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WHAT OW EARARTH IS THIS?

We lcome +o the Midnite Software Gazette, arn off-—the-wzall publication
of the Central Illinois PET Users. (PET is a +trademark of Commodore
Business Machine Inc.8 It is our attemet to fill the wacuum in PET
reviews since the PET GAZETTE +folded a veazr ago. Until then, nearly
every available PET program was reviewesd quickly. Zince. lots of FET
rrograms have been offered for sale, but uvery few reviswsd. Some of the
new programs are VERY expensive. Who wants to spend #1096+ on & program
that may be Jjunk?

Who are we +to do the reuviews?...Just PET owners with lot=s of
software. JS5 has written some published reviews. The rest have other
writing experience. Between us, we have all models & warieties of FET
equipment, except the 32032. bWe want PETdom to prosker. Good software
will help. MWe will point vou to it, & steer wvou away from trash.

The Gazette is mailed FREE to 21l who send a3 self-addressed reply
enuve lope with two stames to this address:

Central IL PET Users

/o Jim Strasma

38328 Benton Dr.

Decatur . IL 52526

U.S.A.

{Querseas airmall postage for 1 oz. iz $A.52U.5.> If wvou want thes next
issue, send an extra envelope. He do not charge for subscriptions. e
also don™t turn down contributions.? MHWe will not notify vou of new
issues. As esach issue is done, we stuff it in the enuelopes on hand, &
mail them. Your job is to copyvy the newsletter for others! This should
ke a quarterly review, but 31l we guarantee is—it will be worth suwery
rerty vou peay for it!

Authors willing *o risk 3 review are invited to send in programs.
only wour reviewsr will see them. FET users are welcome to send guesst
reviens., Be honest & Ffair in  them. Keep them short, or thes 11 be
edited. IFf »ou hauve a program vou want to sell. but can™t see spending
$2.5908 Ffor a2 Full-page ad in Byte, we’ 11 reuview it For wou. IFf wour
program isn’t already aduvertized widely, we’ 11 inc lude wour address  or
rhone number in the rewiew so folks can order vour erograms. “This
isn't a come—on to build ouwr library. e hawve too many prograns
alreadsy !>

Our ey questions of a program are:s
17 Who can use 1it7
2> Does it work?

22 I=s it fun?

43 Does it do arnvthing importarnt?
5> Is it worth the cost?

&2 What don't the ads sawv?

In this Ffirst issue, the reviews are by Jim Strasma & Jim O0ldfield.
Later issues will inc lude offerinas from the rest of the oclub. A1l
reviews are  the opinion of the reviewer: like 21l humarn efforts, thes
may inc lude errorzs. Corrections are we locome.

YISICALC, #2838 from Personal Software. Protected. reedz 32k & disl.
This is a super program, as Aeple owners already krnow., I+ iz both
highly useful and fun to use. The instructions are the best ot Hell
wor-th the cost. My only gripe is that it uses = dumm FOM 3t $36068 %
runs out of memory too scon. A functional RFOM would leawe more memor:s
for dats. Otherwise, 1tz perfect. —-JS
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WORD PRO 2 & 3 #2008 & #3080 from Professional Software. Protected. 2
needs 18k. 3 needs 32. Both rneed disk. As most PET users know, this is
the other super program. PET word processing is second to none with
these. Both are very well documented. Use 2 for a areat letter. use 3
for anvthing longer. In regular use, either is worth its cost. 2 uses a
clummy ROM at $b8BA, 3= dummy is at $aP808. 3 has more commands than
Commodore has ROM sets. -JS

PROFILER, #1888 +From Intermountain Data. HNHeeds a disk. Claims to
maintain 1188 iles prer diskette, but only zbout 188 can be in the same

datakbase. Ho way would I pay this much for a 4k Basic database manager
with sequential +iles! -JS

JINSAM, #1568 & wpe, from Jini Microsvstems. Protected. Need=s 16k & a
disk. Hot +for DOS 2. The best available PET database manager. Yery
compe lete. LOTS of documentation. FAST random access +to 658 records.
Quer 1568k of well-written Basic programs, & add-on modules to do about
avervthing. Uses a dummy ROM at $90868. Current wversion talkkes some setup
& lots of disks. Hell worth it for serious uses. Far better than their
earlier JIHI databae, sold by the Computer Factory for #125. -JS

TALKING CALCULATOR, #15 +rom Programma International. Heeds 18k plus
second cassette buffer. Hot for Basic 4. A must for blind people, &
areat fun for kids. VYery recognizable speech. —-JS

BASIC PROGRAMMER"S TOOLKIT ROM, #58 & #3080, from Palc Alto ICs. Hot +for
Bazic 4.8.% Best known of all PET programs. Adds several wvital commands
to Basic. Irn ROM at $#b88A. Uses end of second cassette buffer. Fine
manual. If wvou write programs, vou need it! -JS

DISK-0-PRO, $75 +rom Skwles Electric Horks. Basic 2 only. Good
imitation of Basic #.89 for those who dont want +o throw out old
erograms. Has other added commands, notably beep, scroll & print-using.
4l ROM at $9@06. Compatible with Toolkit ROM. Software compeatible with
eroarams for Basic 4, unless they use machine— language ROM calls. Horks
even during program execution. Slows Basic 28-38% in use. Manual is too
brief. Has a +fair list of no-no’s. Ignoring some crashes Basic. Not
quite as good as having both Basic 2 and Basic 4. Like Basic 4, uses
most of second cassette buffer.-JS

EXTRAMON, #1535 from Programma International. Hot for Basic 1.% 2k SUPER
monitor. Does for machine— language what the Toolkit ROM does for Basic.
Lots of VERY useful added commands. 0K to exchange. —-JS

KRAM, #1868 from Computer Factory. Heeds a disk & 168k. Excellent & fast
random file manager. Fine manual. Comes with a simele mailing list
rrooram. Actually uwuses its ROM at $a32808. Can’t have multiple kevs to
the same data, a serious limitation in uses that need later sorting.
Alternative +o JINSAM for those who need to write their own programs.
=-JS

ASMATED . #58 from Eastern House Software. Best cassette-only assemb ler

commercially available. HMeeds 18k, Hot for disk#% or Basic 4. Printer
dr-iver auvailable on request. Versions availlable for most 6582
comeuters. Inc ludes rnearly every desirable command, sven conditional
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assembly & macros. Slightly confusing marnual. —-JS

MRE, #1778 +rom EHS. ASM/TED perfected. bell mated to disk & printer.
Heeds 322k. Mot +Ffor Basic 1. Good marnual. Includes LOTs of useful
accessory programs. The word processor moduls, included, is better than
Mord Pro 2 in many wars. Latest version is relocatable & compatible
with ASMATED tapes. Has its own user qoroupe (started by me after
reviewing MAE for COMPUTE. » —-JS

CBM ASSEMBLER PRCKAGE, 88 +rom Commodore. An excellent assemb ler .
=imi lar to MAE. Hot for cassette or Basic 1. Fine brisef marnual. Ho
macros. Handles high & low parts of labels better than MAE, & allows
reseting of program counter during assembly. Sends output to disk.
Heeds a srkecial loader to get it back in memorsy. —-JS

RABBIT, #$38 & $58. EHS. Basic 2 only. Buadrupeles the program loading
speed of PET s cassette. Auvailable on tape or in ROM. The ROM =sits at
$a36800. I+ that spot is free, get the ROM. It saves 48 seconds loading
Rabkit itself esach time »ou reset PET. Compeatible with Toolkit ROM.
Adds a well-done repeat key feature, hex—decimal cornuversion & 2 memors
tests to Basic. Least cost way to faster program loads. ROM wersion
uses part of second cassette buffer. Unfortunate ly, doesn’t speed upe
data files. -JS

FLAHMET MINERS, #15 +rom Avalon Hill. Intermediate compe lexity. Good game
of strategy and chance. Many variables to contend with. Your mission is
to ke the wezalthiest of 4 families, after explorina and mining the
lanets of our solar svstem. Figure on spending some time plaving, as
this game takes thought and elanning. —-JO

MIDWAY CAMPARIGH, #15, AH. Intermediate compe lexitwe. I+ wou like war
simulations, wou’ll enjov thiz one. Scaled wverszion of the Battle of
Midwayx betwsesrn the U.5. and Japasn during borld MHar II. The computer i=s
a touash opponent. I+ +takez charge of the Japanese forces, which
outnumber wowrs. As in FLAHET MIHERS, wou must read the well witten
instructions if vou expect to beat the computer. —-JO

HEARTZ 1.5, #1535 From Dvnacome. I+ wou need to have a card gams of
Hearts, then «ou’ 11 buv it: otherwise., don . —-J0O

GAMES PAC II, #1@, Dvnacompe. A collection of games, primarily of cards,
2.9. Acey Ouecy,. Crazy 87s. & small programs merqaed into 1 prograsm that
requires 15k, User groups have better uversions of these games, a2t a
better price. —-JO

PEHMY ARCADE. #$2 from Instant Software. Easwy. The only good program in
this collection of 8k games, is Solitare. Mith a little dressing ue.
it a2 good card game. To my knowledges, it s the only Solitare eroaram
avai lak le for the Pet. —-JO

MICROTHELLO, #18 from AR Computers. Challenging +o  impossible. For
anyvone  remotely interested in Othello, I recommernd this program.

Hritten in kasic and machine language, it i= FAST. Has &  lewsls of
plav. Forget lewvel 52 it'=z rnearly impossikle. You use a2 blinking cursor
to mowe, & vou watch the Fet analvze the bosed, while +thinking skhout

its mowves. It has many options bullt-in. You’ 11 endov plaving it. —-JO
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DATESTOMES oF REYH, #15 +From Automated Simulations. Intermediate
come lexite., The same concept used in this role playving game is used in
their other fine progeam,. "Teme le of Apshai”. The garaphics are adequate
byt slow. 1it7=s all in real time, which malkes for a good game. I+ wou
cani™t  afford "Temele",. then buy "Datestones", & sauve some more ftor the
rest of A.5. = fantasy role plaving azames. —J0

Mow for a couple of hardware reviews:

THE BASIC SHITCH, #1368 & uke, from Computer Center of South Bend. For
those uwpgrading to either Basic 2 or Basic 4. Flips quickly & sasily
ketwesrn 2 wersions of Basic. Includes an extra socket for the Toolkit
or whatever. Instructiconzs for the uparade to 4.6 are sparse so far. The
khest wax to 90 to 4.8, if wou can afford it. Too kad it doesn™t  also
flip the other two ROM sockets. -JIS

DIAL-A-ROM, $22 & wup, from Hobatelk Svstems Ltd. The best znswer o the
rash of rmew ROM prov-ams for- FPET, & protection ROMs uwused in other
Eprogramns.  Switches  instant v betwsen & REOMs at any one address. Comes
in & werw nice case chat sits next to FET. Haz a lite to =show FET  is
o, e lus an ondoff switch wou’d be better off without., -J5

L

u‘n

FLIF SORT., #$35 From Guiet Desigrns. a wvery pretty disk orqganizer, in
static-resistant smobked ewlastic. Includes a built—in carrving ridge &
internal diuviders. Said +tao hold 68 disks, but 28 i= akout tops for
rread lar use. Much sasier to use than anvthing else I 7we ssen. —JI5

That's it for this first issue. Hoticse e left out programs by
S——kKevsortZ, Supsrsortl.l., & the ASMATED User Groue disks U1-U3,
Conflict of interest keeps us from reviewing ourse lues. Arn outsides
Fregiem wong Id be OF.L

a=t words...  J537=s rumor mill reports that Commodore has a 26k PET.
CThat s nothind. ..Fred Hambrecht has a 48k FPET...with time—sharing!

_T

¥=Some FET ownsrzs hawve found ways around these limitations in programs.
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