COMMODORE
COMPUTER CLUB

RESETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT

By ROBERT SKEGG

There are many myths in Comsodore
land. The best known of these is that
Commodore publications, and notably
the Commodore &4 Programmer’s Guide
can be taken as the gospel truth! HMany
newcomers to Commodore land have been
trapped by these small errors, which
always seem to creep into technical
publications. The problem even extends
to the schematic diagram which is
contalned in the back of that
publication, and has now trapped no
less a noteworthy character than Larry
Phillips! (See DEBUNKING SOME MYTHS,
CCC MEWS, VOL Z, NUMBER 12.)

Since 1 as probably the local source of the rusour
concerning the perile of "reset buttons®, | feel that
[ sust explain further.....

This probles case to my attention the firt tise |
fitted a reset button on a Chd, I happened ko check
the pull up cerrent on the reset line to see 14 a pull
up resistor might be necessary. The 18¢ af FSD seter [
was using hit the end-stop haro! After much checking
that [ had the correct pin on user 170 port, and the
schesatic, 1 retorted to carefully tracing the FCB of
the Ch4. The actual circeit is pot as shown in the
official schesatic. what [ found is shown in Fig 1.

GCC GETS TOUGH

Recently it was brought to the attention of the
club executive and directors that the freguency of
pirating copyrighted software at club meetings was
increasing at an alarming rate. As result, the
following rules were forsulated and are currently in
effect:

I. The copying/exchange of progrietary (copyright]
coftwire at club meetings is strictly prohibited.

Thie includes photocopies of books or sanuals for
proprietary software, The directors of the Club will
deal with the problen in the following sanner:

Dffenders’ aesbership carde will be hole-punched ko
indicate 3 marning.

For any second offence the mesber’s card will bBe
punched through the wmesbership nusber and thus
rendered void, There will be no refund of dues to
revoked seaberships,

2, Visitore are welcose, We encowrage two free
*yisits" before applying for meabership, Visitors are
not allewed to bring hardware to meetings.

L In order to enswre the above, we will oe
hand-stisping everyone at the goor: visitors n red,
seabers in blue. Non-meabers will be required bo
prowvige satisfactory 1.0, so as to avoid name changes
between visits,

To ensere fast entrance at the door please have
your sesbership card ready. Others plesse have 1.D. te
show at the wisitors desk. those wishing to join
should ask for an application om entry. FReturn the
completed form with paysent to the frost desk.

4§, These bringing equipaent to workshop aeetings
are asked to sign in at the door and get your hand
stamped before bringing im equipsent. This will allow
geick flow through at the door, Ask if you need help
with lifting.

At the April workshop seeting, sesters noticed an
increated amount of "security® at & result of these
requlations. One tndividual was discovered to be
carrying & forged seabership card which he  had
dllegedly fished out of a garbage can. RS a result of
this, the directors voted to disallow this individual
mesbership 1n the club for 3 period of one year.
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Mote that there is no 7484 cpen collector driver at
all. The reset line is criven directly by two outputs
of the %34 power-ca-reset timer (UM, One owtput iz
an open collector type, the other is a high drive
power “tatea pale’ type. This kind of owtput is
capable of supplying & large “pull up® current and is
responsible for the large current from bhe reset line
ko ground that I had observed.

So why are both outputs comnected in parallel whes
just the open collector one would work fine? A clue to
thiz strange arrangement lies im the fact Ehat the
connection between the twe outputs of U8 1s not a
track os the PCE, but a2 jusper wire added between pins
9 and 13, It appears that in the course of soae
circuit modification, perhaps to use the missing 748
section elsewhere, the reset line wis incorrectly
wired to the totes pole output of U2, After the board
was put Into production, the error may have been
nated, amd corrected by putting in the extra jusper.
The susper 15 easily spakted. It is connected to the
integrated circuit in the lower left corner of the
circuit board, marked "U28". The jusper is about a
inch of black wire bent in a U shape,

S0 what 15 the significance of all this? 1t means
that whem you short khe reset Qine of & C54 to ground,
& lot of current will tlow through the power-on-clear
chip (U29]. Since there have been no reported cases of
Chls bursting into +lames, 1t ceems that this does mot
produce imsediate probless. If you were to short the
reset line to ground for an extended period of tise,
2% wouid undoubkedly  get quite hot, and may
eventually fail. My quese ie that it would take at
least & few seconds for this to happen.

This situation may be best described as “bad
enjineéring practice™ -=- a part is being operated
muteide the manufacturer’s specificaticas. What te do
about §t? Putting a resistor in seriez with the
esternal  reset button oaly slightly relieves the
probles. [§ the resistor is large enough to reduce the
current to & safe value, then the voltage on the reset
line would not drop enough for & reset to take place.
Cutting the jumper wire does nothing useful as the PCB
track goes directly to the totes-pole output. The
easiest fix i5 to cut leg ¥ of U right next to the
body, but 13%4 WOTE: THIS MAY VOID ANY WARRANTY YOU
MY MHAVE ON THE EOQUIFMENT #338, This sodification
disconmects the hign current ftotem-pole ocukput, but
leaves the reset line connected through the jusper ta
the open collector output. A seall sharp acsed pair of
side cutters 1t required to oo thie. Try WOT Lo cut
flush to the hody of the IC as the distortion of the
lead as vou cut may crack the package seal,

There {5 now mo pull up device on the resek bus.
dust to the left of U2 you will see several
resistors. The lowest position 15 sarked "R36", and 15
pigty. {Mith the totes-pole driver there was lots of
pull up cwrrent -- no resistor necessary.) Solder a
lk-obm 1/% watt resistor in this pesition., To save
having to resove the PCE 4rom the case and the lower
shield, with care the resistor can be soldered to the
pads on the top of the board. This completes the

T

modification, and you can now reset wath ispunity. If
you want to modify your CA4, but do not have the
necessary tools or skills, have the job done by an
expert,

1 thought 1 had the reset probles licked, motil a
new C&4 arrived oo my benchk in January, The whole PCH
wis different — and now covered with a large setal
shield! Upon checking the reset line current | wes
plessed to note that it was only SeA! At last they
have fixed the circuit, 1 thought.

Then 1 moticed that althosgh a reset  Bbution
coanected to the user port reset the Cé4, it did mot
reset the disk drive or printer. After sore tracing of
the PCB, I discovered a new twist —— the reset line is
now divided! The new circuit 15 shown in Fig.2. The
power-on-clear tiser drives a 7485 section, and resats
the CF, Clhs, YIC, 51D, user and expansion ports. An
extra transistor (@3} is also driven by the timer
outpet, and provides the resel signal to the serial
bus devices.

Now why should Cowsodore re-design the circait this,
way? The pull-domn currents are about 5e8 for the CRU
ete. reset line, and about 1dwh #or the serial bus
reset line, with a disk drive and a printer connected.
In total that's well within the capabilities of either
the 7494 or transistor driver. The result of this
modification is that a reset butlon coonected to
either the user port or the serial bus will nat
perfors a systes-wide reset. To correct this probles
it is necessary bo solder a  juaper beteesn the two
reset busses, FRIF NOTE: THIS HAY WDID ANY WARRANTY
YOU MAY HAVE OM THE EQUIPMENT. 189tE First remove the
top shield, which 1% held in place by screws. Avoid
the white thersal grease; it is very difficult to wash
off clothes! The jusper is msost easily connected
between the center leg lcollector) of the transistor,
which is located in the center of the left edge of the
FLE, and pin 8 of U8, Be careful not to over-heat the
components, and watch cut for solder splashes shorting
tracks. fgain, if you lack the necessary tools and
=kills, go to an expert.

Copyright 1985 Pobert Stegy. R11 riﬂts reserved.
SUMMER SCHEDULE

== WORKSHOF MEETINGS —
May 7 (Thompsen School)
June 4 (Thompson School )
June 25 (Thompson School)
August & (Sunset Community
Centre, 404 E. Sist)
Sept. 3 (Thompson School)

-= BUSINESS MEETINGE --

May 21 (Sunset Community
Centrel
JUNE, JULY & AUGUST: CANCELLED

All the apove are sebject to change. Check with the
club’s answering machise at T38-1311 or EBBS (171-10€2)
for w-te-date info.
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QUO VADIS COMMODORE?

By LOUIE BERNHARDT

First, let's get one thing
straight. 1 own two personal
computers: a Commodore &4 and an BXéd4,
s0 I'm obviously sympathetic to
Commodore. They are sufficient for my
purposes, and after all, 1 can’t
afford an IBM PC or clone f(and I
refuse to buy an overpriced Apple).

Part of my job involves keeping
track of what is happening in the
microcomputer industry -  knowing
what's available for business use, the

relative merits of the machines,
peripherals, and software in the
marketpl ace, being awars of trends,

ptc.  Although no one seriously looks
at Comsodore from the standpoint of
business micros, it has besn
interesting to watch its moves in
relation to the general flow of the
market.

It's hard to believe that in 1962 the market was
anybody's.,  Cossodore had the 8832 and Seperpet
available and was just bringing cut the &4. IBM had
started shipping the PC and there was no software
available. Apple was flogging the 11+ and trying Lo
recover from the disastrous I1I, The sost prosising
direction seemed to be CP/N except for the fact that
it was mot a very friendly operating systea,

What's the situation today? Apple 1s the only
serious non-clome cospetitor to IBM. The best deal im
a cosputer koday is Radio Shack's FC clome. Nesory
capacities of G4 and above are comson, as are fined
disks of 18, 28, and 4® segabytes. What is truly hard
to believe is that Commadare has been so static while
all this has been going on!

In 1984, a year in which the major players
consolidated their gains, the year of Maciatosh,
Symphoniy, Frasework, the PCir (well...) and the PC-AT,
wiat did Comsodore have to show? Amother 64K machine,
incompatible with the Ci4 or its joysticks, wnable ta
run [54 software, unable to perfore CE4 graphics or
sound, with soee primitive built-in software and a
elightly enhanced BASIC. An enhanced BASIC! | have a
degree in Cosputing Science and I've probably written
five BASIC programs on ay C&4 in the past year! For
the past two years Cossodore has shown a horribly
abysaal lack of understanding of the wmarket, has
completely misread the reason pecple buy cosputers.

"Hos can 1 say this when the VIC-20 and Ci4 have
outsald every machine in prodection? [ don't know if
Cossodore realizes it or intended it, but the CA is a
wonderful ecasple of  appropriate  technology,
especially at its 1984-and-later price. It"s not big
and fast, but if ssaller is better, then can slow be
far behind? Besides, a hose cosputer doesn't have to
be fast -~ no one has that many words to process, o
that sany stocks to track. The Cé4 us flexible. You
don’k have to have mesory configqered with BASIC -- it
can be clearsd for machine linguage use. The list goes
an.

The last thing anyone needed was 2 busimess version
of a Céd. People who progress upsard fros C54°s don't
rush out and buy B296°s or BIZ2B's unless they're
stupid. They rush out and buy lenith 158's and Tandy
1#8¢"s and PC's and IT's because they wast to run
LOTUS, dBASE, and any of several dozen word processing
prograss. | would doubt that entry-level people would
buy Plus-4"s, either. Portable Radio Shack 184's offer
more  function, 1f you're oncomcermed  with
cospatibility with PC" s,

Which leads me to the Cossodore 128 and the LLCD lap
cosputer. When these sachines were first asnownced, [
thought to wysel#, “they’we finally done it, they'wve
skarted listening to a live market analyst'®™ well,
have they?

The Comscdore [28: Early reports indicated that
this would be a 128K version of the C54 with CP/M
capability. mell, so you have to flip a swatch to get
CP/M because you need the IBMA. Plus you meed the new
drive to read standard CP/W-format disks. Plus LP/R is

passe anyway: nobody writes serious softtware tor P/
any more. What about the 28K MWell, that's only
available when you flip a switch. In other words, what
we have here is 2 convenient wiy for Cossodore to
1) gradually obsolete the Cé4, 2) get rid of all the
wwsed chips developed for their 128K “business®
cosputers (how many people do you know who omn
B2%'s?, and 3) give the appearance that they are
right in there coapeting head-to-head against the
fpple  1lc dancther amachronisa, but at least it
supports the existing user basel.

[ think what we wankted was upward-cospatibility. #
Ct4 user should be able to run any Co4 software on the
128 without necessarily having access to the second
G4,  The mext step is developaent of C54/128 software
which runs on both wsachines, making use  of the
additional &4K, if available, as RAMdisk. This would
dllow and encourage wsers to upgrade their equipsent
at their own convenience. In fact, the upgrade should
not require purchase of & new machine, it showld only

require a plug=in bax which attaches to the Ci4 UMLESS
the feel of the mew keyboard has been significamtly
improved, Ultimately, [ think you want 4 C&4 which can
BCcess 3 aegabyte of storage. 1'a uncomfortable with
the Superpet-like idea of switching CPU sodes; | think
a machine should be integrated. My comclusion about
the 128 is to wait and see what sort of software it
runs, see bow much of it there is, and note if the
additional 64K and faster drive wake a significant
difference to what is already available on the Céd.
Technologically (and husanistically) is the 128 just
&t appropriate?

The LCP lap computer: The great advantage of this
nachine (a5 well as of the 128) is that you cam pleg
your existing 541 drive inte it. Mhat Cossodore
doesn’t say yet is what existing C54 prograss will rum
on this machine. [t coses with an assorteent of
built-in software, much like a Radio Shack 1988, and

(Continued on page &)

A GOMPLEAT GUIDE TO MACHINE
LANGUAGE PROGRAMMING ON THE PET

3y HAROLD BROCHMANN
USING THE WEDRE (F-2)
Locatioss #7T8 to $87 contain the LHARBET routine.

It is used by BASIC to fetch the nest character from
senory for interpretation. Let us disassesble this

routine:

beme E4 77 INC $77
0472 D0 82 BNE $88TH
BOTH E5 TR INC %78

8476 AD 62 02 LDn wé2el
079 09 A CHWP 434
476 B8 84 BCS $408T
WILCT2d O nlb

G47F F8 EF  BED %8878
LT SEC
082 E9 78 SBC 438
LI SEC
0085 E9 D6 SBC 4408
bed? &9 RTS

The address of the mext character to be fetched is
located at $77 and §78. The contents of this address
are therefore placed in the accusulator by instruction
at $087&. The first three instructions increseat thie
address first, At #8070 the accusulstor contents are
cospared with #8219 (blank space). If there is a satch
then the pointer is incresented and the next character
fetched. In other words, this part of the routine
al lows the PET to ignore blank spaces in @ BASIC
prograe.

Let ws experiment with changing this to H2l. This
should have the effect of the PET ignoring exclamation
marks, but paying attention to blank spaces!

870 C9 21 CWP W82l
This is most easily accoaplished with POKE 126,33
I&!PRINT! ! ""HELLD GEORGE!"!!
is now acceptanle to BASIC, while:
1& PRINT "HELLD GEORBE®
i not,

Motice that both spaces and exclasation marks are
accepted at “face walue® when fthey are  insige
quotation sarks; in other words the best is not
perforaed if we are in “quote mode®. Why not?

The previous 1nstruction:

70 B8 8 ECS S00BT ; branch on carry set

causes the check to be skipped 1f the CARRY FLAE is
set. Here the carry flag is used to indicate whether
the PET 15 reading text from imside or outside
quotation sarks.

Instructions at 881 - $8885 do some other things
that we aren't going ta go inka.

How do we intercept the CHARGET routine? We change
the instruckion at $88TH so that ewecution is diverted
to a custos designed CHARGET routine, This new rowtine
checks to see if the character fetched is one which we
have specified; and if it is, does something special.
Otherwise, execution is resused normally,

To illustrate this let us decide that the "at® sign
{B) from now oa is going to convert the screen code.
In wther words, it will have the same effect as FOKE
57469, 14 or POKE 57448, 12,

First we modidfy the CHARGET routine so that it
starts like this:

BOTR AL 4B A3 NP SATME

#71 ER NOP
$THEL T8 INC %78
#6076 AD 92 02 LDA %0282
ETC,

NOF means W0 OPERATION. We just put it thers to
nake things a little tidier.

This modification can be put in place witht the
first part-of our AL program:

B34 AT A0 LDA #HC
0338 85 78 STH 970

B33E AT &7 LDA B64T
o340 B3 71 STh STL

P42 A% BT LDA B4l
0344 83 T2 STH #72

8348 RTS

Dbviously we cannot at this point exit to BASIC and
5Y5 B26 because if we do, the PET will crash, We will

<have to assesble the rest of the wedge first; so we

continue with:

T ES 7T INC 8T7

8347 D8 B2 BNE 4340
#3548 10 Tb 88 JSR SROTH
B350 CF 40 CHP #ede
#3532 Fo 83 BEQ #6357

B354 4C 75 b NP sBATL

The first three imstructions incresent locations
#77 and $78 just like the original routine at #9476 -
$4071, Now we use the rest of the CHARBET routine to
load the accusulator with the next character ta be
fetched, This 15 done at $OT4B,

At 99330 we check to see if thiz character is the
"at sign or not. If it is, we braach to our special
routine, othrwise normal execution continues.

BI37 A9 82 LDR eR2
G359 40 4C E EOR $EQ4C
PISC 80 4C BB STR $EBAC
BI5F A9 26 LDW #4524
241 40 AT O3 JWP SR347

Mhen the code for your wadge i5 assesbled, exit to
BREIC and SYS B2, At this point you can, 1f you wish,
re-gnter the monitor and disassesble $M978- fo e
that all has gone as planaed,

Try entering the ® symbol in girect sode. Alsa use
it ia 2 short progras.

If you have & copy of the UMIVERSAL WEDGE (DOSH
load and activate it, Examine locations #78, %71 and
%70 to see where this prograa resides in senory and do
& parkial diasseably of it. Realize that the entry
point for & ML sequence say not be at its lowest
sesor y address.
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BES SECRETS REVIEALEDN

By M. HLKE

There is a lot of coafusion about Uploading and
Downlgading with Cossodore BBSs. In orger to do this
in the Vancouver area you need & program shich has the
FUNTER FROTOCOL. There are Z types of this: old and
new. The sain difference is that the new one it about
twice a5 fast as the old one.

The old protocol is-used on Sprite (3BE-I255), and
the new protocol is usee oa all other boards,
including Cossodore Computer Club  (271-18421,
Monctezuma’s Revenge (939-4837), Swap Shop (BEE-I293),
BiB’s Vic Board (325-B17l), Underground Espire
(591-3393) and others using the b4 Exchange and Hals
EBS programs.

Let se suggest that you get yourself one or both of
two really good public dosain terminal prograss,
available free froa the Comssodore Computer Club's
library: First Term [with the accospanying First Diall
or Versa-Ters. These both use the MEW Punter Protocol.
(¥ersa-Ters also contains the OLD Punter Protecoll.
VIC 28 owners with 2 disk drive and at least BY of
sewory expansion can make use of the Vic Kew Frote
terainal program; with the accospanying Vic New Proto
M.

When you hawe them, here's how to perfora
Uploading, or sending a progras to the BBS. After
pushing the BES menu prompt tor Uploading == *U° in
the case of the COC -- you w2y be given a bit of
instructions (depending 1f you are in the Expert moce)
and then asked for Mase of File. This is the name wyou
want to call the progras you are going to semd. This
nase does MOT have to be the same as the name of .the
progras on your disk. Im fact, 14 you screw things up,
you say want to use several different names like
BALOMEY-1, BALOMEY-Z, etc.

Assuming khe name you have chesen ise't already
imed on the BES's disk, you may be asked to input A 1f

you want to Abort or B to change the Block Size.
*Block Size®, both here and in the main menu of the
kerminal prograss, reders to the musber of characters
which the program will accept before performing a
check to see that all characters are sent correctly.
"Block Size" bas NOTHING to do with the size ~-- in
blocks -- of the progras you are sending' You can wary
this Block Size between 98 and 255 -- using 4%  makes
far better results sometimes if the lines are poor.

{When Uploading to the CCC BBS, the Push B to
Change Block Size proept does MOT have any effect -
it does during Dowmloading., If you want to change the
Block Size during an Upload to the CCC, then do this
is your TERMINAL PROGRAN's main sens, On Hals BBSs,
File Transferring -- assuming it is available -- is
accessed from the sain senu by pushing "F". Thiz will
then bring up another senu for which the prospts are
Upload; Dewnlosd, Cataleg, Blocks Free, [estructione,
Alter Block Siie, and Main Menw. The Alter Block Size
works for both Upl pads and Downloads and can be varied
between 48 and 235.)

At this point you will be given a prompt like
“aiting for Sigmal®. This is your clue to go to the
main meny of the program, With First Term, this 1s
daone with SHIFT and RUN-STOP. With Versa-Ters, you hit
the HOME key. Mow you hit the letter or nusber which
seans "Send 1 Program ko the BBS®. Mith First Ters,
this 15 by with Versa-Term it 15 the nusber 2.

First Term will mnow ask youw to choose between
Punter and Text -- push “F* no matter which one. {See
ote | at end.) Then you go to angther screen where
you are asked for another file nase. This is the nase
of the file on your disk which you are going to send.
fad you are also asked whether this is a PRB, SE@ or
Word Fro file (you DID write this down, didn’t you?),

Versa-Ters makes things a lot easier. All you are
asked for is the nase of the file on your disk -— the
progras them takes care of all the other susbo- juabo.

Why is CONTI known as
"the commodore store'?

® Home of the largest Commodore
service center west of Toronto

@ Authorized warranty and non-
warranty repairs to all Commodore

products

® We service and support what we sell.

Come in and see the amazing VIZASTAR
— like 'LOTUS 1-2-3' — at B.C.'s original
commodore dealer

7204 MAIN (at 56th)
VANCOUVER
324-0505

1216 W. BROADWAY
VANCOUVER
734-0606

fssuming all qoes well, the Upload should now begin --
the red light on your dick drive will cose on, and the
wotor should whirr every 19 seconds or sa.

On screen with First Ters you will actually see the
characters of the progras being sent -- with
Versi-Term you will get the fasiliar dashes ®----*
indicating that things are goimg OK. I4 things are WOT
going OK -- if you get a bunch of colons "::::® with
Verse-Tern or Bad Blocks with First Term =-- you may
choose to abort the Uploading, This is cone by pushing
either RUN-5TOF or the Comsodore key. D0 MOT push
FUK-GT0P and RESTORE with First Term or the prograe
will boab!!! With Versa-Term you may push RUN-STOF amd
FESTORE, then type HUM and pertorm an Initialize (18,
not M) in the Disk Coseands section -- prompt 4 fros
the main senu, Hopetully thic should sbort the Uplead.
If it doesn’t work, the only alternative is to
disconmect and call later. Whem the Upload is
successfully cospleted, the red light on your disk
grive will go out and you will be returned to the
terainal mode.

Downloading, or receiving a progras froe the BES,
strangely enough, is quite similar to Uploading,
except that it is done in the ocpposite cirection!

After inputting the EBS menu prompt for Downloading
== [ on the main menu in the case of the CIC — you
will get a proapt on the screen asking for a file
nawe, This 15 the name of the progras you want fros
the BBS's Download disk, which you have previously
fourd on its directory. After entering this file nuse,
hit return, and then you may be asked to hit A to
aort or B for the Block Size. mgain, this Block Sire
business has WOTHING to do with the block sie of the
progras you are Downloading.

Once you have input the name of the file you want
to receive, then you will get a prompt like ‘Waiting
for GSigeal’. At this point, you should return to the
main senu of your tersinal progras f{see instructions
abovel. Then you should hit whichever nusber or letter
is designated for 'Receive File’ —— 1 in the case of
Versa=Tera, H for First Tera.

After doing this, you will get another prompt which
asks for file name. This is the file nase which you
want to call the Downloaded progras when it is saved
on your own disk. This does MOT have to be the sase is
the 4ile nase on the WBS's directory! Again, you may
want to save it under several different names until
you get it correct, You may alse be asked at this
point to input F for Program File or § for Sequential
File.

At this point, if all 1= 0K, then the red light on
your drive should cose on, and the [ownload should
proceed. When it s finished; the red light will go
out and you will be returned to the terainmal sode. I¥
nothing happems, try hitting the Commcdore key or
Shift A to abort. If that doesn’t work, try hittisg
FUN/STOP and RESTORE and FRUN iwith First Term wse
FUM/STOF only), then go to the Disk Cossands asd
perdore as Initialize (16, MOT NB). This shosld break
the cosnection. If you can't return te the terminal
sode, the only solution may be to tersinate the
connection and call again.

Make I: On come Comsodore BESs and Tersinal
Prograss, vyou aay see proapts for Word Pro Files or a
choice tor Text, Most word processing files are either
PRG or 5EQ files, and [ have sent thes to and received
thea back from BBSs witheut any change in  the
matertal. One Eheory about why these proaphts are
included 15 that they are a bit of free advertising
for the originator of the Punter protocol, Steve
Funter, who also wrote the well-kmown worg processing
progran, Mord Fre.)

iNote 2: &4 Exchange i< a public oomain progrim
which acts as a very simple BES prograam for Uploading
and Downloading, with the option of leawving sessages
on the Sysop’s printer. This program s uwsually
accesesed  with 2 passwors which iS...hold your
breatn, .. “password”! The senu 15 obtained by hitting a
qestion mark, and the prospts for Up and Dowhloading
are UPL and DOW. The transfer procedure 15 wery

similar to the ones described above.)
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v WORD PROCESSING -

By MIKE QUIGLEY

1 recently received five word
processors for review. Although none
of them is good enough to take the
place of Paperclip, one of the most
popular word processors among CCC
sembers or even Cardco's Write MNow!
which 1 use for creating the
newsletter, some of thea have
interesting capabilities, as well as a
few oddities.

All of them are disk-based, and all
but one are in machine language. TexEd
is the only one not - protected, while
Textomat &4 has some fancy DOS
routines which make it impossible to
use with the Epyx Fastload cartridge.
The othere contain the now-archaic,
i54l-destroying errors which cause
knocking like when formatting a disk,

TEXTOMAT &4

Textomat &4 comes from Abacus Software, Lthe same
people who browught us all those mifty books like The
mnatony of the 1541 Disk Drive, wretchedly translated
fron Bersan. Textomat seess to have cose fros the same
factory, but there need be no xencphobia caused by its
1#5-page, three-ring binder sanual which is logically
organized and almost cospletely free of spelling,
grassatical and translation problems.

Unfortunately, the ease of use of the masual does
not apply to the progras. Mhile the overlying design
concept is a good one, there are a lot of annoying
little idiosyncracies. For one thing, you have to hit
Shifted RETURM at the end of a paragraph. And the
delete key doesn’t work morsally -— you have to put it
on the character you want to delete, instead of
deleting the character before the cursor. The sanual
says this is "sere convenient, since most of the tise
the cursor is positioned at beginning [sicl of the
unkanted text so you don’t have to sove to the end to
delete it." Uh,,.50r8,..

The prograa perfores most of its fuonctions with
senus  and prospts, sany of which appear at the bottos
of the screen. These are accessed with the cursor keys
and the Fl key, which is used along with the F2 key to
jusp back and forth to the sain text area or “Write
Mode®, The COMTROL key is wsed to enter the “Cosmand
Bode® in which one can edit and weove throwgh the
docusent, One problea with many of these senus is that
you really have to think in advamce about what you are
doing. For example, when you want to Search and
feplace, you cannot see your text, and when you want
to Renase a file, you cannot see the directory.

The part of this progras which [ really disliked
was customizing Textomat for wy particular printer, an

4 Accessories & Softwara
at reasonable prices
*t EFPY® fazt load *44 .95

* JOYSTICK from ...... % B8.88

* QUALITY diskKettes - ssdd
188 guaranteed 18-°%17 .88

18.-¢429.95
2 C&E< Games from .. ¥ 3.85

t SYSTEM saver fan for
your 154] driva .... $358.85

* W IC 1688 modem .. ¥68,335

5881 Victoria Dr
Vancouver V3IF3W3
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ancient Gemini 1% with Cardco "A" interface. [The
progras is written for use with a 1523, 1526 or WP
B8, for which no such modification is necessary.)
This involves two things: converting the EMTIRE
ALFHABET (upper and lower casel to the corresponding
ASCIT codes of the printer, and defining control
characters to produce things like sub- and supersoript
and bold type — in hexidecimal® 1 tried to do this,
with little success on printout. Considering Paperclip
includes set-up files for just about every printer on
the market, I don’t see why Textomat couldn't at least
include some tor the popular makes of printers. (Two
of the other prograss under review here — The Whole
Bit and Word Cossander &4 -- do just that.)

Teztoaat does have some interesting features, like
the ability to sake calculations in the text and print
foreign language characters. However, in light of the
printer hassles | emcountered, I find it very hard to
give it any kind of & recossendation.

{Bbacus Software, P.0. Box 7211, Grand kapids, Wich.

49510, 0.5.A, 139.95)
THE WHOLE BIT

One thing turned se off The Whole Bit from the
beginning — the word *its* is continually misspelled
in its manual and even in a sasple text file on the
disk' If one can overcose this and other illiteracies
like “keystroke entrys®, the progras it"self is not
all that bad, though its not without its® share of
little peculiarities.

Editing is literally of the full-screen variety -
if you mant to go beyond the boundaries of the screen,
you have to use the function keys to scroll. The
function beys have different ... e ... functions
depending whether you are tn #8-colusn or B4 colusn
aode (the lakter scrolling text from left to rightl.
Pushing RETURN while typing in text maket a double
space, while the Up Arrow is used for a single return
at ‘the end of a paragraph.

The speed of the cursor has been increased, which
makes manipulating it easy shen editing text. However,
in other parts of the progras where you are supposed
to place the cursor on sosething (like 2 file name Yo
LOAD it in the directory), this can be a disadvantage,
especially when coupled with the fact that the curser
anly eoves down in this kind of situstion.

One of the major cheracteristics of The Whole Bit,
which i5 either asngying or reassuring depending om
your viewpoint, dis that wost of the proapts are
double-checked == the *Are you swre?" syndrose, which
is no gearantee Ehat mistakes will not be sade. Dne
nice touch is that a shifted RUW/STDP will get you out
of wirtually aay sitwation back ko the main senu.

005 cossands are limited to Mew, Scratch, Resave,
fienase, Save and Load, Each file is saved along with
various paraseters such as margins, tab settings,
lines per page, justification, etc. as a ‘“masler
file®. Ir order to merge one file into another, you
have to save the parts to be serged as a2 “nos-master
file®, which seans devoid of this inforsation. You can
also copy or chain together up to four files and save
thea under & new file nase,

Eight printer functions are supported -- bold face,
double strike, italics, coepressed, underlining, wide
type, super- and sub-scripts, and there are another &
user-definable keys, which have to be entered as hex
nusbers.

On the whole, The Waole Bit seeas well designed and
relatively easy to use. (Dne eijor oversight 15 that
if you hit RUM/STOP and RESTORE, it's bye-bye to
everything,! The sanual for the progras, in a
three-ring binder, 15 very good aside trow all those
Ishudder) “its", E

{Bpplied Techoologies, Ioc., Compater Froducts Biv.
Eittery, Ne. 93004, U.5.8, #19,95)

BarMkE. STREET
WRITER

Bank Street Mriter seems to be have been designed
for soseone who is terrified of word protessing or
even using @ cosputer,

Text is created in the Write Mode. If you want to
edit it, you have to enter the Edit Mode which allows
you to move the cursor arocund, Then you have to return
to the Write Mode to actually msake the corrections.
The Transfer Mode allows you to do various DOB
operations such as Mew, Rename, Scratch, Load and
Save, File nases can be 2 saxisum of B characters
long, since the resaining letters are for an optional
"password”  to  prevent others from accessing the
saterial. (1'w sure that exawining the saterial would
be a relatively easy task for soseone who really
wanted to see it.)

Compared to sany other word processors; Bank Street
Writer is strictly “"seat and potatoes®. Block
sanipulation is limited to 15 lines of text at a tise
and no printer tricks like italics, comdensed print,
ad so forth are supported. There isn't even a
character to indicate where paragraphs end!

Although prior to printing you can establish such
paraseters as the nusher of characters per line,
pagination, spaces between lines, page heading, pause
betwsen pages, and ejecting the last page, there are
pther things which can only be changed in the Utility
Progras. These include lines per page, the ftop and
bottom sargin, printer device nusber and secondary
address, screen colors; line and form feeds and an
audible clicking when keys are pressed. You cannot
wake use of the Utility Program whes Bank Street
Writer is runaing -- instead, you have to access it
while the sain program is loading by pushing the left
arrow key.

Personally, 1 don't like Bank Street MNriter,
especially the business of jueping Back and forth
between the Write amd Edit modes comstantly. [ canm
see, however, where it would be well-suited to
educational applications. The program is extensively
senu-driven and crash-proof. It coses with a lengthy
tutorial on the disk where the user 15 instructed in
the fundasentals of word processing, at least
according to Bank Street Writer. And the sanual for
the program is excellent,

(Brederband Softuzre, IT Pael Drive, San Kafazel, (@
S0, U5 RS -- contaips bwo copies of fhe
prograr disk)

WORD COmMMANDER
&G

Dne of the first things I try to do with a new word
processor s to  “bust it". Before anyone gets
hysterical, this mseans "make it screw up®. One of the
nice things about Mord Comsander &4 1s that it's easy
to access wany printer features like underlining and
boldface by wsing CONTROL with & single letter — for
exasple, U for Underline -- before and after the
section you want to chamge. S0 I threw im everything
but the kitchen sink, and Word Coasinder perforaed
without a soment’s hesitation -- even when mixzing
double-wide and normal print in justified colusns’

While there are sany aspects of Word Comsander like
this one which I like, including the ability to sove
the cursor all over the place, there are quite a few
which are disappointing, starting with the kmock-knock
noise while the program loade,

While there is full screen editing, the cursor is
in the “eternal imsert" msode, and there is no way to
correct words by typing over thes, The cursor color is
the same as the border, and while you are allowed a
wide range of choices, I found it difficelt to get
satisfactory color cosbinations.

DS comsands, aside from Save and Load, are limited
to Mew, Scratch and Directory, and §f you save a
progras under a file name which already exists, the
previous one 15 replaced without warning; which you
wdy nat want to do. File nases are lisited to 1@
characters. You can't merge a tile on disk with one in
seaory -— instead you have to “chain® thes together
while printing.

I wrote to the sanufacterer apout these probless,
and they seant me back a reply lat least give thea
points for customer support] saying that most of the
cosplaints were “design features®. To this, | cam only

{(Continued on page &)
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FOCUS ON ... ADVENTURE GAMES

—~— MASHUERADE -—-—
By MIKE BUCKLEY

After Bbeing abruptly introduced to the butt end of
your trusty .44 sagnum, Ivan Tupickesoff, notarious
hit mam, is taking a brief map on the tloor ot a cheap
hatel room. A quick search reveals, asmongst other
things, a rubber mask, a cryplic teleqram, and a small
setal bax with a buttos om it.

Elsewhere in the hotel, you discover 2 bosb that
ticks and a phone that rings. Following the advice of
the caller, you begin an adventure that takes you from
an exploding hotel to & zoa and to 4 theater, where
your detective career is likely to be curtailed in
mig-snoop by any one of an alarming wvariety of
methods,

This is "Nasguerade®™, an illustrated adventure gase
written a couple of years ago by Dale Johason for the
Rpple 11 and recently translated by Mike Clark and
Jokn O'Fallon for the Cossodore &4. There is nothing
innovative here. You enter wour cossands in the
classic one or two word forsat as you move froa place
to place seaMching taking, and dropping the things
you find.

The authors pay hosage to the original Adventure
qang, a cut-back version of which is in the club
library under the mase “ADVENTURE-84". There is a bird
in @ cage -- and there is @ snake -—— but the bird
doesn't look like a Worwegianm Dlue and whether or not
it will chase away the snake is wp to you fo
discover.

There are less than a hungred areas to investigate
but each has been brought to life through the graphic
talente of HRick Incrocci im @ series of cartoon
drawings that, while they add no inforsation, are
entertaining and well executed. The picture of
yourseld¥ in the washrooa mirror 15 particularly
coapl imentary,

However, "the clowest disk drive in the west® takes
tiee to load each picture so you might like to use the
TEIT mode when you're in fasiliar territory == or the
MIIED mode where you can toggle between TEXT and
PICTURE by pressing {RETURN} alone.

Of course you can SAYE GAME any time, an option ko
consider whenever you're far into the adwenture and
about to coatromt some new person, place, or Lhing.
You can becose deceased far too easily in
*Hasquerade®, after which everything 15 initialized,
50 it's handy to be able to RESTORE GAME and try
sowething less lethal. Up to seven gases may be saved
== on & separate disk -- but you'd better save thea
fron TEXT mode or the screen will go crazy and the
disk drive will angrily flash its red light at you,

Conceptually, "Masquerade® is in the sase general
mold as the Scott Adams Graphic Adventures — but

Suhlished by The Coasodore Cosputer Club, Box
25396, Vancouver, B.C. Y78 INl. Editor: Mike Quigiey

Copyright 1985 by the Cossodore Cosputer Club,
Material in this paper may not be reprinted for
prodit without written persission. Dpinions expressed
are those of the individual authers, and mot
necessarily those of The Commodore Cosputer Club. The
rane *Comsodore® is used with persission of Cossodore
Fusiness Machines of Canada Ltd.

Club meetings are normally held: Norkshopt first
Tuesday of the month, 7:8 p.m., Thospson Secondary
School cafeteria, 1735 E. 53th Awe. [near Wictoria
Prived; Lectore:

p.m, THESE DATES AND LOCATIONS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE,
ESFECIALLY DURIMG THE SUMMER -- SEE YHE SCHEDULE [
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on any changes, please call the club BES at Z71-1e@2

or the club's 24-hour answering machine:
PET—331L1 (738-33511)

Cluby Executive: Fresident -— Jism  Bauerle;
Vice=President -- Philip Seligwan; Secretary - Al
Townsend; Treasurer -- Wu Reizne; Directors --
Guenter Hake, Blen Warlewood, Helemn Hing, Doug
Johnson, Ellenor Jomsson, Murray  Kopit, Gary
Lee-Mova, Kem Moren, Dave Mormas, Larry Fhillips,
Eevin Fickell, Mike Buigley, Mick Shevchenks, Sig
Steiner, Marvin Steinway, Stewart Tait

-such as tokens for purchases, a

harder. Our testing teaam, after much effort
dead ends,

and many
achieved @ score of 120 out of a possible

. 200 before maving on to less frustrating pursuits. The

gase is rated “Class 5 (expert)® by Aserican Eagle who
will provide a map or a specific hint upon request
fand proof of purchasel.

{Americen Eagle Software, P.0.  Box
Liscelomond, 1L 68646 F.5.R. -- §I4.95)

L1 H
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—-— BELOW THE ROOT -—-
By LARRY PHILLIPS

Every once in a while a gase shows up that really
captures sy attention, The reasons for it are as
varied as the prograss themselves. In the cise of
Wyndhas Classics’ "Below the Root’, the reasons are
pany. The gase is well done in bokh conception and
execution, Based wpon Iylpha Heatley Sayder's 'Breen
Sky’ trilogy, it takes place in breen Sky, where you
my choose your character fros a cast of five. Each
chéracter has slightly different characteristics, but
any character may triusph if the player is careful to
act according to the strengths and weaknesses chosen.

Aiter choosing your player, wyou +ind yourself inm
the bedroom of your hose. Tou may pick up objects,
"shuba" for gliding
from place to place, and food. leaving your house and
piploring, you will #ind people to speak with, objects
to pick up or purchase; and a variety of saall animals
asong the tree branches of breen Sky. Hot everyone 1s

© friendly toward you, some being indifferent, greedy,

devious or famatical. It's up to you to develop your
pewers of the spirit in order to judge those wao of fer
you rest or sastenasce, In your travels, people will
give you hints in what to leok for in crder to §ind
Raaso, the Spirit God of breen Sky, who has been
kidnapped and hidden. Paying close attention to these
clues and making use of all objects found wWill
eventually lead you to the solution, When in & house,
you say only take an object that has been offered to
you, shich to sy sind is a good lesson to teach.

The play is sosewhat reminiscent of a 'fantasy role
playing gase’, but not quite. For one thing, you will
never hawe any need to fight with amyone, nor will you
be killed. The worst that can happen is that you will
fall into the water, be kidnzpped, or run out of food,
You will then find yourself back in your bed, with the
loss of & day in your quest, You have fifty days to
coeplete the game, asple time to have a 1ot of fun
whether or not you are successful in your guest.

Playability aside, the gase Ras extresely well done
graphics. as you sove from screen to screen, the sceae
changes rapidly, due to the programmable character
graphics wsed for all the scenery, The use of

COMPUTERMAN® '

TO COMMODORE EQUIPT. -
-64

prograsazhle characters is not as obvious as you might
expect, and must be seen to be appreciated. The player
and the people you meet are sprites, amd are well
aninated. Bdd to this the sound of the tootsteps of
your player and the susic that rewards you at certain
key points, and you have 2 gase that will capture your
isdgination, One small nice touch... as you ester the
houses of Green Bky, you will occasionally #ind an
eapty one with a variety of objects in it. This
puzzled se for a while, mtil 1 realized that they are
the houses of the other characters that may be chosen.
They, of course are not hose, and are probably out
questing like yourself.

Fast, pleasant and non=violent, it 15 truly a gase
for children of all ages. One young fellow [ kmow does
not seem to be particularly interested in winming, But
finds hours of enjoyeent in just exploring, seeting
pecple, and finding things to pick up.

Progras: Below the Reat

Publisher: Wyndham Classics

Price: H8-455 (shop around)

Raking: Excellent in all respects.

-— LUCIFER™S REALM ——
By DANE MEW

There are twa attitudes toward tantasy adventure
gases: some people consider them a waste of tiss, and
pthers think they are great, Lucifer's Feals holds no
interest to those who dislike the adventure as a
genre, but to others -- keep reading.

The basic presise of the game is you are sent ta
Hell. Finding & notice stating that the person who
stops Adolf Hitler from aoverthrowing Satan will be
released, you set out to do just that.

fis is the case with another game by Luecifer’s
authors Jyys and Kobyn Pearson -- Institute -- the
graphics done by Rick Incrocct are micellent; the
pictures are well-drawn and match the descriptions.
The descriptions theeseives, however, leave @ lob to
be desired. The parser is only ose-word [i.e., "open
chest,* “open door,* “open jgbrsn,* and “open” are all
the samel uniess the wverb “look® is used, in which
casa the parser is two-word. The vocabulary is not as
conplete as most adventure gases, the only words known
being the cnes used in the solution, and the room
descriptions and responses both are wery wnsstisfying.
In one exasple, it takes three moves to detersine that
there is & chain in the water which is visible tn the
first place.

The gase play is rather sisplistic, a5 one wrong

(Continued on page 7}
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PAPERCLIP TIPS

Sy BRUCE DUNM

Don’t forget that you can issue disk comminds fros
Paperclip fmanusl, page &.71, To "new® & disk press
CTRL » then type mb:disk name, id and press return.
Files can be scratched with CTRL » then sb:filemame,
If wyou bappen to have Paperclip renning, this is
considerably easier than the business of opening and
closing channel 15 to the disk drive. If the red light
on the disk drive flashes while you are using
Fagerclip, don’t despair. You can retrieve the disk
errof Bessage by typing CTRL ¢ (manmal, page b&.4),
Mote: distinguish between the *>® and the "(* above.

11111
Once you are working with a screen line length that
patches the printed line length, tabbing amd the
creation of colusis of data becose very easy. If you
gon't hawe enough space to put all the colusns you
need across the page aad you are working with a dat
matrix printer capable of cospressed print, learn how
to use the ®i{checksark)pt® cossand to call up 15 or 17
tharacters to the inch printing imanual, page 7.13).
bemini omwners please note: Gemini cospressed print is
17 characters per inch, However, to get this, use a
"pt13" cosaand, nat “pti?.
RN R
Pagerclip has the fantastically useful ability to
ad up @ colusn or row of nusbers. The next time you
are setting up an expense sheet or similar docusent,
pat the nuabers you will eventually need added in a
vertical columm using nuseric tabs (manual, page
.11, Thes "set® the colusn, using the cursor control
keys to highlight what you want added up (manual, page
12,1}, When the colusn is set, sove the cursor to
where you want the sum printed, and press CIRL =
(sanual, page 12.4), The sus will appear with its
decieal place in the position of the cersor. This
sounds harder tham it really is, and it sure beats
repetitively adding up the figures with a pocket
calculator ustil you get a consistent result.
11111
#s Paperclip prints out, 1t keeps a runaing total
of how sany words have been printed, and displays this
on the screen. [f youw want to quickly find out how
many words are in 2 docesent without printing 1%, ask
Faperclip to print out the cocusent starting at page
"#9" lor sose other very high nuster]. The progras
will zip through the text without printing it,
totaling wp words as it tries to work its way to page
9. Simce there 1s no page ¥9, you will not get any
printimg, but in a few seconds will know how such you
have written.
11111
It is a total pain te have to type out the
inforsation tor page tormatting each time you create a
docusent. To save repetitive typing, create a file

§ THE RASTER INTERRUPT§

It wis an urgent interrupt,

It could be one of three;
*Collision*, “raster", “CIA* —
the choice would "raster® be.

Every time a raster bean

Coaes down the TV set,

The Wic-chip knows it's tise to act:
h special flag is set.

Computer finds the flag that's set;
The others must reject,

It checks what’s in Oh-Three-Fourteen,
hnd jusps there indirect.

At indirect Oh-Three-Fourteen
Cemputer shouts like Lhis:
*Cellision, raster, ClA -
What interrupt is this?"

Computer peeks Dee-(h-One-Nine,
To see which flags are set;

fnd finds that only oae is set:
The raster flag is set!

Conputer reads the opcodes next --
And does just what they say:

Like changing sprite coordimates,
find barder ta light gray’

It uses opcode sixty=four,
{in decimal, to show

that using hexadecimal

it doet make "her Four-0h".)

This opcode nusbered hex Four-Oh,
Your mesdry sust sort.

"ReTurm from Interrupt®; it means;
RTI, for short.

called “forsak® which contains the torsatting

instructions that you most cossonly use. When starting

3 docusent, load "format® and the dirty work is done

for you. My version of “format® is as follows:
fchecksarkicn:file=

Ichecknark) 1ald: raf@:spZ:ppbhipg3d

{checkearkhhd2; =43,

This qives me a left margin of 18, a right sargin
of 78, doudle spacing, 3 total page lemgth of &b lines
{11 inches at & lines per inch, and 55 printed lines
o the page. The top and bottom sargins together total
11 lines (8&=33), with the distribution set by the way
| position the paper in the printer. °“hdZ2" and the
sysbols following it ogive autoeatic page nusbering
fpage 1 is labelled "-1-" at the top center etc.).
"[checknark)ca® gives a coasent line (similar to a REM
statement in BASIC), after "file=" type the name of
the document that you are creating.

1111

Paperclip can sort lines in alphabetical order.
Since & line can be set to be uvp to 250 characters
long wsing the CTRL Ishift) L comsand, this feature
can ke used to keep track ot references, the nases and
addresses of people, or whatever else you can 1magine
{sort of an el cheapo oata basel, As an example, siy
you want to keep an alphabetical list of people with
their home asdresses and phome nusbers. It all the
inforsation pertaining to one person is kept on one
screen line, then sorting the lines according to nase
also sorts the entire record. For a demonstration, do
the tollowing:

- 5et the line length to 163 colusns, with tabs at
48, B, 129, aad 163

=type in a pase, with the last name first,
followed by a comma and first nases

= hit the tab key irun/stop) to go to the tab at
colusn 48, and type the street address.

= hit the tab to go to colesn 89, and type the
city

- hit the tab to go to colusn 2, amd type the
phone puaber

-~ hit the tab to go to colusn 165, and press
return

= repeat the above operations for as sany nases as
you Wish, each tise starting the name at coluan 1, the
address at column 48, the city at column BB, and the
phome nusber al colusn 128

- sort the lines according to the alphabetical
order of the last names, uting the sort function
[manual, pages 14.1 and 14.2)

- print out the list using 2 paper line lengtn of
& lexasple left margin 1®, rignt wsargin 381, The
information that you hive placed on the screea line in
blocks of 48 characters using the tab tumction mow
appears a5 separate 49 coluss wide lines. The perpose
of the return sysbol out at coluan 183 15 to torce &
blank line to be printed out between records.

Cosputer uses RT1,

To qet back once again,

Te where the Vic-chip rudely claised:
*Interrupt again'®

The interrapt 15 done at last:
Cosputer sust retern;

To where Cosputer was before
The raster flag satd was terned.

Cosputer does, however, have
A few tricks up his are;

# flag must previously be set,
Before the chip does harm,

To do this complex-scunding feat
A osimple thing it done:

Conpster uses place called stack;
And finds it in pige one.

To prograssers who know their stuff,
Interrupts do tit.

Bat oaly if you use thes right;

your gase will be a hit,

The moral of the pallad ie:
That interrepts are great.
{just whether we exist or not
is mot in this cebate...}

The Devil (Johan Tharnton)

—— WDORD PROCESSING -—-——
{Continued from page 4)

say "too bad", since in Word Cossander &4 there are
the makings of a really first-class ward processor,

(NNE Nicro Software, P.0. Box I3I, WNarlbera, W
Wi, .50, $49.95)

TEXED

In its ads, TexED is described as a "powerful test
editor for docusent processing and progras design®
which allews you to ‘create, modify, and save cissette
data tiles and disk SEQuential files" and ‘“convert
program files to and from SEQuential files®. Among its
teatures are @ “line image editor using Sisple
comands®, “full screen editor {uses carsor control
keys)" and @ “print cosmand wmth indentation amg
sarging [which] swpports COMMODURE primters.”

Sounds pretty good, en? Well, 1 got the shock ot my
life when | received TexEd for review, The progras is
witten in BASIC' This seans that 1t’s slower than
walasses, | tried compiling it, which ieproved matters
slightly, but in doing =0 | found an error == an
ONEOTO 2 line which didn't exist!

To make things worse, the docusentation for the
progrim  is ueusually bad,  written in a style
resinicent of bibliographical footnotes, and full of
peculiar phraseology which the program’s author seess
to Bave invented to make life more cosplicated.
Consider the following: "R file is a bounded text
which is written on tape or disk® and "By default,
TexED uses the line-image editing sode. Line-image
comsands are instroctions to TexED which direct the
progras to carry out soee operation, swech as LOADing
soee file into a buffer.” Terrible! Terrible! And then
there are cossands like ®.+n addresses the nth line
after the current line", '.-n addresses the ath line
before the current line® and "$-n addresses the ath
line before the last line'. #s Charlie Brown would
say: "bood Grief!®

1 can"t see such use for TexEd except for soseone
who wants to study how 4 word processor sorks prior to
witing their own. At least it comees on 2 high gquality
Raxell disk.

{lesEd, APCAR, P.0. Box 83, Salime NI #BITE, D.5.A.
VIE 2% or C-&4 versions on dick or tape, 919.93)

(All word processing reviews Copyright 1985 by Mike
Buigley. Mo reprodection without prior persission.)

-— QU0 VvADlsS, COMMOLORE? ---—
{Continued from page 2)

soae 0f it is even integrated -- the cossunications
program will autodial nusbers stored in the address
progras. But can you save files crested on the word
processor onto 1541 diskettes and read the result on
your Cé4 wsing Faperclip? Cam you do the sase with the
built=in spreadsheet’s files and Multiplan? If sq,
then this may be a sore significant machine than the
128, especially if Coseodore decides to price it
against the Radio Shack 10®. Indeed, this was the sort
of machine that could have aade an ispact on the
market one year ago. Why buy a Radip Shack 189, them
hawve to buy its own drives and related peripherals,
whien you could buy the sase sort cf sachine amd plug
it into your existing drive and printer? But all this
is academic. | doust that the LCD is Ced-cospatible,
and | would be surprised if it was C128-coapatible.
Cosspdore hac chown that it just odoesn’t work that
Hay.

1 think we're in a period of comsolidation. ALl the
standards have been developed and it will be very
ditficult to introduce new machine architectures. IBM
did it with the PC-AT, but they gave you a sethod of
upgrading. Apple did 1t with Lisa and Macintosh, but
they sre complete departures from the [1 series. It
will be difficult for Cossodore to sove people from
Cé8"s to CI28'c and the related consusption required,
especially if I reflect the type of person who
generally buys Cb4"s in preference to PC's. Would you
sorap your 79 irequired), Co4 lrequired), and 1541
[optional) for an additional &4K and B% colusss, both
of which are unavailable in Ch4 mode? Maybe next year,
if software is plentiful and the price is below 386,
And  khis i5 @ rule to keep im mind: Mo satter how bad
the machine, there is always some price which is low
encugh to wake 1t attractive, How about $4%.%3 for the
Plus-47



- MAIL ORDER MONSTERS -
By JAMES LUNDIE

Mail Order Monsters is a new sesi-role playing
coabat gase by Electronic Arks.

The object is to sake your sonster trom scratch,
add any accessories you want and  then Rest it in
cosbat against either a cosputer- or player-controlled
opponent. You have a chaice at three different levels.
free trial, rental and tournasent. You must earn any
accessories in cowbat by beating the apponent in any
of the three sodes, cosbat, capture the flags or
battle against the horde, You can choose Lo have
either I, 3, 5 or 7 battles to be won before the end
of the set; and the sore battles, the sare points.

After you have finished eaking a suitable sanster,
you have the option of saving his for later, or
testing him in sortal cosbat. The coabat phase 12 like
Archon except for the large scale sap that you start
out on. On the sap are a nusber of urban detenders who
will attack all who come npear, which can be used to
your advantage by luring your opponent into one to
weaken hiw. Mhen you qo into cosbat mode the mp
enlarges to 4111 the entire screen like Archon but the
difference is that you cam scrall the screem and run
away if the need arises. The fighting is aleost
identical to Archon, in which you use the joystick te
maneuver your character and press the fire button to
attack with the weapon in hand.

There is an on-screen senu at all times in the
cosbat wmode im which you can change weapons, use
devices, pause and surrender. The graphics are nice
and colorful and the monster anisation iz well dome,
with good sound effects and sesic. The program is well
docusented amd comes with the new Comsodore fast load
bui it in. FPeople who liked the cosbat phase of Archoa,
and those who enjov sci-fi cosbat/role playing will
enjoy this gase. [ rate it a *B".

= DINDSAUR DIEG -
By MIKE GUIBLEY

Dincsaur Dig — subtitled *enlightening adventures
into the prebistoric age® - is an interesting
educational package for the Cosscdore &4, It consists
of two disks, a high-quality 1&-page booklet and a
“keyboard overlay®. This overlay, msade out of heary
vinyl, slips over the o4's keyboard and comtains the
names of 32 dincsawrs ranging from Allosaurus to
Tyrannosaurus and other intorsstion mecessary tor use

BITS °N PIECES

This is the last issue of the newsletter until
September, Our next one will coincide with the Pacific
Coast Computer Fair, at which the COC will again be 2
participant ... The club now has & new sailing
address, Box 2739, Vancouver V7B INW1. This address,
which 1s actually located in Richmond, will eventually
replace the old one in Mest Vancouver, which was
originally the mailing address of the Vancouver Pet
Users’ Group, the CCC's precursor ... Scheduled
relesse date in the stores for the C-128 cosputer is
now the end of June, according to Breg Harder, manager
of Conti Cosputers on Main. The soment 1t arrives in
town, we've been assured by another  Conba
representative, it will be displayed at a OCC workshop
meeting ... the newsletter is now bewng sent toa
large pusber of Comscdore user groups 1n Mestern
Canads, as well as to several sesbers who live out of
town, It 15 also betng sent to the HRidnignt bazette,
an independent publication put out by J:e Strases,
well-known Cosmodore authority whe contributes a
reqular  coluan  called Coasadore Clinic to Fun
sagazire, In a better to the editor, he comsented,
“Ihanks for sending your news to us -- it's quite well
done, ® ... There are & limited number of back 1ssues
available of older newsletters, though sany of them
are "s0ld out®, Watch for their appearance at one of
the wpcoming workshop meetings, and quickly grab the
aaes you don’t have -- after that, they’ll be gome
forever!

STILL MORE REVIEWS: GAMES & EDUCATIONAL

in the progras, thus making it easy to select options
and answers to guestions.

Both disks make use of high-res graphics as well as
tert, The first of them 15 an “electromic book® which
traces the history of dinosaurs, often relyimg on
aimation-like effecks.

The second contains five qames which cleverly use
the sase basic material. Dino Discovery displays facts
like the dinosaur's nise, size, weight, diet and tiee
period. Dimo Dig reveals these tacts one at a time,
challenging you to identify a particular beast. Dino
Flash shows a pictwre of a particular dinosaur or
reptile, and again asks for idemtification, allowing
uw to 15 guesses. Fact or Fable wants to know if two
different dimosaurs lived in the same tise period,
while Who's Biggest? challenges your skill at  knowing
which of three dinosaurs mas the heaviest.

Overall, this package is isaginatively designed and
educational in the ultisate sense of the word, But [
found it had a few probless.

What [ least liked was the redesigned alphabet
which ay kids tound herd to read -- the t4's built-in
one would have been quite sufficient. The progras also
was siow when loading in sisultaneous high-res screens
and waiting #or prospts. Using the Epyx Fastload made
things move sich guicker.

The keyboard overlay is towgh and flexidle, but
poes not Jook like ot would stand up to such abuse.

- Parental guidance may be necessary here. It doesn't

fit over the 84's functios keys, and whem 1 hit 2
fenction key in response to a “push any key® prospt,
the program crashed.

While it's possible to easily jusp frow one gane to
another on the second disk, it isn"t possible to go
directly from the first oisk to the second one.
Instead, you have to turn off the computer and start
from scratch, There 15 a key which is supposed to turn
off the sound, but it wserely turns off the music,
still allowing beep-like noises which act as prospts
to proceed to the next screen.

Finally, I thought the "history" disk would have 2
shorter span of use than the second, especially after
all its facts were absorbed.

5till, none of these probleas should detract froa
the fact that this is an exceptionally good package,
but ome which is perhaps better suited to use in an
educational setting than at home.

(CBS Software, One Fawcett Flace, Greeowich, CT
836, 0.5.8, FI7.95 V.5

- RACING DESTRUCTION SET -
By JARES LUNTIE

1§ you enjoy racing gases like Fitstop 11, you're
going ta love Racing Destruction Set by Electronic
Arts. It's two sides of action packed ariving that'll
keep vow playing for a long tiee. Even if wou aren't
particularly thrilled by driving games, it's a good
bet you'll still like this ane.

This progras uses C[omsodore-donaked fast  disk
routines to speed loading which is a nice feature. The
gane allms the player to control all aspects of the
riace, such as track, car type, number of laps, racing
or destruction wode, cosputer skill, course
difficulty, and more. There are nine different care to
choose from, and you can pick the Lires, engine size,
arsour thickness, and weapons.

One of the best features 15 the ability to change
the gravity ko one of 14 possible settings, ranging
fram the soon ko Jupiter. You can choose from-fitty
different tracts, sade of pavesent, dirt, and ice, or
i cosbinatice of all three. Most of the pre-sade
tracks are of famous tracks, such as Daytona and
Monaco. Yod can also build and sodify tracks anmy way
¥Ou WaAt -- jueps, ice, tight curves, Crossovers anc
more are all at your comeanc. You wom't get dored with
the same tracks all the time in this gime, and yau can
save your cars and cesktes tracks to disk.

The graphics are similar to Pitstop I1. as it wses
the saee split screen 1dea for the two players, you on
tog, the computer on the bottoe. The view of the track
and your cars s lavson-like, offering 3 3D
perspective. lhe coatrols are kept sieple: forward for
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gas, back for brakes, left and right turn the car,
while the fire button érops eines and oil slicks.

The maneal 1s short inine pages), to the point ang
well written. [t lets you start 2 race right away
without having to make a lot of choices. The whole
progras {5 user friendly with on-screen senis
throughout, all of them joystick controlled. dut of
seven peaple that have played it, all of thes enjoyed
it very moch, 1 give it an "A+"

AT e N P e ]
—— ADVENTURE GAMES -—-
(Continued +rom page 35)

sove results in either being killed or nothing at all.
There is no such thing s a false lead, as the only
way through is the right way.

Only diehard adventure game fans will truly enjoy
this program. 1t is a well-conceived idea, but the-
witing job 15 slapshod, and too hastily put together.
It is really too bad that the isaginations of these
pecple could not be affixed to bebter prograss.

It should be noted, by the way, that the disk
itsel§ has some unusual copy protection which makes it
tepossible to load with the mewer brown-colored 1341
drives, It seess to work on the older fom J drives,
many of which have a white outer casing.

(bmerican Eagle Software, P.0, Pox
Lincolowood, IL &8546 F.5.0. -- $39.93)

CCCBBS:
271-1082
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{B> Blocks Fres for Upload Disk
{C» Comapdore Club Info.
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<E» Enter a Massage
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{H} Help - Heprint Menu -
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COMPUTEREYES "

VIDEOQ ACQUISITION SYSTEM FOR COMMODORE® COMPUTERS

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION

COMPUTEREVES i the indumny™s Irs economecsl means of
CALIING reakweod amages on the Commadone’s b
Reotution deplay, COMPUTERE YES & an et Ui
o dewir Il Cofnedt] Betwien afry Sardlad] waitd

Sousie and the Comenodon:i Ler B0 Fom. A bhw image
Ca e D S unchi Dempls o ool

FEATURES

= Complete H-fles 50N n under i seconds

* Plugs it Lisey B0 Conreaior — o addtnnal caiing

® Linsque Mmaiir30an mode provedes neaisa grey-u0e mmage
= Full softeane sppor for wiers s o ievehy

& COMpieie doCumerEaon

& Cnpytal DTS A Labor warmanty

' Aovadalsie a5 3 SOMplETr SyAIET iNouding COMPUTEREYES
a Feghgquialiey BAW Camera, and catie

APPUcaTions  AVAILABLE FOR

L] mﬁcwu "FPL[-

* Spaful Medrerers HO

. Euumcs. Tﬂwm mesgeree AVALL ABLE:

e et Commodare Koals Soltware
 EiRanon Commadare Dooclle Software
FyTre— Commodore Flemtraw Softwars

Commpgare Frintahop Sollwane
Apple Doubde Hi-Res Solfwars

Read Any Good Minds Lately?

situwstion, or @ personal situation,
Pick up the Mind Prober today. And get a pisce
of somecne’s mind.

With the Mind Frober™,
new softwane program nm the Human .dge
that bets read people likeabook. And discover
things about them that most pecple wouldn't
drearn of telling you

All you di is answer a series of questions and

c.an It’s an in l.‘ﬂll'l.l¥~

agree or dissgmes witha hst daf_p:ﬁ.lues deseril

i, 4 specific person. In just a few minutes your Mlnd I mbEI

Personality SoftwareThat Lets You
il otarld g eo Lo Seefboﬂeﬂ.s

that’s a M

personal compater can show you their strengths,
weaknesses, sexual interests, and more,

Wou'll kneww what makes them tick. A
tremendous advantage in figuring
ol bovw (o get what you
want from someone. Any
one. In a business

VIDEOQ SOURCES

COMPUTEREYES rieelaes eandy’ 10 any source of Sandard
MNTSC o wekenal wiien. These wowsces nciude

& ke Tape Rngorciers
= Video Camirss
& Videdi
= T Reevsers wil vkio oy
= ey COMmpuieny
COMPLITEREYES Fud. & sancin phond (ack for the oo
[CRAE Wen R
MNowl Use Computereyes
with Kooba, Flexidraw & Doodle.

T amagees
WATE SR

Lommadeer + DB
o Apgie v Muowah

PRO-LINE

SOFTWARE

Tangs Exedisg Products m Dns

= Spasch Syndtealier. Foor Gomgutes can e

5y W s el el

* Wprd Rugogniien - Misbs Foer compoier

AR 3 i
* Volts Hip™ - A joteily oee musce’

et APDiEn ety

eI 1A oy pliy By Summing or
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INTERACTIVE LIGHT PEN/SOFTWARE [ 7 =
SYSTEM FOR YOUR COMMODORE 64 | i

Create Com Graphics —
You Can Usemt‘%rur\ﬂmp@:rk

FLEXIDRAW™ snables Commaodore 64
wilsirE b perfarm pancil and papaer
fasics wiilizing The speed and Tl
graphics capibilities of thadr computer.
#duilts and children can use FLEX|-
DAAW fo produce simpde Ines-hand
skatches snd delailed drawings
quickly and sasily without prior com=
[T

FLEXIDRAW FEATURES

O Light pan driven, on-Screan menud
wiih full audiodvideo fesdback
includes IFds baslianes:

hair . ., Grid

a Mﬁ'ﬂflhiﬂdshﬂlﬂgﬂhﬂz
Hem cholces

a Oomw.lw “Till apilr

O T saparste work screens

O Split scresn function

O Flip or rotats images

=] 1t dont atyhes in standasd o

B E-fllndldmu

O Thines ling widths
=] IE?H ey rnipulated usi
fPUT commands ™
o .i. meolmmwlld in pere-
ucing slectronic schematics .

Hﬂ'\ﬂlﬂmulﬂwﬂllﬂ I'ﬂllh
and sclentific eguations

O Full disk access from program

O Print denwings in two sites of ink
Eham side by side

O Prind in black snd white o ooloe

O Compatible with: Micron Tech-
nalogy's Micron Eye digitizing
CAMarE

O 90~y warranty on disk

O 2-year warrarty on light pen

PHA SE 4 DISTRIBUTORS INC
DEALERS CALL COLLECT (403) 252-0911
7157 FISHER ROAD S.E., CALGARY, ALBERTA, CANADA T2H OW4

WORD PRO 64

All opglicable features of the previsus
WordPro Series progroms

FLU%

Fully propertional  printieg. .with
tharacter ced word spacing copability;
muttiple disk drives...up fo four CBM,
MED, of Indus GT drives; over 400 lines
of text per file: four woy text
screlling, . .out to 160 colymns; alter-
nating heoders, foclers, poges ond
mergin offaats: selectoble double col-
wmn output; more thon 40 different
motric ond letter quality printers; on
DOPSibutter.. for when you push the
wrong key; outematic werd wrop.,for
easy proof neoding: occess fo oll
ovoiloble specicl charothers on your
printer;  Ssplay  of those  speciol
thorecters on the tcreen; booal ond
global options; 40-column  text
eniry... for less eyesirain: 160 colamn
grephic page display..for easy formet.
fing: guicmatic file nome storoge; easy
interfoce 10 SPELLPRO &4 for oubomatic
spell checking

VOICE MASTED

THE ULTIMATE HUAAN TO © UMF'\ UTER INTERFACE

R
% e
ENHANCEMENT PROGRAMS ON
THIS DISK INCLUDE: e
PEN PALETTE: - =

"5 Puaint and prind piclures uiing
T 14 Righ resciution cofor.

TRANSGRLAPH:
Temnama and receiva
graphics ¢reaied wis FLEX-
CIPLAYY Baturieem Bwnd oS-
liong vis modem

FOLLOW WE-

Light pan-driven version ol 3
POpABr Musies ool
BEGUBNCE QM.

i .n;uu
PUTUNE ITRE

Lisér's manusl

S TR
SPRITE EDITOR AND
ARIMATOR: {
Contruct and oo B
isplay spiites in normal of =
sxpandad moae.
e ' e
n’:‘;ﬂ pringed or %
This FLEXIDRAW i fr———
Light pan %" disk =——
Key oveclay

USER REQUIREMEMNTS:
Cammodore B4 or SXE4
Dimk diriv:

Commodare 1541 or MSD dual drrem
TV or monitor sustable for light

POy e

2 Bisnk 8%" Floppy Disks:

ASK YOUR DEALER
All these products are sold through
local personal compuler dealers. N
yours does not steck our products,
pleasa ask him 1o call us at.
{403) 252-0911



