Hello Everyone,

I shall
My name is Jan Van De Belt. 1If

introduce my

self.

LOMMODRORE

A
THE EDITOR'S DESK
7/5/90
As editor of the *DESPATCH
DISK? I would appreciate some,
assistance from other club members

you wish you can call me John . I am
a new member who wisely or unwisely,
have accepted the postion of editor.
I will attempt to do my best to
fulfil the duties as well as Terry
Pitt-(former editor).

I hope that my
limited skills, experience and
knowledge of the C64 will be of some
use to the club. Please bear with me,
any mistakes I might make doing the
newsletters as this is my first
attempt of doing anything like this.

had a Cb64
for the past three to four years, I
have only Jjust got the disk drive
last August. It beats waiting for the
data cassette to load programs, you
could almost take a holiday waiting
for long programs to load. A printer
was obtained a few months later, then
up graded to the present outfit.

I have

I will probably be
experimenting with layouts, fonts and
until I get a
moment

programs (sof tware)
satisfactory result. At the
I’m using GEOS and TASWORD.

SUEJECT

Editor’s Desk
Georam

Welcome Note

Note Of Thanks
Joystick Pad
Problem Page
Dispatch disk Notes

DO wWwwN =

in the form of Feedback, on what vyou
think about the newsletter eg: -
Layouts, Articles, Contents, Emphasis,
(Over or under of topics).

Any feedback (good or bad) on any of
the above would be very helpful.

ARTICLES!, What are ARTICLES?.
Articles are written subject matter of

various topics, enhanced by
occassionaly graphics (if desired).
Submitted by Members, Committee

Members or Interested parties.

The ARTICLE could even be a
photo copy of an item that could be of
interest to the <club. Plus Acticles
could be any of the listed: -

1)LETTERS TO EDITOR. (good or bad).

2)REVIEWS (C64/128). Items eg.Games;
Books, Cartridges ETC.

3)CLASSIFIED ADS. (Its free to

advertise).
4)QUESTIONS. About (hardware and
software) or problems you are
having (even anonymnous ). .

If we recive enough problems
and questions, we could even start a

mgy problem solving column., Any form of
"W assistance, as above or otherwise will

be greatly welcomed and appreciated.

>REMEMBER It’s yvour NEWSLETTER® !,
so any input will improve it.

Ideas
my wife

To submit any Material,
or assistance CONTACT Me or
{(Christine) at :-

12 ALEXIS ST
CHRISTIE DOWNS
S.A. 5164

PH. 3828660.

JAN VAN DE BELT - EDITOR.



" GEFORAM

Last month, I gave gyou a news flash about GEORAI - an additional 512k of memory for
the C-64 whilst in GEOS mode. Nlow I have been able to get hold of some comments by
an actual owner/user in the U.5.

He writes:

“f gge Geog V28 GeoPaint and GeoWrile apd GeoFublizh a lof. With lhe increased
azage, [ neaded more speed. The Commodore BXT 'y for the 128 are almost impossible to
fod and fhoogh [ know of vne company faaf oifors one, the cosi iz about FJ200.
Racently, Perkeleg inirodoced {Aeir own memory expangion called GFoRAM. It
provides a 331k ram disk for GEGS 128 The R4l gaif is SIZk. The cost iz JI25 plas
Fhipping. [Fordered opne in carly December and received it jozt bafore CArisimas.

I received the followving package: The GEORAM wnif, which isg aboot 6 Inches long and 3
172 inches wide 4 pew ggzsfem GECS 2.0 disk and back ap vith GECS 28 on vpe side and
GECS 5f on the other, and a wser manwal. The agnit plogs info the carfridge porf. Fow
muzf gye the nev sgglem Jdisk for boofing GEOS az if containg the goffvare on it to ron
the GEORAM wpnif PBerkeley sags, and I goofe “Thiz version of thep sgstem disk iz
fonctionally idenfical to GEOS 20 and the deskfop 2.2 shipped on it is iden tical to the
one in the GEOS 20 package, so gow can leave the deskTop on all gour vork digks. e
contigure program Is differenf, and mast raplace the conligure programs o gour
work Jrgks”.

It iz wnpecessary fo by a mors powvertal external pover saupply o ase GECRAIN vith
the C--54 az if iz vith Commodors RXY gnits I again quote - “The GECREAD is designad
gsing onlyg bigh speed CIICS fechnology, inclading ithe RAllls, making the power
regeiemenfs guite small 4n esxternal powver sgpply wpgrade is gopecessary. Tae
fotal average carrenf drain is about S0ma”.

Keep rn mind that GEORAD onlg works for GEQS FBuf, for Geos It works jast like a
Cominadore BED. Since I had paver ggod a BED, and I kosv a cleb member bhad one and
gzed GECS, [ asked him for saggestions. Bere iz vhat [ ended op doing, with bis help. [
made gp a disk wifh fBs dogklop, GeoPaint and some graphics on it I made op
apothar disk with the deskfop, GeoWrile, GeoSpell, the Dictionary and some fonts I
oye. SEtill a third disk iz made gp of the Jogskfop, GeoPuablish, Geofile and a fev mega
fonty. To writs a Ieffer, for example, and wse GeoWrite, I first boot GEFOS with the new
boot digk. I remove if and pef in the sacond digk as menliopnad above. Then I copy from
that disk fo Ehe GECRAM the files I wvanf fo oxe. This iz jost Iike copyging from one
drive to apnother, az the BADR! acly Ifke a disk drive, buf mach mech fagfer. I mayg copy
all, or only cerfain files, depending vn my neads. Dov I'm ready fo write mygletler. I
gga the GECRAIM fo wrife Fhe Iollar and if if iz more than a page, I copy the lelfer to
an aclual disk drive novw and then. This ig in cage povwer iz logf or some other problem
occurs whils writing (he letter. If powver fg losf or gor furn off the computer,
evergthing is lost in the GEORAM ax if iz in a REY. Youw will notice guite a difference
even writing a letter {chapging fonts, fgpe stgles, page fo page’ and other things
while wsing the B4l Buf the biggest differepcs in speed i3 in wse of GeoFaint or
GapFublish. The redraving of the screen in those fwvo applicalions is very fast. I'm
sorry fo sayg that the R4 doesn’t speed mp the priniing in GeoFPublish, as it Is
program bognd.

I'm verg pleased with fhe onif and am bappy [ bowght it I woold offer (his
recommendaltion. If gog wse GECS guite a bit, I would suggest gow congider one. If gow
are a pov and fhen gser, Fhen gog will bave to consider Fhe cogf against Ehe gpaad ap.
Koap in mind, gor can do oo mors with GECS with it as gog do vithout it Spead is the
major benetit. I gnderstand Ferkeleyg is boping thfisy vill cagse othor goftwars hoogges
fo wrifa goma GEOS fgpe programs, thoy fncreasing (he valwe of GECS, and of capga
axfanding the Iife of por wondarsfal Iitlle compuatfars [ for ons hope fhag are right ~

To dale, I have not located an Australian supplier for GEORAIN, but I am keeping my
eges ond ears open.

Article prepared by Jeff Careyg
and prt into GeoVrite ¥2.1 by Rosa Edwardse



A WELCOME NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Just a note 10 welcome some new members 10 the Club and Clomumnittee. It was seven months
ago that the new Comrnittes wres fonned | . . oonformnately it conzisted of a BEIG 5, President,
Treazurer and Librarian  There were many hardahips and problems due 1o the lack of knowring what
the procedures were, ¥We Thres Musketeers stfugled through I had o bluff moy wray thoough being
Prezident and temporay Secretary, Teiry was a Treasurer without the books for a while and many
zleepless nizght Editor w#hile Jeff hasving to cope writh being the Libracan wwho stmgzled on writh the -
Cratalogueing and Previewing Public Dosnain disks, magszines, et for the libeary a2 well az
supplying an artcle for each mornths newsletter

Fowr wme hase a better equiped tearm 10 handle the tasks after holding a Mid Terom Cormondttes
Election, we almost have a full house, | ; '

I nowe weloome 1o the Clommitiee Michael Tippins a2 Secretary, Tony Heard as T:eas1u‘er and
Jan Wan De Belt as this and hopefully other Dispawch Disk EditSr.  #ome of these people are throwm
in wnaniciated, as 1o the fact that one of them came 10 the last meeting as a visitor for the fivst tioe and
hefors the week 13 ot becomes a fully fledged Covamittee Member  To these and other new
members includeing those who maw be joining up ﬁrdght, I give won a Heanty WELCOME and thandk
Cwom for joining. I would also like to congratulate Rod Gaszon on the article in THE AR TRALIAL
COMMODORE REVIEW, Aprl edition on Jiffy Doz Update for Coders. Upon reading his article I
am 20ld on the idea of doing the vpgrade 1w e 26 and Disk Drive if I had the cash o do s0. To

ansaone who wants o koow more ahout it in detadl zee Rod.

Robert Cloostenman

vookebeobobebibibohtek et bbb bk ok bbbk bbbk ook ok dobodobobobobodokboksekekobodokobib bododobobebodboksbob ok bedobiobibodobobebedadog:

Nete ©F Tihamlks

I wroudd like to take this opportunity 1o thenk Ternme Pitt for the big effort he has put into the
Hewrsletters { Dispatch Disk b since he had ellected himmself wnkoowringly as the Editor last Ootober |
Howember .

To thoze who don' t konow him too weell, he was also the Treaaurer wwhen he was not borming the
midaight oil on the newrsletters. Theough the 3iv months of Terrw being on the Cormmittes staff he
made mangy changes to the DDy starting with the editoral done on Hewsroom o doing it with
OB V2 We all noted the improsreimnents a8 well a8 learndng a lotmore io the execution of thess
progras. I have no doubt that Ternry wnill keep in contact with ws and give vs updates and other
editorialz wwhich might proswe handw to the club after all he iz onlw a mere 5 hour drise foom Adelaide.
i Monnt Gaonbier

Con behalf of the Cognrndttes and other members T wrould lke to weish Termy and his Family a1 the
beat for the futoe and hope that wre ey 2ee hin et a meeting in the near futore, ) .

Robert Cloostenian



- Page 4

SHOMVES VI 1g
J D/ D)

CNSTICTon amicle has been subnitted
for T]'.LF' vse in place of a Jowstick on programs
such az Mewzroom ¢ Prontshop ¢ Pdotmaster or
anything requiring accurate contiol of a jovstck
Basically it is a smell box with momentacy On
buttons for Left, Right, Up, Dovwn snd Fire or
Retumn and & slide switch for Fire ¢ Return hold
o with & recent update addition for disgonals
ie: left+up, right+up, left+dowm, rght+down ),

The constroction and cost of the uait depends
on how accurate or fussy sou want to be.  The
prototype cost about F9 - 310, the wpdated
version was approx. $17 - $18, even thovgh
the price iz more than a CHEAP jowstc, I
beleive that it will outlast 2 or 3 cheapies and you
will get a lot more enjovment out of it in ma}r..mb
it and wsing it

CIDOGG =3
e o

it

Jow—Fad.

CONSTRWETIOIL

The degres of difficulty o build this wndt
will depend on what type of switches vou vse.
I vsed printed circuit bosrd mounted swritches
which meant thew had 1o be movnted on copper
Plated stip bvoard and acewrately movated so the
buttons protode theough the twop of the control
Parmel A essier weay woold be to ddll Powm
holes and mounting small poush baton switches
through these holes with & noat and then soldedng
the wires on the backs of the push burtons. 1 slso
used a slide swich for the "Fire om Hold" bt
a mind toggle switch iz once again easier 1o
movat  The Diodes for the disgonsls and the
wireing would be next  Follow the Creuit
Disgram for the wirdng colowrs and pin
Placement ar the 9 pin aocket

_Simltaneonsly
-derno’

G the push bution switches are in place it is
just a mater of soldering the wrires in place and
connecting the 9 pin socket 1o the other end,
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& Tast rndnute update cn the Jow-FPad was o
Place another 9 pin plug onto the hox 2o ou
could get the nse of bath, Jow-Fad and Jowstick
For  fucher inforrmation aod
s see Rob, .

Thiz iz the pin wireing for the 9 pin socket

and plug.
1 ] Switchtes 1 t;E‘J g are*._ N
o oo wmomantars T ntacts
T Switoh 10 is 2 SPST slide
=] a3 switch. .
9 Pin Dicdes 1 to & are 1H914.
Socket Cable usad is B core.
= 1
9 pin Plugs and Sockets -
as tn::we-:l from the Eack. " Tl
= =
2 PFin
Flug

The 9
showm

pin Flug's mumbering is

Eelow 13 the Wireing Mumbering and Calour
Code for the Josw-Pad.
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ood luck and happy computioy .
Robest Clooaterm@, . ... Prezident



Are you having any problems?, such as SOFTWARE, EG:- Programs,
Processors, Games, Art, etc. Plus getting the programs to run or how they work
and any problems you have using the programs.

HARDWARE, EG:~ Printers, Disk Drives, Keyboards, Mouse, etc, Plus
any quires on goes better with what and how does it work.
PROGRANMING, EG:- Basic, Machine Language and programing problems.
Or any other problems wou might be experiencing with the Cs4/128,plus
suggestions for future WORKSHOPS and DEMONSTRATIONS.

(2)

(3)



COMMITTEE 1989-390

President R. Cloosterman 382-0781
Secretary M. Tippins 381-3181
Treasurer A. Heard 085 56-5828

Assistants Still required(interested)
Newsletter ED. J.Van De Belt 382-8660
Librarian J. Carey 294-8447

libraries are
meeting from

Our Disk and Magazine
open at each general
7:30pm.

If you have any contributions for the
newsletter, see Rob, Jeff or Jan.

NEXT T

Our next general meeting will be
held on the 20TH JUNE 1990 7:30pm.
SUBJECT :- C64/128 PROBLEMS (Workshop)
Bring in your computor for better
access and time for your problems.
LOCATION :- Meetings are held in the
house behind the Salvation Army Hall
at 186 Elizabeth Rd. in Morphett
Vale, just in from Beach Rd.

MEETING RULES

1) NO SMOKING
2) NO DRINKING
3) NO SWEARING

Though the generousity of the
Salvation Army, we are allowed to use

the facilities in this house, in
return for which we give them a
relatively small donation. We ask for

your co-operation in respect to the
above.

While we conot control what people do
away from our club meetings, Piracy
of copyright material cannot be
condoned at our meetings.

DISCLAIMER
The views expressed in this
newsletter are those of the writers,

and are not neccessarily those of the
club’s committee or members.

The use of the word COMMODORE™ in no
way implies any connection with any
organisation bearing that name.

No part of “THE DISPATCH DISK” may be
copied or reproduced in any way
without the written permission of the
committee and the author.

W

ASSISTANCE REQUIRED -THE CLUB

STILL
NEEDS THE ASSISTANCE OF SEVERAL MEMBERS
IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS: -
1)128 Disk and book librarian
2)Newsletter contributions

3)Expert Register. PLEASE help us to
help others with their problems.
DEMONSTRATION TOPICS -If you have any
requests for topics you would 1like to
see demonstrated, speak up. Even, if it
has already been done and you missed
it, let us know. If there is reasonable
interest, it can probably be repeated.

FUTURE MEETINGS -Help us to spread the

word of our existence. Write out some
small notices and place them where
people will see them. Your local
supermarket usually has a notice board

as do some Newsagencies and Delis.

PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE - We have a
large range of PUBLIC DOMAIN software
for sale through our library. Prices
start at $2.00 per disk which
represents very good value. Catalogue
disks are also available for only $1.00

See Jeff at tonight’s meeting
for any enquires.
CHEAP DISKS -How much do you pay for
your blank disks?. The club 1is hoping
to make a bulk purchase of disks to
help members save some money. It is
anticipated that the purchase price

(to MEMBERS) will be around 70 cents
per disk.If you are interested in
puschasing some, see Rob at tonight’s
meeting.

MEMBERSHIP FEES

The scale of membership fees for this
year will be as follows : -
Joining Fee for new members $5.00
Membership fee (to A.G.M) $5.00
All pervious members who have not
renewed their membership are
unfinancial and will have to rejoin

the club and pay the joining fee again,
in order to add items to the club’s
disk and magazine 1libraries, we need
money, soO please pay up promptly.



