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e Editor was dead: to begin with. There is no
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here he was as inebriated as a salamander, courtesy of a
botte of Tanzanian sherry sent round by his long-suffering printer.
yed his icy bed

ith-Green-

his
chamber. On the tabl sat his 12-year-old r
stamps Neanderthal 3 computer (3K, solar panel on the roof) and the
only two pieces of software for which he had ever parted with money:
“Precis Plus," which automatically halved the number of words in every
feature submitted to him and saved fortunes on freelance linage
payments; and ‘Noughts and Crosses, a Jung
and Fulisch game which for
reason he had bought at a
jumble sale for
“Games...” shrieked the Editor.
“Computer games? Humbug...!"
He wondered idly whether he
uld

rupted by a fow. gmmmg, then
arattle, and finally by
kg ol ae I o he

drive running again. But his
colour changed as it came in
through the door.






apoplectically, "Utter bloody Activision...".
32 But even as he spoke the spirit faded, only to
. be replaced by an even more ghastly sight.
The apparition staggered from an excess of
T cold medication. ts pockets spewed jammie
SERRCIIEERT dodgoscoaryongpust el ey date
ELTNESLTIS "My God,” stammered the
b )oamo "Andy Wilton! But I've Mdm six
VAL, times already this week, the cheque's in the
ST post. First class - at least | assume 7p stll
SENIR ™= goos first class. Il bet those thieving devils at |
st Mount Pleasant have been opening the
=i envelopes again...”
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..but once again, before the Editor could even think of trotting out
his world famous 1l have it cancelled and draw you a postal order
straight after the New Year holiday’ excuse, the transparent apparition
sat at the eerily glowing screen and keyed in...

THE GHOST OF
CHRETMAS PRESENT




For the first time in his ife, the Editor felt a pang of conscience |
seeping into in. De: i

rummaging in his pockets for loose change.
“Ha hal | haven't missed it Lis-
ten, young fellow, you know
the computer store on

s he gently peeled away the brightly-
coloured wrapping a chill ran through the
room. The baubles on the Christmas tree
ingled ever o slightl; the embers flared
momentariy in the grate. Timothy folt he was

not alone. Slowly turning round he found .
himself staring into an ashen face. Timothy U
Jumped up with surprise. The person was

dressed in white, his ankles shackled with...



ould they really be old Spectrum power suwlvn’ And were those
loading his face like straggly hai
thing of all was that if he squinted, Timothy m.med he could see right
through the figure.

" Who are you?" Timothy managed to utter. The figure replied in sepul-
chral tones; "1 am the ghost of Christmas Presents Past. Call me

“Like in Star Trek?" Timothy sparked up.

The third groan was even more sepulchral than the previous two. For
several seconds the wraith stared at Timothy then, suddenly, the
French windows blew open of their own accord. "Come with me," the
spirit commanded, holding out its hand...
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Tiny Timothy blinked as he opened his
eye

thought. "Better colours,
better sound... but what about
better marketing? lsn't that

what really counts? And in ten
year's time...? I'd better book
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A TOURIST'S GUIDE

Or how to find your way around and get things.
One Rin,













JORDAN VS BIRD

Rim-bend with ELECTRONIC ARTS

SERVE AND VOLLEY |

ELECTRONIC ARTS get smashed
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The new Atari Games Cd
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MICROPROSE SOCCER
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“THE BIGGEST GAME EVER”” Games macrine
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BATTLEHA'

US Gold

LUCASFILM sky-high
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Another ACE Screen Test Supplement: Number Two in
an infinite series.

And what delights lie in wait on the following pages?
Tricks ‘N’ Tactics goes from strength to strength,
crammed full with readers' tips on how to play (or cheat
at) Elite, Garfield, Operation Wolf, Virus and - oh, the list
just goes on and on. ACE's regular budget round-up
gets into gear with a rundown

on the current crop of cheap-
ies - available and forthcom-
ing - plus a couple of
appetite-whetting reviews.
And to round off the
supplementary service, we
have the new-look updates:
acondensed and complete
guide to the

Iatest version releases,
noting the original review,
issue and rating, together
with a brief outline of the
current release, and end-
ing with an ACE
rating. What more
could you
ask for?
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GET BONANZA

regular lot or budget games arrives in the SCREEN TEST Supplement.
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THE MAGAZINE IS

THE OFFER...

ACEProrl O €175
HOW TO REFUSE...
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SAMDALE COMPUTERS LTD |

TELEPHONE: 0621 - 142617
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The Black Orchid

Atari ST,
£1999

.. caud become  cul success for Mundane.
‘Softuae” Comguter Gamesweek
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THE ACE PUZZLE No11

1 you wan to Win reguarty




S.D.C. 60 Boston Road, London, W7 3TR
Other branches — 309 Goldhawk Road, London, W12 SEZ
8 Market Square, Leighton Buzzard, Beds
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INTERNATIONAL
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THE ACE PRIZE
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ACE READERS PAGES |
THE SPACE WHICH YOU FILL

Small ads, club announcements, event details, pen Ppals, offers of help - all ‘
more on offer
ot like-minded computer users.
We'e partcularly keen to receive enties 1o the Helpline offeing assis-
tance on particular games you may have solved - adventures or others. Or
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MEANWHILE, BACK AT
THE HATS...
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