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f you have any questions about CUGS please feel free to
contact any of the above executive members.

The Monitor is published monthly by the COMMODORE USERS'
GROUP OF SASKATCHEWAN (CUGS), Regina, Sask. CUGS meetings
are held the ERST WEDNESDAY of every month (unless
otherwise noted) at Miller High School The next meeting will
be held: October 7, 1992 from 7:38 - 938 p.m.

CUGS is a non-profit organization comprised of (64, 64C,
8, and 128D wusers interested in sharing ideas, programs,
knowledge, problems and solutions with each other.
Membership dues are pro-roted, based on a January to
December year.

Anyone interested in compwting is welcome to attend any
meeting. Owt of town members are also welcome, but may
be charged a smoll (35.068) mailing fee for newsletters.
Members are encowaged to submit public domdin software
for inclusion in the CUGS DISK LIBRARY. These programs owe
made ovailable to members.  Any member is entitled to
purchase DISKS from owr public domain library for a nominal
fee. Programs are ‘freeware’, from computer magazines, or
the public domain. Individual members are responsible for
deleting any program that hesshe is not entitled to by law
(you must be the owner of the magazine in which a
porticular  program  was  printed).  To the best of ouw
knowledge, ofl such progroms are identified in their listings.
Please let us know if you find otherwise.
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EDITORIAL]

by Jarrett Currie

Time sure flies! R seems that | have just finished the June
issue of the Monitor, and arendy the September issue is dus!
Summers dont seem to be as long as they used to be.

There doesn't seem to be much Commodore support in the
city any more, does there? Zellers, Golden Mile, stil has quite
a few titles, but | don't think they've changed much since the
Commodore 64 was orginally unveiled! TIL has a few titles,
but | asked if they will be continuing to stock Commodore
software, ond - noturally their response was negative. They
have a couple of programs, and are selling them very
cheaply, so if you want to pick up something new, now is
the time to do it Both the Horthgate and Southlond malls
have computer stores that sell some Commodore software,
but if you are really looking for some good programs, you
really have only 3 choices: mail order,  public
domain/shareware, and used.

| have been lucky in using all three. The mail order company
| usually pwchase from is Software Support, located in the
States. | recently received their latest fall catalogue, and the
selection of titles and prices are stili amazing. Akhough there
isnt much really new anymore, they provide most of the
software that you might be looking for, as well as used
software. | was a bit skeptical about purchasing second hand
merchandise from the States, and as luck would have it, the
first used package | ordered was defective. | sent the program
back along with the reason | was retuning it, and they
dutifully credited my VISA. They have eamed my trust owver
the years, and if anyone is itching to buy software, | would
unhesitatingly recommend Software Support.

Public domain offerings continue to provide a vast source of
programs ranging from the esoteric to the mundane. | get
most of my public domain programs from  bulletin boards,
and if done locally, cost nothing but time. | olso am on avid,
but coreful, user of Qlink, ond have downlooded many
programs  from  them. Unfortunately, when downloading
programs from a commercial system like Qlink, you pay for
the good and the terible programs. Nothing is more frustrating
than spending time and money downloading a program only
to find R doesnt work the way you wanted &, or work at
alt Still, as programs for the Commodore become harder to
find, Qlink is a viable akemative for me.
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Probably the best way to acquire progiams is second hand.
People seling programs tend to let them go for a fraction of
the amount they spent on them. Unfortunately, when people
their machines in favor of another brand, they dont often
wish to advertise their programs separately. This puts a bit of
a strain on those of us who have an eye for a bargain, but
it's still possible to find some gieat progiams for a minimal
cost.

As | close this month, | would kke to compliment Barry
Bircher for his fantastic job of looking ofter the club’s BBS.
Over the past several months, Barry has transformed the
board into a weasure. Kudos, Borry! Keep up the good work!

by
Tristan Miller

Hello, evembody. Here
is yet onother st of
BBS faces | have
amassed from  vorious
boards in the city..

Enjoy...

Faces

B-3 Wearing sunglasses
P-) Pirate

N-( Ren! tired

%) Broken glasses
(-N\K- Formal message
(< Whole body

N ( Handshake offered
% Fuzzy thing

+4-) Nun

8-) Hide-eyed

| Mustache

I= Beqrd

») Pointy nose

0 Biabbermouth

#*) Clowning around
~B Buck-toothed

=L Astonished

=( Unhappy

-t Real unhappy

=D Large smile

= My lips are sealed..
=i Smoking

= Smoking and smiling
=) Tongue in cheek
R} Oooo!

=0 Shouting

=p Sticking tongue out
-Q Smoking

=1 Tight-lipped

Y Shouting

-y Spedking

=i Big kiss
=-w Small kiss
=X Kiss
-y Smile
= Uamnpire
~I# Braces
=" Pursing lips
~(= Big teeth
=) Humor -
~¥ Oops! (covering mowth with hand)
-, Smirking
=< Forlom
4 No smoking
R Mustache
<0 Eeeki
<KLe(=) Hat Salesman
=N\e-)= lincle Som
Hairstyles
&) Cwly haic
5) Bongs
> Crew cut
#) Matted hai
&) Curly hair
(] Ronald Reagan
73 KWavy hair
Miscellameons

=) Skateboard
@--->-—-- Rose
@= Atomic bomb

by Tristan Mitler

Hello there, everyone. This article will discuss the wvarious
piotocols ovallable to 64 ond R8 users so that you may
futher your knowledge of computer telecommunications. But
first, for those of you who are new o modeming, you will
have to understond exactly WHAT a file transfer is.

There aie two basic terms related to file transfecs: uploading
ond downloading. Uploading meons you are SENDING another
computer a file, ond downloading refers to when you are
RECHUNG a fle from another computer. When you call a
bulletin board, such as CUGS, you will be able to do both.

One of the most common questions obowt Wransfers is which
PROTOCOL to use. A protocol is basically a method that is
used to send data. The most common piotocols used by
Commodoie computers plus some not-so-COMMOR Ones are
described below.

WMODEM ond ¥MODEM-CRC are two of the most widely used
protocols by Commodore computers. Originally developed by
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Ward Chiistensen, they were one of the first protocols that
had the advantage of error checking on a block-by-block
basis to inswe that there were no errors during transmission.
It works by sending 8 bytes (abowt ha¥f a Commodore disk
block) plus o checksum which it colculates. The receiver then
calculates Rs own checksum and R matches the one sent
then the next 18 buyes i received K, however, the
checksums do not match, the receiver will request that the
128 bytes be sent over again.

¥modem-CRC is preferable to Xmodem because i has on
additional eror detector using a cyclical redundancy check

except on Commodore 64 or 18 boards. This is probably the
second most fovored means of data tansfer for Commodore
eight-bits.

MULTI-PUNTER, as i#s nome suggests, is the Punter protocol
with the capability of sending muliple files, not unlike
Ymodem. Sodly, the author of Muki-Punter has three versions
of it, ol of which awe incompatible with each other. Most
boards ond terms will use the latest version (version 3).

KERMIT is a protocol that boasts the abifity to interoct easily
with many different types of computers from mainfromes to

(CRC) system. Almost every
board and term program in
the city has these protocols
as an option.

XMODEM-K is nearky
identical o Xmodem-CRC
except that instead of 18
bytes being semt at a time,

624 (1 Kiobyte) are. R is Wordprocessing

EXPERTS LiBT

The following members have agreed to be experts in some
aen of Commodore computing.  you hove some expertise
that moy be of some assistance to other club members,
please consider allowing your name to be listed here.

mictos. R con  handle
seven-bit to eight-bit
transfers and vice versa, plus
& has a variable block size.

ZMODEM, designed by Chuck
Forsberg, is perhaps the most
commonly used piotocols
used among 6+ bit
computers, because of its

faster than Xmodem-CRC on | Paperclip (to version E) Jarrett Currie 757 391 mony featwes and speed. k
most computers because | Paperclip (any version) Ken Danylezuk 5 B64d con send  variable-sized
fewer erfor checks are being | Pocket lriter Barry Bircher 343 6848 blocks of data with o very
made, but because of the | Pocket bkiter Real Charron 386 1643 efficient  (99.9999% accurate)
unbearably slow speeds of | Fontmaster N Michoel Rodgers 728 2395 error checking, but does not
Commodore disk drives, this wait for an
piotocol  will  probably ot Spieadsheets acknowledgement from the
speed up the transfer at all Pocket Planner Barry Bircher 543 8540 receiving  computer; i
However if you are Better Working 55 Ken Danylcz uk 545 6644 assumes the block was sent
downloading to an REU, without an error unless a
RAMDrive, or hard diive, you Databases fepeat  was  requested.
con be assured that you are Pocket Filer Baery Bircher 543 8840 Zmodem con ko continue
toking full advantage of this Ocacle (Consutant) Ken Danylcz uk 345 B6dd from an oborted transfer,
protocol. o plus it has the ability to send
Communication multiple files ot one request.
YMODEM is a protocol similar Destermn 2.8 Baery Bircher 543 8840
to the Xmodems except for Librory files Barry Bircher 343 8846 Unfortunately,  Commodore
the advanced error checking . comp- Wters cannot realize
system  (99.99%  accuracy) Music./Sound most of these featwres.
and the abilty to teonsfer (Most) Ken Danyicz uk 345 0644 Though Zmodem is possible,
multiple files @t one request. Stereo Sid Editor Michael Rodgers 728 2595 you coud not take
The data size is variable, but | Enhonced Sid Player  Michael Rodgers 728 3% advantoge of the abont
most BBSs and terms use recovery of speed because
either 18- or 1624-byte Languages of the slow speed and low
blocks. Most terminals  will Forth Ken Danyicz uk 345 6644 memory of the computer.
detect how lage the block Pascal Ken Danylez uk 345 0644 The Zmodem protocol for
size is and owomatically | ML (machine langquage) Ken Danulczuk 345 b6dd Commodores is HUGE, so
adjust the protocol ML (machine language) Barry Bircher 543 8840 you we recommended not
accordingly. BASIC (2.8-7.8, files) Ken Danylcz uk 545 6644 to use i unless i is the only

PUNTER and NEW PUNTER are Graphics

option ovailable. Only a
couple of terms for the 64

both protocols developed by | Print Shop/Master Ken Danylcz uk 345 Bedd or 128 support Zmodem. | do
Steve Punter (though he Koala Painter/Printer Ken Danylczuk 545 G644 not believe there are amy
himself prefers the nome plans to incoporate R into
"t The block size is | Hardware Novaterm, and  Matthew
approximately one Disk Drive Muaintenance Ken Danylez uk 545 8644 Desmond, outhor of DesTerm
Commodore disk block. The 28, says R would be too
punter protocols are  both GEDS pointless for him to instal
Commodore-specific, and will GEOS 64 Jatrett Currie 757 89 Zmodem into DesTerm.
seldom be seen anywhere GEOS 128 Bawry Bircher 543 8840
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Before the day had past, the creature haod breached the
castle’s defenses and the beast stood in the centre of
Myikul's throne room, scowling ond hmging at the few
temaining foot soldiers trying desperately to save their lords.
The monster hod just knocked owver the captain of Myrkul's
quard, and instontly a brave youth raised his moce to stike
the creotwe between its eyes. The creature onticipated this
move and sent one of its many clowed, bony legs into the
guard's chest. R pierced his sternum and drove through his
heot, kiling him instantly. A nearby soldier grasped the
opportunity to lond a blow on the beast's back, bt the foul
denizen again forsow this ottempt and side stepped quickly,
throwing the man ofi balance. The Line Noise Beast quickly

a previously wounded defender sat up to meet the beast,
flailing his sword wildy at his opponent. The beast tumed to
meet the attack and was met by a shap blow to its chest.
R immediotely recovered and foced s two attackers, one of
which had just recovered from its previous sidestep.

The two men mtocked @ once, roking their swords in the
crenture’s direction. R paried one attack and dodged the
other. Seizing another opportunity, it used two of its long,
hairy limbs to gip one of the soldier's hands and wrench his
dagger free. Seeing it hod little use for this blade, it cast it
into the shadows of the crumbling castle walls. The other
gurd tried to circle behind the beast while it pried away his
friend's weapon, intending to backstab the foul denizen and
proclaim victory. At the moment his comrade’s blade flew
nto the air, the brave guard ran his sword through the
creature’s spidery abdomen. The beast roared in pain, and the
soldier ogain thrust & in, this time so deep that only the hilt
ond pommel remained protruding. Again the creature
bellowed in agony, this time collopsing on top of the man it
had just disarmed. While the soldier who had ran the beast
through was semching for more weapons, the quard
underneath the monster was struggling to live.  With every
second that went by he could feel consciousness slipping
from his body, and every breath drew less air and was more

poinful than the one before. Fuery attempt he made to

theow off the monster was met by sharp, shooting pains
thioughout his torso. It was made worse yet by the fact that
the beast was stil alive and struggling. He fekt the icy grip
of death upon him as he diew his final breath. The other
guard soon returned with o scourge, intending to whip the
Line Noise Beast to death. He was neardy certain he would
tiumph, as he had severely wounded it already. Thinking of
the gieat reward he would receive from Lord Muyrkul, he
rushed forward to beat his attacker. He brought the spiked
fopes down upon the beast’s hide ond R screamed in agony.
Again and ogain the sovage weapon met the beast's flesh,
until there was a spot on its bock where it hod been
whipped row, and every subsequent attack on that spot
brought even more agony. At last the beast could stand R
no more, and sat up ond whiled aiound to foce is
tormentor.  Astonished that it still possessed the strength o
stand, the warior stood awe-struck.  The beast used this
moment of distraction to attock, using its clawed legs to
lunge for the man's unprotected throat. R joramed its forked
“hand” into the soldier’s neck as hard as it could. Wheezing
and choking, the man fell back and coughed several times.
When he looked up again, he found that he was in the

creatwe’s mouth, impaled by
protruding from Rs lower jow. Sotisfied with what & had
done, the beast found the strength to rise once more ond

i
g
{
i

From the end of the hall both Mykul ond Magius could see
and hear ol the destruction the hideous creatwe was causing,
from the destruction of the castle gate to the killing of the
last two quards just moments ago. Neither one of the rulers
was scared.. yet. After all, they were both proficient magic
users their combined efforts ogainst the wounded be

attock, but an attempt ot communication. The foul creature
spoke with a hideous, static, barely intefigible voice. I was
obviously o great effort for the thing to speak, as it seemed
to divert its full attention on the task at hand. " have come
for you, my lords.”, R rasped. The two deities inched
backward a bit and expressed their surprise to each other in
quick whispers. After nodding to each other, they both said
in unison, "What is R you want, ignoble fiend?" "1 come
beaing a message from my lord,"” R said. "He wishes you to
come at onte to his citadel 1o attend to the negotiations of
some important... business.”

“What business?" demanded Muyrkul. The brute then smiled a
toothy gin. “khy, funeral arrangements, of cowse!”, and
with that he lept up and pounced onto the dins beside the
two gods, sneering and snarding cuses and swears.  Deciding
that magic would be of Mtle use in the eardy stages of this
particuli fight, Magius instead drew his quarterstaff and pulled
R into a defensive poskion. Muykul akso brandished his
fovoured weapon, a fouchard, an outgrowth of the sickle and
seghe. He held Rt in a theatening gestue and made
menacing expressions on his dak foce.

The denizen drew nearer, blood and saliva dipping from its
protruding fangs. Magius tightened his grip on his staff, and
Myikul raised his fauchard. The beast's fist attack was quick
ond light as he lunged owt with his sharp teeth in a successful
attemnpt to injure Mogius' arm.  Though he was only grozed,
the evil creatwe alliowed himsell a gin and a chuckie and
prepared himsel to attack Mykul while Magius recovered
from his blow. However, Mykul was quicker than &t had
expected, and R was caught it off guard with a stab to one
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Hello all and welcome to the CUGS first fall
meeting. | hope everyone had a good
summer (not!). Al 5 days of it. | personally
have had a very busy summer using my
computer. As you may aiready know, the
club had a garage sale late last spring and
the proceeds went to the purchase of a 40
meg hard drive. | spent a fair bit of time
reprogramming the CUGS board so it could
use many of the features of the new drive.
| spent more time debugging than
programming, but that is all part of it
Having the HD (Hard Drive) on the board is
EHCELLENT! But that is

With the new fall series of CUGS meetings
taking place, | ask that anyone wishing to
see a specific area of the 64/128 computing,
or better yet, volunteer to do a presentation
on some aspect of 64/128 computing, to
please approach one of the club's executives
and let us know.

The executives have been discussing doing a
mall demonstration/membership drive at a
mall sometime this fall. Anyone wishing to
help out set up or man the table, please let
one of the executives know; we would be
glad to have some

for another article I help. Help in getting
later on. T he Late President s Message e s ot these
Now that the club has eVvYL.. proverbial  closet,
a HD on the system, it . ' blowing the dust
is redundant to have T he @M‘*%MW off it and getting it
the four 8050 drives out and working.
hooked up to the

QuickSilver 128  IEEE | am sure there
interface that wires it 1 . are literally
to the board. These 5 "9 mwm?% hundreds, if not
pieces of equipment thousands, of these

are going to be up
for sale and the club
is taking in any offers on the drives. Each
of the drives are capable of storing 1024
blocks or just over 1 megabyte. The
QuickSilver 128 IEEE interface is for use on &
128 only and can work on the 128 in 64
mode (will not work on a straight 64). |
would like to see each of the drives and
interface sell for $50.00 each or $200.00 for
the works. Any reasonable offer will be
considered.

| personally have a 1541 drive for sale in
good working order and would like to see it
go for $?5.00. The drive door is the flat
latch type (not the turn lever type). The
heads have been aligned and the drive speed
checked and all are in good order. Please
see me after the meeting or call 543-8840
and ask for Barry or call the CUGS BBS at
943-7683 and leave a message.

little work horse
computers just
waiting for the right program to feed it and
get it to do some work for some of these
people who have abandoned these adorable
Commodore 64's (long time since ya heard
that, eh!) Programs for these computers
have come a long way since they were first
introduced and many people have just
forgotten that this computer can be of
great use, if not alot of fun. We hope that
the mall demo thingy will help people to see
that there are other people out there who
use these computers and are willing to help
others to recognize the fact that there is a
source of programs for these machines and
there are people who can help answer
questions about it. We probably will open up
the library to the public and sell disks and
hope some people will join the club.

Well, 'til next time, have a good one.
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