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PRESSURE FROM THE BOSS?

Do you find the mtegrated software you are using isn’'t
doing all it claims — or is it just too complex?

Why not let CALC RESULT / WORD RESULT help you get
the results your boss is locoking for?

Word Result (the word processor) and Calc Result (the
financial spread sheet) have been created with true
integration — giving you the freedom to use each program
either separately or together. In today’s office, where
overlap and machine overload can become a big probl
Result and Word Result can help you take the strai
WORD RESULT features:—
® Eight European languages with true hyphenation ® Mail-mi
Automatic saving of your document whenever you stop typin
CALC RESULT features:—
® 64 X 254 X 32 pages ® Automatic locking of formulas ® Pie
charts, saved and printed ® Consolidate all your work with ea

Both CALC RESULT and WORD RESULT have easy to use corﬁ
help screens.

These are Just some of the features avallable in each program
. when you put them together

Why not send the coupon m TODAY and fi nd out wha-
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Providing software

solutions

Designed exclusively for busi-
ness, SoftShop is tagged ‘the
one-stop-shop for business’.

Ex-Commodorite Mark
Horne is heading the operation
with Bhavesh Patel — consi-
dered an expert in business
software — as operations man-
ager.

Softshop is an independent
company operating in selected
Ryman branches. As an official
dealer for Ashton-Tate, Com-
psoft, Digital Research, Psion,
Sage, and Pegasus and others,
SoftShop offers over 350 busi-
ness packages.

It also offers demonstrations,
consultancy, take-away de-
monstration packs, 24-hour
maintenance, leasing and com-
prehensive after sales services.

In addition to software Soft-
Shop also stocks hardware. It
does not push any particular
make of computer. (It is in-
teresting to note though that
SoftShop is a registered Com-
modore dealer).

There are currently four Soft-
Shops, all within London bran-
ches of Ryman. They are situ-
ated at:

15 Lower Regent Street. Tel:
01-839 2940

19-20 High Holborn. Tel: 01-
8310437

66 Tottenham Court Road. Tel:
01-6363110

24-27 Thayer Street. Tel: 01-
9352218

Why were Ryman chosen?
Horne says: ““We chose Ryman
for their innovative entrep-
reneurial  management and
business reputation.

“Also it is a natural supply
line in small and medium
businesses.” Since the installa-
tion of two test sites this spring,
SoftShop has proved to be a
successful concept.

Funded by, among others, 3i
Investors in Industry — the
world’s largest venture capital
company, Horne expects 1o
make profits in  excess of
£600,000 in the first year.

SoftShop has a strategy of low
fixed cost structure. There are
no overheads situated as the
shops are within Ryman — Soft-

Shop pays Ryman a percentage
of each sale. This is an agree-
ment which is said to suit both
companies well.

Another advantage for Soft-
Shop is the strong support being
received by the software houses
themselves.

Accounting for this initial
success, Horne says: "“We
supply the user with what he
wants. We can offer eight-hour
on-site servicing, on-line leas-
ing, and try and buy software.

“Customers can buy demon-
stration software and if they are
happy with the product they get
their money back — 60% do
buy.

“We plug, install and test
software for the customer and
only leave when it is up and
running.”’

Perch
Emulators
from Mator

Mator Limited, a well known
company in the PC compatible
data communications market,

has now released its Perch
range of  Communications
emulation software for the

Commodore PC.

Using this equipment en-
ables the PC to communicate
with ICL, IBM and Burroughs
mainframes.

Perch allows both batch and
interactive sessions to run con-
currently. It's  fully  menu-
driven, offers local or remote
connections and gives a choice
of line speeds.

Perch is available both for
floppy discs and in a different
form of transfer to hard disk.

Available  only  through
Mator, Perch costs £400 for a
one-off.

Contact:  Mator  Limited,
Kingsway  House, 134-140
Church Road, Have, Sussex

BN32DL. Tel:0273726464(7.
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You Can’t Knock It

Unlike a standard hard
disk subsystem the
BORSU 10+ drives are
virtually indestructible.
Visitors to the BORSU
stand atarecenttrade
show were amazed to see
disk cartridges hurled to
the floor and the drive
itself thumped, bumped
and eventurned upside-
down during a read write
operation!Interms of the
maintenance of data
integrity these acts of
apparentvandalism went
totally unnoticed by disks
and drives alike.

Safety First is the Key

With storage density of
24,000 bits per inch the
BORSU 10+drives need a
fairly extensive error cor-
rection scheme, and the
designers have responded
to this need — with a
vengeance. Although each
of the 306 tracks actually
contain 70 sectors, only
64 are released to the
user. Of the remaining 6
sectars one provides a
4096 bit parity check for
the rest of the track. The
other five sectors act as
substitutes should any of
the regular sectors become
unusable.

There are also an extra
4 tracks on each disk
which can be brought into
use if an entire tract should
prove defective. Now
that’s what | call data pro-
tection!

Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing

If your thinking on mass
storage systems is in a
rut, prepare to change
your views. Traditionally,
you buy a hard disk system
with 5, 10, 20 megabytes
of storage, as the case
may be, and what you see
is what you get. Now
BORSU have changed all
that.

Buy a BORSU 10+ dual
disk subsystem and you
start at 20 megabytes
(10 Mb per drive). For just

ADVERTISEMENT

£75, however, an extra

removable cartridge will
add a further 10 Mb ca-
pacity, ad infinitum.

The Disk that Cleans
Itself

The revolutionary BORSU
10+ ‘flying disk’ drive has
overcome one of the
biggest threats to the safe
storage of computer data
— the stray speck of dirt.
Firstly, the read/write
head is above the surface
of the disk —which means
that dirt will normally fall
off the head area before it
cando any damage. But
that’s only half the story.
Inthe BORSU 10+
system a major feature is

the constant airflow
between the disk and a
rigid metal plate aboveiit.
This constant draught,
flung out from the region
of the drive shaft, actually
cleanses the entire work
area with every revolution,
asortofvacuumcleanerin
reverse. And thisisn't just
acleveridea-itworks!

Running Rings Round
Tape

Whilst several companies
are putting their trust in
high-speed, multi-band
tapes as the best back-up
to a hard disk BORSU
knows different.

After several years of
exhaustive R&D the new
BORSU 10+ drives look
set to knock both tapes,
and possibly even hard
disks, clear out of the ring.
After all, what’s the point
of tying yourself to single
hard disk units when you
can get the same kind of
storage density (10 mega-
bytes per drive), faster
operations (under 5 sec-
onds spin-up time,

35 msecs access time),
and all the disk space you
could ever need on easily
exchangeable cartridges —
with none of the limitations
of a tape?

system

floppy disk

media

BURD!

(k)

@® Simple copy across
@ Both cartridges removable

® Operating systems supported
are PC-DOS, MS-DOS, CP/M-86

@ Robust, low-cost, cartridge protected

YOU CAN ACHIEVE 20 MEGABYTES
FROM YOUR MICRO
AGAIN AND AGAIN

@ High capacity storage —
20 Mbytes formatted

@ Access time equals Winchester Disk

® Ten times faster data transfer than

@ More reliable than floppy disk
@ Simple to service

EoEsUY
Data Systems

Division of Borsumy Wehry (UK) Ltd.

THE P.C.W. SHOW

195/197 WARDOUR STREET 2 QUEENS GARDENS
LONDON W1V 3FA
TEL: 01-734 2846/2961

SEE US AT g,

0

STAND 203

BRIGHTON
SUSSEX BN14AR
TEL: 0273-692577
TELEX: 877593




asmlecn DX 85

The lowest cost, most versatile high
speed Dot Matrix Printer yet.

You told us what you wanted
so we went ahead and did it.

Features include:

* Avutomatic paper loading % Epson

compatibility #* Range of languages

* Normal, condensed and double width

characters * Full graphics * Interchange-
able plug-in interfaces to suit all micros
* [IBM PC Compatible version # Com-
bined friction and adjustable pin feed
# Suitable for all commercial and busi-

ness applications * Can connect to

most computers #* Robust construction

* Latest technology * Ribbon cariridge
or spools.

Specification:
Speed: 120 cps, bi-directional, short line
seeking. Columns: 80 to 136, (at 17 cpi).
Matrix: 9 x 9. Character set: Full 96 ch ASCIF
with 11 language variants. Graphics: Uni-
directional, bit image. Forms _handling:
Forward/reverse with programmable line spacing.
spacing. Interfaces: Centronics parallel, RS 232 serial,
Commodore. Size: Width 370mm, Depth 280mm, Height
130mm, Weight 6kg.

Suitable for direct connection

to all leading PCs and Business micros using plug-in
interface cartridge.

2
ll COMMODORE

e

o

[
ll SINCLAIR

| msx

UK MANUFACTURED

] Someone had to do it... 3smizan drd

9 Fairacres Ind. Est., Dedworth Road, Windsor, Berks 5L4 4LE, England.
Tel: Windsor (07535) 54717/8. Telex: 838791,
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Caxton
announce
new
software

Caxton Software Ltd has recently
announced some new pieces of
software which will run on the
Commodore PC.

The first is 'Memory Shift’.
This is designed to allow you to
load different programs into
different areas in memory and
allow them to transfer data from
one to the other. It can handle up
to nine programs at once, as long
as there is sufficient memory and
in theory sounds extremely
useful.

The second program is called
‘Smart Path’. The real problem
with programs originally con-
verted to MSDOS is that they use
overlay files, meaning that all the
files must be in the correct
directory or the program will
crash or require much director
swapping. What Smart Path
does is to use the resident

:PATH: command to make these
overlay files search through all
the directories, hence saving
time.

Memory Shift is under £150

and Smart Path is under £60.

Contact: Caxton Software Ltd,
10-14 Bediord Square, Covent
Garden, London WC2 9HE. Tel:
071-379 6502.

From PET to PC

Using 3D’s interface, it is possible to transfer datafiles
from your old PET to Commodore’s new PCs

D Digital Design & De-

velopment  was  initially
approached for custom-builtin-
terfaces such as IEEE-488 ana-
log to digital and digital to
analog convertors and relay
control units for the early Com-
modore computers.

It comes as little surprise,
perhaps, that 3D are keeping
pace with Commodore’s pro-
duct advances in making avail-
able an interface which allows
one to transfer data from a PET
toaPC.

The existence of data built up
on your business’ computer
over the years plays not an
insignificantrole in the decision

to upgrade to a newer incom-

patible machine. If you are a
PET user, 3D's interface allows
vou to upgrade with ease.

It looks likely tht the interface
will allow conversion of not
only basic data, but pre-
formatted word processing and
spreadsheet data. This could
prove invaluable to businesses
that store forecasts on their
current PET and are not willing
to sacrifice previous work pure-
Iy for upgrade purposes.

Available at £220 plus VAT,
3D's IEEE-RS232C interface en-
ables you to transfer files from
8032/8296 to the Commodore
PC or any other IBM compati-

bles and vice versa. Features
include:

A 2K buffer which leaves one
computer free whilst the other
can be carrying on with some-
thing else.

DTR, CTS plus X-on/X-off.

A very useful function is the
programmable baud rate
which allows you to choose
speeds varying from 50 to
19200 cpa. 1t also formats data
and  successfully converts
code.

Contact: 3D Digital Design and
Development, 18/19 Warren
Street, London WI1P 5DB. Tel:
01-387 7388.

IBM ‘deny’
mythical
newPC

Last month’s unheard of state-
ment from IBM denying that
they were planning to release a
new PC (nicknamed unex-
citingly the PC-2) has done very
little to slow the gossip.

Seen by most in the industry
as no more than an attempt to
revive the dwindling market in
IBM PC’s, even IBM have not
managed to convince people
that the now four-year-old PC is
not in for an update shortly,
especially with the problems
caused by the PC-AT.

Telewriterto
be available
for

Commodore
PC's

Kyle-Price and Whitehead, a
Guernsey-based software group
is at the moment converting its
well reviewed TeleWriter for the
Commodore and other PC com-
patibles.

Designed to be a first, Tele-
Writer is an on-line word proces-
sor. What it does especially well
is to allow you to create a neat
and well written document and
then transmit it.

It also turns your computer
into a terminal capable of com-
municating with other compu-
ters, either down the phone,
using an acoustic coupler or
maodem, or directly using the
RS5232 port.

Perhaps the best function is
that it allows you to load letters
which were waiting for you on
Telecom Gold into TeleWriter,
and then edit them and print
them to your satisfaction.

Although not priced vet, Tele-
Writer is likely to be good value
for money, and we will be
reviewing it in more detail in the
next Business Magazine.

Contact: Bristol Software Fac-
tory, Thornton House, Rich-
mond Hill, Clifton, Bristo! B58
TAT. Tel:0272 735022.
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Bessey Speaks QutOn

In the words of general manager
Nick Bessey, ‘“The awareness of
Commodore as a business supplier
has been limited”’. Here he tells CCI

how he intends to reinstate

Commodore in the business market

i e started the business system
Wmarket, perhaps with the help of
Apple,” says Bessey.

“The gap in our business systems
strategy has been a product gap in 1983/
84, during which time IBM took a domi-
nant position.

“With the launch of the PC10 and 20,
and the emergence of the Amiga, the
situationis changing.” :

Joining Commodore after 12 years with
IBM, Bessey is well-suited to head Com-
modore’s attack on the business front.

“It is a very competitive market,” says
Bessey. I recognise the size of that
challenge.”

One of his first tasks on joining the
company was to establish a strong team of
professionals with business expertise.

Bessey says: “I now have a team of 20
people, all with a strong PC business
background. That has built up the level of
expertise here at Corby.”’

An advertising promotion was also
undertaken 10 increase awareness in the
business sector. Commodore placed

““Good product, good
prices and good
distribution”

adverts in the national press emphasising
price and performance of the PC's. Bessey
says: ““The promotion we did was express-
ly a short term way of advertising the
Commodore image. It was not strongly
response based. Though we did receive
thousands of enquiries.”

Commodore is quickly building up an
efficient dealer network taking into consid-
eration geographical location and quality
dealership.

In addition to wanting only the best
dealers, Commodore is also concerned
with making the dealers comfortable with
Commodore.

“We are offering the dealers a good
product, good prices and unique distribu-
tion,” says Bessey.

Commodore is also assisting its PC
distributors in promoting awareness for the
PC10and 20.

““All the distributors have had the oppor-
tunity to hold open days,” says Bessey.
“Qur distributor in Ireland, Tomorrow’s

World, have run television advertising.
Most of these marketing activities have
been funded by Commodore.”’

In the UK there is a strategy towards
Commodore Business Centres. The differ-
ence is that Commodore dealers buy from
distributors, whereas business centres buy
direct from Commodore. There are 45
Commodore Business Centres in the UK at
present.

The machine that will steal the limelight
atthe beginning of 1986 is the much-talked
about Amiga.

Bessey says: “The really big driving
force behind the Amiga is its ability to do
what can’t already be done on PCs.

The Amiga is setfor a January launch.

“When | arrived at Commodore in April,
the plan was to announce the Amiga in
February,” says Bessey. "I could
announce it this November, but it is not a
good time of the year to come out with a
new product.”

““Amiga will get
approval based
on MSDOS
compatability”’

Another advantage in waiting until Janu-
ary is that a large range of Amiga softwware
will be available.

Business

“The Amiga will get approval based on
MSDOS  compatability,” says Bessey.
“The pre-requisites being compatability
with other MSDOS PCs.

“Why Amiga MSDOS,” he continues.
“There will be a lot of attractive business
software using this approach with the
advantage of compatability.”

Bessey says that a number of software
houses in the UK are preparing unique
Amiga product.

"Having software developed by outside
companies is the only way to guarantee
sufficient quantity of software,” says
Bessey.

“We have deals with a large number of
software houses and we are in uniguely
good shape to ensure quality control,” he
continues.

“We get involved in terms of reference,
and more importantly we are involved in
the product. On top of that we have 30
people who evaluate software products.”

Developing software on the Amiga is a
comprehensive process and Commodore
are contacted almost on-a daily basis.

Bessey says: By January we expect to
have quite a number of entirely new
software offerings taken from the US and
also developed by UK software houses.”

Commodore is demonstrating its faith in

‘“We will take
20% of the
business market
sector’’

the Amiga with Bessey’s claim that it will
take 20% of the business market sector.

He says: “If we take the 1986/87
financial year starting July 1986, this is the
year we expect to have 20% of the
market.”

Enquiries as to what machines we can
expect from Commodore in the future are
met by an exasperated look from Bessey.

He says: “We will have released the
PC10 and 20 and the Amiga within twelve
months and we have built a strong team
with expertise in business marketing.

“Also we will have established a strong
dealer network and will set a standard in
service to the dealer — that's enough for the
first twelve months!”

-}
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ust imagine the following scenario. Someone makes a
mistake, power fluctuates, your hard disk crashes or the
software fails. And the MD has just phoned for a print-out.

The result, heaven forbid, is all that vital information lost
forever.

To protect you against such an eventuality, Irwin have
developed fail-safe backup to copy vour data

The Irwin internal 110, 125 and external 310, 325 tape
streamers.
For complete peace of mind with a big byte.

Take the Irwin 110 for example. A 51/ inch half hetght with
10 megabytes of formatted capacity in a DC-1000 cartridge.

Or the little Irwin 125. Another half height with a large
20 megabvte appetite for the IBM-AT.

Both are compatible with most leading PC’s and are easy to
integrate, They simply daisy chain onte your existing floppy
controller.

Just add a simple software driver and an applications
program for file transfer and you're all set to go.

They are both remarkably rugged and reliable and offer
media interchangeability.

They also happen to be the smallest tape streamers on the
market.

Finally, the Irwin 310 and 325 tape streamers.

Designed as the perfect companions to the IBM PC, XT and
compatibles and also the PC-AT, these stand-alone units hold
10 or 20 megabytes of data.

Thevy are fast, small and compact and have many times the
storage capacity of floppy disks.

You'll find that all Irwin tape streamers give you a unique
combination of toughness, low price and high dependability.

Ring us on Ascot {0990) 28921 for the name of your
nearest dealer. Then you can rest safe in the knowledge that
vour irreplaceable data is protected by the best backup
there is.

Irwin tape streamers.
Just in case the impossible happens.

s = — == 5KingSRide Fark,
== = : Ascot, Berks. SL5 8BP
= = 0990289

— Telex: 846303 DD LTD G,
THE NEW FORCE IN DISTRIBUTION




The daunting task of choosing a
business system becomes far more
enjoyable when you consider the new
Commodore PC’s pedigree:

Made by the first micro-computer
company to achieve a £1 billion turnover.

Follows on from the PET:
not only the UK’s first, but also its most
successful micro-computer.

Genuinely IBM® PC compatible,
so you gain the full benefit of the latest

and best software, and can handle all
your business needs including database,
spreadsheets and wordprocessing.

Full 12 months Warranty and
Commodore’s PC Cover Plus to extend it.

The basic specifications include
dual 5%" floppy disk drive, (hard
disk version will also be available), 256K
RAM, interfaces, a 16 bit processor, and
the big 12 inch screen.

The price, considering this kind




At last, the business PC
n welcome llke anold frlend

of pedigree is quite outstanding: £1,675.

Any of the other major
comparable PC's will cost you, atthe very
least, 10% more.

Finally there’s a tailored leasing
package and all the top-class training and
service backup you'd expect.

Youre welcome to come and
see a demonstration at your local
Commodore dealer. Full details are on PC
Hotline telephone: 0536 205252.

For further details send this coupon to the
Commodore Information Centre, 1 Hunters Road,
‘Weldon, Corby, Northampton NN17 1QX.

Please send me tull details of the new
Commodore PC, and the address of my nearest dealer.

NAME
COMPANY

ADDRESS




The New

MT 85/86 printers

areas quietasa...

I ake a listen to the new M'T85 and
MT86 serial matrix printers.

They’re amazingly quiet. Which makes
their performance definitely something
toshoutabout.

The MT85 is a compact 80 column
printer, while the MT86 offersa full 136
columnwidth. Both printhigh speed

draftoutputat 180 cps. And high quality

correspondence at 45 cpsin various
typestyles. Then there’scompressed,
expanded and bold print for even more
variety. And of course graphics.
Flexibility doesn't stop there either.
Both printers take continuous fan fold
and single sheet stationery in their stride.
And they’re totally hardware andsoft-
ware com patible via plug-in interface

Commodore PC-10 compatible

modules with most popular micros.
The new MT85 and MT86 from
Mannesmann Tally. Europe’s leading
matrix printer manufacturer.
The quiet revolution in print.
Contact us now for our literature pack.

MANNESMANN
TALLY

MANNESMANN TALLY LIMITED, MOLLY MILLARS LANE, WOKINGHAM, BERKSHIRE, RG11 2QT TELEPHONE (0734) 788711

Commodore and PC-10 are registered trademarks of Commodore Business Machines
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How to buy your PC

How the service works

1. Factoring

@ The distributor or dealer can draw from
Boston Financial up to 80% cash im-
mediately against invoices raised. The
balance of 20%, less charges, is avail-
able when Boston have collected the
debt due from the customer.

@ Boston operate the sales ledger on your
behalf and will provide credit informa-
tion on your customers and a profes-
sional credit collection service on your
sales ledger keeping you constantly
informed and up to date.

@ Boston will statement your customers
on your behalf saving you time and
expense which can be used to develop
yoursales.

@ Boston have agreed to consider com-
panies for Factoring with turnovers in
excess of £500,000 per annum.

2. Confidential Receivables

Financing

@ The distributor or dealer can draw from
Boston Financial up to 75% cash im-
mediately against invoices raised. The
balance of 25%, less charges, is avail-
able when you have collected the debt
due from your customer.

FINANCIAL SERVICES PACKAGE

® You continue to operate your sales
ledger just as you do now. The Finance
available under this scheme is therefore
confidential to your customers.

@ Boston Financial have agreed to consid-
er applications from Commodore distri-
butors and dealers for this scheme with
annual turnovers in excess of £1.5m.

3. Stock Financing

@ Boston Financial will consider applica-

tions for stock financing. The funding is
available on designated showroom/
warehouse Commodore stock, The
amount available will therefore differ
with each individual application but
could be up to 50% of the cost value.

@ This arrangement is only for companies
applying for the Factoring or Confiden-
tial Receivables Financing arrange-
ments.

COMMODORE

United Financial Services are a predomi-
nantly computer leasing company with a
stong link with IBM. It was therefore a
natural progression to lease other compu-
ters such asthe PC10.

Managing director, Sam Geneen, ex-
plains the Commodore Lease Pack: ““What
we are offering dealers is tailor made
leasing schemes for customers. Commod-
ore discussed it with us and told us the
requirements of the user.

We are offering financing for hardware
and software over a period of time,
therefore spreading the cost and paying on
a monthly basis. This is generally over
three years, although we would consider
up to five years.

LEASE PACK

There are two options — Lease Hire and
Lease Purchase. Lease Purchase is becom-
ing more popular as leasing rates come
closerto lease purchase rates,

The advantages of leasing are:

1 Spreads costs and repayments over a
period of time.

2 The customer pays a fixed amount over
aperiod of time.

3 Companies may not have the budget to
purchase, but they may have a certain
amount to spend each month.

4 Offers small business users an additional
creditline, without affecting bank credit.

We feel that the Commodore PC is going
to do well. It's priced correctly and
Commodore has a good following.”

Where to buy your

To find your nearest dealer, phone one of the distributors
listed below.

021-643 4419

Lancs. 0706 217744

020226535

NN16 8XG.

STC, Edinburgh Way, Harlow, Essex, SM20 2DE. 0279 26811

PC

Westwood, 116-118, Tennant St., Five Ways, Birmingham, B15 1EY.
P&PMicros, Todd Hall Road, Carrs Industrial Est.,Haflingden, Ruffendale,
Norbain Micros, 14-16 Boutton Rd., Reading, Berkshire, RG2 OLT. 0734 752201

Northamber Plc., Unit B3,4,5, Chessington Park Industrial Est., Lion Park Ave.,
Chessington, Surrey, KT9 1ST. 391 2066

Hugh Symons Distribution, 5 Holdenhurst Road, Bournemouth, BH8 8EH,

Micro Systems, Brikat House, 35-41 Montagu St., Kettering, N. Hants,
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oday’s business buzz-word in the in-

formation technology sector must be
communications. Tired of using their com-
puters purely for data processing and
number crunching. Businessmen are
seeing real possibilities in the ever expand-
ing world of modems, baud rates and
downloading.

Commodore’s PC, and all other MSDOS
machines are well provided for when it
comes to modems, and, as with almost
anything in the computer market, you can
pay as much or as little as you want.

The minimum requirements to get your-
self ‘on-line’ are as follows:—

A 300/300 baud modem or acoustic
coupler.

ARS232 (orsimilar) portand cable.

Some communications software.
Atelephone orjack socket.

Modems for PCs

As | said, these are all minimums with
which you can access almost all the
important on-line mainframes or Bulletin
Boards. To get the most from your compu-
ter and to save time, an auto-dial modem
would be a justifiable extra. The two most
commonly used baud rates are 1200
receive/75 transmit and 300/300. Both
these transmit speeds are reliable and do
not try to get too much out of the phone
line: Therefore you are unlikely to lose
large amounts of data through line noise.

In my view a modem is far maore
preferable to an acoustic modem, unless
you will be using a portable computer and
therefore need something truly transport-
able. One modem which seems to be
popular amongst PC users is Tandata's
Tm512, a high quality modem with auto-
dial and answer and a variety of software
packages available to match vour needs. (I
will be writing a full review of this product
in the next Business Magazine.)

The two most popular reasons for pur-

through

ommunications:
getting the message

There is more to computers than data-processing and
number-crunching. We tell you how to benefit in the

expanding computer world of communications

chasing a modem are Prestel and Telecom
Gold. Both of these are inexpensive ways
of accessing large amounts of general data
such as, in Prestel’s case, flight arrival
times, weather forecasts and entertain-
ments guides. Although these are useful
facilities they are not ones which show the
enormous capabilities of the computer-
phone link. One thing Prestel is very good
for, however, is learning the format of
general Bulletin Boards and outside data-
bases. Operating almost throughout on
menus, they are simple but the mare you
practice the more time is saved when
logging on purely to find one piece of
information.

Mailbox Services

Telecom Gold has developed in-a
different direction to Prestel, and has
become widely known as the biggest
Mailbox service in England, and being
truly international it is just as simple to send
a message from Melbourne to Edinburgh as
it is to send one from north to south
London.

For anyone who has never used a
mailbox system before, what it basically
does is store any messages in a mainframe
wherever the link is, and when the person
to whom you sent the message to logs on, it
is displayed on his screen and he is free to
read it at his leisure.

This may sound no different from the
system on which Telex is based, but the
messages are more personal (and the
spellings better!) and for the security
minded amongst us this is an important
consideration.

There are other Mailbox bases available,
such as Istel and One-to-One, both of
which operate in a similar fashion. The
best thing to do is examine each and see
which suits you best. For companies, the
most practical is to set up their own, thus
saving money on charges and being able to
have itdesigned to personal specifications.

Information retrieval

Perhaps the most useful on-line facility
apart from Mailbox is information retriev-
al. Using bases such as Datasolve you can
access almost any information on anything
you want. One such example of this is the
“World Reporter’. What this does is allows
you to search through the files to read
articles from any of the papers and maga-
zines it has stored in memory. Taking
‘World Reporter’ as an example, it has
thousands of articles stored from journals
such as the Financial Times, the Guardian,
the Washington Post, Associated Press and
many others.

To read a specific article you just tell it to
search for a specific word and it will then
display all the articles with that word in, as
a list, you can then narrow the list down
with a more specific word, and so on until
you find the relevant article. Having found
the article you can then either download it
into your computer or, more practically,
dump it to their lazer printer. They will
then post it that day and, post willing, you
will recieve itin the morning.

Not an executive toy!

Facilities like these however do not come
cheap, and at £1.00 per minute it is
unlikely to be justifiable as an executive
toy!

The last item of real interest | am going to
talk about is British Telecom’s PSS (Packet
SwitchStream). The real advantage of this
is that computers running at different
speeds can communicate, as all the data is
sent in ‘Packets’ rather than true transmis-
sion.

If you are interested in this subject as a
consumer, | would recommend reading
the ‘Communications Management Year-
book 1985’ published by EMAP at £34.95.
Although expensive it is both interesting
and technically accurate, and we will be
reviewing it soon. FK
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Atyour command, Pegasus will record sales.
Issue invoices. Update your stocks. Process your
payroll. Perform,infact, any one of the thousand
functions that today’s complex business
accounting demands.

All with perfect accuracy. And at a speed
you won't believe until you see it.

Yet for all its pace, Pegasus puts you in
control. It processes information only at the rate
you want. Prompts you politely through every
step in its impeccable accounting routines. And
without complicated codes. . . just simple, direct
English.

With the versatile eight-module Pegasus
system* you can start small, and grow. Begin
with Sales Ledger, for example. Then
build on it module by module to
match your needs.

It's not difficult to see why 14,000~
odd organisations large and small

We haven' re-invented it.

Simply programmed it to turn your accounts around
faster than you could possibly imagine.

There's nothing fancy about Pegasus Busi-
ness Accounting...except its revolutionary
speed. Harness Pegasus to your computer and
watch.

This is business software that brings a new
speed and sensitivity to the classic accounting
problems. See it in action at your Pegasus
Approved Dealer now (they are spread nation-
wide). Simply clip the coupon to discover the
nearest. And be prepared for a revolution.

- *The Eight-Module System: Sales, Purchase,
Nominal, Invoicing/Sales Order Processing,
Stock Control, Job Costing,

Payroll, Bill of Materials. v,

All feature their own =
unique Report
Generator.

Pegasus Software Ltd., Freepost,
Brikat House, Montagu Street,

Kettering, Northamptonshire NN16 8XG
Tel: 05365522822 Telex: 341297 BRIKAT G.

I would like to see Pegasus Software in action. Please send me further
information and tell me where I can see the system in operation.

Title

Name.
(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE)
I Company.

\ Tel: Telex:

I
I
I
I
Address. I
I
I
I
I
I

Type of business:

have purchased approaching 40,000 pEG ASUS  Ourpresent microcomputer s |
mOdUl@S alread We don't own a computer [
y- SOFTWARE No time to fill in the coupon? Just attach your business card. I

A subsidiary of Brikat Group plc

CLIP THE COUPON AND START COUNTING FAST —— — — — — =]
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TOP 10 BUSINESS

The list of the best-selling business packages for IBM PCs
and compatibles compiled by SoftShop.
It should be noted that several packages are sold dlrect to dealers by the
manufacturers; no account of these is included.
Also note that Multimate International has recently been purchased by

Ashton-Tate.

PRODUCT COMPANY

1 Multimate - Word processing system Multimate International
2 Supercalc 3 release 2 — Spreadsheet Sorcim/IUS

3 Wordstar 2000 — Word processing system Micropro International
4 Crosstalk XVI Terminal emulator + communications Microstuf

5 dBase 3 - Database manager Ashton-Tate

6 Wordstar Professional —Word processing system Micropro International
7 Xchange - Integrated package Psion

8 Framework - Integrated package Ashton Tate

9 Cardbox Plus - Database manager Business Simulations

10 Lotus 1-2-3 - Spreadsheet

Lotus Development

SELLING WELL
Microsoft Mouse
Flight Simulator
Gem Desktop
Super Project
384K Multi Function Board
Sage Accounts

Microsoft
Microsoft
Sorcim/IUS
Hardware Ltd
Sagesoft

Digital Research
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Seikosha. Advanced business printers
for every size of business.

hether you're in business in a small way or

running a vast Multinational, you need the most
advanced, reliable, high performance printer you can
buy.

And that means Seikosha.

Because Seikosha produce a range of up-to-the-
minute printers to suit everyone, from the smallest to
the largest volume business user.

What all Seikosha printers share in common how-
ever, is an unbeatable combination of high speeds,
superb quality printing (including NLQ), low noise
levels and the most advanced multi-function features
you'll find today.

Of course this is no more than you would expect
from the “House of Seiko”.
Take the BP 5420 for example.

Fast, quiet and designed for heavy duty use, it
combines high speed quality print at 420 cps (draft)
and 104 cps (NLQ) with an 18K buffer. For ease of
operation all user controls, plus the selector switch

for the 8 built-in fonts, are located on the front panel
of the printer. Parallel and serial interfaces are
standard.

Then, exclusively for the IBM PC and compatibles
are the BP 54201 and BP 5200L

The BP 54201 combines most of the features of the
BP 5420 printer with all IBM characters, symbols and
graphics as standard. The BP 52001 operates at 206
cps (draft) and 103 ¢ps (NLQ) and represents one of
the best value printers of its kind on the market.

Finally, the compact SP NLQ printer series meets
the needs of smaller businesses.

Available from all leading computer dealers.
Distributed exclusively by DDL. For details of your
nearest stockists contact:

== 5Kings Ride Park,
Ascot, Berks.SL5 8BP

= Tel: 0990 28921

Telex: 846303 DDLTD G.

THE NEW FORCE IN DISTRIBUTION

e p—




ard on the heels of the PC10,
H Commodore has taken another step

to re-establish itself as a leader of
the business market by introducing a hard
disk version, the PC20.

As we noted in our first impressions (see
Commodore Business Magazine July
1985), the PC20 is an IBM XT clone aimed
at the business user with a substantial
amount of data to control.

Outwardly, the only difference between
the PC20 and the 10 is the former's
blanking panel where the lower drive
aperture appears on the PC10. Inside it has
one 360 KB floppy drive and a T0MB
Winchester disk. (for other specifications
see box).

The PC20 is undoubtedly agreeably
designed with an attractive cream and grey
colour scheme. It gives a well engineered
feel and is clearly built to last. It would add
to the decoration as well as the efficiency
of any office.

The instructions are clear and simple to
follow; the setting up is easy and going
through the prompts for date and time
quick and smoath.

The monitor impressed us greatly. s it
the highest quality screen around? We
certainly felt that its crisp green lettering
was the best we have viewed. Eye comfort
is an important point with the likelihood of
someone, possibly you, spending long
hours staring at it.

Nearly all the remarks we made on the
PC10 equally apply to the PC20. Of course
the hard disk version gives greatly superior
storage capacity.

The only thing you have to do is partition
the disk. When we first ran the PC20, we
did not have the manual (are engineers
faster than writers?). Commodore was very
helpful to us; the level of useful support
was high. No doubt as a user, your dealer
would supply this function — all the more
reason for considering Commodore PC’s as
the dealer network has been carefully
checked out.

Commeodore is promising a T4-inch
medium resolution RCB colour moenitor to
be sold with Commodore’s own colour
control. Atthe presentyou can use a colour
card and one of the IBM compatible colour
monitors  (around  £450). The PC20
keyboard is well laid out and has useful
illuminated caps and numeric lock keys,
allowing full use of the business designed
numeric keypad. All the keys are sculp-
tured and have a very positive and agree-
able feel to them. Very pleasantto use.

Conclusion

The PC20 does not claim to be at the
leading edge of technology. But for buyers
that is often called ‘the bleeding edge’ and
best to be avoided. It has what is probably
more important — the national support and
international reputation of Commodore
behind it. And it also has the vital reassur-
ance that it is fully IBM compatible at the
hardware and software levels. Qverall, we

were very impressed. Every aspect of the
machine is business-like and sensible.
There is litile to complain of and at the
economical price (£2795.00 plus VAT), it
offers excellent value, above all for the
smaller business or professional organiza-
tion. We would recommend before you
buy a PC you speak to a Commodore
dealer and check it out yourself.
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We chose to test out the Pegasus
packages on the PC 20 because they
are some of the most widely bought by PC
users and they offer a range very suitable to
the smaller business environment. They
are Sales Ledger; Purchase Ledger; Nomin-
al Ledger; Sales Invoicing; Job Costing;
Stock; Bill of Materials and Payroll, This
test covers Sales Ledger and Sales lnvoic-
ing (see subsequent issues of Commodore
Business Magazine for the other packages).

When buying Pegasus packages — and
this applies to much other business soft-
ware oo ~ you should realise that it is not
just a ‘get it, shove it in and off you go’
situation. You almost certainly will need
advice, help and guidance from your
dealer, accountant or some other reliable

Two points: first, it contains a generous
sprinkling of useful illustrations — which
you will actually see on the screen and |
second, the helpful use of highlighting in
the text of matters that require decision or
action. For example “set this option to
‘ves',”” followed by an explanation of the
consequences of the action. Very useful,

The same format is followed throughout
the manual’s various sections. Two small
caveats: it would be useful, where pack-
ages need to be integrated, for there to be a
table which set out the available options in
each of the packages, to allow you to
appreciate the total system before ever
putting fingers on the keyboard; and what
is lacking is a pre-printed form for the
recording of responses to questions in the
respective parameter files, (we wrote our
notes down the margins of the manual.
Very untidy, we admit).

Starting Up
The whole system is menu-driven with a
number of levels.
1. Main Application
2. Individual Aspects
3. Taking you tothe individual program.

Upand Running

—Software Tes

source. You may even choose formal
training {see article in this issue).

This is important because mistakes can
be very costly. Failing to understand the
system could well lead you into problems
at a later stage. For example, understand-
ing the ‘code’ in the Sales Ledger with
regard to discounting in the Sales Invoic-
ing. There are, indeed, a number of areas
where you can save yourself the time and
inconvenience of having to go back and do
something over if you ensure you under-
stand the system well before putting it into
full use.

What You Get

THE MANUAL. The Manual is a solid
attractively presented document, divided
into self contained sections for each of the
packages.

1E PC20

It was all very quick and easy to operate.
Information appears at both top and bot-
tom of the screen telling you where you are
and what you need to do.

Sales Ledger

The information you need to tell the
Sales Ledger for each customer is a
maximum four character code, name and
address, credit limit, 2 digit analysis code
{salesman territory etc). and open item or
balance forward system (ask your accoun-
tant if you don’t know what that is!) Three
points to note:

1. There is an 18 character comment box
(for customer personal details, contact
person etc,). We should like to bhave
seen contact name and phone number
as separate items.

2. Name and address is really statement
name and address. There is no apparent
facility for a different invoice address
{for branch accounting).

3. The prompts are boxed, very clearly
presented and easy 1o move around.

By the way, the Sales Ledger has an
interestingly sophisticated analysis code
structure which incorporates the 2 digit
code in the customer name and address set
up plus an additional 4 character code for
identifying individual transactions. The

o=
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: it's compatibl

A;amcat Apple, Commodore and Digital. - @ Copies 1 DMb in 3 mtnutes depEndBnt 0"

_ - _ 'host]
The Alpha 10 is far EFId away the most cost- ® Full back-up St nocoic utllltles for use with
effective solution to your on-line storage and back- integral hard disk. ;

up requirements.

® Highest reliability of any disk system and
simplest to service.

The Alpha 10 - Mainframe © 35m. sec access time.

@ Runs on the IBM PC, XT, AT and IBM
Technolngy for your PC. compatibfes plus most MS/DOS micros.

® “Plug in and play™ installation with user-friendly
software.

Up to 20 Mbyte capacity on line.
Infinite back up capacity off line.

Alpha 10 Vertical Format Alpha 10 Horizontal Format

PSS ITAR

LTD

Unit 5, Victoria Road Trading Estate,
Portslade, Brighton, Sussex.
Tel: (0273) 422512
Telex: 87351



system therefore allows you to generate a

very wide variety of reports.

Standard information you can obtain:

. Statements

. Agent Debtor’s List

. Listof Accounts

. Total Outstanding Debtors

. Four Analysis Reports (3 of these in-
corporate the 6 character analysis cod-
ing mentioned above, tailored to your
own requirements; the fourth being
V.AT.)

6. Three Debtors Overdue Letters.

In addition, it also allows use of a report
generator to produce ad hoc information.

U=

Invoicing and Sales Order
Processing

This follows exactly your normal proce-
dure of receiving order, logging it in,
processing itand (hopefully) getting paid.

The system allows the Sales Order
Processing to integrate with the Stock (not
subjectof this review).

The Sales Order requires Account Num-
ber, Date, Order Number Due Date,
Product, Quantity and Price.

Order acknowledgements can then be
prepared and reports obtained of outstand-
ing orders, including completed and can-
celled orders. The invoices will then be
produced automatically if the sales order
processing has been properly integrated

with the stock and invoicing applications.
QOurs were produced by going into the
invoicing. However you might not want to
do it that way particularly if you have any
stock control requirements. The invoicing
sub-menu allows far production not just of
invoices but also of credit notes, pro-
formas and quotations. In addition there is

the usual invoice information (including
delivery address, which may differ from
customer name and address). There is also
a two line (75 characters each) space for
comment.

The invoices — sales orders, though
obtainable directly from the Pegasus sta-
tionery subsidiary are in a standard format.
But, if you wish, you can within the
program generate these to it your own
requirements. You may, however, need
some help from your dealer or adviser to do
this.

Conclusion

Pegasus — or at least the software tested
here — is clearly a very good and highly
useful business package.

What we particularly liked about it was
that the setting up of the system is relatively
easy for the vast majority of user applica-
tions. The case of use is increased by a
manual that is genuinely informative as to
the real meaning of the options available. It
is to coin a cliche, truly user-friendly. The
system is well laid out, thoughtfully con-
structed and aesthetically pleasing. It is
very satisfying to use and master.

All in all, we thought Pegasus a very
comfortable tool to assist the small or
medium size business to fulfill its needs
with the minimum of difficulty and the
maximum of efficiency.

There is no recommended retail price,
but you would normally expect to pay
between £275 and £400 per module,
depending on the level of training and
support given you by the dealer.

B.J. Lewis

The PC -the Specification

CPU

8088 Processor

8087 Co-processor (optional) = maths
processor

4.77T MHz clock rate

Memory

Main RAM size
256K RAM Standard

Internally expandable to 512K or 640K.
Externally expandable using full length
expansion boards to 640K.

ROM size

Standard 8KB

Display

12" CRT (non glare phosphor green)
13" medium resolution RGBI colour
monitor (avatlable shortly atter launch)

Alphanumeric B/W char resolution 9 x 14
80 x 25 character display

Colour and Hi-Res graphics are notin the
standard configuration at launch.
Compatible cards are available

to provide colour and HiRes graphics

SPECIFICATION

Storage

Dual 360K/byte. 514" double density,
double sided disk drives (PC-10)

Format: (IBM® compatible): 40 tracks, 9
scctors/track.

or Operating System

MS-DOS

Language

GW Basic

Optional programming languages: Cobol,
Fortran. Pascal, Macro Assembler ete
Physical Specifications

Single 360K /byte. 5%4" disk drive plus
10M/byte hard disk (PC20).

External Storage

The internal floppy disk controller is able to
handle up to 4drives. 2 internally:
2externally.

] d Base Unit (CPU) Ht 14.5¢m
Controller is capable of supporting two widthdbern depth 39cm
Winchester drives with a capacity of up to . ¥
TOM/bytes per drive Monitor Ht27.7cm

R i width 30.3cm depth29.3em
Expansion Keyboard Ht4.0cm

5 full sized PC compatible expansion slots
dusable in PCIO

Jusable in PC20

Keyboard

Detachable keyboard

85 keysincluding 10 function keys and
numeric keypad.

Meets European DIN requirements.

Interface )
Parallel Printer port (Centronics)

RS232C port
Monochrome video output

Composite B/W video output (notin the
standard configuration at launch)

width 49cm

Power Supply
CPU 240 VAC 170 watts, S0Hz

Monitor 240 VAC 30 watts, SOHz

IBM™ isaregastered trade mark of
International Business Machines Corporation

depth [7em

—
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RS 232¢]!

take the wraps off

DIGITAL
DIALOG

A compact BUS converter that lets
your Commodore 8032/8296 talk

to the new PC10 or any other IBM
compatible micro, and vice versa.

2K buffer. DTR, CTS and X-ON/X-OFF.
Programmable Baud rate 50-19200, data
format & Commodore code conversion.

3D Digital Design & Development Ltd
18/19 Warren Street London W1P 5DB
Tel. 01-387 7388 Telex 8953742

PRINTER BARGAINS

PRICES INCLUDE VAT & NEXT DAY
DELIVERY BY SECURICOR
STAR SG10C ONLY £249
* 100% compatable with your Commodore 64
computer.
120cps. draft mode.
Tractor and friction feed standard.
Near Letter Quality mode included.
192 grapic mode characters.
192 business mode characters,
90 italic characters.
90 NLQ characters.
Normal 80 cpl. Condensed 136 cpl.
Enlarged 2X, 3X & 4X.
Supplied with interface/cable and mains plug
READY TO GO.

* % o ok % % A o o A

Seikosha GP100VC Commodore compatable with

cablel orerilmir it imaer L T JUST £129
TAXAN PRINTERS
KP810: . it s ey b £279
L BT L P e e O SNt 05 £399
RESIOABM ©.odliiiinvmsninmmamet i s . £359
KPR TB M vt s eincnninsn ot seasss ewsevs soisinidt £459
Printer cable Commodore PC.........cooeevevvveneennnnenn. £32
Zero Interface CBM 64 .coovici:ivninassnscosviviinion £45
Trippler Interface CBM 64 ..........cceevevvevvnnnnneeennnnn.. £45

STRONG COMPUTER SYSTEMS
Bryn Cottage, Peniel, Carmarthen,
: Dyfed, SA32 7D].
Tel: (0267) 231246 for assistance!!

Business Supplies Limited
Magnetic Media Specialists
DiSkeﬂes Perboxof 10
1-9 boxes 10+ ?ﬁlﬂ
£
3" MAXELLCF2 46 00 3600
32" FUII DS 4700 3700
5V DYSAN SSDD 2050 16 10
DSDD 48tm 2950 2250
SYQD S 29.50 2250
DS/QD 96 3750 2880
54" NASHUA Ss/s5D 14.00 590
SSDD  48m 16 60 1260
DSDD 48m 1950 1475
SSYQD 961 21.50 1550
DSQD 9% 2400 1750
8" HARD SECTOR AND PREFORMATTED DISKETTES AVAILABLE
ATHANA, 3M AND VERBATIM ALSO STOCKED POA
DISC PACKS MAGNETIC TAPE
DISK CARTRIDGES TAPE CARTRIDGES
FAST DELIVERY POA.
DISKETTE DRIVE CLEANERS FD-05FD-08 £1200
CCl ALL-PURPOSE COMPUTER CLEANER 350
CCT LINT-FREE WIPERS 270
%* PRICES EXCLUDE VAT/CARRIAGE *®
¥ TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME %
% SEND FOR PRODUCT LIST E
ACOUSTIC HOODS ANTI-GLARE SCREENS LISTING PAPER
BURSTERS FIREPROOF SAFES LABELS
DECOLLATORS RACKING BINDERS
SHREDDERS TRANSIT CASES FILING SYSTEMS
WORK STATIONS TELEX ROLLS RIBBONS
VDU DESKS CUSTOM PRINTING PRINT WHEELS
%% APPLY FOR ACCOUNT FACILITIES NOW %
Business Supplies Limited
CHILTERNS, BATCHWORTH LANE, NORTHWOOD, MIDDX HAG 3HE
09274 (65 from London) 28598




With the growing popularity of Commodore
Computing International Magazine, newsagents and
bookstalls sell out quickly. More and more frustrated
readers wanting the one magazine every Commodore owner needs
are finding they are missing out and some months having to do
without the latest news, reviews and vital feature articles and
programs.

The popular solution is to place an order for your Commodore
Computing International Magazine with your newsagent or by direct
subscription to us.

A subscription means you get the magazine delivered to your
door. It saves you time and makes sure you don’t lose out on what’s
happening in the Commodore world.

Send in the subscription coupon below and get the best
Commodore magazine the easy way — through your letterbox. Don’t
miss out on the best, mail the coupon now.

(If you don’t want to cut up the magazine, we're happy to have a
photocopy of the coupon or a request on plain paper.)

[Commodore — Subscription Order Form |

ommodore — Subscription Order For

To Subscriptions Manager, Commodore Computing International,
I 40 Bowling Green Lane, London EC1R ONE. Tel: 01-278 0333 Telex: 267247 FINSEC

Please send me 12 issues of Commodore Computing International
l [ Cheque enclosed O Please debit my Access I
I CardNo.[ T T T T T1 V'JT"' Bl e ‘ e I
[] Subscription rate U.K. £15.00 Expiry date: L I
I O Europe £20.00 Cheques should be made payable to: l
[ QOutside Europe £28.50 CROFTWARD LIMITED
I Name e £ Rl T lie Y - l
| Address o e it el A TR I
I County _ _ PostCode T )
Telephone (home) Foggrat (business) 5 \
I Signed el e _ Date (Subscriptiontocommence)



WIN LOTUS1-2-3
AND SYMPHONY!

Both these software packages for the PC are highly recommended
- and by entering our competition you might not even have to pay for
them!!!!

All you need to do is write, alongside each computer, the year in
which you think each of them was introduced. For example, if you
think the VIC 20 was introduced in 1973 then write that next to VIC
20.

Win...aTaxan/
Kaga KP-90

Your chance to win a Kaga/Taxan KP-910 PC compatible printer. This
is a very fastand high quality dot-matrix printer with an excellent near
letter quality. To win all you need to do is to answer these six simple
questions. All the answers are contained in articles within the
business magazine.

1. Which Company wrote the D.O.S. for the Amiga?.............._.....

2. What percentage of the business market to Commodore expect to capture by
mid19862..................

3. What program allows you to load and run up to nine programs simultaneously
Githe PO o i

4. Whatdoes PSSstandfor?....................

5. How much does a Psion Organisercost?...................._..

6. Whatsize is the standard hard disk on the PC20?

“Your name: Company

Address:

All entries should be sentto:
Business competitions,
Commodore Computing
International,

Finsbury Business Centre,
40 Bowling Green Lane,
London ECTR ONE.
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JdBASE takes off!

Word Tech Systems pmdu.{:tfﬂixfy taols are making dBASE
the world's most popular fragramming language.

LU ORI e

The new compiler for dBASE I11.-

~-dBnEBUGEER ——— dBINDEX

‘The symbolic debugging tool
for programs written in dBASE.
ABASE. dBASE [1 dBASE 11l are trademarks of Ashron-Tare, Inc

e PARKINS ASSOCIATES
PARKIN

20 RIDGEWAY, RAYLEIGH
.............. ESSEX 556 7BJ

Tel: 0268 - 743928

The high speed index and sort utility
for dBASE II and III data files.

Cash Chegue
with arder
nr Access

B

Introducing
ASi MicroTutor

The convenient
low-cost
alternative
to learning
application software

INTERACTIVE DISK-BASED TRAINING:
LOTUS 1-2-3
SYMPHONY

Dbase Il and Il
WORDSTAR
PCDOS
and many more . . .

DIRECT SOFTWARE SALES LTD "/(8‘
PHILLIPS HOUSE P
P ey
ANSTEY ROAD o @Q\?’
A e el
ALTON, HANTS & oq?_
0420 87880 L
UK DISTRIBUTOR FOR E
AS| MICROTUTOR 4 A
0 ’/, $‘k‘ (96 _C:(
s i @Q‘%@Q‘ _.-';\‘\?’ )
i B W ey




BUSINESS MAGAZINE

Learning the busines:
A3 vith any other aspect of business, M C 0 m p ute rs

computers need understanding to
yield the greatest profit. The complexity of
many business packages means that ex-

- When computers play an important role in your business,
the last thing you want are expensive mistakes caused by
the complexity of some business packages. We offer some

pensive mistakes are best avoided by some
form of training — although choosing the
guidelines to computer training,.

exact form of that training may well prove
confusing.

How much training do you need? Who is
the best source and who, in your organisa-
tion, needs to be trained, are just a few of
the questions you may need to answer.

Computer Based Training

Today, there is a growing use of Compu-
ter Based Training (C.B.T.), which means
that you may nol even have to leave your
office, or to have anyone else involved —in
effect training yourself with the aid of your
own computer.

There are, of course, a number of
training establishments that offer help.
Dealers nearly always provide aid to
learning, which may be linked to a specific
machine. Most good dealers will also train
vou to use the business software packages
you need, and the business packages are,
after all, your reason for wanting a com-
puter.

There are other sources such as WH
Smith’s new Business Computer Centres
which offer economical one day introduc-
tions to microcomputers. There is also an
increasing number of Micro-systems Cen-
tres for Consultancy and Training. These
are a part of the Micro Centre Federation
(061-228 6333), which is connected to an
official body — the National Centre for
Information Technology. There is no offi-
cial validating of courses, or officially
accepled standards, but you can obtain
from them a directory of training courses
(£25 per capy).

Annual Directory

There are plans to set up an Information
Technology Training Accreditation Coun-
cil, which is to publish an annual directory
of training companies who reach required
standards.

The directory is largely aimed at the
growing number of foreign students com-
ing to the UK to study computing. Indeed,
one of the phrases to note in any prospec-
tus of a training establishment is ‘students
should have a reasonable fluency in En-
glish’. This probably means that the major-
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ity of students attending the course are
from abroad and the establishment’s stan-
dards may not be as high as if they were
dealing with local business trainees.

Computing grants

An interesting and little known fact is
that there are for businesses employing
under 500 people still computing grants
available from the Department of Trade
and Industry, via the Business and Tech-
nical Advisory Service. This is adminis-
tered by PERA (0664-501501), or in the
northwest UK by Salford University Indust-
rial Centre (061-736 8931). They will
consider any kind of computer application
upto £5,000—15 days of consultancy; The
first two days free and 75% of counselling
fees for the other 13 days.

The Computing Services Association
{01-405 2171) — an independent body can
also be helpful. It will inform its 240
member companies of vyour interest
through its free Commercial Enquiry Ser-
vice.

MicroTutor

he ASI MicroTutor range of in-

teractive software provides a com-
plete library of Computer-based
Training programmes for the IBM PC
and compatible micro-computers.
Using a “split-screen” approach,
an application package such as Lotus
1-2-3 or WordStar is displayed on the
top half of the screen and the tutorial
on the lower half. The program then
takes the user through the software in
easy to follow steps providing effec-
tive training on all aspects of {;he
c;ystem

The main benefits of MicroTutor
are:—

1) The package is a complete training
course.

2} The ‘modular’ design allows the
user to choose one particular part
of the program to be cleared.

3) An emphasis is placed on user-
participation to ensure full under-
standing and increase the level of
eﬂierest

4) Also, the tutorial program can be
used by any number of users,
hence reducing the cost of training,

We tried out the Lotus 1-2-3
course and found it very easy to use
and highly recommendable.

Visual training

There is also an interesting number of
developments in the video cassette field.
These are a clear way of presenting
individual machines, application packages
or even programming languages.

There are, of course, manuals and books.
The size and complexity of these (we
recently came across a 535 page manuall)
are very often a natural cause for alarm for
any busy and still rational manager.

For anyone as full occupied as most
managers of small businesses, CBT is
probably the most useful answer. A grow-
ing number of companies supply relatively
cheap packages — disks or other simple to
use aids. We will be covering this in-
creasingly important aspect of training (see
box) as a subject in its own right in
subsequent issues of Commodaore Business
Magazine.

newSG-10.

It can come as a rude awakening to a serious personal:
computer user that the printer he thought was such a
bargain couldn’t even handle his day-to- day
correspondence.

Especially when £259 c0uld have bought hlm Stars

if

« A dot matrix printer that not only sets new standards
2 - invalue and reliability, it offers outstanding print quality.
* . Comparethe features foryourself: '
- ~1.New Near Letter Quality font produces characters

. Closeto dalsy wheel quality yet still offers a printing speed
'O’HQO characters per second in draft mode.
- [ Easy interfacing with virtually all popular computers,

including BMPCs,
{1 Prints on single sheets and fan-folded paper.
[1 Printer memory of 9KB that can be expanded to 10KB
with optional buffer board.
El Wide rande of character sets and fonts. International
Characters italics and proportional spacing can be
- sefected onaltmodes.

" Fillin the coupon for full details and see what made us
-one of the leading ranges of computer printers in the USA
“in only twoyears.

P!ease send me detax!s of your Comprehenswe range of Star Cornputer Printers.

Postion

Name

Cbrﬁ pany.

Address

Star Micronics UK. Ltd.,

SLO! f{raven House, 40 Uxbridge Road London' W5

WHEN WILL YOU BECOME A STAR WITH ONE OF OUR PRINTERS?

———— — e —— e —
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Operating the Amiga

Commodore’s forthcoming Amiga has created a great deal
of interest. In our next business magazine we will be
covering it extensively; to whet your appetite Francis Jago
introduces the Amiga and its disk-operating system

t must have come as quite a shock to

many leading software houses in Amer-
ica when it was announced that Metacom-
co had been given the contract to produce
the Disk operating system for the long
awaited Amiga.

To Metacomco it must have seemed like
a dream come true. It started when they
were asked by Commodore to produce an
Assembler for the Amiga, which they did.
Having completed it to Commodore’s
satisfaction they were then asked — com-
pletely out of the blue —to create a back-up
operating system within four weeks. Lucki-
ly for them, Metacomco already had a tried
and trusted O.S, Tripos. Although also
68000-based, Tripos had to be consider-
ably altered to make it suitable for use on a
machine such as the Amiga.

When the original operating system
failed to be completed on time, Metacom-
co were in the perfect situation to step in
and grab the contract.

Tripos was originally developed in 1976
at Cambridge University, from where it
went with different people to Bath Uni-
versity and also stayed at Cambridge. Tim
King, the research and development direc-
tor of Metacomco, took Tripos to Bath and
developed it as a Multi-tasking 68000
operating system of great potential.

Having produced the D.0O.S., Meta-
comco were then approached to produce a
Basic to run on the Amiga. Never ones to
turn down an offer like that, Metacomco
produced A-Basic.

““An operating
system of great
potential”’

The Amiga uses windows and mouse-
accepting lcons to use the computer
without bothering with the complications
of a Command Line interface. The pull
down windows are extremely smooth and
fast, and the brilliance of multi-tasking
allows you to have different jobs taking
place in different windows. A very good
demonstration of this was when three
differing graphical programs were run in

produced by Metacomco.

three windows whilst you could still be
using the computer for something else,
without an enormous speed decrease.

A-Basic is very comprehensively co-
vered for instructions and it can be used to
run programs fast enough to please all
Basic programmers who have no desire to
learn 68000 machine language. This is
well shown in our two screen shots, both of
which were produced using a short and
uncomplicated Basic program.

As a computer, the Amiga has created a
huge amount of public interest and from
what | have seen this is totally justified. It
runs at 8 mhz, and has graphical capabili-
ties superior to that of any home/business

“Comprehensively
covered for instructions”’

machine | have ever seen (Pluto boards
included). Fortunately, unlike some rather
maore famous mouse driven machines, the
actual operating system and Basic does not
let it down. The Basic can also handle true
multi-tasking, allowing you to run two
separate basic programs at once, although
as yet two programs cannot share the same
code whilst running independently.

The Basic graphics commands are ama-
zingly comprehensive for such a high level
language, and this only serves to heighten
the endless possibilities for the competent
programmer using A-Basic. As well as
superb graphics, the Amiga has not been
let down in the sound department. With
stereo sound, MIDI interface and built in
speech synthesis it achieves some out-
standing effects using uncomplicated com-

mands such as >TRANSLATE« and sNA-
RRATE« which, when used in conjunction
with each other, create clear and well
defined English using the well established
Phoneme method. One totally amazing
feature of the Amiga’s sound capabilities is

““A product of
averyhigh
standard”’

its Fairlight CMI data compatability. This
means a relatively non-expensive home
computer can manipulate the data from a
28,000 synthesiser.

Although all the DOS commands are
accessed off disk at present, this presents
no real problems as the disk is fast, and you
can always do something else whilst you

Overall, Metacomco must be congratu-
lated for persevering and putting all the
hard work necessary to secure a contract of
this importance. The product they have
come up with is certainly of a very high
standard and hopefully they will continue
to flourish. What we must really hope for,
however, is that Metacomco have proved
to the Americans that big is not necessarily
best. In winning this contract over the likes
of Microsoft and Digital Research it has
proved that Britain can keep up with the
rest of the world when it comes to get up
and go!

Amiga DOS has already been accepted
by many major software houses and they
have agreed to provide many important
packages for the Amiga, which is a truly
superb computer. FK]

Contact: Metacomco, 26, Portland Square,
Bristol BS2 8RZ. Tel: 0272 428781.
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The forthcoming
Amiga will have
substantial
advantages to offer
users; not least the
outstandingly flexible
Metacomco-written
operating system
which incorporates
multi-tasking and has
already aroused
notable interest. The
illustration shows an
example of how the
multi-tasking facility
may be used.

1 saspd
5 {dixd
£ fdiv} -
alan {dis)
¢ = : -

Ia{ﬁﬁeﬂ; 35 c:amamiq Em

Ho comond loaded
. Ho comand loaded

editor.

Amiga display showing features of the multi-tasking Amiga
DOS operating system that was written by Metacomco. Here
you can see a screen with seven tasks running simultaneously.
Note how Task 3 (lower left hand window) is showing the status
of each task. For instance, Task 5 (centre screen) is a screen

Get Organised

or the businessman who really does

have everything, the Psion Organiser
represents another chance to open his
chequeboaok! Seriously, what the Organis-
er does show is how small computers can
really get, and how the future of computing
might develop.

The Organiser is roughly the same size
as a Sony Walkman, and is truly pocket-
size. When opened and turned on it
displays the time and date and then gives
vou a series of alternatives as to what to do
next.

Running Programs

To run programs you must turn off the
computer and then plug an eprom-sized
cartridge into the rear of the Organiser.
These can be any of the packages Psion
make, including utilities, communications
packages, and basic text editing.

The Organiser is a very neatly put
together package, the screen is clear and
adjustable (although itis only one line and
therefore impractical for real use), and the
keyboard is no worse than a calculator.

Communication device

The most impressive function of the
Organiser is as a Communication device.
Using the Comms pack and cable, you are
able to plug it into any R5232 or RS5432
socket and load data either from a host
computer or, theoretically, from an on-line
computer via a telephone link and modem.
Included in the manual is a basic program
to transmit data to and from a PC and
without tco much difficulty this can be
extended to transmit Wordstar compatible
text files.

The real failing of the Organiser is the
same as its advantage, size. Although it is
the most truly portable computer on the
market, it is too small to be of any real use.
The lack of a qwerty keyboard is also an
important oversight as, even if it were very
smallitis what everyone is used to.

On the move

If you really need a portable computer
on which you can type in documents
whilst on the move and then load and edit
at home, don’t buy the Psion. If, however,
you are looking for a glorified calculator
which, if pushed, can act as terminal or
text editor then look no further. Price
£99.95.

Contact: Psion Limited, Psion House,
Harcourt Street, London, W1A 1DT. Tel:
071-7239408.

FK]
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Where to get th consumer durables
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Chairs
Tables
Shred
Tape Clr
Wipes
Antli-stc
514" Disc
314" Disc
Cartridge
Cassette
One pt
Mult Pt
Pre prt
Labels
Paper tape
Prnt ribbon
Dsywheels
Clnmtrl
Disc storage
Scn shield
Anti-st mtl

Flexiform
London N1
Tel: 01-278 0671

Volumatic Ltd.
(Disintegraters)Coventry v
Tel: 0203-684217

ISA Ltd.
Bradford Flgbg | it .
Tel: 0274-306787

<.
e
B

Vickers Furniture
Kent Ve
Tel: 0322-23477 ‘

John McCormick & Co. Ltd.
Glasgow Sl g e S Tk g L
Tel: 041-204 2411

Twinlock Plc
Beckenham, Kent A
Tel: 01-658 5931

K & ] Wespac Ltd.
London E1 el sl S
Tel: 7291170

Symons Computer Services Ltd.
Dorset d |
Tel: 0202-297481

KWX Business Supplies Ltd.
Surrey LilET il el s s e | B
Tel: 07373-57281

Strakon Office Supplies
London SW1 \/: \ \,f" \z'f \,-"f \,'f Vv A v'i \,-/ ghie | Vi v | v v
Tel: 01-222 1301

MBS Data Efficiency Ltd.
Hemel Hempstead il L i
Tel: 0442-60155

Shannon Datastor
Croydon, Surrey Al S / Ve i
Tel: 01-686 0644

Media Resources
Birmingham
Tel: 021-233 4101

Moore Paragon UK Ltd
London SET / Flaf | B
Tel: 01-928 9022

SK (Sunkyong) Europe Corp. Ltd.
Hayes, Middx.
Tel: 01-561 1200

Office & Computer Services
Enfield, Middx ARyl B BB ke e g TR a8 R R DA B e i [ )
Tel: 01-367 4200 ;

Automation Facilities Ltd.

Berkshire s lias
Tel: 073522-3012
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essentialtoa PC

Chairs

Tables
Shred

Tape Clr

Wipes

Anti-stc

514" Disc

34" Disc

Hard disc crt

Cartridge

Cassette

One pt

Mult Pt

Pre prt

Prnt ribbon
Dsywheels
Disc storage
Scn shield
Anti-st mtl

Labels
Paper tape
| Clnmtrl

Fencourt Printers Ltd.
West Sussex
Tel: 0903-771704

o

<.

s

Caribonum Ltd.
Peterborough
Tel: 0733-234737

Euribon Organization Ltd.
‘Nottingham
Tel: 0602-507676

D.N. Computer Services Ltd.
Lancs.
Tel: 0706-67567

CBM Data Software Ltd.
Surrey
Tel: 07373-54717

Dowdings Ltd.
Derby
Tel: 0773-48721

Divi (UK) Ltd
Warrington
Tel: 0925-811254

Bushey, Herts.
Tel: 01-950 9510

Churchill Computer Supplies Ltd.

\'i

Computer Accessories Ltd.
London W4
Tel: 01-994 6477

v

Diskatech Lid.
Sheffield
Tel: 0246-410375

vV

Deanson Wilkes Ltd.
Walsall
Tel: 0922-38138

Data Media Services
Ashford, Middx.
Tel: 07842-47341

Data Maintenance Ltd.
London
Tel: 01-771 7111

Computer Supplies (Swansea)
Swansea
Tel: 0792-290047

C.W. Cave & Tab. Lid.
Northampton
Tel: 0604-43677

Crowndata
Cheshire
Tel: 0625-615050

Surrey
Tel: 01-684 6940

Copyrite Computer Supplies Ltd.

o
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Multi-user, Multi-tasking

Commodore’s 900: a unix-based computer originally
scheduled for a November release. Plans for its future now
seem uncertain. We show you what it looks like and reveal its

specifications.

The Commodore 900 UNIX ™ -Compatible
Computer System is available in two
configurations:

- The powerful UNIX ™ -compatible
personal workstation with a 1024 x 800
resolution bit-mapped display offers a
graphics quality which until now could
only be found in machines costing at least
5 times more. This is coupled with
Commodore’s own window manager
with mouse contral, which provides a
sophisticated butfriendly user interface
which is fully integrated with the UNIX ™
-compatible operating system. Each
window offers a full virtual terminal
UNIX™ -compatible environment.

+ The powerful multi-user UNIX ™
-compatible business computer. In this
configuration the UNIX ™ -compatible
operating system provides full
multi-tasking, multi-user support which
will allow up to 8 terminals, each
providing afull UNIX ™ -compatible
environment. A high performance hard
disk of up to 67 megabyte is supparted to
facilitate multiple users and provide
adequate space for application data
bases.

THESTANDARD
FEATURES OF THE
COMMODORE 900 ARE:

+ High performance 16-bit CPU with 16MB
address space.

- Sophisticated Memory Management Unit
implemented in hardware. This provides
the underlying memory protection
essential for supporting a secure
environmentfor a multi-tasking,
multi-user operating system.

+ 512 KB memory, expandable to 2MB.

- Hard disk drive capacity up to 67 MB
(20MB minimum) formatted.

* 1.2MB Floppy disk drive. An additional

optional drive can be added.

- Console terminal with full function

detachable keyboard which includes:

A 15 inch, high performance (72 MHz
dotrate and 60 Hz refresh rate),
monochrome monitor coupledtoa
video controller with its own dedicated
128KB display memory and hardware
supported raster operations (custom
two dimensional bit-blt chip) and 3
button mouse ’

OR
A character mode (80 x 25)

monochrome monitor with extended
attributes.

* Battery backed-up realtime clock.
+ Two R5232-C communication ports.
- Centronics compatible parallel printer

port.

- IEEE 488 port.

- ROM-based power-up diagnostics which

check out complete system.

+ 4 expansion slofts.
- Multi-user, multi-tasking UNIX®

compatible operating system. Included is
a high-performance ‘C’ compiler, more
than 50 system utilities and a ‘business’
BASIC compiler. Additional languages
are available.

- Sophisticated Window manager software

which allows multiple overlapping
windows to be created and manipulated.
Each window is effectively a full function
‘virtual’ terminal. Both textand
bit-mapped graphics windows are
supported. Different font styles and sizes
are available and can be mixed.

- Hardware Options:

* Streaming cartridge tape (for hard disk
backup) or additional floppy disk
drive.

- Memory expansion up to 2MB.

+ Hard disk options of 40MB or 67MB
{20MB standard).

* Multi-user card, with an additional 8
RS232-Cports.

- Systems Software Options:
+ COBOL language environment.
- Pascal compiler.

- Virtual Device Interface (VDI) for
transparent handling of different
graphics devices

- Graphics kernel system {GKS)
subroutine library

- Plotting package facilitating simple
generation of graphs (pie charts,
histograms, line graphs, etc.).
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ADVANCED INPUT
DEVICES (UK) LTD

BUSINESS SERVICES DIVISION
POWER PRODUCTS

For the complete range of R M E Power Point products — Un-
interruptable Power Supplies, CVT/Line Conditioners, FPortable
Power Units, Surge & Spike protection equipment. Solve all your
Main supply problems from one source. Best prices — Trade and
Retail supplied. Send or call for specifications and pricing. We are
an authorised R M E Power Point distributor!!

SOFTWARE
Most popular business software available in most formats:
CPM80, CPM86, MS/PC.DOS. Best prices. Save up to 40% on
RRP. Special offers on RAP Comms, Sage Accounts, Sage
Comms, etc. Send for price list or call for specific product quote.

ELECTRONIC SHOPPING PLAZA

Use your micro and modem to call the on-line shopping service.
Save time and browse through our extensive lists from the
comfort of your home. No modem yet? No problem. Lowest cost,
direct connect modem available. The Answercall MM100 mini
modem. RRP £75.00 + VAT. Special . . . £69.00 including VAT
and Postage, and Telecom Gold Mailbox offer.
To access our data base you will require comms software with
the following protocol: 300 baud full duplex (V21), 7 data bits,
even parity, 1 stop bit. (8 data, no parity, 1 stop bit will access)
Dial: 05446 707 and shop in comfort. For a small subscription you
will also be able to use the Electronic Mail, User Group and Sales
& Wants service as well.

Please note our change of address & telephone numbers
from 3rd September 1985:

ADVANCED INPUT DEVICES (UK) LTD
FREEPOST (No stamp required)

P.0. BOX 3
E KINGSTON —_—
: HEREFORDSHIRE HR3 6BR NS
Telephone: Eardisley (05446) 516
Electronic Shopping Plaza: (Data Only) 05446 707

GHROMASONIE

Computer Centres

48 Junction Road, Archway, London N19 5RD
238 Muswell Hill Broadway, London N103SH

PHONE
01-263 9493/5 .. 01-883 3705

—(x coMMODORE - Pc———

PC 10 & PC20 are hardware iBM
PC Compatable.
PC10.256k Ram D/Drives 360k .....£1395
PC20.256k Ram 10meg H/Disk .....£2329
both machines include green screen &
work on Lotus 1-2-3, Symphony, dBasell

Pegasus, Framework, Wordstar, Etc.

— (x SoMMoDoRE f] G

From your Most Supportive
Commodore Dealer

3IN1

{64k Mode, 128k Mode, CP/M Mode)
100% Compatable with COMMODORE 64 software,
40/80 col Screen, 128k Ram. 72k Rom, 6510 &
Z80A CPU’s )
AL GHLY E2BEE0
520P PRESS .. «l571 Dif8rive £233. 00

TERMS
Payment by Access, Visa, Bankers Draft, Building Society cheque, Sor
Cheques take 5 days to clear. We reserve the right to ane); pms v;ui{horl..lyt
prior notice. Please check for carriage charges before ording. All prices
EXCLUDE VAT instant credit up to £1000 E budget account available

N

LOGlCSOr 1
.0 )

TEL: (09904) 4919
or (0860) 315172

FRAMEWORK 310.00
FRIDAY 146.25
DBASE 11 200.00
DBASE 111 300.00
DBASE MANAGER 183.75
LOTUS 1-2-3 272.50
SYMPHONY 375.00
ELECTRIC DESK 213.75
WARNER DESK ORGANIZER 161.25
SIDEKICK 43.96
IBM PC MOUSE/S'WARE 157.50
MICROSOFT WORD/MOUSE 353.00
MULTIMATE 294.00
WORDSTAR PROFESSIONAL 265.00
WORDSTAR 2000 282.00
BANKSTREET WRITER 43.50
VOLKSWRITER DELUXE 185.25

CROSSTALK 132.00
HARVARD PROJECT MANAGER 289.00
MICROSOFT PROJECT 176.25
THINK TANK 118.00
SPOTLIGHT 82.40
SUPERCALC 2 136.50
SUPERCALC 3 195.00
ALPHA APPLE/IBM CONNECTION 146.25
OPEN ACCESS 315.00
R. BASE 4000 321.00
cCLOUT 112.50
NORTONUTILITES (VER. 3) 65.00
FLASHCALC 66.75
oz 255.00
FLIGHT SIMULATOR 47.50
DAZZLE DRAW 35.00
BRODERBUND ARCADE 35.00
TYPING TUTOR 111 36.00

ALL PRICES EXCLUSIVE OF VAT, BUT INCLUDE FREE DELIVERY

* PRICES AND AVAILABILITY SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
* RING US FOR THE LOWEST PRICE POSSIBLE ON MANY OTHER PROGRAMS
* WE WILL ENDEAVOUR TO BEAT ANY PRICE QUOTED

P.0. BOX 210, VIRGINIA WATER, SURREY, GU25 4QJ. TEL: (09904) 4918 or (0860) 315172 TELEX: 858623




Professional E

for the CBM

co4 / C128

TRANSACT
Book-keeping System

SALES LEDGER
and invoice processor

TRANSACT is a Book-keeping System and Nominal Ledger package
Provides a flexible alternative to manually operated sytems
Observes normal accounting conventions

Suitable for Accountants and small business applications

Transaction Files emulate the manual Books of Prime Entry Sales,
Sales, Purchases, Bank and Petty Cash transactions types
Standardised and fast input format

Optional down-calculation of VAT & Net transaction values

Automatic Assignment of Debit and Credit Values

Validation checks to ensure thatentries balance

Double Entry principals maintained at all times

VAT Inputand Qutput accumulations recorded separately
Journalfacilities provided for Accounts adjustments

Standard Reports & Audit Trail to screen and printer

Accounts File emulates the manual Nominal Ledger

100 Accounts available under 10 Section Headings

Bank, Cash, Debtor, Creditor & VAT Controls are pre-set

Two Accounts reserved for Accrual and Prepayment adjustments
Remaining 90 Account Headirigs may be defined and/or amended
Account Balances are updated by each Transaction File created
View or Print Account Heading, Balances & Section Totals

Full Trial Balance printout excludes null Accounts

VAT payments and rebates controlled through Clearance Account
Produces Profit & Loss figure and "quick’ Balance Sheet

Price Cassette£29.95 Disc £34.95

Open Item Accounting System

Fast creation of invoices from product tables
Multiple rates of VAT allowable on invoices
Suspense accounts for ‘unrecognised’ payments
Trade and settlement discounts allowable
Extensive reporting to screen and printer

Clients referenced by name or part name

Create Invoices and Credit Notes

Receive and Allocate payments

Print individual Statements of Account/Account Enquiries

Amend Terms

Amend Client Details

Suspense Accounts featuring automatic transfers of unallocated
payments

Outstanding Invoices

Full Transaction Reports

Full Statement Runs

Monthly Sales Reports

Aged Debtors Lists

Mail Labels for clients Names and Addresses

Auto Invoice Numbering

Monthly deletions of paid invoices
Deletion Reports

Change date option

Requires no additional hardware
Runs on single or twin drive systems

Price Disc£34.95

PURCHASE LEDGER

Open item Accounting System, Automatic
payment runs, Print remittance advice notes,
Allows for settlement and trade discounts, Cheque
writing capability, Extensive reporting to screen
and printer, Suppliers referenced by name or part
name

Allocate payments or part payments against,
Supplier invoices, Account Enquiries, Amend
Supplier Terms, Amend Supplier Detals, Suspense
Accounts for prepayments

Outstanding  Supplier Invoice Reports, Full
Transaction Reports, Monthly Purchase Reports,
Aged Creditors Lists, Mail Labels for Supplier
Names and Addresses

Monthly deletions of paid invoices. Deletions
Reports, Change date option

Requires no additional hardware, Runs on single or
twin drive systems

Price Disc £29.95
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STOCK-AID
Stock Control System

DFMDATABASE
& Mail Labels.

Single Screen Format displays:

Reference: Unique Stock Code/Description/Supplier

Prices: Current Unit Cost/Current Unit Sale

Inputs: Units Bought & Value to date + number of Transactions
Outputs: Units Sold & Value to date + number of Transactions
Re-orders: Minimum Stock Level/Units to re-order & Value
Update: Balance & Value of Stock/Profit of Sales

Enter & Amend Reference/Prices/Minimum & Re-order levels.
Delete Record where no Stock remains.

Input & Qutput Stock as Transactions or Adjustments.

Recall last entries on Inputs & Outputs with process dates.
Browse through File ‘window’, retaining current record on view.
Find a Record by its Stock Code.

Display previous or following Record on File.

Print Record onview.

Compare lastunit Cost & Sales Prices with Current preset Prices.
Update total Number of Lines, Stock Value, Inputs & Outputs.

Scan Reference fields by either order-of-input or sorted
sequence.

Available to Screen or Printerare:

Re-order Stock Schedule: Stocks below preset Minimum levels.
Valuation of Stock inHand: Balances carried forward.
Deletions: Reported by Reference only.

QOutput to Printeronly:

Financial Report: Inputs & Qutputs to date.

Current Prices - Unit Cost, Unit Sales & Margin.

Physical Stock Take Sheet: Space for‘actuals’ & 'differences’.
Transactions Report: Inputs & Outputs for process date.

Rename File Price
Sort File by any Reference field.

Disk Directory/Format Data Disk
Printer - Line Feed & Controls :
Decimal Placing for Units & Prices Disc. £34.95

Fully user definable Record Base

Create up to 15 Fields per Record

Define Field Headings Fields may be Alphanumeric

(up to 36 characters)

Fields may be Numeric to 9 figures (zero 2 decimal places)
File Name may be changed at any time

Find Record by Key Field or (allocated number)

Amend Field Heading or Record Data

Calculate or Totalise on Numeric Fields

New Records may replicate from last Record viewed
Printor Delete Record on display

Move to Nextor Last Record

Automatic Scroll forward through File (with Stop option)

Enter Details and Field selection for Search

Criteria may be specific or wild-card

Related numeric field information may be totalised
Specific Numeric Field Searches offer conditions
of less than/equal to/greater than (operands)

All Results may be outputto Screen or Printer

Offers printed reports on selected Field

Full File Description is available for report planning
Field Totals will be output for any Numeric Fields
Define Label Print Format

Selectable Single Label Printing

Sorting may be performed by any Field type
New Key Field Index may be displayed

Utilities incude Memory Available & Disk Handling routines

Price  Cass.£14.95Disc£19.95

Home Accounts Manager

HOME ACCOUNTS MANAGER is a comprehensive home
management system designed to assistin the maintenance
of any household budget. There are 4 major options from
the main menu as follows:-

2. BANK ACCOUNT After entering details of your bank,
branch and account number, you are able to enter all
standard bank transactions, such as receiving payments,
issuing cheques, setting up standing orders, entering bank
charges, entering cash dispenser transactions and
obtaining a bank statement to the screen or to a printer.

4. UTILITIES This option has a number of useful features
plus full loans calculator for fast estimates of loan
repayments.

1. HOME ACCOUNTS Day to day expenses are entered and
will be collated by the program to produce detailed
expenditure reports to the screen or to a printer. Cheque
payments are automatically posted to the bank account.

3. ADDRESS FILE You are able to enter up to 50 names,
addresses and telephone numbers into a file which may
then be sorted into aphabetical order, searched for
particular names, scrolled in forward or reverse directions,
orre-entered at a specific record number.

Price Cass.£14.95 Disc£19.95
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20 NEW ROW LONDON WC2N 4lA Telephone: 01-502 4328

Phone for details
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VIZAWRITE PC

VIZAWRITE is probably the easiest business
program that you will ever usel!

Right from the start, just type onto the screen
and your words are instantly laid out on the page.

Just like a professional typist, VIZAWRITE knows
when to end each line so that pages are produced
with neat margins, inset paragraphs and perfectly
lined up tabulations.

Now you can concentrate on what you're typing,
not how to type. Documents take on a new look of
professionalism. Produce memos, lists, letters and
complete reports with incomparable speed and ease.

VIZAWRITE can also proof-read your work,
excellent at picking out those juggled’ words that
get typed when the phone rings.

Document statistics, how many words you've
typed, VIZAWRITE shows you — instantly.

Call us now, or fill in the
coupon for more detaifs.

VIZA SOFTWARE LTD.
Chatham House, 14 New Road,
Chatham, Kent ME4 40R.
Telephone: (0634) 45002

| Name

VIZAWRITE is so easy to use, THE TIMES featured
it again and again in no less than three separate
articles on word processing for newcomers.

We've even included some of the latest software
‘fashions, such as WINDOWS to view several
documents at once, such as PULL DOWN MENUS
that assist command selection, such as on-screen
HELP if you can't find the manual!!. .. and
much more.

VIZAWRITE is an extremely advanced word
processing package with powerful layout and filing
commands, fully integrated spefling checker and
easy to use mail shot system.

Remember that VIZAWRITE has achieved an ease
of use that you won't find in any specification.

It’s intuitive, simple and fast.

The Command Menu

Please send me further details about VIZAWRITE PC and the name of my
nearest dealer.

Address




