September, 1991

Cornmodore Users Grnup of Saskatchewvan

lol. 6, No. ?

Obligatory Stuff
CUBS MAILIMG ATDRESS:

LUGS
182 Coldwell Road, Regina, Sask. 54R 4Ka
President Barny Bircher 543 Qadn
Uice Prasidant Gard Ldilliams 543 8373
Secretary/Treasurer  Real Charcon 586 1843
Editor Jarratt Cugrie 757 23%
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szt Librarians Steve Bogues 243 279

Garth Strawford 924 14682
Membars at Large  Ken Danylezuk 545 A4

Harry Chang 789 4t
Yoes Desjording 249 8506
Joe Gomes 789 8174

I you have any questions about CUGS please feel free to
aontact any of the above executiva members,

The Tlonitor iz publiched monthly by the COMMODORE
USERS' GROUP OF SASKATCHEWAN (CUGS), Regina, Sask. CURS
meetings are held the FIRSL. LWEDHESOAY of every month
(unless othenuise noted) at MeDonald's on 6213 Rochdale
Bhud. The next meeting will be held: October 2, 1991
from 7:38 - 9:38 p.m.

UGS is a non-profit orgonization comprised of 64, B4C,
C128, ond 1280 users interested in thoring ideas, programs,
knowledge, problems and  solutions with  each other,
Membership dues are pro-rated, based on a January ta
Dacambear yenr.

Anyone interested in computing s weltoma o attend any
meeting.  Out of town mernbers are alzc welcorne, bt
may be charged a small (35893 mailing faa for nawslatters.
Members are encouraged to submit public domain software
for inclusion in tha CURS DISK LIBRARY. These programs dre
mode auailoble to rembers,  Any member is entitled to
purchasa DISKS from our publie domain library for a narmind
fee. Programs are 'freeware’, from computer magazings, of
the public domain.  Individual members are razponsible for
deleting any prograrn that hesshe e not entitled to by low

" (you must be the owner of the magnzing in whizh
particular  program  was  printed).  To the  best of our
knousledge, all such programs are identified in their listings.
Please let us know if you find otherwise,
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by Jarrett Currie

Befora | start, | want to apologize to all of you who were
waiting to see the newest copy of the disk catalogue. |
must admit that | warded about it most of the summer,
and by the time | received all of the required files, waork
had bequn to heat up, and | took up earp there, It didn't
leave any time to finish the catalogue. | will do whatever |
can to finish it for the October meating.

Its hard todoy not o ba tempted away from tha
Commaodore computers in favar of sarnething fast and more
powarful. In fact, lately | was 50 temptad! My brother |3
attending rnedical school this fall, and he thaught it would
ba wise to hose a computer. He asked if | would help him
shop for the ideal cornputer for hirn, and | have to adrit, |
found some that | thought would ba parfect for mel

The most mernomble wis ensily the BM clone wnning -~
GENS! Yes, if you like GEOS on the €4, you should take o
look at hous it funs onoan [BM. After elicking on its mouse
far awkhile, and rmy heartbeat retumed to nonal, | began to
mentally make up reasons why | just HAD to have it:

It has o word processor (Dops, | aleady hawvea saveral)
It has Lotus built in (Already have several sprendsheets)
It has a terminal package (Got some of those too)

It has a graphics interface (50 does the &4 version)

. It looks GREAT (Baauty fades)

.| could un programs from work at home (Yeah, right!
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. It has o hard dive ¢How mush do diskettes 0ostT)
. IU's fast (A pedfect reason)

ihat | realized is that | would be getting rouch of what |
alrendy have, except it would be pratty and fast, For close
to §2,868, | decided | could put the money to use
alsewhars,

OF course, the biggest renson to get another computer is
that you are alse buying suppodt. | have to admit that | arn
one of the world's qrentest softuware hounds - alot of my
cornputing time is spent in stores and lacking cver the ads
in magazines, A big pat of my enjoyrment  with  the
Cormodore will be gone when the cormmercial software
suppiit is gone,

But, | snjoy public domain softwnre as well, and, | think
that it is this aren that could keep the Cormmodore alive
into the ‘95, ldhan | eead Exdl's acticle and found that there
were few C128 new prograrns for the library this rmonth, |
renlized that | had several publia donin progioms  that
were nat in the library, just sitting on my dizks Because |
use some of the programs o great deal, | forgot that they
didn't corne with the maching! | wonder how many of you
have qeeat progmms i your own disk eollections  that
should be shared with the rest of the rernbership,

Haturally, the qreatest support you con get for o any
computer is from being pat of 0 uzeis’ group. Participating
in the group con not only benefit you, but alza can assist
other users, and in the end, prolonging the usefulness of
our cornputars.

September 4

Presentaiion
Stereo Sid Player
by: Ken Danylczuk

{Editor's Mote: the following was received from QLink. It hoz
been editted for brevitiy If anyone cares to see the full
article, which includes additional information, it is available
fram me.  jbed

SUBJ: Work aronnd  (R) FROM GH Wells
04/28/91 34 809400

1) The most important bug concems the use of the
UPDATE cormmand.  Mewsr use it! If you ever UPDATE a
gaoBASIC program, it gats eoiuptad in such o woy that
later on, the end of your program will disappear.  “The
Srea”  hos  discoverad  that RUMning o progeam will
effectively do the sarme thing that UPDATE should have
dona.  His aduvice is to abways BUM o program  before
QUITing or CLOSEIng and newer use UPDRTE.

2) The BITMAP carmand does not wark ofter using a disk
comrmand  but  gou  con owvercomne  this  peoblern by
pa-opaning your 9ecBASIC progom before using BITHAP.
The following gecBA3IC sarnple illustiates hiow

18 CREATE “junk"
2B EYSIMFO 14, nomed
38 OPEM narned
48 BITMAP "pic”,18,18

3) Dont close and re-open a ULIR file you are working
on.  This problam was just recently diseovered and a fix
hag not been found,

4)  GeoRBASIC is incornpatible with some  auto-exec files
auch g Blackeut which will make the screen go black in
adit mode whenewer you move the mouse.

5) I you are running 2oBASIC on the 48 olumn sereen
af GEOS 128, do not hawve any desk aceessodes on o your
disk when you rmoke your peageam into an application o
uwshan you are running it after making it an application.

6) Always RUN your program just before you make it into
an application, .

?) Mawar POKE o LOAD anything into the  background
sorean rmamory,  The only safe place too store roihing
code is in the foreqround screen memnory which extends
from AR9ER o 49959, It is usually eosy to design your
sereens with o litle blank area in thern in which you can
et both eolors to white o the machine eode will not
shows up.
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8) Page 12) The sample application has been corupted by
the UPDATE carmmand Cstrike the last sentence on page 13)
and you cannot edit it although you ean RUN and LIST it.

9) Page 17) Don't ever UPDATE. Always RUN a program
¢aven if it doesnt work) before QUITing or CLOSEIRg.

10) Page 18, 3 lines from top) Ehanqe‘F? to F5.

11) Page 19, RESIZE) The heap is how rruch memary it
left over for varinbles after the size is set for the code of
your program, I you get an “out of marnony” eror, resize
the code to 2 or % You will have to do this every time
you lond your prageam o edit and on it but dan't wmrmy,
if you forget, you'l just qget the “out of rnernony” error to
remind you,  GaoBASIC only allows up to T fov warinbles,
s0 you have to be wery frugal.  There is an advantage to
resizing the code to the largest possible wilue just before
you finolly  moke  your  progeam inte a0 stand-alone
application since it will run much faster on a real disk (a3
opposed to a RAM disk or shadowed disk).

12) Page 21, thiee lines from bcottorn) The mast neqative
inteqar walue allowed i -32767 which iz really a bug
because it makes the doubla-byte logic functions almost
useless.

13) page 23, end of last full paragraph) Don't lenve the
trailing quotes off of sting constants, even it it sornetimes
works.

14) Page 2. four lines up fiom bottom) Integer arrays
taka four Cnot two) bytes par slement although orly two
are used.

15) Page 29, near top) NOT @ evaluates to -1 (nstead of
) ond MOT 1 ewaluates to -2 Cinstend of &), The lngic
functions work on all 16 bits individually unlass an input or
intermediate walue is -32768.  You can qet -X768 as a
casult (MOT 32767 eomactly returns -3768) and it should be
legal to PRINT HOT MOT A for any walue for which you ean
PRIMT MNOT & but it won't work for A=3767.  Either break
your values into tweo 8-bit walues cr quardntee that the
{6th bit con never be set all by itsalf.

16) Poge 32, last sentence) Pay specinl attention to the
statament that geoBASIC is the opposite of CBM BASIC whan
comparing stings. In your mind, always interchange "" and
"si iphan usad with strings o you will waste a lob of time
debugging any program that uses thern.

17) Page 39 and 184, APPEND) In the exarnple of APPEND
2, the pointer will be at the new record which is 3. (The
ald 3 and abowe have all been moved up one)  The
 admission of a bug that prevents AFPEMDIng to record 126 is
in eror. BEDS ULIR files ean hawe only 17 records which
are number @ through 126,

18) Page 41, CALLY Vou can also PEEK the ratuimed values
of the ALY, and status registers ab locations A58 through
653 respectivaly. Unfortunately you cannat directly CALL any
RED3 routines that pass parameters in the zero-page psaudo
reqisters,

19 Page 41, near battam) CHKPT has been laft out but it
is corectly described on poge 37 as TESTRT.  Change its
name on page 97 to CHKPT and make a note on page 41
where it belangs.

20) Page 42, list of CHRE) CHRI(E) tums on outline
printing and CHRECZT) turns off all effects,

21) Fage 48, DELETE) This command can also be used in
the editar to delate program lines following the  sarne
syntee 03 for LIST on page 66, Typing DELETE all by itself
erazes your entite pragrarn.

22) Page 53, AND) | don't think this editor ccmmand Is
docurnented anywhere in the rranual bt it s extrernely
usaful. It searches For euery oceurrence of a text sting in
your prageam of just within a range of lines. The syntax is
FIMD “stiing”.18.28 where the start and stop line numbers are
aptional,

23) FPoge €6, bottom)  Hitting the F5 key toqgles the -
listing, don't held it dewn,

24) Page 78, MOUSE) This cormrmand requires two mare
porarneters and has the same  synta as PROMPT on page
8. Both commands do not take effect until the raninloop
is entered.

25) Page 76, PATTERM) The pattems are the same as
those displayed in gecPeint. To erase an area use 8. Fora
solid fill use 1.

26) Page 77. POND This command ean tuin off as wel
as bum on individual sereen pixels as determined by the
previous setting of SETCOL. Use @ to tumn pixels off and 1
1o tuin them on.

27) Page 92, PRSCREENY IF the exprassion is 1, the sereen
is printed double size, not rotated,  Use MAINLOOP instaad
of RETURM when done with this carmmand.

28) Poge 87, RHI)  This function is hardly rondom, use
with caution. Try this simple pragrar which should place
dots randonly on the sereen:

8 L3

¢f SETCOL 1

28 POINT RHDC19Y, RNDCTSS)
48 GOTO 38

29) page 83 & 89, SEICOL) Add a 4th use for the FOINT
command as described earlier,
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30) Page 99, Inst paragraph)
volea must avaluata from 1 to 3 (pot A to 3),
sacond and third expressions, Interchanga the wards "high"

and "low",

31)
hous the qeoBASIC program was "RUN" or ealled,
double-clicked on as a stand-alone application, the value is
If & was doubla-clicked on prior to being converted to
It gecBASIC itself was run

a,
an application, the walue fs 1
and then the program. was selacted from the dialog box,

the value Is 2,

32) Page 96, TAR)
and 313,
49,

33) Page 97, TESIPT) Change to CHKPT,

Tha first expression for
For the

Scratch 'n! Save

Page 95, nanar bottom) Paramater # 13 daterminas
If It wms

: The expression must be between @
There is a tab at every pixel location, not every

128 Library by Earl Brown

Thara has baen some talk of late nbout transferdng our
LIRS Mewslatter (tha Moniter) ouver from printed eopy to
disk.  Befora this happens, | hope every one of the
mambers gets a chance to vote on wheather they approva
of this change, | for one will vote for the printed version
unlass someona wiites a spacial program that will allow
you to load each file from a menu in much the same
manner as LoadStar doee
having to lond files Into a word piocazsor in oider to read
it. Mor do | look forward ta missing the HIRES pictures and
qginphics that are nowr mixed in o well thought out manner
in our newsletter, The entire job of the newsletter editor
would ba switched to ona that Is similor to the disk
libeardan, Including  moking  many  disk  coples of the
newslettar,  Or worse yet, it would raquice preparing the
newsletter on dick In advance In order that the disk
librarians can make eopias ready for each club meeting. |
have a strong fesling that that would ke quite a task, more
so than tha hardeopy werslon that we are all used to
receiving,  Getting the hardcopy wersion to press on time is
hard enough. Changing it to softcopy would make It even

P

I'm not locking forward to

19.
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23.
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ACROSS

WHAT A TV BUREEN 18 LALLED AT TIMES
AMOUNT AN IEBM NEEDS :
BOUND INTERFACE DEVICE
DIBK, OFERATING SYSTEM

WHAT A DIBK I8 FUT INTOD
READ BUT NOT WRITE

WHAT YOU PLAY WITH

AN OUTFUT DEVICE

HARDCOFY OUTFUT DEVICE
WHAT MEMORIES ARE MADE OF
A KIND OF FROBRAM TO WRITE
WHAT MODEMS ARE USBED FOR

DOWK

A KIND OF DISK

NAME OF A COMFUTER MQNUFADTURER
WHAT I8 FUT ON A DISK

RODENT

MODULATE/DEMODULATE

A NUMBER CRUNCHER

A BET OF INSTRUCTIONS

WHAT 18 FUT INTO A DRIVE

AN INUT DEVICE

WHAT WIREB AND FLUGB GO INTD
THE HEART OF 1T ALL

ANDTHER WORD FOR CONNECT

COMPUTER TERMS
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harder, and cartainly not a5 convenient to read for our
mermbers. What do you think?

The Great Canadian Superstore is now stocking 5 174 inch
blank disks in bull quantities of fifty to o box for unider
$26.68 plus PST and GST. That's a pretty good price for a
quaranteed pioduct that can only ba matchad or baatan to
date by The Duncan's.

Sorry, but the 128 libcarian newver received any prageams
during tha summer months to be added to our disk fibraiy.,
¢o no additional disk has been added to our fibrary for this
meeting. | did managa to type a couple of programs from
Compute’s Gazette and Run magozine that are nou
ready to be added to our library when there are encugh
programs to fill a disk, parhaps maybe by our next mesting.
Did any of you type any prograrns in that the library can
use’?

e f Seratch ‘v’ Save '_"_-:_f_ _'m—
- = — oy
-—m— o 64 Library '
‘W" — by Keith Kasha — _.m..
Rt = —f—

Hi. therel Hope you had o great surmer. But, here it is fall
aqain. Tire for summer holidays to end and back to the
old routine of school, wok, ete, ete, ate, ..

But now for some qood news! The C64 libiany has a whole
new look! Yep! | finally got arcund to redoing the library
(with the axecutive’s blessingl). Hew sections, new format,

and even DA GRAOPIIE LOBELSHNN0

The new sections are “Education”, “Printhlaste”, and
“Arehives” with more to follows, I'm sure. Pue also redone
the SID Player section to take into account the disks of 50s

- put together around a cental theme (thanx for the input,
Kenl).

While we're on the topic of S0 Ployer, I'd like to take the
npportunity o introduce another new fanture of the new
and irnpraved library Cwell, | hope improved?). Are you
raady? TADAHI Dur new 31D Player eataloguel That's right! &
separate catalogue for the SID Player section. You rivight
emember  back in the April 1991 Monitor 0 chat |
constructed to display the SID Player files available in the
then neus SID Ployer section. el | edited and ndded to
that chart and, VOILA! There you have ith If you have any
fuither questions regarding this eatalogue iefer to the inside
page of said catologue or feel free to ask mel I'm
approachable, cenlly! | don't bita fat least | havten't bitten
anybady yet, | mean recently, | rear, . . . X

Tha people below haouve ngiesd to let their names be listad
as “experts” in some aspect of Cé4-128  computing. If
you've a question, these brave uoluntears can likehy answer
it, or help you find on answer that works. If you have a
skill ot some computing process, consider listing yourself
with our other volunteers,

Wordprocessing

Paperclip Wl Shaun Hase 584 1371
Paparclip (to version E) Jnieatt Currie 757 239
Paperchip (any wersion) ken Danylezuk 545 6644
Ponket kiter 2 & 3 Yves Desjarding 949 8506
Pockat blriter Barry Bircher 543 g84a
Pokat iita Raal Charon 586 1943
Fontrnaster Michael Rodgers 728 ¢5%5
snreadsheets

Pracket Planner Barry Bircher 543 22344
Battar bodking 35 Ken Donylezuk 545 9644
Databases

Ponkat Filar Barey Birshar 543 9348
Oracle (Consultont) Ken Danylezuk 545 A6dd
Communication

Desterm 2.8 Barry Rircher 543 8244
Prof2BTarm Jareat Currie 757 23M
Library files Barry Bircher 543 8a4a
Music/Sound

(Mot ken Danylezuk 545 @644
Staren Sid Editor IMichael Rodgers 728 2595
Enhanced Sid Player Michael Rodgers 728 259%
Langyuages

Forth Ken Danylezuk 545 6644
Paseal ken Danylezuk 545 AE44
ML ¢rnachine language) ken Danylezuk 545 0644
ML Craachine longuage) Bairy Bireher 543 8849
BOSIC 7.8 (araphics) Shaun Hase 54 27
BRSIC (28-T.8, files) tan Danylez uk 545 Bé4d
Graphics

Peint Shop.baster kan Danylezuk 545 Brd4
Koala PainterPrinter Ken Danylezuk 545 8644
Hardware

Disk Drive Maintenonce Ken Danylezuk 545 AAdd
GEOS

GEOS 64 Jagrett Curiie 7a7 239
GED3 122 Bavry Birncher 543 8548
General

Super Snapshot €3, 4, 5)  Yves Dasjardins 949 8526
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Welcome to the first Comrodore Users group
meeting for the fall season. I hope your surmmer
was a pleasant one and any lolidsys went as
planned. Summer iz usnally a time when
corputing  for plessure slows down. As  for
myself, [ spent a falr bit of time looking after the
club’s BBS.

Activity on the board was above my expectationg
s several people used the bosrd to vpload and
downlosd many  files, Keith hes  downlosded
several files that were new and is including them
in our library. The BES saw an average of 2-3
activities on files a day with several days where
up to 15 files were sdded or picked np. It saw an
average of 18 calle & day and the meseage ares
had st least 3 new messages a day with up to 20
messages written on some days. That's what the
board 15 set np to do. Allew Cominodore vsers to
communicate and use their computers to the
fullest.

One prograrn nploaded to the bosrd thet may be of
interest to you is called Digiplayer. This program
5 used to play RAW files. These file are
digitized sonnd files that the player nses to play
back. The RAW files are numermms and sre a
plenty. Most of them are sound ssmples of
popular people saying well koow cliches. Like
Spock of Star Trek saying things like "Logic
dictates that the needs of the many ont weigh the
needs of the few" among other sayings. This
program may be presented at one of the meetings
if there is enongh interest in it.

Another program called Ripyarns 15 a neat
prograzn that was vplosded that has several
songs on it a5 well as some neat sound effects. A
crossword puzzle creator was uploaded by Fred
Spesry. This 15 a good crossword crestor that [
have tried out and works wery well You just
enter the words and some clues and 1t works on
making & pnzzle ovt of it I'll try and see if [ can
get one made vp and get it included in either this

isane or the next. Keep an eye out for it

This meeting marks the first day for our new
meeting place st Miller High school. T hope the
place workes ont and allows onr club to prosper.
This meeting 5 dedicated to the SID music player
and files. The club now has over 38 disks full of
sids with more being picked up each week.

The fsll meeting is precarionsly close to the
club’s election time. At this meeting snd the next
in October, I ask ANY club member to seriously
consider rmaning for one of the many positions
available on the executive. Being an execntive
basically means yon play a very Linportant part in
the club in that you keep the club going and sre
part of what heppens to the club and direct it to
where you want it to go.

seversl senior members have been club officers
for several years, It is about time that these
members are relieved of their duties and allew
new people to take over and inject new idess.
Corrently the clob  desperstely needs an
Aggistant Editor, and 5 3ecretary Treasurer to
look after the bank accounts. If vou can look after
your own personsl account, wou are rmore than
able to look after the club’s. Real Charron, the
current Secretary cen show you how he looks
after it and you can take it from there. And also
we need s Vice President. The Vice Presuent’s
role is to keep vp on the club news, write the odd
article and take over the President’s duties in
case the President is wnable to attend the
meetings. The basic idea in having a Vice
President, Assistant Editor, and Assistant
Librarisn i to familisrize the person with the
respective dutiss with the Wea of taking over that
position after a vesr or two, or when the position
becornes open.

The club officers vsnally meet a week after a
genersl meeting st someons’s honse to discuss
the next meeting's agenda and to have some very
interesting convos.

See you next time.

f Cornmodore Users Group of Saskabehewsan Septembar,
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Nothing coals off these dog days of summer better than on
ice-cold glass of teq.

But making great tea is more difficult and time-consuming
than most of us realize. Yes, you can use an instant teq,
but most of the powdered mixes are blended to be
convenient, rather than great tasting.

Or, you can prepare it the old-foshioned way by bailing
water, dropping in a handful of taabags and letting the pot
steep until it reaches desired strength. However, you have
to wait for it to slowly cool before powing over ice.
Otherwise, it will become cloudy, or the heat will erack the
jca-fillad glnss-- and nobody enjoys cloudy tea from a
broken glass.

There is, howewver, a new breed of appliances that takes
the work out of tea preparation and that is also quick and
safe to use. They are creatively called “lced Tea Makers"
and are available in a variety of configurations.

Tha newest entry into this eatagory is the microwayve iced
tea maker. Two manufacturers, Farberware and Mr. Coffee,
currently hava units availabla,

Tha positive aspect to microwave tea mokers is that thay
make fresh iced tea in less than four minutes. The negative
is that most of tha available units only make two to thiee
glasses at one time.

To use a microwave iced tea moker, just place two to fowr

teabags (depanding on the model and desirad strength) and’

2 ounces of water in the brewing baskat, Some units
allovs the usage of loosa tea, but you will nead to add a
paper filter to keep the mechanism from clogqing. Then, fill
the plastie carafe with ice (nbout 14 cubes) and placa the
unit in the microwave oven (full-power setting) for three
to four minutes. As the water in the brawing basket boils,
it steeps the teabags. Finally, it drips the hot tea over the
ice to chill

The Farberware lca Tan Express sells for 328 and is available
from Service Merchandise.  For mare Information, call
1-880-251-1212, itam Mo. 508BAFIA.  The M. Coffes warsion
sells for $15 and is available from various department and
discount stores,

For true instant breuwsed tea, thera is My, Coffee’s Ined Teq
Pot. This unit allows for -the brewing of larger quantities of
tea in about 10 minutes.

- The leed Tea Pot consist of thiee components, a pitchar,
brew basket and main unit.  You begin by pouring up to
three quarts of water (depending on the modal) in the main

unit,  Mesxt, you fill the pitchar half full with lee cubes and
place the brew basket with paper filter on top.

Then you add six to eight teabags Cand sugar and lemon if
desired), adjoin the main unit to the pitcher and tun the
power on. In less than 18 minutes, you have freshly
brewed, cloudless iced tea,

Mr, Coftea officinls advise that the wunit is economical too.
Their teapat's method costs about half of what you would
spend  making iced tea with eonventional instant mixes.
Other than teq, it is ideql for iced coffee,

Mr. Coffes’s lced Tea Pot is available in a number of
models mnging in price from 325 to 45 For mora
information, coll 1-868-321-6378,

fnother new iced tea rmaking product is Gemea's Infini-Tea.
This unit takes tha old method of making tea and simplifies

it to be about as easy as boiling water.

The Infini-Tea includes a qlass carafe and a steeping basket,
Just fill the ecorafe with wp to two quarts of water and
place two to four tea hags in the steeping basket and place
it in the carafe,

Then, bing the wnater to a boil, tun off the heat, and
when the tea is at the desired strength, just add ice to cool
and pour in a glass. Berause the ecarafe is made of heat
resistant glass, it will not crack when the ice is placed
insida the wunit.  The entira process takes less than 18
rinutes and provides for clear, cloudless iced tea.

Gemea's Infinl-Tea is currently available and sells for §18.
For more information, eall 1-308-473-4362,
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Septembear, 1391

Commodore Usars Group of Saskatchewan







