. Howells, Pontypridd.

The cas:

permanent ‘on’ state. The indica-
tion to the computer is that the
PLAY button is permanently press-
ed, hence your pre
10 say that th of
thisipeablsmilooks ke replu(mg
mputer,

Rt youdoit Yourself will cost
around

A|Iemurlvely, one of the many
repair companles will be happy to
elieve yo 5 and
£35 10 da I for you. The chip can be
obtained from Video Vault Ltd, Tel.
04574 66335 167761, wha can olso
there are
ompanies such as Mancomp
td, ul eu 34418881 9888.
e o warning 1o
othar users. DO NO
ATTACH ANY L oswczs w mr Com.

Eeeaoe t soutd ast you d-arly.

Running together

Please find enclosed two

could tell me how | could get
them 1o run together, show-

ing the graphics and sound fogether.

Here are the two program listings:

10 GRAPHIC 1,

20 S=INT (RND(1)*10+5)

30 FOR I=5 TO 40

40 CIRCLE 1, 160, 100, 1, I,,,,

50 CIRCIE; 6OMIo0) LI, 12014
RND(1)*16+17

96 BT (RND(1)*7+1)

80 COLOUR I,C,D

90 NEXT|

100 GOTO 30

an:

10 voL2

20 RSINTRND(0):10) +1
1TOR

AO SOUNDZ 345+30°X,10

50 NEXT X

60 FOR X=R TO 1 STEP +1

70 SOUND 2,700+30°X, 1

80 NEXTX

90 TvINT(RND(O) TDQ) +30
100 SOUN

110 GOTO 20

Hope you can help me.

N.W. Edwards, Cardiff.

You are trying to do two
independant things
simultaneously, which

average computer

finds rather difficult (at

east, until the Amiga

gets heri]. The only way to really
2 programs is to

drive the music I machine-code
through the use of ‘interrupts’, but
| ssume that wasn's really’ the
answer for. If

You wan ‘random’ musk, at the

same as your graphics pro-

gram then you will have fo accept

a more simple sound, otherwise

the combined program would be

s0 slow at to be useless,
'y adding the following lines to
yuur nm program:

35 SOUND?, (50°D) +30° (I5),8
SOUND 2,345-30* (C-6),
These will give You o ran

t 1 yet still allow
the gray t o
reasonal eed. If you really

want ‘games-type’ sound at exact-
Iy the same time as fast graphics
to learn

Tune a day

1 own @ C16 and | am not
bad at programming, but |
am no good at making my
computer play funes. So
could you please help me by
writing a short tune in your

magazine fo give me some idea how

to make my computer play tunes, and
me to learn how to write music

programs
J. Cornish, Plymouth

The easiest way of play-
ing tunes on the C16 is to
create the
ries of data statements
Showing the voics, note
and duration. This then

allows you to have 2 part harmony
by using volces 1 and 2 atthe same

"The Jfollowing short program
1 fow bars of a well-
10-50 apply

duration of 240, you can then play
4 2 each

o
of 60 while Voice 1 is still
You won't get fo sound
but

even they had fo start somewhere!
VoL

wo
Ss

2
READ §.

30 IF S<0 THEN END

35 READ N,T

40 SOUND'S,N,T

"
s

01

60 DATA 2,685, 15, 1, 169, 240,
2,739, 60, 2, 770, 60, 2, 798,

60, 2,810, 30, 2, 798, 15, 2,

739,

DATA 1, 213, 120, 2, 770, 30,
2, 810,30, 2, 798, 60, 1, 453,
120, 2, 798, 90, -

N
3

___Loading tricks

What is the significance of
Me sm!emam L bt 17
, 18

Qo helpa o Also,
hnve read that

OA

merely the et i P
blocks free, instead of the whole direc-
tory. If you type NEW, though, you
can gt it back ram memory by yping
LO; 4", 8, 1 again. How come?
A UL iR,
and 'S’ also provide many strange

results
H. Rennison, Torquay.

OAD **¢",8,1, does ab-
solutely nothing useful.
Since * is the symbol nor-
lly associated with o
disk butfer in the sk’
a it appears to

be loading the confents of the first
buffer. As for the
baven's Siraady rouiend

an load parts of a disk directory
Seing ‘wildeards’,

OAD"’$:C*"",8 for

example,

e C. Using /$$"" just means that

u h jiven the disk any in-
mmmmn (it ignores the second §
o filenames appear; you
still get the header and free blocks
lines though.
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h there you are. Couldn't
Keep away could you?
Pullup a chair and I tel
Jou ome tas fo e

software world. Are you
smmgmmlanamw Then!llbegin

ay jokes were pretty

DWY il e | ough Fors

e

flat i the game indusiry than the
it

market with a batch of sidesplting
games with titles like Aids Attack, Seal
Culland Motorway Maniac. The man
behind such a convincing wind-up
tumed out to be none other than
Commodore Horizontal's editor Chris
Jenkins. Weak Chris, weak
. . .

Ocean are undoubtedly the most
accident prone games house around.
Big boss David Ward managed to
disiocate hs shoulder whist re-enact.
inga scene from Winter Games on his
sking holiday. | never realised such
affictions could be catching though,
until | heard that his comparion who
turned out to be Centresoft boss Anne
Brown's sister broke her ankle as
wel

o et
Im glad you reminded me about
Anne Brown because a hotshotophile
who shall remain nameless told me
tha the sales manager of a arge etai
chain refers to US Gold's Legend of
the Amazon Women as The Legend of
Anne Brown. What does he mean.

. . .

| was amused to receive a hostile
letter from the Porsche car manu:
facturers complaining of misuse of
their company's rademarks. How can
they be so mean after al this business
has done for them? The closest | have:
come to one myself was the dinky toy
model Ariolasoft presented to me
after their racing day last year.
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‘ames Plus Games Plus Gam

old muso generation who went around.
writing songs about King Arthur that lasted for a whole albu.
He's scratching his head because even he can’t understand why

Commadore asked him to help promot

te their Music Expansion Kit

Bring back Rolf Harris and Tony Hart we say.

| was even more amused o see the
effect buying Sinclair had on

Channel Four's The Tube. CAV(
editor Marshall Metcalfe presided
over the afair.

Splash! & young stoward

sacrifices his ife to

hundreds Dfﬂu:.r'nylr.r from a
watery death as thousands
panicked at the prospect of

Soft Ad haro Rod Cousens” eg0

sending the SS Golde

Amrads she proe. o by The mel and ceremonies went off Joyeticks o the bottom.
105 crap o bad

behaviour fom anyone. | was upset game, s released on the 64. Bet Sof

. . . because | was forced to sit next to in- ware House was House;

Cartoon fans take note that Mel
bourne House have their  Asterix
gameoutin June.

. . .

Virgin boss and SOP youth policy
coordinator Nick Alexander was spot-
ted recently releasing 650 balloons
outside the Houses of Parliament. An
act 50 symbolic even Nick didn't know
what it was for.

dusty eccentric Mel Croucher who
kept stopping the conversation to talk
into a portable tape recorder. So un-
professional. My other
nions were 5o dul I've forgotten who
the .

The coveted awards went to the
following lucky_recipients: Best
Strategy Game: Theatre Europe; Best
Adventure: Red Moo, Best Arcade
Game of the Year: Commando; Best
Original Game: Little Computer Peo

table compa- ting

Best game of the year was Way of the
Exploding Fist

Afterwards | went around presen-
afew awards of my own. The Hot
shot Golden Slug Award for Latest

ver Game wen {0 US Gold for Tigers
in the Snow — first advertised in the
press as long ago as 1984. Orpheus
an away with my Lead Balloon Award
for The Young Ones. The Golden
Cockroach for Bug o the Year went to
Melbourne House's Gyroscope. Final

ple; Best Frogrammer yas Steven  the npualHotshots Ron Akrson
. . . row a man condemned to obscurity Golden Cheque Book went to U.S.
Last month saw out that most until Starquake, his Bubble Bus Gold

prestigious of ceremonies,
Oscars of the software work, the
Computer and Video Games Golden
Joystick Awards.

The avish afai took place on one
of Virgin's riverboats that cruise up
and down the Thames haiding parties
for debs and sloanes. So what was 2
cowboy industry like ours doing on t?

n | boarded that vessel it
resembled something out of those old
riverboat movies, there were_ that
many hustlrs and. ganblers on

The clink clink that could be heard
e embankments was not the
Soundof gasses b aed e
ment, but the sound of dozens of
spurs chiming on the decks. The last
time | saw so many pairs of cowuboy
boots was Nashvile
ompering the ghastly affair was
jolly Jools Holand wearing one of
those loud spivvy suits he has made
so fashionable whilst presenting

Paula Byrne and Geoff Heath of Melbourne House show off the
‘awards for Game of the Yoar and Software House of the Year.
Jools Holland shows off his shiny suit. Yeurgh!




£7.95 Cassette

CBM 64 £10.95 Disc

Trade S
TRE, ANCO SOFTWARE,
55, TILE KILN LANE, BE X Lo JENT: U
ibohons. 032
Mail Order: Payment by Ci 0, VISA o ACGESS!
24 Hour Credit Card Service: 0322 622631
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