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Frbr’uary adition of
"THE DiSF"ﬂL C‘.H DISK" I hope vou like the
r\au lavout. This came about from a sudden
splratlon -::-my orne niaht before the
dlin2. . The old layout was copied from

Er'eumus issuaes and waz done to enabla me

o get th issue out without too many
hassle ? ile at the same time lear*mng
something abc-ut putting a rﬁvus latter
toge her. Sadly it L-.I-Eilﬁ qeat a htt‘ie
d? d with 'one of the bia problems beina:

"lMho reads the front pa1ge:"7 It ahuas.-s
‘seemad to co aan axactly tha same as

last issues. hape that some of wou
will r- ad thls p\? Ol
S -:-n: ht's meating iz
NORL’IF" DCESS RS emonstration
tonight will be on sever‘aﬂ of Lthese
imcluding Speedscripht, Easvscript, Geowrite
and The Mrite Stuff and our thanks ao Lo
those people uh-:o will be speaaking tonight.,
TQ F' r_next month's mesting will
be DISK CA PILCiGLlE PROGRAMS. t present
we hopae to be able to show wou two of
them, namaly "SUPER CAT" and "D.C.MR.—
Disk Cata!ogue/t’!anager‘ F:E: orter'.  uita
mouthful BTy Proaran.
a=t of all it i= F’ub‘llc omam and copies
sho 1d be auvailable from Jeff at next
months meeting. e would also waelcome
idemonstrations of any obthear proorams
.that members may be us—.»lr')'%
D would like to take this opportunits
ta:: walcome Jenny Easton to the clu
Jenny has aareed to take on the job of
Secretary uhich is most welcome.
Fpcbastly, in order to

i Lidy up our
membershlp ist, | woul

d aslk wou all, old

‘members as well , to Ffill out a new
Membership Form Elaaseh 1
e See wou next month. Terry Fitt
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EDITGRIAL

THE FUTURE OF USER GROUPS |

| balisve that user aroups have a ver
important rcﬂa tca g?a_f inthe -Futt,n’_-e af
the C-E4 and C In fact | believe the
uiﬁ be the LJHL‘\" may in the future! There
will come a daw, m&ﬁba rnot t.cm £ r[amayr--
when Commodore will stop ma kir hese .
mauhlneg The 5: ns are already therse

The C-128 a C—-128D haue caa

uction and t =i access i ﬁ-;

inga very hard or im 053 o find.:

aue vou =aean a HEW 1571 dnsk drl_ma or
sale Fecently? The main reason ]
iz still im production is e larae numb er- :

at have aleady been ‘sold tin excess o«l
2 millior? which has led to product
familiarity. To the umnltlated ch'n ""é?
can be intimidating, but a oa Blow
owns one of them and says he re easy i
usea'". It sesms that everyone knows: =
someone that owns a C-

The other thing that i= keepmﬁ
acing is the huge software hase w :c:h is I
exiess of 10000 programs.
that there iz a E: ogr-am to maka the
machine do almost anwthina.

This brin s me back to the to IC
dizcussion. %e Fercenta ‘bhese
prroorans are F'ub iz Domain. | productlan
of thae C-E4 ztops, then commercial i
softuare production will slow domn 3
cease also. That leavas only Hb‘hc: Uomaﬁ
software, and whare do vou fin
about |t.‘? Y our lc-n_al User Group.

hat Fgens if wou acquire 'a; ne% :
piece of softuare or hardware snd hean
aexpariance difficulties using it7? | Whera.dc
vou 90 to get assistance? There is. .
a limited amount a dealer can or' uih 1
under warranty, and i¥ lt is a peca, L=} ;
softuware, he may wel) w less about.
than you do! There is a p'laca Yyou can ac
to where you will find someone who has.
already exparienced the problam an
uorked out a Solution. You susssed it, i{‘.s
jaur:lgncal User:i E:r;oup 1 £ £he

exae are Just a c:oupa e :s
User Groups can be of benefit to l.'?-g ;
OIS, o how aboyt it? What can;
do to support YOUR local User Group'

e answer is to be a part of it. . e)
out by giving a demonstation. Ask {
queaztions and make suagestions. Writ car
article or even_ Jjust an outline Por t.hs
newslettaer. Wolunteer to set %
chairs or sell the tea and cof ee. I‘mr‘l
are marny dif feraent ways in which you can
halp our arou t.o qr'cnu and survive For'
the future o

7T"c.".tr't'-*;e Pite

"?D

- Editor
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g =t of . cl be AU
A a Cnﬂmaﬂaodor"eor'&'_’agazkllr?e " Sane I];?maii
- and then put it away for future
reference. The magazine is most likel
sLill sitting there aathering dust. |If gyl%

e one o two (oF more) magazines .

| I aw uih
ki tall into thiz category, how about maklnvg
. [FBRERY sienetion oF then $"che Sl Jpratt o

wisdom which you . gained from your
F-ur'r::haze.. Jeff Carey or any Committ
dambear will acce your donation and i

| NEW ADDITIGNS T THE be f.??ickly addec?tt-;o the congc:tion.

ol ko an ex—Commodore user il

MAGAZINE LIBR&RT may have old magazines stored away,

_ J ) please ask them if they would be prapar
L WE have added the following magarines to donate them.  Magazines of tgrhﬁu an
to the library this morth. interast are ;- Computels Gazette, | Uy,
ZZAP-E4 - August and Octaober, 1959 Commodore User, 2 E4, Commodore

a
This is a areat -ma-%azing to check out PMagazine (Aust. 8. USA), Ahoy, Info,
R=1F

-.gamr?gagahgﬁe :.'{_’::#' h%r_n andp it %'-?n be Commodore Computing international.
Ldi nstryctions for those - :
ga?nes where "vou have lost the : 123 LIBRARIALN f e it bl
instryuctions". * It also cortains 'cheats' Your current Disk & Magazine Libraria
and 'unlimited lives' POKES far QamMEs. a dedicated C-g4 User and hig bank
COMPUTEYS GRZETTE Decembar 1986, balance sugaests that even if his | |
Ehis i=sue contains 'A E:ugar“t‘ Guide To inclinations change, his financial lp-ositia_n
ommodore B4 Simulation Softuware', 128 uill not allow him Lo purchase a 128. As
Wuicksort (Gort at lightning =peed on the rezult, while he can cupﬁ i2e Public. doma
——1283, The Animals Shon CWrite vour oun disks, there is no way that ha can test
sonas then let the animals pérform them Fun n%fu ibrary prograns or prepare &
on_vour 1283, Fast Hi-Fes Dump for 64 & brief description of what the programme
128, We have the disk available with the dogs. Therefore we are callina for _?
type in E-r‘c:r_:;ar-ams. : . voluntesr to be 128 Disk Librarian'. The
: OMMODORE MAGAZINE October, 1989 issue. voluntesr-'s workload will not be haguy g
' i containg an article dezcribing how to duties will include bringina the 128 PD Dis
(build an A-B switch to enable wou to Bow Lo mestings so that they can be .
© o aswiteh between Edﬂ-r-rntarfa tells vou how copied, at his her lzisure run the variou
o interact with GeoFublish and heaps of Er-ngrammes on the disks thus. ensuring
'?""?'T‘ips and Tricks for the B4 & 128, AE _tr-;_e_:y donoFktagrd wr-ltba. E br;e%oé;
w 5 escription of wha 12 RIrOgranme | :
i gy HAT ELSE IS IN THE gmr- hpe Library and the pN&tdgﬁ]ettﬁl’:'.';'-,?-
A LIBRARY Of course, we would like the volunteer t
i - . come along to committes meetinos on' the
| Computels Gazzette -~ How 1984 - Dzl Tuesday taje week before each meeting.
"Auto Load for C-64, Bulletin Board Review, Thiz iz optional but good fun as we spen
(1 "Bagdad'(a type in gamed plus revieus. abt least equal time falking computers as
el g oE gt we spand on Club business. The ber’lfflls
. Computel's Gazzette — Dec 1984 :~ "3-0 are that anvtime vou want a 128 Public!
Labyrinth’(a type in game), Trivia Games Domain programme,’it i= right there at |
'Reviews, Disk-Tape Backup plus reviews. home and as we get more Proqrans, gues
whe gets to test tham Firstil IF {ou are
Computeal's Gazzette — June 1985 o interested. let Jeff Carey know tormight
EDylt'ramlc_SID Eduf:.:.or'};, 1"T1_hie Fg%ezeul’-ac:tar"y" or at Z94-8447,
a type in game), "Felative Files Demo', "
Tape Program Rescue plus raviews. The . SPEEDSCRIPT i3
Ckvpe in pricarans from this issue are - noconjunction with tonight's thene of
available on disk from the libvarian. Wordprocessors, we have guailable from
) . Lhe Island Software Club, it's Public Doma
Other magazines in the club library Hordprocessopr 'S_F'EEDSCE’!F‘T', The disk
include - contains all the instructions which cam b
g B ammogore User — Dec 1355 vienaed on screen o printed out. Copies
S 2ZAP-84 — Jun 18982 available toniaht priced at $5 per disk. |
e glsk Uger—s gandbﬁnkd = Guid - faa
L oy OmMMoOCor e arduare uyers A8 [ [ i 53
L fe MAGAZINE LIBRARY
bEsi i C%mputel Jure - 1988 :— Descriptions of . RULES foadi R
149 Supersonic Fliaht Simulators. There iz no char&e ?ﬁr— borr‘olf%g g
_ _ o pagazines from the Club Magazine L_ra‘irs-
. Australian Electronics NC!r"tt-h'lff Aua. 1986 but. borrouers must be paid up member
cCcontains details of how to bulld a for 19380, Please put vour receipt muw
ommodore Modem Couplery on the borrowing slip. ,
; . .. Because the library stock is extreme
Electronics Today International Aug. 1988 limited at this stage, only one magazine.
- Locontains project ETI-1802: CE4 Functiam par Family per month can be orropned.
Suitches), Loans are for- a ONE month period:
a #l fine will be imposed if the magazine:ﬂ;
Flease see last months "DISPETCH niskE" not. returned at the next meetln%. IR we
for a more detailed description of what is are unable Lo attend, please contact &
| i each magazine. Me have started up this committes member Lo make alternative: il
ddibrary in the interests of the membiers. arranasmnants. - i
(o Generally, we will only include  manarines . X ! o
i which are relevant o the -84 and C-120. Jaff Carew — Librarian i
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INTRODUCTION

voo g

FROGRAMMIMG

TERRY PITT

. This series of articles is written for
‘khe neuwcomer to computing and aims t
introduce them to prooramming using the

& y The commands here

Iso usable on the C-128 and wheare
atives in BASIC U7 axist, thew
and discuzzed also.

n BASIC, tuwo of the
are those wuhic

b halted, Lo
erator toenter o §
hese commands are INPUT arnd

IMPFUTA or INPUTAS
Frogram, prints a
e scraen and

C=B4' and BASIC V2.

i ter altern
: e Compare -
rOQr amnir
i

. HPUT stops t
‘question mark on
& Cursor one space to the riah
waiting either rnumeric or strin
g entered via the ke

he usefulness of the input
nt is_enhanced Further
-al o include a printed prom
ran include cursor control codes, on the
creen, to describe the data which needs

.b? epter‘ed. ; .

. 10 INPUT"ENTER YES OR MO Cv-HI":0$
e printed prompt th _
creen editor to B2 characters amd the
ata to V8 characters.
canter more than ome item ]
qane INPUT statement, but the data items

s
ea.

\Th
i

iz limited bw
It s s=i
af I:Ea%a '

RS

SOMMAS ;0,6
statement iz checked to ernsure
amount of dat
following error
neounterad. .
ART:~ usually when string
entered instea ]
extras) indicate the computer iz

L % data |

A IGNDRED means more datas was
an was requaested.

disaduantage of thea INPUT

the nead to press the

ay after data ent

e correct type and
Been entered and th
IMass

BETR I

i
¥
-
i

istatement
CRETURMI K
«confusina to the novice as ue
Gannoying and time consuming Lo the mors
(Perience use{r.

T A or GET AF ———-
amnent scans the

board and checks if a key has been
pressad. I it has, th
‘assigned

fi - GE
"The GET| stat
P then its value i=
to the variable nominated and
e program continues. =
beep-presgfd thern a rull <O or "
ssignad. ET on its own doss not halt
A libtle more must

Y HUMBER"

ram howauvear,

2R WETien B

ke to see covered in t s serie

:

MADDD
gzzzz
—

0T

="2" GOTO

i i = SE0Th R0%H

This simple menu causes the progra
loop at line B0 until a key is presse
evalyates " it, then continues, Jumgmgi
the lt]:nl-gs iréti'l::cated m]émr?s O - ldl.‘.l
ine L, W oL ave used
60 GETH :IF A=0 THEN B0 as we were on
intereszted in numeric data. This is not
reconended however, as "‘?S'v'l?l’r!ix %R
will be printed if anvthing other than
rumeric data is entered.” It is far. fea-f-‘
to read the key as a string variable a
convert it Lo numeric data afterwards.:
using the VAL function. This leads us to
Lhe next part of the aé-t cle. i
"EULLET PRODFING 7OUR PROGRAMNS:
The previous program has a Jefact
Mo matter how simpls you n]fke it, someon
miﬁ! pr--:eg,s the wr-ang k%:a! hi=s can\?uﬁe
all =orts o roblems fr-om an i
PrO9ram haltg From SYNTAX EQEBR‘E%U
extra linefeeds ruining vour screan
g;i:s?mys;, For this reason, it is wise to
include checks to allow only vali JigLLaTHE
l<eypr‘$sseg thr;gugga t!n t.lfge]' r‘gulolﬂ‘as
axanple we Lo = Follow ne; .
Y A=laLias = IF A BR avd THENIE
Thiz addition checks the uvalue of the key |
to seea if _Lt':s inside the the ranoe allowed
-43. ¥ it isn't the program loops back -
to the start, reprints the screen and
waits for another keypress. IR
It both letters and numbetrs mus% I:g!
accepted than the ASC function could be !
uzad i place of the function. Seie i
Eg. 65 A=ASCEE) : IF A<K48 OR AX90 THEH.
Thizs will check ths i-:eypres? ql?alnst. the
table of ASCH codes and will allow the.
numbers 0-9, the latters A-2 and = ; < 3
7 and €. Al other keys will be disallowed
———= GETKEYA$ ———— _
. If _wou own a C-128, vou can replace |
line B0 with B0 GETKEYA$ as this halts | |
program execution automatically, and waits.
for a keypress. This makes programming
Fazter and sinpler as well as simplifying |

i 2

rermbeting eto. » :

To finish up with, here is 3 more L
aduanced program which shows an | | - 0
interesting ua;'f of using a FDli HEXT lg@i_:

to check a GET (or INPUT) statement
walid F:eﬁ:reﬁses- 0 i
10 FEINT" SELECT SEQEC!-;! METHOD™ |
2 PRINT" SUBJECT LS o il
20 PEIM rjUTHDR A" '
0 PRIMT" EEYWORD e
0 PRINTY TITLE CTo" o
B0 GETAS:IFAas=""THENSD P
v0 FOR L==1TD4:1Fﬂ$=WD$(“SﬁKT",L;1?THEN
ON L GOTO 1000,2000,2000,4000° °
80 HEXT L:GOTOID

| will explain how this lpr'o ram uorks.
next months tutorial as | will not be: ab
to conduct tonight's. Hoveuver, if vou
read this article as wel] as Your-‘--yger‘.;:__ :
guide and by experimenting wi fferent
routines by yvourself, | hope vou won't m
ot Loo much. Remember to sauec?‘nw
experiments on a disk or tape and bring
them along to next month's meeting, uhfr
we can Jook at them. Hext month's topic
will be a look at FOR<MEXT 100?5 to see,’
ow they camn be used to smplify 0
proaramming. By the way feel free maka
suggestions about any fopics you would |

Sae vou next month.  Terry Blbt :
Exar“c;iﬁeyl (br-?ng it with wou gxt mggﬁh)}
C ribe & prngram US'”EF_'NPU " Cor | e
choose from a SEUARE, RECTANGLE or "o
CIRCLE, enter its dimensions, calculate it
?r"e.a arnd thar print. out the results on

2 Screen. remanbar K.LS!



n.contrast ?YPEEElTNEOEPdPFDQ,eS$ﬂF

%F‘Pograms oF t-o right, try this simple one.

G £o it P
310 POKE 52 53280 14%0;:1—:5"3:?3 g o Printer

WER C&

' NE EWT“ERUEJ&BSEEEETN?‘ SCREEH LINES TO
8 E 1104.73

1 1:REM LEFT ARROM
G galwrfﬁ‘sﬁcé E"H"H é‘ggmti_EFT "REM LEFT
RRON - TOP LEF %H PEYBORRD -

‘anch_i $(20 THEN =LEMHCEF BE=l EF TS

2z T
$(13J THEH %SE :REM PRINT
B$=Bg+ﬁ$ AFLENCES2=80 THEN 130

ggiNT#%B!ﬁ BE="12G0TO7F0

WANTED

: ASSISTANCE REGQUIRED.

‘The commlttae neads paople to assist in

following are g

: Eé 8 dlsk and mui- librar-ian
rranaing tea and coffee at mestinas

€3Y Club publicity in newspapers etbe.

: se are relatively small responsibilities

and would not take up much time at zall, =o

please glue tham some thouaht.

i HEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS.

. Several ?enp = ar-a dezired to write or
locate articles for the ciub newsletter.
Some of the things we are looking for
include short azic routines, program or
(=] uk r*euleus and hardyare projects.

i CLUB EXPERTS

The club |§ tivwina to build up a
T Fer-encea: lis "experts o various
E' ceg of so{-‘tmara such as ?DS, E rw
(} uperbase, etc. as well as BASIC
music, ‘graphics etc. to help in answering
q :ef From other members. If you can
ease contact a committes member-.

FOR SALE

WA Public Domain Software Disks from
$2 DO.  Catalogus Dasks, only F 1.00. Ses
Jaf—‘f‘ Carey a onight! meatrnﬁg
Br‘other 1 09 AF printer cps draft,
ks d: Q- r*lctlon or Tr‘ac:t-::-r' Fead.
S232 inp More suted to Aapple G
computer, but will work with C=64 with
vinterface ¢ not supplied >. $250.00 ono
f Contac:t. Ter‘r‘y Pitt on 381 321

MEMBERSHIP FEES

l"i!ember'ship feaes will remain unchanged
cear and are as follows .

; INING F
| gl?eu mamEars only)

: B RSHIP 'FEE - '
: pﬁyw Eand existing members) £ 10.00

Al members ar-a e indad hat,
ue and ca amf
apologles for the cielgy

fes are.
mru acn‘:apt m
o mn.umstaru:eg N

my con ro D eE sance, p ease
Y yYour feas c e L.i r-ar'lan,. Jefy
ay, aftar toniahts maating,

Terry Pitt - Treasurer

$ 5.00

hesa
@ pad«

EE"ﬁ‘%@ l%ig@s:lcmq ITYPEW m—:.

989,780

COMMITTEE.
Prasident 3
Robart Cloosterman :— 382 0?81_
Secratary Ry
Jenny Easton. — 3268 0034

Traasurer
Terry Fitt
As=isting
vacant

- 381 3218

vacant

Meuwsletter Editor Bls g vl
Terry Fitt - 381 3216

. - BE e
I r-ar.lJaeF‘F Caren o 234 844?

The Fublic Domap?-: Disk and Magazine Librar
are open fraom 7:30 pm each mnattng. i

NEXT MEETING

The next mantlna will be held on the Eist'
of [March at [=T0 .

SI.JE-_LITEL.J al

isk_cataloguing proarams

Ea. Super % ?1 R. etc.
Beginners Bﬁ&srﬂ warPshop cont.

Remember, any sugasstions regarding .
topice for demonstration at meetinas can
be l2ft in the suagestion box prnuid d- .

LOCATION f
etln s are held in thﬁ hnuse
behin alvation Army Hall which is @
51t‘,uated Jn Elizabeth Rd. at Horphett Ua'«l
Just in from Beach Rd.

DIS("LAIMER

The views expressed in this newsletta

are those of the writers, and are not
naecassarily of Lthe club's comittee
membars.

The use of the word "Commodora" in no

‘way implies any connection with any

oraanisation bear‘mg that name,
o part of "The Dlspatch Disk" may be ;
copied or reproduced in any way, mithout
the written parmission of the commttee
and the author.

44

MEETING RULES
1) NO SMOKING. -
ng gﬁ HK’IHG
ARING : {
b ar'ei_la'lloued the use of thl
hr*crugh the Qer}erouﬁltg of Tru
My in r‘e ur'n or W Ve’
relatively small donat |on_
SO0 & i-:-n in rraspact to }
rEac ese con tmna cou Flnd ul»
onkirﬂlg or n her clubroom
e ann:-% gictate what mambers: clo ¥
th? gmuacy (] heirr own homes. ' Howaver
ils you are attending meetings you|
raquest m %e ef‘{-ain from copying any-:
B

capyrl
P g anievou —~ The committee -
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WORD PROCESSING

Wordprocessing
: A brief history

by Sian Powell
* In the beginning there was paper. Monks used

to script beautiful texts onto creamy
parchment with the help of scratchy quill
pens. Cloistered in their bare little cells, they
produced great works of art.

These illuminated manuscripts, although absolutely
beautiful to look at, were a little less than satisfactory at
disseminating information. They took days and weeks to script
and hours to-read. It didn't matter all that much in those days,
because not too many people could read.

As the world progressed though, speed and ease of reading
and writing became of paramount importance. The typewriter,
when it finally arrived, certainly revolutionised
communications. Although, to look at the first prototypes of

' typewriting machines, it's hard to believe. They were huge,

B

clumsy, cumbersome objects. The secretaries of those days
had 1o have wrists like heavyweight boxers to actually make
the keys strike the paper.

Amazingly enough, typists did get the swing of producing
copy from the Iran monstrosities - in fact, almost too well. They
began to'type tao quickly, and the keys developed a tendency
to jam in horrible iron tangles. Finally, a keyboard configuration
was developed to slow the typists down. It was the most
difficult arrangement of -keys that could be devised. This
keyboard layout is still with us today, in the age of electronic
marvels. The qwerty system is still used on the most
sophisticated of computers, just as it was on the early
typewriting machines.

Typewriters have had their heyday, and sadly they're on
the way out. They have been replaced with the shining

. advance guard of this brave new world of communications - the

word processor. It wasn't even a fight. The typewriter is

. disappearing gracefully away from offices. The odd machine is

still hanging around for old time's sake, or to address the
occasional envelope - but the spirit is fading fast.
At first the typewriter companies, with huge investments to

" protect, developed half-breed computerftypewriters, which

were basically not much more than your average, ordinary

“typewriter with a small LCD screen for copy preview.
Sometimes they even had a small rudimentary memory. But -

these machines had the Inexorable march of progress against
them, and scan they too began to slip slowly Into the swamp of
obsolescence. The typewriter companies very sensibly began
to develop word processors and computers. Companies like
1BM, Commodore, Wang, Olivettl and Brother saw the light and

, sank huge sums of money in communications research and

development.
It's not hard to see why. Word processing has It all over

typing like & shest of continuous paper, The advantages of

word processing are multitudinous and the disadvantages

~ minor to non-existent. The first word processcrs were large,

and by today's standards, rather slow. They were dedicated
word processors, which basically means they didn't do .
anything except word processing. They had all the functions of
the modem word processing program which runs on porsonal
computers, but less versatility.

And of course, you can't use a dedicated word pmoesaor to
work out spreadsheets, play games, organise a database, |
balance your chequebook or learn to speak ltalian. But oven
these early dedicated word processors enjoyed a hugo
measure of popularity, basically because they were S0
efficient and economical compared to typewriters.

Firstly, word processing uses so much less paper. This '
may seem fairly unimportant to non-Greenies, but it has a !
direct correlation with time and convenience. Instead of
furiously tearing the sheet of paper from the roller, squashing
into a ball and tossing into the nearest wastepaper basket
when you make a mistake typing, word processors allow you to

e

coolly cursor'back to the error, correct it, and continue merrily *

on your way without turning a hair. Instead of innumerable '
drafts, covered with scribbled corrections, the first piece of
hard copy is nearly always the last.

Word processing has other huge advantages - the ability to

"move blocks of text around saves on time, effort ‘and

frustration. White-out and carbon paper collect dust and

cobwebs, shoved right to the back of the word processor '

operator's desk. And the sheer portability of word-processed
documents is a luxury. Just tuck a couple of disks into a
breast pocket and stroll casually out of the office.

This is not to say that word processors are the be-all and
end-all of the communications revolution. They have the odd
quirk and idiosyncracy just to keep the user on his toes. For
instance, the uncanny ability to lose information from disks.
They always seem to choose the exact moment when you have
lovingly put the finishing touches to a much laboured over '
piece of writing, escape to save, and Blammol All gone,
vanished into that twilight zone of wordprocessor fatalities. It
happened to this article, which nearly made me turn in my

journalist's card and take up something less hazardous to my -

peace of mind, like bomb defusing. Of course, these disasters
can be prevented with a simple and effective measure. Always
back-up, on another disk, everything you write. Otherwise you
continually run the risk of tears before teatime.

The other handy dandy thing about modern word
processing programs is they often have dictionaries and
thesauruses bullt in. Or at the very least, the hook-up is there
for these references should you wish to buy the separate
programs. These computer aided dictionaries are amazing

things. In these days of modem education, it's horrendous how -

Australian Commodore Review §



¥

WORD PROCESSING

many kids can't spell for peanuts. They're excellent- at
reducing modern classics to newspaper headlines, but i before
e is totally beyond them.

A dictionary program will run through a document typed in

by one of these spelling incompetents and stop at every single

misspelled word. You then have the choice of ignoring the
computer and progressing to the next word, or correcting the
mistake, or adding the word to the dictionary. In this way you
can build up a mini-dictionary of words peculiar to your trade or
profession, and in the future the computer will skim past them,
unless of course, they are misspelled.

Some programs will even guess at the word you are trying
1o spell and offer you a choice of correctly spelt alternatives.
Dictionary programs will often let you know exactly how many
words you have typed, which is a blessing for jcurnalists and
other poor fools who have to write to length,

The thesaurus program is a fairly new innovation, and
works in exactly the same way as your well-thumbed
paperback. Now that elusive word that was on the tip of your
tongue is rapidly available on the tip of a chip! )

Secretaries -should really get down on their knees and

worship the inventors of modern word processing programs. -

* Not only have they been saved tons of work, it's the most

boring work. Typing the same old letter over and over again
would drive a saint to distraction. Now secretaries can type in
the prototype letter, and on a separate document a list of
names and addresses, go away and have a cup of tea and
chat, and leave the computer chortling to itself.

In a remarkably short space of time they will have the
required number of personalised letters. Unfortunately, this
mail merging facility of word processing.programs is not
infallible. | have seen beautifully presented letters, with.a neat
‘Dear Dapto. 2250, This can be a bit disconcerting, but oncs
you have the hang of mail-merge, you'll never go back 1o
laborious typing. ‘

Of course, the finished word processed product depends
entirely on the print formatting capability of your word
processing program and the quality of your printer. There are
numerous printers available, from cheap little dot matrixes that
do the job quickly and legibly, but without much class, to
expensive daisy wheel printers that are slow and noisy, but
produce beautiful, letter quality type. The new laser printers
seem to combine the best of both worlds. They are speedy,
relatively quiet and produce nice type. Unfortunately, they are

“also very expensive.

The cholce depends entirely on your needs. If the hard
copy is destined to be read only by you and your colleagues, a
dot matrix printer is more than adequate, If, on the other hand,
you are sending letters to potential clients - a laser or daisy
wheel printer may be needed to make the correct impression.

Even the most elementary of word processing programs.
allow you to choose how you want your finished hard copy to’
look. Most word processing programs have at least some of
the following options available:

Justified type. This means that you can format the page
so the lines begin and end exactly at the left and right margins.
The computer adds the correct amount of space between.
words to allow this to happen. Many books and magazines use :
justified type, It can look very professional. This article, for
Instance, Is set in justified type. It only works well with fairly.
wide sections of type, though. Set in columns too narrow, -
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justified iype can look very strange.

Flush' left, ragged right. This is the ordinary way of
formatting a page. It results in an even line down the left hand .
side of the pagz, and the lines ending within a right margin, but
not evenly. Flush left, ragged right is basically what you get
from an ordinary typewriter. it

Bold and ltallcs type. Simple commands in the word:
processing program will allow you to nominate certain pieces of
copy that you wish to be bold or italics. It is a neat way of '
emphasising a word or sentence, and looks far more::
professional than underlining, although you can of course
underline should you want to. : i

Subscripts and superscripts. These are the little
numerals or characters that appear slightly above or below the
line of type. They are often used in academic documents, and
are simple to employ with a word processing program. :

Variable pitches. Changing pitch means you can alter
the way the type looks. You can make the type condensed or -
with more space around the letters, depending: on what is' '
required. :

Headers and footers. These are the explanatory lines
at the top and bottom of pages. Again, they are often used in
academic treatises, or in newsletters. The computer, formatted
correctly, will automatically enter headers and footers on every
page of the document.

Fonts. A font is a particular type style. Serif fonts have:
the little squiggly bits on the letters, and sans serif fonts are -
more modern characters without serifs, Some word processing
programs will allow you to choose the font style.

With all these commands at your fingertips, you can do just
about anything with your pages. You can produce a slick piece
of finished cbpy, a professional letter, or a long, legible article.
The permutations are endless. ¥ iy

As are the number of word processing programs available. |
Anything which so conveniently and efficiently fills a gaping |
void is bound to have hundreds of variables available. For the '
Commodore computers alone there are a number of programs.
In general, it is fair to say that the more features a word |
processing program has, the more expensive it will be. The !
program you choose will depend entirely on your needs and the
state of your finances. ; :

This month we take a look at two of the fray, both of which have
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