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WHAT ON EARTH IS THIS?
We lc.ome to the Mi dr, i te So-ftware Gaze-t-te., .~I o-f-f--the- II.I .:<.1 1 pub 1i c:o.-t i on

o-f the Cen-tral Illinois PET Users. <PET is a trademark 0+ Commodore
Business Machine Inc.. 121 I-t is our attempt to +i 11 the vacuum in PET
reviews sinc.e -the PET GAZETTE -folded a year· ago. Un-ti 1 then, near·ly
every available PET program was reviewed quickly. Since, lots 0+ PET
programs have been o-f+er·ed -for s.30.1e, bu-t I·••'er·::'" +e~u revieuJed. Some 0+ -the
new programs ar·e VERY expensive. Who wants to spend $1121121+ on a progr~"

-that ma}-' be junk?
Who are we to do the reviews? •• Just PET owners with lots o-f

so-ftware. JS has written some published reviews. The res-t have other
writing experience. Between us, we have all models & varieties 0+ PET
equipment, excep-t the 812132. We want PETdom to prosper. Good so-ftw.~·e

will help. We wi 11 point you to it, & steer you aw~'" +rom tr.~h.

The Gazette is mailed FREE to all who send a sel-f-arldressed reply
envelope wi-th two stamps to this address:

Central IL PET Users
c./·o Jim Strasma
3838 Berlton Dr.
Dec.a-tur, IL 62526

U.S.A.
(Overseas airmai 1 postage -for 1 oz. is $12t.52U.S.) 1+ you want -the next
issue, send an extra envelope. We do not c.harge -for subscriptions. (We
.30.1so don·' t -tur·n do~un c.ontr· i but ions. ) We U.I ill not riot i -f~,' ~'ou 0+ neu.1
issues. As e.3o.C.h issue is done, me stu-f-f it in the en~.·'e lopes on hand, i!<
mai 1 them. Your job is to copy the newslet-ter -for others! This should
be ·30. quar·ter h' r-e'..dew, but all IJJe guararltee is--i -t ~ui 11 be 1.1IQt-·th e'·)ery
penny you P~y -for it!

Author's I)J ill i ng -to risk .:.. t-·ev i el)J ·~·e i nv i -ted to send in !C·rogr·.30ms.
On h·' ::···OLU'· r-ev i eUJer' ~I.I ill see them. PET users are IJJe lc.ome to send guest
reviems. Be honest & -fair in -them. Keep them short, Qr they'll be
edited. 1+ you ha~)e a program you want to sell, but can't see spending
$2,5121121 +or' a. -fu 1 I-page ad in B::...te, 1.1Ie·' 1 1 r·e'·) i e~IJ it +or· ::-··ou. I + ~,·O'.At-·

pr·c,gr·am i sn·' t a \r·ea.dy advert i sed mi de 1::-'., we' 11 inc. lude- ::-'OI.W· .30ddr·ess or'
phone numbe-r in the review so -folks can order your programs. (This
isrl·'t a come-on -t.:) bui Id OI.Ar· -libr·ar-y. We ha~.-Ie too mar.::··' pt-·ogr·30IfIS
.30. \r'eady ! )

Our key ques-tions 0+ a program are:
1) Who can use it?
2) Does it work?
3) Is it -fun?
4) Does it do anything important?
5) lsi t wc,r·th -the cost?
6) What don't -the- ads say?

In this -first issue, the r·eviews ·3or-e by Jim S-trasma & Jim Old+ield.
Later issues wi 11 inc. lude o++er·ings +r·om the r·es-t 0+ -the c h~b. All
r'ev i elJJS ar·e -the op i n i ,:)n o-f -the r·e l .... i elJJer· .~ 1i I.<:e .30.1 1 huma.rt e++ot'·-ts., -the::,'
ma,..... inc ll.Ade ert-·or·s. Cor-·r·ectic,ns are ~lJe lc.ome.

VI S I CALC, $200 -fr'om Per'sona 1 So-ftwar·e. Pro-tec.ted. needs 32k 8: disk.
This is a super progr'~fl, as Apt=' le OI.I.lne-r·s .30.1r·e.:._d~.' knol.lJ. It: is both
highly use-ful and -fun to use. The instructions ·~·e -the best ye-t. Well
IJJorth the cost. M::... on ly gr i pe is that it l.Jses ·30. dummy ROt'l .:.:-1:: $ 9121 121 t1 .f!,:
r'uns out 0+ memor'::-' too soon. A +unct i on.30. 1 RCIM '.!.IOU Id le.:..'....e rftor·e memot-·::.··
+or data. Otherwise, it's per+ect. -JS

Cc.p::-·· t·le. I I.oJant to Tr·.30'..·'e 1 1
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WORD PRO 2 & 3 $200 & $300 ~rom Pro~essional So~tware. Protected. 2
needs 16k. 3 needs 32. Both need disk. As most PET users know, this is
the other super program. PET word processing is second to none with
these. Both are very well documented. Use 2~or a great letter. use 3
~or anything longer. In regular· use, either is worth its cost. 2 uses a
dummy ROM at $b000, 3's dummy is at $a000. 3 has more commands than
Commodore has ROM sets. -JS

PROFILER, $100 ~rom Intermountain Data. Heeds a disk. Claims to
maintain 1100 ~iles per diskette, but only about 100 can be in the same
database. Ho way wou Id I pay' th i s much ~or· a 4k Bas i c database manager
with sequential ~iles! -JS

JIHSAM, $150 & up, ~rom Jini Microsystems. Protected. Heeds 16k & a
disk. Hot ~or DOS 2. The best available PET database manager. Very
complete. LOTS o~ documentation. FAST random access to 650 records.
Over 150k o~ well-written Basic programs, & add-on modules to do about
everything. Uses a dummy ROM at $9000. Current version takes some setup
& lots OT disks. Well worth it ~or serious uses. Far- better than their
earlier JIHI databa~e, sold by the Computer Factory ~or $125. -JS

TALKIHG CALCULATOR, $15 ~rom Progr~ama International. Heeds 16k plus
second cassette bu~~er. Hot ~or Basic 4. A must Tor blind people, &
grea~ Tun ~or kids. Very recognizable speech. -JS

BASIC PROGRAMMER'S TOOLKIT ROM, $50 & $80, Trom Palo Alto ICs. Hot Tor
Basic 4.0.* Best known OT all PET programs. Adds several vital commands
to Basic. In ROM at $b000. Uses end OT second cassette bu~~er. Fine
manual. I~ you write progr~as, you need it! -JS

DISK-O-PRO, $75 Trom Skyles Electric Works. Basic 2 only. Good
imitation OT Basic $.0 ~or those who don't want to throw out old
progr~ns. Has other added commands, notably beep, scroll & print-using.
4k ROM at $9000. Compatible with Toolkit ROM. SOTtware compatible with
programs ~or Basic 4, unless they use machine-language ROM calls. Works
even during program execution. Slows Basic 20-30? in use. Manual is too
brie~. Has a ~air list OT no-no's. Ignoring some crashes Basic. Hot
quite as good as having both Basic 2 arid Basic 4. Like Basic 4, uses
most o~ second cassette bu~~er.-JS

EXTRAMOH, $15 Trom Programma International. Hot Tor Basic 1.* 2k SUPER
monitor. Does Tor machine-language what the Toolkit ROM does ~or Basic.
Lots OT VERY useTul added commands. OK to exchar,ge. -JS

KRAM, $100 ~rom Computer Factory. Heeds a disk & 16k. Excellent & ~ast

random Tile manager. Fine manual. Comes with a simple mailing list
program. Actually uses its ROM at $a800. Can't have multiple keys to
the same data, a serious limitation in uses that nee~ later sorting.
Alternative to JIHSAM Tor those who need to write their own programs.
-.JS

ASM/TED, $50 ~rom Eastern House SoTtware. Best cassette-only assembler
commercially available. Heeds 16k. Hot ~or disk~ or Basic 4. Printer
dr· i •·...er· a.~."a.i lah Ie on r·equest. Ver·s i or,s .~I.)ai lab le Tor· most 6502
computers. Includes near·ly every desirahle command, even conditional

COPy' !"le. I 1.oJ.~nt to Trave I! Page2
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assembly & macros. Sligh~ly con~using manual. -JS

MAE, $170 ~rom EHS. ASM/TED per~ected. Well ma~ed to disk & prin~er.

Needs 32k. No~ ~or Basic 1. Good m.~lual. Includes LOTs o~ useful
accessory progr~ns. The word ~r'o~essor module, included, is be~~er ~h.~,

~Jord Pro 2 in mar,~'" wa;···s. La.~est ver'sion is re loca~a.ble & compa~ib le
wi~h ASM/TED ~apes. Has i~s own user group (s~ar'~ed by me af~er

reviewing MAE for COMPUTE.) -JS

CBM ASSEMBLER PACKAGE, $80 ~rom Commodore. An excellen~ assembler,
similar' ~o MAE. No~ ~or c.~se~~e or Basic 1. Fine brie~ manual. No
macros. Handles high & low par'~s Of labels be~~er ~han MAE, & allows
rese~ing o~ program coun~er during assembly. Sends ou~pu~ ~o disk.
Needs a special loader ~o ge~ i~ back in memory. -JS

RABBIT, $30 & $50, EHS. Basic 2 only. Quadruples ~he progr··~1 loading
speed o~ PET's casse~~e. Avai lable on ~ape or in ROM. The ROM sits a~

$a000. I ~ ~ha~ SIOO+' i s ~r'ee, ge+' +'he ROl'l. I +, saves 40 se.:.onds k •.:;.d i n'21
Rabbi+, i+'sel~ each ~ime you rese~ PET. ComlOa+,ible wi+,h Toolki~ ROM.
Adds a well-done repea~ key ~ea+,ure, hex-decimal conversion & 2 memory
~es~s ~o Basic. Leas~ cos+' way +'0 ~as+'er IOrogr.~ loads. ROM version
uses par~ o~ second casse~+'e bu~+er. Un~or'~una~ely, doesn'+, slOeed up
da~a. files. -.JS

PLANET MINERS, $15 +rom Avalon Hill. In+'ermedia~e complexi~y. Good g~ne

of s~ra~egy and chance. Many var'iables ~o con+,end wi~h. Your mission is
to be ~he weal~hies~ of 4 f.~i lies, af~er exploring and mining ~he

planets of our solar' sys~em. Figure on spending some ~ime 101aying, as
~his g~"e +'akes ~hough~ and plannin~. -JO

MIDWAY CAMPAIGN, $15, AH. In~ermedia+'e complexi~;.-'. If you like war'
simula~ions, you'll enjoy ~his one. Scaled version of ~he Ba~+'le o~

Midway be~ween ~he U.S•.~Id Japan durin~ Wor·ld War II. The compu~er is
a. ~o".l·~h ot:-ponen+'. I ~ ~.:;.I.<es charge of ~he ~T.:;p.:;,nese +or·ces, 1.!Jh i ch
ou+'number' ;.-'ol..~rs. As in PLANET MINERS, ;.>01...1 rnus~ read ~he I....e 1 1 1.!Jr· i ~~en
ins~ruc~ions if you expec+' ~o bea~ ~he compu~er. -JO

HEARTS 1 • 5.r $15 fr'clm Dyna.comrc· • I ~ :"'01...1 need ~o h.:;.·..-'e a. c.:;r-d -:'1.:;.me of
Hear-~s, ~hen YOI...l·r 1 1 bu::,' i ~ .: o~her·!J.1 i Se,r don .r ~. - .JO

GAMES PAC II, $10, Dynacomp. A collec~ion of ~~nes, primar'i ly of cards,
e. g. Acey Dl~eC7·.r Cr' az~··' 8·r s • 6 sma I 1 pr·ogt-·.~IS met-ged i n~o 1 ~ro':-,r'aIr, ~ha.~

r'eql~ i res 16k. User' grourc's ha.ve Ioe~~er' 'v'er's ions of ~hese ':,1aI(leS.r a.~ .:;.
be+'+,er price. -JO

PENNY ARCADE, $8 ~rom Ins~.~I+' So~~war·e. Easy. The only good program in
~his collec~ion o~ 8k games, is Soli~,~·e. Wi~h a li~tle dressing up,
i+,'s a good c'~'d game. To my knowledge, it's ~he only Soli~ar'e program
avai lable for ~he Pe~. -JO

MICROTHELLO, $10 from AB Compu+'ers. Challenging +.~ impossible. For'
.~,yone r-emo~e ly i n~er'es~ed i n O~he 110, I r'ecommend ~h i s r:·r·o-~t-· .:;IJ).

Wri~~en in basic and rn~:.hine langua~e, i+, is FAST. Has 6 levels of
t=' la::,-. Fot-'-~e~ leve 1 5; i ~' s ne·3Y· 1;.-' i mposs i b Ie. 'ylC,I...I '...Ise a. b 1i nk i n-~ cut-'sew'
+'0 move.r & :,..'01...1 'J".3.~,:.h ~he Pe+' .3Y,a.l;,·ze +'he board.r wh i Ie ~h i nk i n-21 .:;bou~

i~s moves. I~ has many op~ions bui l~-in. You'll enjoy playing i~. -JO

COIOY Me. I Wan~ ~o Tr' ·3,'·.-'e l'
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left out. f-'rograms by
User Group disks Ul-U3.
ourselves. An out.side

OATESTONES OF RYN, $15 ~rom Automated Simulations. Intermediate
COfilf-' le::-::i t::.··. The same conc.ept used in this r·o Ie 10 la>··ing gar...e is used in
the i r· othet-· -f i ne pt-·O·:W··:OIfI., liTem!'=' le o~ Apsha.i". The graph i c.s are adequa"te
but s 101.1.1. i i:.' s a.l 1 in r·e.:o.l t. i me., 1.1Ih i c.h makes· for· a g.:)od gaIoe. I f you
c.:oy.·' t a.-ffot-·d "Tell"l!'=' Ie II .' then b,-~;.> "Da.testones", & sa..·...e some more -for· "the
r·est of A. S •.' s -f.~,tas::.> r·o Ie p la.:yin~1 g·3Iiles. -.10

Now -for a couple of h.;:or·dware reviews:

THE BASIC SWITCH, $130 & Uf-', -frofil Comput.er Center o-f South Bend. For
t.hose uJC":w·a.din·~ to either· B.:osic 2 or· Basic 4. F lips -:1.l~ick 1>-' & easi 1;"
between 2 versions of Basic. Inc.ludes an extra socket -for the Toolkit
or 1.l.lh.3.te·....er·. I nstruc.t ions -for· the upgr·.3.de to 4.0 ·:oY·e sp.;:or·se so f.:;r. The
best way t.o go t.o 4.0, if you can af-ford it. Too bad it doesn't also
-flip t.he other t.wo ROM sockets. -JS

DIAL-A-ROt-l., $88 ,(!-: uy.:·, -ft-·om Koba.tek S::"stems Ltd. The best ·:oy,slJ.ter to the
r·.:;sh of nel.l.l F<:Ot1 f-'r·0";:"-·.3Ii'S fot-· PET, f!.: ~:w·O:ltec. t i on ROf'ls used in ot.het
r-·r·o·:w· ·:oms • SI.U i t.ches i nst.:ont h' between 6 F<:OMs .:;.t anyone .3.ddr·ess. Comes
in .:0. •....er·::··· nice c..3.Se cha.t. s i t.s next to PET. Has ali te to show PET is
on., r-' Ius ·:on on/o-f-f SI.l.1 i tch ::.··o,-~·'d be better· off without. -.JS

FL I P SORT, $35 fr·om Ou i et Des i ·~ns. .:0. '....er·;,· y.:·r·ett;" cI i sk organ i zero , in
stat.ic-resist.ar,t smoked plastic. Includes a built-in carrying ridge &
internal dividers. Said to hold 60 disks, but 30 is about tops for
t-·e·~I_~ l.:or ,-~se. t'luch e.3.Sier· to use tharl .:OYI;.··thing else I ·'ve seen. -~TS

That's it -for t.his -first issue. Notice we
JS--Keysort2, Supersort1,l, & the ASM/TED
Con-flic.t o-f interest. keeps us from reviewing
review would be OK.

L.:ost ,-!.Iot-·ds... .1S .' s r,-~mor· mill r·er-·ot-·t.s t.h.:o.t. CorlHirclI::JOt-·e has .:0. 96k PET.
(Th.:o.t.·' s not.h i n·~ ••• Ft-·ed H.:ombr·echt. h.3S .3. 640~·:: PET .•• I.~I i th t. i me-shay· i ng I )
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