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“"Meet Jim Butterfield' - Reprinted from Compute! Sept 1982 (Continued?’ ﬁ\

*:h3*¢}u1nteract1un is the facet of the field that
| 4 'Butterf1eld enjoys most. In the earliest

days of "roll-gour—own computers, he notes,
i s R everyone had a different machine, which

" crimped the sharing of information.

i '"Euddenly,alung came the KIM. Everybody had

| the Ssame Ccomputer, AN amazing thing happened
" —and_this is multiplied many times over in
the Commodore line —people hu11t a social
1ife around microcomputers.’
The thriving Toronto PET Users Group (TPUGD)
is a case in point. Butterfield had what he
calls a ""Machiavellian influence" on TPUG
founder Lyman Duggan, whom Butterfield
persuaded to hold the first meeting in his
‘basement one summer evening. Hhile
Butterfield firmly rejects any organizing
chores, he contributes a great deal as a
friend of the club, speaking at monthlw
meetings and sharing h15 expertise.
Butterfield admits, "'It“s getting harder to
know what to talk about those meetings. There
are a number of people who have the ability
to track down any part of the machine they
want to go after, and who are quite skilled
Yat machine language. AS a result, my sympathy
is with the beginner. I‘d rather bore ten
experts thanm 1o0se the bulk of people, so I
tTry to keep things falirly simple"

Butterfield’'s sympathy for beginners is _well
kEnown and shows in his _articles. His writing
is informal and witt in spite of 1t=s
technical content. " try to write it as I
would say it. I do_ a 1ot of presenting
material to both kids and adults, and I try
tTo keep the same style in my writing. Also,
whenever I can, I slip in a simple example
program. Then, even if the readers can‘t
understand, they can run the programs."

Light Consulting
Butterfield also indulges
principally for Commodore
FPromotion tTour for the VI
shows, such as the PET 5h
part of his work "'really
travel.

what he calls "'light consulting," }

the spring he went on a western Canadian
computer. He s also frequent invited to
in Lundul he attended in une. He finds this
t fun'"' because it provides opportunity for

mnn-

TE |

T L =)
[T T )

Lecturing and teaching, such as the machine language course he conducts
each month for a special interest division ofTPOG, provide him with feed-
back about problems and areas where people need more information. He has
a reputation for being generous With his time, and his phone in open from
18 a.m. to 18 p.m. Mondaw to Fridaw.

""If somebody phones me up and asks a question which shows they just
haven“t bothered trying it themselves. then I will sometimes be a little
chort, because it does Sseem like a waste of my time," he says. "But most
people who call do so because they're stuck on something. It s just a
question of gettlng another opinion. If I get a number of inquiries in a
certain area, that s usually a signal that it's time for me to wr1te an
article about i1it. It“s a very good way of keeping posted on what's
bothering people at the moment.'

Butterfield is equally generous with his software. He rarely sells any of
his programs. "'I would like to foster an environment where people pass
out thelir EthHEFE with reasonable generosity. I think that by Sshowing a
good example n1ght sort of lead the way in that.'" Often he distributes
his work on fPUG 5 library disk.

5til1l1, Butterfield vehemently supports an author's copyright: "I believe
very strongly that the person writing an original program has the right
tTo do as he chooses with that program. If he chooses to sell itor to
request that it not be copied except for a fee, then he has absolutely
tThat right.

However, he feels that a person who takes money for software is obligated
to support that program b upgrading it and furnishing the means to
modify it, if necessary. That‘s another good reason to give programs
away. I really feel that most people who put down a lot of money for
software feel that they are not buying a disk or cassette tape, but they
are buying a service..

. 202 NN W "
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Interestingly, Butterfield believes the problem of software piracy might
lessen, NOTt grow, wWith the increasing business use of microcomputers. He
laughs, ""If an emplovese ran to the boss and said o ief, I think wou
Should give me a raise because I just saved you £598, I lifted a copy of
a program,” I really don“t think _ wvery_ many businesses would stick a cigar
in Wy mouth and give me a promotion. They would more likely start keepling
an eye on me.

BUttEFfIEld thlnkE that renting software eventually Mmay be the best way
tTo distribute it. A _yearly fee could be charged for its use. In return,
The user would receive continuing support on such th1n95 as upgrades,
newsletters, information, warranty, and documentation.

Something Unprecedented In Education ]
Given his multiple interests in computing, writing, teaching, and making
l1ife easier for beginners, it's only nmatural that Butterfield is a strong
advocate of introducing children to computers early in_ school. " As I
understand_the writings of Seymour Papert [author of Mindstorms:
Children, Computers, and Powerful I deas] , the earlier a child becomes
exposed to computers, the better it is likely to be," he says. "I have
seen no evidence to contradict this. It seems to me that more important
than anYthing formalized we teach woung people about computers is that we
get them familiar with the concept, we get their fears allayed, HE nake

sure that the usefulness of computers is understood at an early a o g
the time a student gets to high sSchool, computers are an oddity. here
something not quite natural about them — something manufactured and
SoleMn.

If HDU use computers in grade_ two or three you simply understand_ that
thEH re around_and they‘re going tTo help you whenever you feel like

using them." Teachers are faced with devising methods of guiding
computer studies and providing resources for students, some of whom could
So0n outstrip them in programming ability, This can be an intimidating

task, but student enthusiasm should make it stimulating and challenging
as well. ""He have in the microcomputer one of the most 1ncred1hle forces
that has ever happened in education.," savws Butterfield. ""I“m not talking
about games; games don’t last very long. EtudentE are begging for access
tTo this logic device. It has no_ precedent. I don“t know what specific
educational ob jectives are precisely to be served. All I know 1s there
Mmust be something in the whole phenomenon, some need in the young mind
that causes an intense urge to interface with the computer, tTo try
things, tTo make the computer do things.

FPart of the apﬂeal, he believes, Comes from the creative nature of )
Programming. rogramming 1s creative not necessarily in_the most visible
sense. If you write yourself another Space Invaders 1t might end up
looking like everybody else‘s. I sometimes like tTo CcOoOmpare programming,
especlally machine language programming, which is more exacting., to doilng
a jigsaw puzzle. Hhy would you s5it there for two or three days and put

in all this effort when ou know that the end result will be a rather
crummy looking picture? he point is that you will have felt wou hawve
accomplished something, that you have brought together a number of
skills, and even though it“s the Sameé as everyone else’s, in a sense Yyou
have created it. It s the same thing with programming you feel so0 good
when it all comes together, when it all works."

Expert Debugging )

But what if 1t doesn“t work? Hhen guu’re the ranking expert, what do you
do when vwou get stuck on a problem? ""Hell, when Yyou reach a certain
stage, and 1t really isn“t all that hard to achieve, tThen You have cont-
rol of all parts of the machine.

Once you get to that point, and there are many People who have achieved
that, you don’t have to ask anybody. You can 9o _in tHere and 100k for
yourself. One of the messages that I try to deliver to people is, “If I
can do it, You can do it.” Because often there isn“t anything in the
problem that logically vyou can“t look at.'

The Future O0Ff Personal Computing

As personal computer enthusiasts grow wiser and I more mature in the next
few years, so will their machines, Butterfield predicts. Memory will be
Cheap, MaCchines mMore powerfuf,and at the same time less expensive. The
blﬁgeit s=ingle change will pruhahly be a move toward better human
interface.

Full-screen editing, color, sound, and graphics will be almost universal
arid easier to use. Peripherals such as 1light pens, paddles or jowsticks
will simply plug in. Features such as upper-slowercase_letters, now viewed
as optional by sSome companies, will be standardized. There will be some
moves toward better languages, but, Butterfield says, ""BASIC it _ appears
to be indestructible at present.' I more specifically. Butterfield
offers some opinions on the future of Mmicrocomputer manufacturers: "I
think we can 5ay wWith some certainty that IBM will survive, not 1
necessarily because of the merit of its products, but because IBM will
gather around 1tself a massive amount of support.

e —
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Radio Shack 1s wery strong. Like TBM it will probably survive for reasons
not directly assoclated with quality. This is not a reflection on its
quallt¥ but it _has access_to S0 many outlets of its own that it can
Suppor continuing sales. Atarli has S0 far suffered from 1ts games 1mMage.

"“"One of the most interesting phenomena could be Sinclair " he says.
"Sinclair has introduced a series of small, not very powerful, but
remarkably 1nexpeFE+ue cunﬁTEers. Hhile people who are yused to _the "
speed of, would find sSsome of the Ex15t1ng Sinclair
Computers very slow, we can’'t ignore the fact that Slnclalr tThrough Ti1
is going to sell an astonishing number of machines.'

Butterfield foresees a_very interes
expensive machines, which are 1like
store, and the more powerful produ

5 battle between th
C
loyal to a product l1line, and _ so far
1
8

ng es
tT0 be so0ld In Bvery co
: He notes that people
inclair“s 1ine has a C
top end. Hhether this situation_wi ch f
buyers of machines such as the ZX-— wh th
remains a matter for speculation.

ange as a result o
o want tTo upgrade

As computer prices drop, 1t is likely that people will begin to see a
Computer as an affordable tool for the family's financial management,
entertaioment, and educatjon. Hider distribution of machines will affect
society 1n several ways. ilready, of Ccourse, people use home computers in
a limited way for business, and more commonly for enjoyment and exercise
of mental agility. ""People test themselwves against thelr computers by
asking, “Can I wmake the computéer do this task?” People also go to the

Ccomputer for something resembling relaxation.

"I was talking to a microcomputer owner who is hawving difficulties in his
business. He told me he goes home, speaks to no one, and works on his
Ccomputer for an hour or so. Only when he shuts the machine off dges he
say “hello” to everyone. He finds the computer a very great pacifier in
Some Sense— perhaps he takes hls energies out on 1t. He feels that he
Ccomes out of that enu1runnent more of a human being, and his family i=s
very understanding of it.®

Butterfield also feels that people armed with th £

e a Fathﬁ? Than the
muth of computers are better equlipped tTo cope with = he
T i
T

TS

cCiety. most
1npurtant Change TtThat small computers have brough T
to the individual a sense that he has control over e
events around him. Hot only can his Computer calculate a mortgage as well
as his bank can, but he bhas control _in that_ he will not simply accept any
nonsense tThe EEHPUTEF prints and mails to him.

C
o
5 hey have restored
h

Essentially, it‘s related to the question of competence. If you can
handle these little beasts, then in one sense, at least, you are mMore
competent. You understand more abuu* sune of the things which are
happening in the world_ around Yyou. ha in 1tself 1s probably one of the
most profound things microcomputers du.'

™1

A5 we beCcomeE MOre aware of a computer’'s true capabilities and
ations, we alsE may better assess the complex argunﬁntE about
intelligence. utterfield defines 1t very simply: computer j
adapts 1ts behavior based on what it has learned from external sources is
Sshowing artificial intelligence."'" He cites a game called " Animals"" as a
Simple example of a program which learns from the user. " Hn1nals says 1t

will guess an* animal you can name. The_ first few times you‘re going to
name an anima 1t has never heard of. It wlll ask vyou #DF more

information ahuut tThe animal and put it in its 1ist. Eventually vyou w111
run out of animals you know, and then it will know as much as wou do.'

icial

iyt
T

X Q-
T -
M-

Uideotex is another computer—based suystem with %reat POS 5ihi131195 fo

the future— one which hée fears will not reach 1its potential. wish
could see a stronger future for videotex. Things like elidon, Prestel
and so0 on have a conceptual problem for me. They seem to be predominantly
one—way only communications systems, perhaps a little bit like television,
only not_as effectlue. You have a few people communicating to a 190t of
people. I do T view that as a good move, Or even a typlcal move 1n this
day where peuple are getting competence in their own hands. I think that
if Telidon were more of a two—way interface, 1f more people could
cuntrlhute, then vYyou might have more of what 1 would call a lively

medium. '

Rest And Divers
How that Butter
must force hims

himself constantly occu
away from them_ for relax

5
1

hEtEUEF T To be visitin 1 ne of 5 fayorite dlUEFSanE
H Ei gﬂ iano_qulite bagly HEEEEIB 11y T g0 and dig,

dandellunE out of the den if I have time. But there is a 1little bBit of
change in the order of thinas. Since my hobby has become my work,
can“t do it all the time."

ed with computers, he
o

ion
field find Fie
elf to get ation. Prowling around
e happens hi
Play the p na
he gar

In many ways, Butterfield has achieved celebrity status. He is much
sought after by the micro computer community around the world and does

en_joy_the travel. TYet he remains very approachable. "It's really great

fun, It's nice to be invited nuer to England. But slnply if ang part of

it 1= 1nt1?1da in to_oth gr5 if hear people say El that all

r;gh% utterfield —then I feel ... not guud. SSen tlally, what
"

\ I rying to say is, “If I can do 1t, you can 4do 1t.” *
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Cincinnati Commodore Computer Club

Current Officers

President David Hitmer 513-868-1344
Vice PresidentsNewsletter Oliver UVieBrooks 859-485-6465
Secretary Mark Gladson

TreasurersPublicity Foger Hover 5313-248-8825
Membership Don Parrish 513-281-3879
Liibrarian Edward Gase 513-829-8942

To Contact CCCC:

Cincinnati Commodore Computer Club

c0 Roger Hoyer i
31 Potowatomie Trail

Milford, OH 453158
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