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Obligatory  Stuff

Cues
182 Coldwell Road, Regina, Sask. 54R 4K8
BBS Number: 343-7683

President Boery Bircher 543 8840
Uice President Ross Parker 565 6980
Secretory/Treaswer  Dave Coleman 949 8276
Editor Jairett Currie 57 2391
fsst Editor Jim Slough 586 0397
Libraian  CR8 Ken Danylczuk 545 B644
Librarion  Cé4 Keith Kasha 359 1748
Asst Librarians Earl Brown 543 2068

Gorth Swawford 924 H62
Members ot Large  Real Chavron 586 1843

Harry Chong 789 242

Joe Gomes 789 8ird

¥ you have any questions about CUGS please feel free to
contact any of the above executive members.

The Moniter is published monthly by the COMMODORE USERS'
GROUP OF SASKATCHEWAN (CUGS), Regina, Sask. CUGS
meetings are held the HRSI WEDNESDAY of every month
(unless otherwise noted) at Miller High 3School The next
meeting will be held: Maich 4, 1992 from 7:38 -
9:38 p.m.

CUGS is a non-profit organization comprised of Cé4, 64C,
Ciz8, and 128D users interested in sharing ideas, programs,
knowledge, problems and solutions with each other,
Membership dues are pro-rated, based on a Jonuary to
December year.

Anyone interested in computing is welcome to attend ony
meeting. Ow of town members ae also welcome, but
may be charged a small ($5.668) maiing fee for newsletters,
Members are encouraged lo submit public domain software
fot inclusion in the CUGS DISK LIBRARY. These programs are
made avadloble o members. Any member is entitled to
purchase DISKS from our public domain library for a nominal
fee. Programs are ‘freewaie’, from computer magazines, of
the public domain. Individual members are responsible for
deleting any program that he/she is not entitled to by low
(you must be the owner of the magazine in which a
particular  program  was printed).  To the best of ow
knowledge, ol such programs are identified in their Histings.
Please let us know ¥ you find otherwise.

This Month’s Presentation
Crossword Creator

by
Barry Bircher

Editorial
by Jarrett Currie

As the Editor of the Montor, | hove been a littie
disoppointed wih the lack of adicles that | have been
receiving from ow numerous members. This unsettling trend
may indicote a much more sedous problem for ow club

than simply rampant apathy.

k would seem that the Monilor's place in the club, ot least
in its present format, has diminished over time. As the
Editor, | have attempted to include not only club news, but
also tidbits abow programming, software reviews, and
whenever possible, newsworthy items | have found on
Qlink. But, | believe that the current trend is to reduce the
Monitee to include only the most minimal club news, and
the new club disks.

The Momitor is put together, and duplicated, ot some
expense in lime ond money to the clb. K R is not
benefitting the club's members, then perhaps we should
exomine why we are publishing i, ond perhaps consider
investing our money elsewhere.

¥ you have any thoughts about his, please don't hesitate to
leave a message in the CUGS area of the BBS, or contoct
any of the Executives. Their phone numbers ore ksted on
page 1 of the Monitor.

Recently, a friend purchased a used 064, and while she is o
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Systems Analyst by doy, her nighttime octivities prevented
her from becoming a pioficient Commodore programimer.
She has o huge personal telephone directory, and wanted to
compwterize R | reviewed my 64 program kbrary, ond gove
her Muktifile, which i o small database program. After she
emered over 86 nomes ond addresses, she found R to be
too limiting for her needs. To share the interest | have in
the Commodore machines, | offered to write her a custom

telephone/address book program.

But, as a CR8 user and progrommer, | hod never renlly
explored programming in the C64 environment, and | was
hestont to stait a project withowt all the belis ond whistles
that | hod growm accustomed to on the Ciz8 Thus began

my quest for the perfect programming extension for the
Céd.

| found mamy extensions on Qlink. As spoce permits, | will
review the ones that | found. And for any of you who are
looking for public domain programming extensions, | will
also upload the ones that | review to the club’s BBS. The
one that | decided to use was EUSBASIC. | have reviewed i
in this month’s newsletter, and by the time you read this, &
should be available on the BBS. And yes, except for the 86
columns ond extra speed, | found muysell forgetting that |
was using a 64,

President’s Message

Hello again, noturally. Welcome to the CUGS newsletter, the
Mowitor. In the newsletter we usually Wy to keep people
informed on what is happening in the club. This issue is not
the exception. | was sitting down at my computer terminal
one day kst week and began to coumt the numbe: of
ways the club tries to help Commodore 64/128 users out
there and | came up with several points that | feel is worth
putting intc everyone's mind, even ¥ it is just o reminder,

The Club was initially stated in an effort to help owt and
piovide on avenue for Commodore 64/R8 users to get
help ond/or get new progiams. I the area of new
progiams, we have ied to keep our library growing and
indeed our libvary is st growing by leaps and bounds each
month. | have just copied over 27 138l-disks full of new
piograms, SIDS, demos and games, The executives are nhow
starting to pwt these programs onto 1541 disks for submission
to the club librarians for consideration. So expect to see
several new disks coming into the library soon.

In the effort to help users owt with problems, the club tries
to answer them ot the meetings or by phone. We have an
Expents List posted in each Monitor with several people who
have let theik name stand as on expert on some area of
computing. Just give a call to one of them listed relating to
your problem. | think the club could be doing more in this

s
user ignores whatever progiom is cousing R o just plain
gives Up On using computers.

One of the areas that con be a great help that is already in
ploce is the CUGS BBS. When Gaith Skowford gave a brief
piesentation on BBSing and modems, a question of how
mony of you have modems and how many use them was
asked on the doo piize questionnaire ship. The information
we received on the questionnaire was a great suprise. e
knew owselves that 9 ot of 18 executive members had
modems. What we didnt know was that 9 owt 1B members
akso hod a modem. 50 we know now that most of you
hove modems. Another suprising thing was that, of the
ones that hod modems, they mentioned the fact that they
didn't use them for one reason or onother. The main reason
given was either lack of interest (hat con it do for me?)
or lock of time. There is not much we con do abowt the
lack of time (ue ol have busy schedules) but what |
would ke to change i that attitude of what con it do for
me, what benefit is R to me Well, let me suggest some
ways & con benefit you.

1) kihen you have a problem and would ke some help or
ask someone how to go about solving it (of course this
hoppens between meetings all too often) you COULD get
tht modem thingy owt ond call the BBS ond leave a
message for some help. | bet you will get at least one user
out there who has akeady seen that problem and has
solved it and would be more than happy to answer i
(usually within 48 hows o less). This service is available 24
hours a day, 7 doys a week, 38 doys a month. No waiting
8l the next general meeting (usually | had foigotten what it
was by then).

2) There are program files on the Board free for the asking.
¥ you are too busy to come to the meeting to find out
what’s available for programs, you should be able to find
time to give a shoit call o the BBS. Take a look at what's
there and downlood a few.

3) ¥ you work on an BM at home or ot work and would
like to be able to use text files from yow Commodore or
use files akeady in your IBM wordprocessors, you can use
the BBS to convert to/from one to the other. Al you need
to do is save the wordprocessor file in a standard ASCH
format. Uplood the file to the BBS, then call back on the
other computer, and downlood . Uoil, you have
converted a file from one computer’s forma o another.

4) Use the BBS to save foot steps and gas and upload an
aiticle or two to be used in the club’s newsletter. | know |
like to read someone else’s words of using computers, but
someone else has to write them in the first place! khat
benefit & is to you depends on your effort to use it.

| hope | have jogged some ideas on what to use the
modem for.
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The Club ks cuirently on honourary member of severdl other
user groups owt there. We swap files ond libraries with them
in on effort W0 get as mony 64/R8 files as there are. ke
sometimes publish on adicke or two of interest that we
come across when we rend their newsletter.

The chb membership cord can get you 18X off of reguiady
priced softwace, havdware or sundry Rems from Software
supermarket. Depending on what you buy, the cost of the
16.66 membership can poy for iself in one purchase.

The club newsletler ties to get as much information about
the 64128 as it con. But finding NEW stuff abowt the 6418
is getting harder and harder to come by. We would like to
see more members write o few words on a program they
use of talk about programming the things of whatever. Yow
submission would be of great interest to all the members.
Piease dont think you don't know enough about the things
in order to write about R; just uxiting abowt your
experiences is good enough. if everyone of us uxote JUST
ONE article, the newsletter editor job would be very easy
ond @ least 2 new submission would be found in i that
everyone would appreciate.

¥ yow question right now is, How do | go about submitting
it 1o the Editor?

) W you have a modem, upload it to the CUGS BBS as
mentioned above. This one really appeals to me (since |
wyite so many of them). | can uplond R whenever | want
and Jarrett con download whenever he wonts.

2) Save your article on a disk or print it owt and bring it to
the next meeting ond give R to Jony of the Executive
members.

3) Write it out/prnt it ouwt/scratch R on o piece of paper
and mail it to

CUGSs.
182 Coldwel Road
S4R 4K8.
Regina, Sask, Canada.

Each month we have a presentation on something, and rain
or shine, there is something to show on the machines. Each
month there are new disks made up. Each month there is
something new.

The Apple user group has contocted me in regads to
Computer Fest. For those of you not fomilir with &, or are
new to the 64128, Computer Fest is a show put on by the
Computer users group (organized by the Apple user group).
Rk it a show where people can go and see what's ow there
in other users group, see new progiams and see what and
how other computers are used and run. R is a show worth
going to see. The show is lentatively set up to be at the
Travel Lodge on Albert St (Oid Uagabond Motel) sometime
in lote Apil. Kesp tuned and watch owt for more
information in the Maich issue of the Momitor,

The Evoluhon of
Commodore BASIC

by Triston Miller

BASIC - Beginner's A-Purpose Symbolic Instruction Code - is
kely the most widely-used high-level programming language
ever developed. Considerng it's been around for about thirty
yeas, one wonders how such on oncient longuage has
remained populy and in use. The answer is simple - BASIC,
unlike many other programming longuages, was  originally
designed for beginners. ks easy-to-learn style of uxiting and
the foct that R uses common, everyday English words make
Rt extrememiy foclle and functional.

Fist, o little history on computers. Back in the 19565 and
%8s, computers were exceedingly raie and expensive, and
computer time was very valuable. Because of their cost,
only loge businesses and univessities could afford
computers. ¥ you needed one to do a job for you, rather
thon sit down at the compwer itself, you would go to a
separate machine on which you would punch holes in
computer cards to be fed into the computer.

Once you had yow program ready, you would take i to
the people who operated the computer. You would then
wat for a few doys while yow cords moved up on the
waiting ks, then, after yow progrom hod been run, you
would get the results back. The only problem was that i
tuns owt you had mode a mistoke in the program, you
would have to type it out all over again, give it to the
computer, and woit a few days before getting the results,

BASIL woulkd not have worked on such a system; the
people who ran the computer could not have had their
time wasted by beginners testing owt their progroms. But
that quickly changed as soon as the time-sharing system
was invented. In such a system, several inpik and outpwt
devices, called terminals, are linked up to one muain
computer, The computer, instead of only working on one
progiam at once, would fist do o Bttle of the program on
the first terminal, then i would stop and work on the
second terminals progiam for o Rtle while, and then it
would go to the third terminal and work on that program,
and so on. In this way, piogroms could be run alot faster,

wr confinued

%,

VIS US NP TARI VLRI RGP
OROGEUEUE,

e

R R R e

The deadine
for Fuice Submissions
for the
March issve of the Monjor
is
Febrary &, 1292

Febiuary, 1992

Commodore Users Group of Saskatchewan




and ot the same time.

Computers continued to diminish in size
By 1975, computers had become both enouqh and
cheap enough for the general public. You could muil-order
a “computer kit", which come wih a crude output device
a similardy primitive input device, a couple hundred bytes
memory, and a small microprocessor. At tha time
was no software available for such a machine, so the
of witing programs (in machine longuage, mind you) was
left up to the owner.

~
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Within o few years, o handful of computer companies began
manufoctuing  simple  software  programs  for  these
miccocomputers, One such program was BASIC, which could
be used only with memory expansion and a microcomputer
called the Altai.

By the late 19785, several computer-manufactuning
companieshodbeenlo:med.ﬁmonqlhemwetemh
companies as Rodio Shack, Apple. and of course,
Commodore. ¥ qouweretoffmononqolthosenmdm
you woukl be instontly catapulted into that company'’s
version of Microsoft BASIC. One such computer was
Commodore’s PET, a computer so popular that supplies were
Emited during the first few years of is existence. The PET
computer, priced at abouwt $H?5, was one of the first of
the micros to offer an  8B-column screen, a faster
micioprocessor, more memory, o typeusiter—style keyboard,
and of course BASIC.

Odginally, the PET was supposed to store its programs on
cassette, the only offordable mass-storage device @t the
time. At that time, a single-density disk diive could only
hoid abowt 86K and cost upwards of ¥$568, but as the
demand for more storage space increased, disk drives
became cheaper, and the PET computers received 15 new
BASIC commands: RENAME, SCRATCH, APPEND, COLLECT,
BACKUP, COPY, COMCAT, RECORD, HEADER, DSAVE, DLORD,
DOPEN, DCOLSE, CATALOG, and DIRECTORY. As the hardware
evolved, so did BASIC.

i
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COMING SOON

Tts olmest that Hime of yaor agoinl

Ear{ Brown will soon be presenting
his solution to Tanes.

Wotch for it!
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Best of Two (or Three) Worlds
(formerly 128 Scratch 'n’' Save)

igianugg

New year.. new persons in place in the executive.. new
plons... new hopes.. but big shoes to fill R special thanx
first time out o EARL BROWN for MANY faithful years as
chb Bbrarian, both for the (64 and (more recenth)) ow
club’s smoll (but slowly growing) 8 library.  When | soid
big shoes to fil, | wasnt takkin' footwea by Bata. [I've
always been impressed by Eod’s constant and dependable
service as club Bbradan. | only hope | can find the time to
keep owr club’s 128 set in the shape that Ewl was able. He
was ahwoys on the lookow for new material, typing much
of it in from magazines ¥ necessany! | know | won?
manage that dedication, but | hope | can run second to his
efforts, and Il be more than proud of that!

S0 what's new besides a title?

| hope to offer members everything | can find new or of
interest for 8 owners. Significance for the new title? The
8 con boost many improvements over its (64 younger
cousin, but the most significant to me has to be #'s
completely fulfiled promise to be "three, three, three, yes -
thee mochines in on™. As a  long-Clong-
long-long-long)-time (64 user, | have to admit | was
becoming a Rtle joded. There really hadnt been “anything
new under the sun” for me for some time. | even thought
| might (shudder) give up CUGS in fovowr of one of the
more “popular” user groups. Llolling around home last
summer, | actually OPENED my R8 User Guide and
Programmer's Reference. | was impressed, excited and
interested aoll over againd | seafize that I'd been using my
"Codilloc” 28 a5 a “Mazda” Cé4 (yech! The sainls preserve
us from silly similes). Thus Tve entered a voyoge of
discovery into the best of THREE worlds - the compatible
(most of the time?) Cé4 inside the 18, the glory of BASIC
7 and the 228, and the somewha arcane but still functioning
world of C/PM ond the 288 chip. Hopefully, my voyoge
and the chronicle | keep beneath this new banner will be of
interest to all () can’t IGHORE my 64!).

Oh, yes. My fist contribution is a TWO-DISK WONDER!
(Don't be too impressed; | cheated a bit) Ou first legit
SOUND DISK for the R8 - UA hits the streets this week,
thanks to o weekend of scowing owr club and other PD
disks. k comains on extensive collection of sound
programs, music creators, sound shapers and just plain good
music - dmstEthSlUﬂ.\’anSleoqoucunnplapm
ond see how i's done! Also available - 8 SOUND 2 - UB

is availoble. This is the cheat port: this disk was compiled
some 3 years ago and used as ow club demo at a couple
of Computer shows - R's got 47 gre®t (mono) SID songs
that ploy while the screen does o fttle window od
disploging.  Again, the driver is in BASIC for anyone who
needs a simple look o windows on the 18, and
incorporating SIDPLAYER songs imto a BASIC program. - There's
also a (disabled) routine for disploying hi-res pictures on the
8. You can probably figure out how to enable it yourself,
but 'l save that for another column.
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OFTEN FOUND WHEN CALLING CUGS
SYSTEM OFERATOR
TERMINAL FOR THE 64
A DUME COMPUTER
10 A PREARRANGED SET UP
14 FROGRAMMAELE KEYS
18 TYFE OF FROTOCOL
19 AN ALIAS
21 1BM COLOR GRAPHICS TERMINAL
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25 BULLETIN BOARD SYSTEM
26 TO IMITATE
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ODDLY OR EVEN NONE
70 BRIN ACCESS

WHAT THE DATA TRAVELS ON
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HOW WE SEE

WHAT WE NEED TO ISSUE
A FEATURE OF A MODEM
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on.

Dnce the printer has been selected, we con go aheod and
start the puzzle. At the main menu, select “Create new
puzzie”. This will bring us to a couple of

the size of the puzzle isell, either 18 or 24 rows, | assume
the width remains the same and the i
poge is longer. Next the length of the clues is requested; it

con
ge

requies that the puzzle gid be printed on one page and

the clues on another. Other combinations of small grid, kwge

clues will print either woy dependin ize of

the finished puzzle and the number

Now we can stait entering the words. In this newsletter you
will find a puzzle that | had made ond the theme
do with last month’s presentation

program oborted with on illegol quantity error on a error
tending channel #157 | assume R was due to the fact that |
571 in 1571 mode on a &4 program. Anyways, |

to creme a prnter diver for  yow  particular
moke model/year/revision of piinter. There are instructions
for the P cremor on the disk as wel ond are faidy
complete, so | will not repeat them here. | will mention
some things about what the diver is suppose to do. A
printer diver is a fancy nome for a file that the main

The words you use con be onythi
maybe something to do with school,

work, yow kids spefing test, ete. The only
limitation on the length of the word is the

puzzle maker uses in order to figure out
how to make use of the features on
yow printer. As eoch printer on the
market today vares as much as there

size of the gid. Using long words is "Crossword crector (CC) allows Jae printer owners, each one seems to
acceptable, but using many long words (R ] yOUu o enteraseries Ofwords  Jbe a bit diferent. Programs that use

characters and up) may choke up as the Hhat you wmﬁopmhtohe printers in order to print owt graphics
program ties to fit the word to existing pt ZzZle and a cue with are a good exomple or users of printer
ploced words. Long words may go off the N Gl one’?go drivers. GE05 has a slew of them. But

page and the program tries another fit. At
the start of the word fitting, long words
ae easy to fit in. As the words are used

unfortunately, one driver from onother
program ode not compatible. Since the CC
wes the printers graphic femture, the

up and towards the end of the fitting, there usually is not
enough space to fR in long words.

My experence with this progiom has been in using the
small grid with small clues. This month’s crossword uses
several long words and @ few very short words. At fiest,
not knowing how many worids were too many, | entered in
6. The progiam fitted them all in on the second try (about
3 minutes) and the grid looked a bit bare.

Pressing the left arrow key exits the arnangement window
and goes back to the main menu After selecting the edit
words and clues option, the progiam will ask again for the
grid size and word length; even though you may have
preselected the size of the gid ond clue length at the start,
the program allows you to chonge yow mind. R was nice
for the program to default o what | selected in fiest
place. You ore then allowed to edit the words and clues
ond/ o odd moie. | opted foi more words so | thought up
a few more and let the program go at it ogain. This time
with 24 words. Ha! The program fitted them in the third try
(cbout 8 minutes). Each time the puzzle was soved
Determined to see what the program could do, | emered 28
words with a few long ones for good measure.

The program worked on & all night and was able to fit in
(best fit) of 27 out of the 28. The puzzie looked good so |
soved . But something went wrong with my drive and the

program needs to know what codes to send to the printes
to print owt o particulor graphic charactes. Comwnodore
compatible printers have boxing type ogaphics and their
codes coirespond to the computers codes. f you hove an
IBM printer, the codes ore wvery different for the same
character. Epson ogain is different. Even i you have an
Epson, there are different features that are on some printers
and not others.  you want to use those featwes within
the program you would need to blow the dust off of your
priter user handbook aond stot looking up the codes
needed to use those feotures. For example, if your printer
has a NIQ mode on R, you may want to use it to print
out the clues and words in NLQ. There are places in the P
creqtor to entes those codes. i you are really interested in
using the crossword creator ond see a requiar use for it, it
may pay off to edit a diver or stat from scratch and
cieate one. Otherwise, if one of the premade drivers works,
it would be wiser to use one of them.

Well, | see | have overstepped my bounds on the length of
this orticle by a page or two so I'll end & here, have fun
with Crossword Crector and use & for custom made party
puzzles, spelling test exercises, club newsletter puzzles o
just for the fun of making them.
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Commoidore B4

Many used Cé4's ovailable for sole.
& printer interface
$358 each, or 3 for $1,660
(ob.o)

Contoct Jerry Plumz
@ T26-2207
for details

EVS Basic - a Command List
by Jorrett Currie

EUS Basic, by Anton Treunenfels, is ovailable on Qlink.
Rather than describing each of the 47 differet commands
that this powerful wtiity provides in detail, | will merely
present an overview of some of the most interesting:

DS and DS¥ - these are Wwo pseudo-variables reling to
the error stotus of the disk device.

INPUTS - retuns a sting of characters, with a specified
length, from the keyboard or a logical file.

RECORD® - posiions the record pointer to a particular
record in a relative file

CUR - oafter passing the appropiate parameter, the
command will return the cursor’s X’ or 'y position, of
will return the character that is under the cursor. biting
a text scieen dump has never been easied

DRAW - followed by a porameter, this command allows
you to change the pen shope, move the cursor, plot
points and various other graphic commands..

ERASE - clears a rectangular block on the screen, ond can
be used in all graphic modes.

IMAGE - this command is used to define either sprite or
character images. The parameter for this command is the
binary equivalent of the image to be produced.

LIRE - drows a staight line on the bitmap screen

LOCATE - sets the current cussor position in all graphic
modes.

PAGE - clears the screen in ol graphic modes.

PEN - defines the type of pen to be used in the diﬂe:em
graphic modes.

POINT - plots a single point using the cuirent pen.

SCALE - sets the logical coordinate system of the bikmap

screen.

WRITE - puts text on the physical screen in the bitmap
modes.

DO WHILEZUNTIL -  sorely missed from BASIC 28 ore
these powerful structured loops.

IF THEN ELSE - EUSBASIC provides an ELSE statement,
something which should have been in Commodore’s
BASIC all olong.

EVELOPE - defines on ottack, decay, sustain, release
envelope for one or more voices.

FILTER - controls the filtering capabilities of the SID chip. ks
effect is to diminish or remove selected frequencies
from one or more voices.

SD - is a pseudo-waiable that retums the activity status of

the 3 sound volces.

TONE - sets the fundomental frequency of one or more
voices, tuns them on or off, and sets the length of
time voices will be active.

BINS - combines poirs of ASCH hex characters to produce
on equivalent binary string. This command is used to
redefine choracters and sprites.

FMIY - retwns a sting representing a formatted number,
similor to PRINT USING in BASIC 7.8.

INFIXS - replaces parts of the target string with the sowce

sting.

INSTR - seaches the sowce sting for occwrences of
characters in the pattern string

MAKS - retuns a sting consisting of the specified
character repeated the required number of times.

SPRCOL - sets the color of one of more sprites.

SPRITE - controk afl the aspects of the appearance of one
Of more sprites

SPRLOC - positions one of more sprites on the logical
screen.

SPRPIC - assigns a spiite image block to a sprite.

FRE - this function returns the amount of RAM auailable
represented only in a positive number

RESTORE - similv to the RESIORE command in BRSIC 26,
this command now aliows on optional kne number.

SKWAP - exchanges the values of 2 variables.

C 18- SOUNDMAKER SOLDATEN

MUSIC 28 HORCH

MELODES HYMNE

128 SOUND L

128 SOUNDH BACH JESU

28 SOUNDIN BACH HEART
CLARINET DUETS HINTER

MELODIES B m]

SUPER MELODY |

28 COMPOSER PLA AULD LANG SONG
RS COMPOSERMAN AMERICA
2200MPOSER BOC JUKEBOX U11
SIDMASTER 128 MOOHLIGHT SORATA
SD.OBLIZS CHANTILY LACE
SIDPLAYER 128 TROUBLED WATER
RHYTHM ARRANGER INHITE SHADE PALE
NEW S 28

SID-FONT 128 SOUND 2 LB
SID-ML2 (GHOSTS) DISPLAYER 92
PRO2 DISPLAYVER 92.BU
C/SYNTHISIZER SI0.08).128

28 PLAVER PINO PIC ABMP

TP PIC ACMM
ASSEMBLE PIC BBMP

SPRIG PIC B.CMM

ANT SIDPLAYER MUSIC
TURK

BALL

SONGS PROGRAM
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