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WERL HANEEN

HINTS AND INFO
Larry Bailey

I've leamed lately that there are a lot of novice oul there in computer land. That most programs are over their heads. This 1s

mainly because they do not have the manual, docs, exc.. for their program. This article is to be helpful to the old and the new

If you're having trouble debugging a program, wait until just before the error is executed, then press the stop key, which usually

gives you a good idea of the location of your bug. When | say bug, | do not mean the type you kill with a swatter. This is a bug in
. the program. A little computer humor.

When debugging a program, list the lines of interest, then use your cursor to follow the line while you read or review the program.

it works even better if you change cursor color.

There is a lot of debuggmg programs oul. Check around and try to find a good one that suits your purpose.

Or, Read the ertor (nessage and make sure you understand it. If necessary, consult your user's guide. List the line with the error

message . ng/ d §} over for obvious errors. You should be able to spot most Syntax errors if you read carefully. Basic often

chokes ot hat looks like a keyword. Print out the value of each variable on the offending line and write down its value.

This will help you find errors like a bad array index or a bad argument to a string function. Now if that didn't get you confused,

then wait ule. Jf possible, execute in succession each separate Basic statement on the line. You might be able o tell which

statementikill gram. If these steps fail or expose a problem that you don't know how 1o fix. then you probably don't

understand h ouf program works. In this case, you should read over it, tracing out how it executes uniil you understand the

problegh. Youlnegzd fo learn how to solve your own problems If you ever really want to know what you're doing. As a last reson,

seek help.

(Special Note). My article that was pninted in the Sept, 1994 edition of The Lucky Report, called "add a Reset Button®. | would like

to rmake a couple of add ons 1o this article. One 1s that the reset button will also work with the 1541 disk drive. The parnt number

for the SPST y y open { from Radio Shack is part number 275-1547.

Until next time have fun with your co ter, I'm still & ing myseif
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HOW TO WRITE AN ARTICLE
by Dan Koleski

On several occasions, we have requested some sort of article 1o be submitted by our members It's not always a case
that those of us that usually do the articles can't or won't do the articles anymore. but we would like 1o see some free
iteins but more than that, we would like to have some involvement from other members. The purpose of this aricle 1s two
told. One, to encourage you to wite an article for the club’s newsletter, and two, to show you how easy it is to write an
anticle and what you need.

In essence, it you have you:i trusty Comimodore computer and as much as one program. you have everything you
need. | guess one other item you imight need 1s a good wotd processing program. bul this might be the one progiam you
have. Basically, all you need is a subject to wiite on and sometines. this is the hardest pan to do If you have any
prograim that you use with any reguiarily, you have what it takes 1o write an anicle.

All that we are looking for 1s a brief article on any program Tell us what you do with it, some of the programs special
features, likes and dislikes and the such. I it's a game, maybe give us some ot your ips and hints. A spreadsheet. tell us
what you do with it

As a member, you can check-out a program from the club’s ibrary and do an article on the entire disk. of just one
program on the disk. (Preterrably, the whole disk). Once you have submitted the article you get the disk you check-out
and one other disk from club's library

The only other items that might assist you are a good Dictionary and possibly a Thesaurus. These are not essential
but can come n handy. If you are afraid ot spelling, grammar and all, submit what you have and the aricle will be edited
betoie re-printing Once you have watten your tist article, you'll hind out how telatively pamless it1s and hopetully you
want to submit more. We sure hope so

So what are you waiting for. Pull out that favornte program of yours and warm-up that keyboard By heiping us out,

you'll be doing your group a service and it won't hurt your self-esteern 1o see your name in pnnt when your given credi
for the arucle.
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HINTS AND TIPS
QOctober 1994
by Dan Koleski

I've found a few more Hints and Tips from some of the Newsletters we have been receiving. | thought
| should pass thein on 1o you. Enjoy

From the “"Hub Area Commodore Club” ot Yuba City, California came the following tip, Author Unknown
The head of your disk drive can get out of alignment after much use. You can realign it with simple

Commodore Commands. With any disk in the drive, type

OPEN 15.8,15""

CLOSE 15

(This refers more 10 the drive head getting confused or stuck. Actual hardware misalignment 1S not going
10 be corrected by issuing software commands.)

From the Melbourne Commodore Computer Club of Box Hill, Victona came the following tip
FREEZE A LISTING
Using the C64 and being a programmer, | have found that there is no facility on it to temporaiily “freeze”
a program scroli while it is being LISTed to the screen. This means that you have to iry to see what 1s
going on while the hsting ghdes gracefuly upwards before your very eyes.

Recently | came across the following short program which fixes this. The C64 has a smait unused block
ot memcry between locations 679 and 767, just right for a small machine-code routine There is aiso a
vector al address 774 which is used when BASIC LISTs a prograim, and a flag at address 653 to detect
when the SHIFT .CTRL or the COMMODORE keys are pressed. By combining all these wonderful pieces
of information, the following routine was produced to perform the required function

To add the LIST tieeze facility to your C64 you jus! load and run the tollowing small lisiing, and the
facility will be instalied automatically..... Dorthy

10 FOR C=678 TO 686. READ A

20 POKE C A. NEXT C

30 POKE 687. PEEK(774). POKE 774,167
40 POKE 688. PEEK(775): POKE 775.2
50 DATA 72.173,141.2

60 DATA 208,251,104.76

The final tip came from the C.H.U.G. Gazette of Fremont, Ca who borrowed it from Terrier Twins of
Alton. ill
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DISABLING THE STOP AND RESTORE KEYS
On the 64, POKE 808, 225 will disable the STOP and RESTORE keys separalely or in combination
POKE 808.237 will enable them again.
On the 128, POKE B08.103 disabtes STOP and RESTORE white POKE 808,110 enabies them agamn
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EDITORIAL
OCTOBER 1994

I've been pondenng this title. "EDITORIAL® Since Roger and his wife, Mary, actually do the ediing of articles and he puts the
newsletter together, | would consider hin to be the editor more than myselt and his title 1s “"Newsletter Editor*. Usually when t
read the Editonal in a magazine. Ihe editor 1alks about the contents ot thal pubhcation for the most pant So | deciaed to look up
the word editonal, and this 1s what | came up with

EDIT: 1. To prepare and edition of. 2. To direct the publication of. 3. To assemble
EDITOR: 1. One that edits. 2. a person who writes editortals

| think you get the picture. I'm going to change my title ol this article starting with our next newslelter. In the future. this article
will be called "L.U C.K.Y. HAPPENINGS" Now that | have that off my chest. lets get down to some real business

While I'm on the topic of newslelters, 1 guess | will 1ell you that December will be Roger's last month as our club's Newsletter
Editor. He says it isn't as much fun doing anymore and wants 1o pursue other areas. | was concerned about finding just one
person 1o 1ake over these duties, bul not onty did one person come forward, but we had three request for this position. One 15 a
jomt venture. James Walters and Dansel Travis, said they would hike to try to do the newsletter jomntly. Scott Wray aiso caine
torward wanting to do the newsletler as well as Kirk Wyatt What we have come up with to settle this dilemma 1s a Newsletter
Showdown. | will present each iterested party with a disk containing the same tour articles They will be 1equired to edit these
article and come up with a newsletter tor the club to judge and vote on. While on the subject of Newsletters, be looking tor the
December Newsletter, Roger's last issue. We are planning to put together a super double edition. I'm working on coming up with
some really nice articles I've come across and we pian to pul logether something special tor you. in fact, it was decided that at
least once a year, we need to aitempt to do this. Hurrah for us!

| need 1o bring up the subject of monetary exchange at our meetings Ve are not suppose 10 be exchanging money at our
present location and 1if we get caught again, we're oul. | don’t want to see as much as a penny shown al the mmeetngs This does
bring up a problem and for now, we will just rely on a honor system until we can come up with something better. if you purchase
anything from library whether it be disk, cases or whatever, you will need to mail a check to the P.O. box on your newsletter, the
club's address. As for raffles, we will not be having our regular raffle until we gel this issue seltled. We wilt stili have our door
prize and if you win the attendance drawing, we will mail the money to you

Since I'm on the subject of meeting places and ali, | have secured the Beechmont Community Center for our December and
January meeungs. I'lt have more on this in November along with directions. This 1s the same place we held about four ot our
meelings last year and we are looking into the possibiity of moving to this location permanently. We really need to hear from you
all on this. Please. If you purchase something trom the Library, take the time to send the money in or get it to one of the officers
somehow Thanks.

If you've been looking for some of the disk cases like we had before, they should be available again tomight. Also, we should
be getting a large supply of disk in for the club so we can again have disk to sell to members along with skins and disk notchers

I've been bringing in each month, past i1ssues of RUN magazines for members to check out. Very tew persons have been
laking advantage of this feature so it has been decided to stop bringing these magazines to the meetings. If there 1s a magazine
you are looking for. call me ahead of time and | will bring 1t in. Besides having aimost every copy of RUN, we aiso have almost
every GAZETTE magazine and several AHOY!'s as well as varnous other old Commodore magazines

The Louisvilie Hamfest was October 1st and 2nd and your club had a table set-up there o let people know that we stili are here

lo serve them. Several club members manned the boolh showing programs and handing out tiyers. Just another way we are
attempting to reach out to our community to let it know that even if Commodore itself is playing dead, we are stili alive and going
strong

We had 41 persons present at the meeting in September, so this makes the second month in a row we've had over 40 persons
present at the meeting. | believe we had around 45 at the August meeting. We had one person join last month, and I've heard
tiom two other people that are intending to join this month. This is really good tor ail of us but we can‘t relax. We must constantly
find ways to reach as many of the Commodore users that are still out there. and there are hiterally hundreds out there in our area
alone. If you have any ideas on ways to get the word out about your club. lel us know

If you haven't been on the L.U.C.KY. BBs lately, you are really missing out. With some outside help and Dave's own
endeavers, several improvements have been made to our board Several new piclures have been added at vanous locations as
weli as some new areas added. CHECK IT OUT!

I cannot think of anything else to talk about at this point. so | guess | will end this discussion and move on to my next event
Remember. if you have any ideas for the club. let us know We can only be as good as you'll let us be ENJOY!
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SUPLER SNAPSHOT V5

INITIAL TIMPRESSION

by Denns Aeery

This wioath arks oy Gest amoversary as o meniber of the A C UG One
yeur ago 1 Angust I purchased my Commodore G G4 at o yardsale and m
September oted A C LGS been anamaang year whicl seems to have been
muore hkethres years packedimtoune Gettimg toknow the Commodore conpater

and collectimgg a Larly sizable hibvary ot soltware has hecwomterestmg and aogreat

fearnmmpgexpertence Thegreatestattaibuteolthe A CH G hesinthetadents and

varted mtevests of the mewbe s and then will wens o eatend a liclpiong ool

Lo the "new gy

AC.U G Tech Advisor, Chf Banrd, was kind enough to loan me as “Final

seterdge L and called to foltow wpon how Fhiked e Hiad been asing the Bpyx

“Fast Load” cartridge as a utilities ol and also to specd things ap with iy 15:01
dewves The “Final Cartridge H” was clever and had some very goud utility
tutctions, butallinall, Hound dovery combersome to usciand the simoant ol steps

required with the movusc or oy stick tumput disk commuds made things operate

aban excrucibimgly slow pace There were lots of bells and wlusties withont

much i theway of etiicient production Lexpressed theseconcerns to Chtand s

response was “Have you ever tricd the SS {Super Suapshot VS cartrudgey. 1
Junped at bus olter to gavet a tey and once agam, Uommodore cotaputing has
taken on another whole new dimension e capalality and ascalnlity The
totlowing descriptions are thuse o i new aser to Hue S5VS as Hus cartendpe s
comprehensive beyondiny abibities or know bedgelevel todate: TCs g to b i
to grow” o what this cavtndge cando Hereas what Pve found vat todiate

SUPER SNAUSHOT VS was designed and writen by Magcel LeBlnae and
Ren Snith, who
Lad The boaed layout for the SUPER SNAPSHOT wos done by Qualdity Cuaants
Manubacturmg, Lid. Also the dolks at Kracker Jax helpedan the developent of
the SUPER SNAPSHOT parameter and dish copier

re Cansdiims and Bave acompany called EMS Technolugies,

L]
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VA Feuiges a Coamodin

LSX64, 128 o 128D an the wl

meded i s capable ol usiug the ol
lowmg deives, 1588, 154000, 1541 E
1571, 1681, ar 15141 compatibles such
asthe FSD, Indus, Commander, MSH,
i S5V packag
S5VH cartradge, 20 an anstrncion
manual, 3) a SSV5 System Disk, 41 a
The S8V3 s

e indesign siccilis vpen- cuded

el aacludes 1

warrinty registration

and future apgrades t the cirtedge

canbedone casily andatavery reason-

able cost Future modules are pres-
catly vader development. and as
chianges and developments are made,
previoas buyees will be able o agulate
to the batest version, SOFTWARE
SUPPORTINTERNATIONAL, 2700
N Kol s
Vanconver, WAL J-a00 356117

handles the domeste support ol the

Andrescu Suite

cartrndge

Let’s plimgg 10 and ~ee s hiat v
Bave Lere Gilways Labuebosade g and
with the puwes of'1) O pow ening up

wo gel oo distinctn e sceen with the

“Suapshot,”

Disk Library
By Steve Grassman

foun

OPE A IO
Lackups beiny made

lo avout contuston please duect ad questions to
W Dibauy Asaastands il e ollwr g of Hin table

ALL DO RO BOUIR e Corarare o
s valt thmmiwze nusiakes o

Thark youst

fo ontc diskentes st Il e oider lonms
providend by e ibraty Acastnis
PRINT closuly the informaton g

tAike s you
st on the
s will <peeds dp e Wiy ol orders
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“Suapshot”

LMS Technologies logo i the background. A stadus line tells you tud “TURBO
DOS  custom Lastloader s on” Neat, six optiais are displayaed.

Set Up For Snapshot

sk Utihiies

Fostended Lite tuoduless

| SN Wil juonp to BASIC with b featares ciabilud

kg = Will exat to busic with all teatures turned off

Delete = Will go to BASIC wath all features cnabiled, hut will NOT eacente the

auto-bout sequence

AUTO BOOT! Yes, the SSVS allows you the uption to boot your Lavorite
progriuns on the 64 night from power-up gnsthike the Conunodore 128 Also, your
G4 will now support the BOOT conunand Oa the SYSTEM DISK 15 o program
vutitled BOOTSECTOR MAKER-siuply Tiad iond enn the fike and yoa wall b
prompred tomsert your target disk and lor the name of thie program that you wish
toauto-boot Press RETURN and aspedal command s wotten to track | sector
0 When tiashed, o message appears "BOOTSECTOR INSTALLED” the disk

1> now auto-bostable. Do not woery that a program will b overwntten as the

program checks tor thus. There are several ways toinvoke the awo-boot feature.
1) Pressing F7 ivom the opemng screen will exit to basic and the aato-bioot
seqaence will be it

Issting the BOOT connnand from BASIC

Do nothing-afier 60 sceoids anmternal tunee wall, in the abisenae of

34

anuther keystroke, exitto basicand boot Mo dish s in the dave expect

ahttde 1541 hewd knocking,
The Foption s the tirststep u the "Soapstiot” process This s thearcuver
portion ob the cartrndge ambis the most ellective imemory capture utihty un the
markettdomestuc o forago fowill produce o working copy ol any progrian that

1> entirely memory nlent-even uey progriuns that load e tiles after the

progriam has begun [t

1l saceessiully bicked ap The exceptions to
s thataredonglethey ) protected, sothis s wheresideone ol the SYSTEM
IHSK coimes mto play with KRACKER JAX pacamcters, and SHOTGHN U, tor
those “problem” programs

The F3option tuhes us " isk Utihities

pro|

“mena Here you have fone chonees
LFe System-The ile copier supports For 2drves of the types previously statd
The soaree and destimation drwes are selected using (he FUEFZ aond B4 keys
FS/I6 alliws you o check the dircctonies of the source sl destination drives
vespectively (Phe F7 key will Gike you to the FPLEE UTPHLETHES MENU whach
contams o NIRECTORY of 1 Uy selected devive, SOFTWIRE DEVICE
NUNBER, RENAME FILES, il SCRATCH FILES By pressing 18, you are
Caken tothe BUFFER CONTROL MENU where yoa candeternnne the amount
ot buiter that thie dide copaes s toase lron fone potentiat sources, dependag on
These ave COMPUTER RAM, C12s VIDEO RAM, KAR EX
PANDER tany sizet and 32K CARTRIDGE RANM . 2y DISK COPIERS Allows
7 Ky supponted HNTSBLEI-SSV
prompt you tosiser U e systenndishoand the mbblee iShatggon s loaded cand

U trom singleorduabileve versions DEPARAMETER COPVIER

cur

voug systein

torsingle ocdual drve copyig and s 7L Iwall

youcau then s,

OUTPUT

= The S5V5 gives the usual prompt o
insertthe KRACKERJAX parianeters
on the SYSTEM DISK

The FS option takes you to the
EXTENDED LIFEvoutnes Thiase
on continns L SNAPSHOT  The
actial arcluval section The g
start-upsoreenoptionouly pre-centig-
Thas 1> tully ox-
) SCRERN
COPY - A screen dump utihity which

ures the system

plamed an the manual

will dumip vietally anything tgraph-
s or textmcluding sprites! 1 you
have a color printer i wall give yon
dumps donem tallcolor Also youean
seleet sinall, mednm, or Linge soveen
S GAME MASTER - A aulny

wihich makes tough games o litthe

S1zes

caster The sub-options are.

1 SWAPJOYSTICK PORTS -
Allows you 1o swap without
nanu lly switelung juys=uck
purts

Y SPRITEKILLER

todhinable sprite collisions Wit

Allowayou

Hus sou can kbl G sprte o
sprite collisions, (i sprite 1o
background colhisionsoriciboth

4 SPRITE  RE-ENABLE
Tarus sputes previoasly s
wbled back o

4 JOYSTICKAUTOFIRE Do
stpned o save o s i figers
lor those games that requirc oo

tnuous pressiog ol the lire bat-

ton
5 INFINITELIVES  Neverrun
out ol that last player iggan!
The fourth oplion of the F5 EX

TENDED LIFE section as UTIHLETY
AMENU From e you can set ap lor
new spapahot Hills ey vttt
stvapshod ratterny Aoy oncanleno
nnne e sGdns of TURBO DO dhtd

toad and saves the tanction hes -t

the wedige Flere you can ek e

tories and seod disk commnaauds ta o

wat e tarpet disk, sorateh iles, et

There v esvape b Go e gl




sub wenu. Thedilth option contiins a

munber of manitors cestdent i the

SSVE cartrudge. These are
CODEINSPECTORVS

powertfal nadune Layaage mowtor

Avery

whose capstbilities e ket s dieinn
comne drie. It ablluws yoa to gointe the
program while it s running, check o
see what's gomg on, and lets you exit
after interrupung without corrupting
anything m memoryt

M/L. TRACK & SECTOR EDI.
TOR— tacluded in the monitor s the
capability toread AND writesectors to

anddrom a disk

DRIVE MONITOR --With this fea-
Lure youcanaeeess, exanne, or mudily

drwve mewnory

VIDEO RAMMONITOR—This new
addition o CODE INSPECTOR gives
you the abthity to exanune the €128
video RAM.

REUMONITOR --This supports ex-
st and work g with RAM ex-

(st uinta

SPRITEMONITOR

can view all the sprites o resident

Fromhereyou

wenry and theasave tondisk ur move
o ansther disk 1o replice an exist-

g spete

SAMPLE MONITOR (SOUND)
Allows you 1o capture sownl samples

tor use claewhere

CHARA R SET MONITOR

Allows you toscan memory for castom

character sets amd to save them as

chavicter aet liles

The  last wption, .
SNAPTERM o cartridge resident
tenmnal program whidhns avaddableat
e toach ol a button

The SSVA cartendge hus one ot the
best DOS wedges on the market The

functn keys are designed for conve-
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For example, by sounlta-

uconsly pressing the Conmmadore &
c/stop heys, the SSVS wall laad the
Talowd w

specitic file, you press FI3 for adiree

first progream on the disk

tory hustongs, then carsor up besade the
desirad hile cad then press Conuno-
dore-run/stop. This laauds the same as
typing LOAD “name”, 8, 1 Also 1
will load the lirst filean the disk eacept
that it luads as 1OAD "name”, 8 The
F2key shuws Lhe currentsetting ol the
Tunction Keys, which canche redelined
by the user. The Fi key gives a selec-
uve directory I you wanted to see
only files begmning with the letter
=5," you wonld press Fobamd then S
tollowed by RETURN. The 15 key
ruus the BASIC program in cmuory

16 15 o delete ol the next chinacter te
the night The P7 gaves o LIST of the
BASIC programammemory  Using I8
panps oue ntn the momtor section
FOACz s moves the curser to the
Flo G-t

ordercolor FHIC 199

bottom vl the sereen

changes the

Chamges e backgromd color The
SSVE lias a dile reader windh reids

BOTH program and scguenteal files

Just type "hame,” wh e s the

frle you wish to view This alse works
by typing F3 e get o dicectory, then
typing T over e iestnmber o the
tile size”e and then RETURN

The SSVH has TURBO DOS, o

foad enbiamcement which specds up

faad v on the 1541 and 1581 by as
mach as 45 tines, and savig s up 1o
Think that's anae-
g The SYSTEEM DISK contans
TOURBO S madales
Comvent SNAUSTIO N sigghe Whes asing
TURBO' 25 CONVERTER, winch

takes aboutaninute Aga, Uasonly

T tinea faster!

These anhities

worksonsigle hles These ilesaren
anoteatandard furmat soregula NOS
comminds donot work on then How

ever, on the SYSTEM DISK s
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TURBO 25 UTTHLITHES which alliw:,

you to mampala

these spectd hiles
The resultant speed s amaznyg; |

b

seal Large 1200 block 1 files

thiat normally take several munites ta
oad and an UL dormal Has Lakes
aboal six seemnds? REAL FASTE!
The SUPER SNAPSHOT V3 s
worth its weight in gold. 1 wauld like
toseeitincorporiate morein the way ot
wenu-drivencommands. Forexample,
you st send o speaal DOS com-
mand 1 order o format o disk
FNO: name, id). Without the manuald,
and lacking embudded instructions,

puninl

Uns could be tough to gt
However, thisisanunor iconveniience
gven the powerlul capadihties ot tis
very uscful cartrudge. ‘Try '
sure you will be impressed

“Author’s Note:

The mipetus behind writing this
review was the urging and kuad assis-
tance ol b Chiton Bawd Ths failing
health did pot deter b from spend -
g nany hours with e on the phone,
Lving e Lutorials on e SSVH Wit
s anzing to meas thi he did so oo
meory, as he was unable o use lous
computer. Hhs passing on Thursday,
Aagust 181, 1994 miarhs a great liss
of techimeal experience tor A C UG
but more unportaotly, o wan v he
veached aut with o helpang hand -

Wbl ss iy iend

Party and
Flea
Market Q
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