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FROM THE EDITOR

l-delcome to the 4dth edition of the "DISPATCH
DISK" that | have written. A you may have
already noticed, there hawve been more cnanges this
rnonth, the most notable being the differaent
typestyle. This has occuired as a result of the uss
of GEOS. instead of “THE MEWSROODMT as in the
past.  “THE MEWSROOMM" had a big aduantage when
| first storted putting the newsieiier ogeiher as il
Editor — SIMPLICITY.  Using it was quite easy, but
the more | used it, the more ! became aware of
its limitations. For exampie you can't fine up
colurnns because there are no tobs: Yoo con't link
panels when editing articles etc. | commmentad on
these things in My first issue. (Mow S92

These restrictions have now been lifted by
the use of GEGS and iAiiters borkshop which
includes geolIRITE UZA, and we now hawe auailable
to us a far more flexible wordprocessing package.
Some of its features inciude -

% fdjustable macgine on both sides

¥ Up to § tab stops individually adjustable

¥ Left, right, centie o¢ full justification

¥ A large selaction of fonts which con be
used anygushere in the docurnent

% A choice of styles for these fonts including
Boid. fote, BELIDE. Undudine and Plain.

Also availoble but as uet unused Chy med s
a GRAPHICE GRABBER, which will enable me to copy
graphics from prograrns such as "THE PRIMTSHOPR®,
“PRIMTRASTER” and "THE MELSROOPM" for e in
aiticles. There iz also o TEXT GRABBER for copuying
text from other wordprocessing packoges,

In future issues, becquze tirne didn't allow it
thiz isszue, | intend o use another program in the
GEDS range, g9eoPUBLISH, to produce the newslatter.
Thiz prograrn will take text created in gecllRITE o=
well as pictures from geoPAINT and combine them
into a complat: pewslatter in one run theough the
printer.  Keep watching next month.

| would fike to take this opportunity o
thank Jleff Carey for hiz continued suppot of the
“"BISPATCH DISK™ by wany of his criicles "LIBRARY
NELIS". & lot of time is spent prepaiing this
newsletter, and a prepared article zuch as leff
subrnits can help to reduce the workiond and is
much appreciated.  Apait fromn articlas by roygeelf,
Jaff, Rob Cloosterman and Ross Edwards, there has
been nothing else, so how about some other
members of the club contributing something. It
doesn't need o be much,  lith the change to
GEOS, a program most paople will howe occass o

you should be abkle to contribute sornething in o
campatible formm which will not nesd  cetyping.
Llant some ideas¥ How obout the following.

12 Lletters to the editor, complimentary or
otherwizea.

23 orewiz:u of o gorns. book, cortridge,
joystick, panter, modern, monitor 2t IF it relates
ro C—6d or C-128 cornpubers, send it in

I @ photocopy of on article that you enjoyed,
found interesting or uzeful etc.  In the constitution
of the club, one of o aims is to disribute
information to members. Finoncially, | can’t afford
to buy ewery C-6<4 and C-128 magazine but
bebwesn us all we probably do. 5o help us o
share the knowledgs around.

41 An easy one. A clossified ad. A present
oy newsletter is onby read b members, but oo
newer knows what is wanbed o available out there
until you try. The best part abouot these ads iz tha
they are FREE!

31 guestions abouil hardware o Softuarne
pioblarns that you oy be howving,  Someons in
the club will probably e able o help you out, but
gou hawe tooask first, e will also acecept
qnonumoes questions if gou are foo embarrassed
fo pub gour nanee Bo thern.

In closing, | would appreciate any feedback,
good o bod about the newsletter.  Carmmnents
about layout, contents, ower or underemphasis of
aryy topics can all help 1o airn the newsletter when
you want.  Remembar though, the best way o ses
an aiticle on your favouwrite topic is to write it
yourzelf and subrnic it for publication.

Regards Tery Pitt Editor

PE. ldhen subritting roaterdal for inclusion in the
newsiaiiar, piease put it on an empiy disk with o
second copy as backup, just in case. Call them
"ERTICLE” and "ARTICLE B-UR” so that | know what
they are. Send them to me, sacurely pocked, at
12 TiHD&LL CRES.
SHEIDOI PARK
5.0A. 5158
You may also leave them foo e o
Moariunga MLED. with my name on them.  Australic
Post make suitoble protective pockages ond both
disk and poackage will be returned o you at the
next club meeting,
Small itemns such as clossified ads can be
given to me over the phone on -
381-3216 after §:98 in the avenings



LIBRARY
NEWS

HAGAZINE LIBRARY RITLES

There iz no charge for borrowing
ragazines from the Club Moagozine Librong buot
borrowers must be paid up members for 19928
Check out the rmagazines held by the Liboadion and
if you want to borrow oney put your receipt
number on the borowing ship.

Because Library stock iz extrernely lirmited
at this stage, only one magazine per family per
month can be borowead.

Loan:s are for o OME month period and o
! fine will be imposad if the magazine is not
returned ab the next peeting. IF gog are unable o
attend, please contact a Commmittee mermnber to
make alternative arrongemenis.

Those of you who look tonight ot the
meating will find that there is MO “2E Lbomy™ This
is becausze there were no wolunteers o cary out
this srall tosk. It is a personal protest by your
ovenworked & ouerlooded &4 Disk & Magozine
Librarion'. Mo wolunteers - Mo Library!

If you would care to assist in owvercoming
rmy personal protest by becorming 128 Libeardan’. the
tasks are really srnall. Your duties will inuclue
bringing the 128 PD Disk Library to mestings so that
disks can be copied. At your leisure, you ron ol
the PO programs in the Libimry to ensuee that they
do run and prepare o brief description of what the
programs do so that we can include it in the
Library Mews.

Of cowse | e would wieloorme gouwr
attendance at Club Executive mestings. usually heid
in the week pricy to the rmaoin meesting bur this s
not eszential.  Cornmnittee mestings are more fun
than business becouse aiter the formnol business is
complete, we talk on about owr computers ond our
problermns - and atfter all izn't that what being a
member of a cormputing club iz ol aboukt

The adwantage of being 122 Disk Libearion’
it that you get to try out all the new disks before
anyone alse, )

Uolunteers prepared to assist in thiz area
should contact Jeff Corey ot the meeting tonight or
on 294-8447 {and don’t be scared off by the
answering machine - | do ring back!,

After last month's GEOS derno, you may
be interested in the GEOQ: PD Disk which we hawe in
the Library. Although | hoven't had the chance to
run it personally, | con note the following from the
directory printout:

28 Font Files for uze with GEOWRITE
‘Graphics Grabbed & ™erge Upgrodes®

A soreen durnp utility

Twio gamnes for use under GEOS iz,
Yahtzea & Biock Jack

‘GEODIRPRIMT - which presents on
excellent printout of your GEOS disk
directories,

The dizk iz only 32 from the Disk Librarian

LIERARY NEWS - MARCH

Many thanks o dohn bright who gave u
the oppoctunity to add 27 sides of Educational PD
fisks t2 owur Library.  Other than that, things hawe
been prethy quiet thiz rmonth - the Treasurer has
dpplied G ban 0o el purchases of magazines, eb
until the bank balance gets better — zo join up or
poy up zoon pleasze.

Jeff Carey — Librarion

1998 QGEHDA

For all members interested in future club
sgenis, Ui present on outliine of possible topics
and ewvents for 1998,

12 & Trading Table ot which we all can buy
and sell computer hardware, original | software,
rnonitors, lends, disk drives o onything that might
ke uzeful o someons else,

22 Printzhop and Printmoster demonsteation -
The adwantage:s and dizadwontages of both
proagrams can e cormpored. and any problermns the
rmambers moy be howving can be looked at

3} An introduction to Dotobases. A look
Superbase and discussion of the operation and
termireslogy involued,

43 How to play Aduenture and Strategy Garne
rMember porticipation will be neesded and qratefully
be appreciated.

51 Bulietin Boarding and the use of a MODEM

&3 Problermn lHorkshop - This ewvening is for
thoze who are hauving any problemsz with their
cornputers. Group participation i encouwraged so
that we can rectify problents ond learm someething
auisEias

T3 Machine Longuage - Show the aduantages
of Machine Longuage and what it can do for you
once you learn how o uze it

23 Adultz Garne Might - & pight for oduls to
hawe a go ot some games without the Kids
showing you how to do i, This s BOT an (R
Bared gormes ewvening |

i angone can help with any of the aboue
demonstrations PLESSE let one of us know. The
rnore pacticipation we hawe, the more enjoyable
the ewvenings will be.

A zuggestion has been mode about the
pozzibility of holding THO meetings per month,
possibly the Second Tuesday and Fourth lWednesda
of each rmonth. This could prowe baneficial to
thoze mermbers who hawve other comraitrments on
I-led. eveningz. If you hows any wiewss on this
matter, please let us knpowr at topights meeting.



DISE CATALQCGUE

MANAGER ! REPORTER

Written by RAY MARTIN
OO M AR is 0 wery versatiie and  pouserful
disk cataloguing progrom that sl rernains simple o
uge.  Below are fisted fome of itz more natable
features:

1 A name fila capacity of 2188 antries with
each entry composed of o 16 position name and a
4 position 10 code,

3 Dynamic recognition of ¢ 1541 or 1571 disk
drivves ot progoarm stactup, The disk drive osed o
load this programn will be established as the default
device for the loading and zowing of name files,  If
—another disk drive with a different addrezs bebween
88 and 1 is detected, then it will be established as
the default dewvice for 003 cormmands and the
capturing of directony entries.  These startup defoulis
may be ouverdden ab any time.

32 Copturing of nomes from o disk divectony is
unique in that all nrmoss are read into o temnporary
mernory ared wiherne gou may revisl, modify.
discard and re-instate name: 0s moany tmes as
needed before appending to your name file in
computer memoiy.

) Full soreen aditing iz perhops the rost
notable feature of this program. 18 soreen lines
form o window during the editing proce:ss cormmon
to both capture of normes and reviewr of pames file
entrigs in compiater mermory, The Ccursor oy De
freely mowed within the window area,
o micdify entries o signol thelr delsticn, The
cursor may also be used to soroil the window area
up or down through the nom=:s. Function Begs FS
and F7 allow you to page up and down one
window at a timne.  For conwvenience, sciolling and
paging keys auto-repeat

3) Mames can be added from the keyboard
although capture of names from directories will

probably account for mmost of the entries in a name

fiia.

£ The reuview of roames in the window aren
can be restricted by the leading characters you
enter for either the narme o D fieid. The I0 field is
4 positions and by keying all 4 positions. only
names with that 10 will be shown in the windoos
arad.

72 A name file in computer memory con be
sorted by naome or 10

8) A nome file in computer memony can be
printed in 3 column formmat, and i gour printer
supports condensed print (136 colurnns), gyou con
print & colurmns of nome and 1D per page.

93 A DOS roodule is present =0 that you can
issue disk and directory commands in the same
format as the DOS 51 wedqge.

18) Except for the documentation ond printer
setup programs, coding is 188 rachine language
for faster execution.

RETTING SYQRTED
DCM.AR. iz LOAD "DCMRTS {RETURMS
initinted by ¢ RUM (RETURM:

lhen presented with the initial screen, press
T ta continue loading, P for printer setup o D
for instructions.

allouwning wou

H3HNE D C M R
Listed bDelous ane fhe main mend tems os
they appear on the screen:-—
A2 TYPE ME MAMES FROM KEYBCARD
B3 ADD MEW MAMES FROM DISKETTE
T3 DISPLAY ALLASELECTIVE  {LJITH
FULL SCREEM EDITIMG & DELETIMG)
0 30RT BY MAME OR ID
Ex PRIMT LITH 3 OR & COLUMNS
Fi LOAD & FILE-3TART & ME FILE
53 ZAUE A FILE TO DISK
H) CHAMGE Al 1D
i DMSK DIRECTORY & DOS COMPMAMNDS
oo
Cptions A & B are the main means of
entering program names into the naome file:— from
the keybooard or frorn the disk directories.
Option C allows you o reviews the name i
on the screen in a wvariety of different waoys -

1 SHOW ALL EMTRIES STARTIMNG AT TOP
¢ SHOWL ALl ENTRIES STARTIMNG AT BOTTOM
3 SHOLD ALL EMNTRIES STARTIMG AT MNAME

WOl EMTER
RESTRICT SHOI-l OF EMTRIES BY MAME
5 REETRICT SHOW! OF EMTRIES BY 1D

irhien suppiging 0 nanee o [0, you oy key in aill
or 0z many leading positions as uou like.

Option D iz the soer joutine and you are
prompted to enter either '™ for name sort o 1 fe
I code zort.

the peint aption ard gog will b
wupply 0 number of detaiis such as
i oo Full page. mrish per poge, o hirmns
per page, padse ob end of n:m_h poge,. date and
title of thiz update.

Option F is used to load an old file or
change files. If changes hawve been made, you w
be prompted to sowe yowr updated version,

Option G first prompts you to enter the tith
and date to be sawed with the file. You are ther
requested to enter a file name and a target disk
drinez number, after which the file will be saued.

Option H allowws wou o alter the 4 positior
I code. Upon completion, you will be shown q
count of the s changed.

Oprion | allows you o send DOS commanc
to bhe disk drives, eqg @3 = directory, @5 - serate
B — walidate ete. 8 oalso allows you to change
dewice numbers by zoftuware,

Gption 1 allows you (o return to basic, I
you howve made changes to your file, you will be
prompted b rezave an updoted wersion.

EDITING

l-dhen aditing, the top of the scresn will
shiows the following -

REVERSE MNAMES ARE DISCARDED. . . TOGGLE

USIMG CTRL-D (1 MAME). CTRL-5 (SCREEM).

CTRL-F IJHEM FIMISHED: CTRL-A TQ ABORT

CTRL-H FOR HELP; 8686 EMTRIES (2188)MAK
Mote that the deletion of reverse video names
does not ocew until the name is serolled off the
sereen.  Singhe entries are toggled using CTRL-D
wihile the screen is toggled using CTRL-5. The
{HOMEY key hos the sarme effect also,

CTRL-A1 and CTRL-F both return you to the
rociin rreny, the difference being thot CTRL-A leaue
any OM-SCREEM alterations incormplete wharedas
CTRL~F completes tham,, Terry Pity

WiOn £ s

F'*‘ wnpked to




SUPFRCAT
by CORNUCODIA SOFTWARE

LRI T
MHVIHI- T

A FUPFEE UTILITY 1%
JIHA b N

Cornycopia
-.' L iEN, AN &nm&l‘l'

Supercat is a menu driven disk cataloging program that has the cacity to catalog up to 640 disks.

First you must create a Master Directory Disk This must be done using Supercat Once the directory
disk has been created you are ready to catalog ynur disks. Select Build Master Directory and after the
program has loaded place your first disk to be catsloged into the drive. The directory of that disk is then
loaded into the computer memory and displayed onto the screen. Using the cursor keys move the cursor
0 the first program that you wish to place into your directory and then press the space bar. This action
highlights that program for placing on your directory disk If the program isn't the correct name then
press F7. A new screen appears with the name of the program in a [ ] ard a similar blank area
below with a flashing cursor. Type in the name that you wish to call the program and press return The
original pame has now gone and the new one has taken its place. Please note your own disk is still
untouched. When all the programs have been highlighted the remove your disk and place the Master
Directory Disk in the drive and press F1. You will be asked for the disk number. If you cannot remember
what is the next number press + (return) and the next available number will appear on the screen

After you have put several disk into your Directory you will want a hard copy of it This requires the
creation of a Catsort disk. At the main menu press F5 to create your Catsort disk. This can be any disk
that has nothing of value on it The disk will be reformated but after you have printed your directory it
can be formated again used for anything that you wish When the Catsort disk is ready the program will
transfer required information from the Master Directory Disk to the Catsort Disk. When all this is done
you are ready to print your directory. Return to the main menu and press F7 Print Reports. This enables
you to print directory in 3 columns per page.

From this menu you will be able to print other pre defined reports including the ability to print labels for
your disks. The other main area of use in Supercet is the Utilities function. This allows you to view the
programs listed under a particular disk number and then add or delete a particular program or delete a
disk from the directory. In all cases except the total deletion of a disk you need to press F1 to update ﬂu
directory. Whilst in the Utilities press F4 at any time will give you the help screen

I have been using Supercat now for about 4 years and am working on my third directory disk and find it
vexry simple to use and very effective for my requircments.

To produce this report I have used Geos Y2 and Geowrite ¥2.1. The printer file is Epson MX80
{modified) w produce 240 dpi The graphic is the opening screen of SUPERCAT captured using the
COCHROACH GRAPHICS UTILITY and then reduced to 124 size in DOOLE.

Ross Fdwands
11.3.90
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EOR HEXT LOOPS
You don't have o look wery deeply into

anpy program to find a loop somewhere. Lloops are
o common and so important thar the BASIC
fonquage gives you a shorthand method of wricineg
dionun the ezzentiol details. There o four irnpodbant
paits to the contiol of any loop -

¥ The choice of control warinble.

# The starting walue of the control wariable.

#  The ast o final walue  of the coniral
wariable.

# The increment or amount by which the
control warioble grows ewery tirme around the oop.

Aall of these con be fitted into one special
command which uses the kegpoord FORD This i all
that iz nesded to set up a loop except for o MEXT
command to mork the end of the loop body  FOR
.. MERT parforms o loop theoudin ol of the
prograrn between the FOR and NEST statement:s and
itz syntas iz oz follows -

FOR {varabie} = {start} TO {iimii}
STEP {skep) . . . HEXET {uvaanablsd

Other poinks b0 remembes ae -

#  {uaniable?r rust be Flooting point

#  fzraetd, {limity ond {step? oy be positioe,
neqative, consionts, Wanicbies O @xpressions,

¥ STEP moy be omitted in which case @b s
assurned to bs one (1)

# {uariable} Jafter MEXT) may be omitted.

#  The loop terminobtes when the warioble iz
greater than the limit for positive steps and less
than the firnit For negative steps

It iz ollowable to nest op bo TEM (187 FOR
. MEAT loops inside each oifeer, DUl cde mi
taken to ensure that the loops terminate frorn the
IMSIDE to the SDUTSIDE. ¥ the loops terminate ar
the same point, the MEXT staternent oy contoin
more than one wogicble me Bg. MEET §, B E
but gou must ensiie e abowve rdle i followed o
0 SYMTAX ERROR will resulr

Lihat follows are twoo simple BASIC programns
that count from 1 00 35, PRINTING each nuamber as
they go and ending when complate,

Lo
[LLS]

1ag L= g FOR L =170 18
18 PRIMT L 8 FRIMT L

128 L=L+1 128 MEET L

128 0F L <= 18 THEM iz 38 ERD

148 EMND

Together they dermonstrate the simplicity and ease
of a FOR . . . HERXT loop. A you con s, the
program iz shorter and easier to understond. The
(Znd) pragram works az follows.  The dstartd walue
is placed in the {wariabie} being used in the counter
iz, 1z placed in L. ldhen the MEET siaternent iz
reached, the {ncrerent? walue is added to the
wariable),  IF o step iz not incioded the dnooerment?
iz zet to +1  The first time the prograrm reaches
line 126, 1 is added o L and = L becomes 20 The
walue of the {uariable} is then compared to the
firmity., I the {limit? hos not get been reqched, the
progearn goes to the line after the original FOR
statemeant, which in o case iz line 16

Eventually, the walue of the {imitd is
exceeded by the Juariablar At thon b, the loop
iz concluded nnd the program continues with the

line following the MEXET ztatement which in our
axample i line 138

Mote that in C—6d and C-128 BASIC, o FOR . .
MERT loop iz oalways executed af least once, since
the {warable) i@ cormpared o the {imit: at the end
of the loop. Yoo olso mead bo ramember that the
wilue of the {warioblel. after the loop has been
commpleted, will be in esxcsss of the Jdimity by the
viotue of the {step) bac it iz incrernented
BEFORE it i= checked. Thiz iz o wery importont point
b remmaember if the {variable) is reused elzewhere in
the progion.

ar iF . . . THEM o a GOTO statement may
Be uzed to jurmnp oot of o FOR . . . MEXT loop.
before it has been completed, but thiz iz not really
recommended as thiz iz not o clear exit from the
loop and hence iz 0 poor progrommming technique.
Howewrer, | howe used this technigque On occasions
in the past withoot encountering any real problems,

Une thing which PHSTY be ovoided though,
5 jurnpirgg into o FOR . . . MEXT loop from outside
the FOR and MEXT starernents. Thiz will rezult in o
MERT WHTHDUT FOR ihen the MEXT staterent
2 reached. Jumping while inside the FOR and NEXT
staternents iz acceptobls thouagh

EASIC 7 on the C-128 includes o more
powperful zet of commands for defining and
controfiing boops than the C-64.  The suntasx for
thiz ==t iz —

OO [UNTIL condition~HHILE condition]

statements [EXIT]

1O0OP THHTIL cas SEMHE condition]
SECLCTiNE 3y tree zbabements betwean
the DD stoternent and the LODP staterment. ¥ no
UHTIL or IWNHILE modifies eithar the DO o LOOP
staternent, execution of the staiemenis in befuaen
contirnpzs indefinitely. I oan EXIT s encountersd in
thie body of o OO0 loop,. execution iz wansfered o
thee first staterment fojloosing the rules defined by
the FOR . . . HEXST structure a3z prewviously described.

i the UNTIL paramster = specified. the
nrovlrarn continues [ooping until the condition is
satisfied (becomes TRUE)  The WHILE parameter iz
aily the opposite of the UNTIL porametern: the
progiarn continues looping 03 long oz the condition
iz frus. AS soon af the condifion iF o longer
e roodam conbiol cesurnees with the statement
irrnediately fodlowing the LOOP staternent.  On
miph: of o condition is A=l or GxE5 Zome
somple programs with explonations follous -

| o o= 25 Thiz zxarmple parforms
s 00 UMTIL = = @ thee statemients in fines
3| = HA 2A-d4R unnil H=A wihen
48 PRIATE =7 0 A progiarn cesurnes with
S| LOoOp PRIMTEMD OF LOOp”

&8 PRIMTUEMD OF LOODP"  statsrmment after LIME 58

This ioop

18 DO-JHILEAT < CHRICIZ RGETEEY A3 PRINTAT.LOOP

28 PRIMTYTHE RETURM KEY HAS BEEM PRESSED™
Thiz DO fcop waits untii a0 key has been pressed,
caceies input from the kegboard ons chamotee ot
a dmie and prints the leitter of the key that was
prazzed.  (F the RETURM key win: pressed. cantral is
troirs! 4 out of the opoand line 28 iz executed.
Exargize & = blvibe a prodgeam which il
oeirgt the TIMES TABLE on the coreen for any number
chasen by the operatar. Teiry Pitr
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